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users. Additionally, the extent to 
which the applicant has identified and 
established relationships with the part-
ners necessary to achieve the project’s 
goals will be evaluated. 

(4) Appropriate wildlife habitat. The 
application will be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the applicant dem-
onstrates expertise in providing tech-
nical assistance with respect to estab-
lishing and maintaining appropriate 
wildlife habitat on public access land. 

(5) Strengthening wildlife habitat for 
lands under the Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program (CREP). The appli-
cation will be evaluated to determine 
whether the project proposes to provide 
incentives to increase public hunting 
and other recreational access on land 
enrolled under CREP as authorized by 
§ 1410.50. 

(6) Additional private, Federal, State, or 
tribal government resources. The applica-
tion will be evaluated to determine the 
extent to which the support letters 
provided by other organizations in-
volved with the project demonstrate 
specific and quantified commitments 
to the project. Applications that dem-
onstrate additional resources will re-
ceive more points, all else being equal, 
than those that do not. 

(7) Making available the location of en-
rolled land. The application will be 
evaluated to determine how the project 
proposes to make available to the pub-
lic the location of the land enrolled. 

(8) Performance evaluation criteria. The 
application will be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the applicant has in-
cluded outcome-based performance 
measures. 

(9) Administrative capabilities. The ap-
plication will be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the grant applicant has a 
track record of administering the 
project or, in the absence of a track 
record, the capacity to administer the 
project. Applicants that have dem-
onstrated capable financial systems 
and audit controls, personnel and pro-
gram administration performance 
measures, and clear rules of govern-
ance will receive more points than 
those not evidencing this capacity. 

(10) Delivery. The application will be 
evaluated to determine whether the ap-
plicant has a track record in imple-
menting public access or similar pro-

grams or, in the absence of an actual 
track record, the capacity to imple-
ment a public access program. The ap-
plicant’s potential for delivering an ef-
fective public access program and the 
expected effects of that program will 
also be assessed. 

(11) Work plan and budget. The work 
plan will be reviewed for detailed ac-
tions and an accompanying timetable 
for implementing the components of 
the application. Clear, logical, real-
istic, and efficient plans will result in a 
higher score. Budgets will be reviewed 
for completeness and whether and to 
what extent additional resources were 
committed by Federal, State, or tribal 
government, and private resources. 

(12) Qualifications of those performing 
the tasks. The application will be re-
viewed to determine if key personnel 
have appropriate knowledge, skills, and 
abilities with respect to wildlife-de-
pendent recreation including hunting 
or fishing on privately-held farm, 
ranch, and forest land, funds control, 
grants management, performance mon-
itoring and evaluation, or other activi-
ties relevant to the success of the pro-
posed public access program. 

§ 1455.21 Additional responsibilities of 
grantee. 

(a) Before receiving grant funding, 
the grantee will be required to sign an 
agreement similar in form and sub-
stance to the form of agreement pub-
lished within or as an appendix to the 
RFA. The agreement will require the 
grantee to commit to do all of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Take all practicable steps to de-
velop continuing sources of financial 
support from other Federal, State, 
tribal government, or private re-
sources; 

(2) Make arrangements for the moni-
toring and evaluation of the activities 
related to implementation of the pub-
lic access program of the owners or op-
erators that enroll farm, ranch, and 
forest land; and 

(3) Provide an accounting for the 
money received by the grantee under 
this subpart. 

(b) Grantees will be required to mon-
itor funds or services as specified in 
paragraph (c) of this section, and must 
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agree to that monitoring before grant 
funds are awarded. 

(c) The grantee must certify that the 
grant funds and services will not be 
used for ineligible purposes. Specifi-
cally, grant funds and services may not 
be used to: 

(1) Duplicate or replace current serv-
ices; however, grant funds may be used 
to expand the level of effort or service 
beyond what is currently being pro-
vided; 

(2) Pay costs of preparing the appli-
cation for funding under VPA–HIP; 

(3) Pay costs of the project incurred 
prior to the date of grant approval; 

(4) Fund political activities; 
(5) Pay any judgment or debt owed to 

the United States; 
(6) Pay for the design, repair, reha-

bilitation, acquisition, or construction 
of a building or facility (including a 
processing facility); 

(7) Purchase, rent or pay for the in-
stallation of fixed equipment, other 
than property identification signs; 

(8) Pay for the repair of privately 
owned vehicles; or 

(9) Pay for research and development 
not directly related to quantifying the 
performance of VPA–HIP lands en-
rolled with funding from VPA–HIP. 

(d) Grant agreements under this part 
will be for a term of up to 3 years. 

(e) Grantees that are States will have 
the grant amount reduced by 25 per-
cent if opening dates for migratory 
bird hunting in the State are not con-
sistent for residents and non-residents. 
This paragraph does not apply to 
grantees that are Tribal governments. 

(f) Failure of the grantee to execute a 
grant agreement in a timely fashion, as 
determined by the CCC, will be con-
strued to be a withdrawal from VPA– 
HIP. 

§ 1455.30 Reporting requirements. 
(a) Grantees must provide the fol-

lowing to FSA: 
(1) A ‘‘Financial Status Report’’ list-

ing expenditures according to agreed 
upon budget categories, on a periodic 
basis as specified in the grant docu-
ment. 

(2) Annual performance reports that 
compare accomplishments to the objec-
tives stated in the application, and 
that also: 

(i) Identify all tasks completed to 
date and provide documentation sup-
porting the reported results; 

(ii) If the original schedule provided 
in the work plan is not being met, the 
report must discuss the problems or 
delays that may affect completion of 
the project; 

(iii) List objectives for the next re-
porting period; and 

(iv) Discuss compliance with any spe-
cial conditions on the use of award 
funds. Reports are due as provided in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. 

(3) Final project performance reports, 
inclusive of supporting documentation. 
The final performance report is due 
within 90 days of the completion of the 
project. 

(b) All reports submitted to the 
Agency will be held in confidence to 
the extent permitted by law. 

§ 1455.31 Miscellaneous. 

(a) Inspection. Grantees must permit 
periodic inspection of the program op-
erations by a CCC representative, as 
determined by CCC. 

(b) Performance evaluation. CCC will 
incorporate performance criteria in 
grant award documentation and will 
regularly evaluate the progress and 
performance of grant awardees. 

(c) Suspend, terminate, or require re-
fund. CCC may elect to suspend or ter-
minate a grant in all or part, or fund-
ing of a particular workplan activity, 
and require refund of part or all of the 
grant, with interest, where CCC has de-
termined: 

(1) That the grantee or subrecipient 
of grant funds has demonstrated insuf-
ficient progress in complying with the 
terms of the grant agreement; 

(2) The opening dates for migratory 
bird hunting in a State have been 
changed so as to be not consistent for 
residents and non-residents during the 
term of the grant; 

(3) There is reasonable evidence that 
shows joint funding has not been or 
will not be forthcoming on a timely 
basis; or 

(4) Such other cause as CCC identifies 
in writing to the grantee based on rea-
sonable evidence (including but not 
limited to the use of Federal grant 
funds for ineligible purposes). 
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