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(3) For financial assistance approved 
during and subsequent to FY 1999, 
funds will be advanced in accordance 
with 7 CFR 1744.69. 

(c) The recipient’s share in the cost 
of the project must be disbursed in ad-
vance of the loan and grant, or if the 
recipient agrees, on a pro rata distribu-
tion basis with financial assistance 
during the disbursement period. Recipi-
ents will not be permitted to provide 
their contributions at the end of the 
project. 

(d) A combination loan and grant will 
be disbursed on a pro rata basis based 
on the respective amounts of financial 
assistance provided. 

§ 1703.107 Reporting and oversight re-
quirements. 

(a) A project performance activity re-
port will be required of all recipients 
on an annual basis until the project is 
complete and the funds are expended 
by the applicant. 

(b) A final project performance re-
port must be provided by the recipient. 
It must provide an evaluation of the 
success of the project in meeting the 
objectives of the program. The final re-
port may serve as the last annual re-
port. 

(c) RUS will monitor recipients, as it 
determines necessary, to assure that 
projects are completed in accordance 
with the approved scope of work and 
that the financial assistance is ex-
pended for approved purposes. 

(d) Recipients shall diligently mon-
itor performance to ensure that time 
schedules are being met, projected 
work by time periods is being accom-
plished, and other performance objec-
tives are being achieved. Recipients are 
to submit an original and one copy of 
all project performance reports, includ-
ing, but not limited to, the following: 

(1) A comparison of actual accom-
plishments to the objectives estab-
lished for that period; 

(2) A description of any problems, 
delays, or adverse conditions which 
have occurred, or are anticipated, and 
which may affect the attainment of 
overall project objectives, prevent the 
meeting of time schedules or objec-
tives, or preclude the attainment of 
particular project work elements dur-
ing established time periods. This dis-

closure shall be accompanied by a 
statement of the action taken or 
planned to resolve the situation; and 

(3) Objectives and timetable estab-
lished for the next reporting period. 

§ 1703.108 Audit requirements. 
A recipient of financial assistance 

shall provide RUS with an audit for 
each year, beginning with the year in 
which a portion of the financial assist-
ance is expended, in accordance with 
the following: 

(a) If the recipient is a for-profit en-
tity, a Telecommunications or Electric 
borrower, or any other entity not cov-
ered by the following paragraph, the 
recipient shall provide an independent 
audit report in accordance with 7 CFR 
part 1773, ‘‘Policy on Audits of RUS 
Borrowers.’’ 

(b) If the recipient is a State or local 
government, or non-profit organiza-
tion, the recipient shall provide an 
audit in accordance with 7 CFR part 
3052, ‘‘Audits of States, Local Govern-
ments, and Non-Profit Organizations.’’ 

[64 FR 14357, Mar. 25, 1999; 64 FR 25422, May 
12, 1999] 

§ 1703.109 Grant and loan administra-
tion. 

RUS will conduct reviews as nec-
essary to determine whether the finan-
cial assistance was expended for ap-
proved purposes. The recipient is re-
sponsible for ensuring that the project 
complies with all applicable regula-
tions, and that the grants and loans are 
expended only for approved purposes. 
The recipient is responsible for ensur-
ing that disbursements and expendi-
tures of funds are properly supported 
by invoices, contracts, bills of sale, 
canceled checks, or other appropriate 
forms of evidence, and that such sup-
porting material is provided to RUS, 
upon request, and is otherwise made 
available, at the recipient’s premises, 
for review by the RUS representatives, 
the recipient’s certified public account-
ant, the Office of Inspector General, U. 
S. Department of Agriculture, the Gen-
eral Accounting Office, and any other 
official conducting an audit of the re-
cipient’s financial statements or 
records, and program performance for 
the grants and loans made under this 
subpart. The recipient shall permit 
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RUS to inspect and copy any records 
and documents that pertain to the 
project. 

§ 1703.110 Changes in project objec-
tives or scope. 

The recipient shall obtain prior writ-
ten approval by RUS for any material 
change to the scope or objectives of the 
project, including any changes to the 
scope of work or the budget submitted 
to RUS. Any material change shall be 
contained in a revised scope of work 
plan to be prepared by the recipient, 
submitted to, and approved by RUS in 
writing. 

§ 1703.111 Grant and loan termination. 

(a) The financial assistance may be 
terminated when RUS and the recipi-
ent agree upon the conditions of the 
termination, the effective date of the 
termination, and, in the case of a par-
tial termination of the financial assist-
ance, any unadvanced portion of the fi-
nancial assistance to be terminated 
and any advanced portion of the finan-
cial assistance to be returned. 

(b) The recipient may terminate the 
financial assistance by written notifi-
cation to RUS, providing the reasons 
for such termination, the effective 
date, and, in the case of a partial ter-
mination, the portion of the financial 
assistance to be terminated. In the 
case of a partial termination, if RUS 
believes that the remaining portion of 
the financial assistance will not ac-
complish the approved purposes, then, 
RUS may terminate the financial as-
sistance in its entirety, pursuant to 
the provisions of paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

§ 1703.112 Expedited telecommuni-
cations loans 

RUS will expedite consideration and 
determination of an application sub-
mitted by an RUS telecommunications 
borrower for a loan under the Act or an 
advance of such loan funds to be used 
in conjunction with financial assist-
ance under subparts E, F, or G of this 
part. See 7 CFR part 1737 for loans and 
7 CFR part 1744 for advances under this 
section. 

§§ 1703.113–1703.119 [Reserved] 

Subpart E—Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine Grant Program 

SOURCE: 64 FR 14360, Mar. 25, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1703.120 [Reserved] 

§ 1703.121 Approved purposes for 
grants. 

For distance learning and telemedi-
cine projects, grants shall finance only 
the costs for approved purposes. Grants 
shall be expended only for the costs as-
sociated with the initial capital assets 
associated with the project. The fol-
lowing are approved grant purposes: 

(a) Acquiring, by lease or purchase, 
eligible equipment as defined in 
§ 1703.102; 

(b) Acquiring instructional program-
ming; and 

(c) Providing technical assistance 
and instruction for using eligible 
equipment, including any related soft-
ware; developing instructional pro-
gramming; providing engineering or 
environmental studies relating to the 
establishment or expansion of the 
phase of the project that is being fi-
nanced with the grant (this purpose 
shall not exceed 10 percent of the 
grant). 

[64 FR 14357, Mar. 25, 1999, as amended at 67 
FR 3040, Mar. 11, 2002] 

§ 1703.122 Matching contributions. 
(a) The grant applicant’s minimum 

matching contribution must equal 15 
percent of the grant amount requested 
and shall be used for approved purposes 
for grants listed in § 1703.121. Matching 
contributions generally must be in the 
form of cash. However, in-kind con-
tributions solely for the purposes listed 
in § 1703.121 may be substituted for 
cash. 

(b) In-kind items listed in § 1703.121 
must be non-depreciated or new assets 
with established monetary values. 
Manufacturers’ or service providers’ 
discounts are not considered in-kind 
matching. 

(c) Costs incurred by the applicant, 
or others on behalf of the applicant, for 
facilities or equipment installed, or 
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