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§3430.900 Applicability of regulations.

The regulations in this subpart apply
to the program authorized under sec-
tion 1473E of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3319e), as
amended.

§3430.901 Purpose.

The purpose of this program is to
make grants available for technology
development, applied research, and
training, with a focus on rural commu-
nities, to aid in the development of
workforces for bioenergy, pulp and
paper manufacturing, and agriculture-
based renewable energy workforce.

§3430.902 Definitions.

The definitions applicable to the pro-
gram under this subpart include:

Advanced Technological Center refers
to a post-secondary, degree-granting
institution that provides students with
technology-based education and train-
ing, preparing them to work as techni-
cians or at the semi-professional level,
and aiding in the development of an ag-
riculture-based renewable energy
workforce. For this program, such Cen-
ters must be located within a rural
area.

Bioenergy means biomass used in the
production of energy (electricity; liq-
uid, solid, and gaseous fuels; and heat).

Biomass means any organic matter
that is available on a renewable or re-
curring basis, including agricultural
crops and trees, wood and wood wastes
and residues, plants (including aquatic
plants), grasses, residues, fibers, and
animal wastes, municipal wastes, and
other waste materials.

Community College means

(1) An institution of higher education
that:

(1) Admits as regular students per-
sons who are beyond the age of compul-
sory school attendance in the State in
which the institution is located and
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who have the ability to benefit from
the training offered by the institution;

(ii) Does not provide an educational
program for which the institution
awards a bachelor’s degree (or an
equivalent degree); and

(iii) (A) Provides an educational pro-
gram of not less than 2 years in dura-
tion that is acceptable for full credit
toward such a degree; or

(B) Offers a 2-year program in engi-
neering, mathematics, or the physical
or biological sciences, designed to pre-
pare a student to work as a technician
or at the semi-professional level in en-
gineering, scientific, or other techno-
logical fields requiring the under-
standing and application of basic engi-
neering, scientific, or mathematical
principles of knowledge (20 TU.S.C.
1101a(a)(6)).

(2) For this grants program, such
Community Colleges must be located
within a rural area.

Conference/Planning Grants means the
limited number of RTP grants that will
fund strategic planning meetings nec-
essary to establish and organize pro-
posed technology development, applied
research and/or training projects.

Eligible institution/organization means
a community college, or an advanced
technological center, that meets eligi-
bility criteria of this program, and is
located in a rural area.

Eligible participant means an indi-
vidual who is a citicen or non-citizen na-
tional of the United States, as defined in
7 CFR 3430.2, or lawful permanent resi-
dent of the United States.

Fiscal agent means a third party des-
ignated by an authorized representa-
tive of an eligible institution/organiza-
tion which would receive and assume
financial stewardship of Federal grant
funds and perform other activities as
specified in the agreement between it
and the eligible institution/organiza-
tion.

Joint project proposal means

(1) An application for a project:

(i) Which will involve the applicant
institution/organization working in co-
operation with one or more other enti-
ties not legally affiliated with the ap-
plicant institution/organization, in-
cluding other schools, colleges, univer-
sities, community colleges, units of
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