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as may be necessary to show the meth-
od used. 

[5 FR 30, Jan. 4, 1940] 

§ 201.7 Purity (including variety). 

The complete record for any lot of 
seed shall include (a) records of anal-
yses, tests, and examinations including 
statements of weed seeds, noxious weed 
seeds, inert matter, other agricultural 
seeds, and of any determinations of 
kind, variety, or type and a description 
of the methods used; and (b) for seeds 
indistinguishable by seed characteris-
tics, records necessary to disclose the 
kind, variety, or type, including a 
grower’s declaration of kind, variety, 
or type or an invoice, or other docu-
ment establishing the kind, variety, or 
type to be that stated, and a represent-
ative sample of the seed. The grower’s 
declaration shall be obtained and kept 
by the person procuring the seed from 
the grower. A copy of the grower’s dec-
laration and a sample of the seed shall 
be retained by the grower. 

[5 FR 30, Jan. 4, 1940, as amended at 20 FR 
7929, Oct. 21, 1955; 24 FR 3951, May 15, 1959] 

§ 201.7a Treated seed. 

The complete record for any lot con-
sisting of or containing treated seed 
shall include records necessary to dis-
close the name of any substance or sub-
stances used in the treatment of such 
seed, including a label or invoice or 
other document received from any per-
son establishing the name of any sub-
stance or substances used in the treat-
ment to be as stated, and a representa-
tive sample of the treated seed. 

[32 FR 12778, Sept. 6, 1967] 

LABELING AGRICULTURAL SEEDS 

§ 201.8 Contents of the label. 

The label shall contain the required 
information in any form that is clearly 
legible and complies with the regula-
tions in this part. The information 
may be on a tag attached securely to 
the container, or may be printed in a 
conspicuous manner on a side or the 
top of the container. The label may 
contain information in addition to that 

required by the act, provided such in-
formation is not misleading. 

[5 FR 30 Jan. 4, 1940, as amended at 24 FR 
3952, May 15, 1959] 

§ 201.9 Kind. 

The name of each kind of seed 
present in excess of 5 percent shall be 
shown on the label and need not be ac-
companied by the word ‘‘kind.’’ When 
two or more kinds of seed are named on 
the label, the name of each kind shall 
be accompanied by the percentage of 
each. When only one kind of seed is 
present in excess of 5 percent and no 
variety name or type designation is 
shown, the percentage of that kind 
may be shown as ‘‘pure seed’’ and such 
percentage shall apply only to seed of 
the kind named. 

[5 FR 30, Jan. 4, 1940] 

§ 201.10 Variety. 

(a) The following kinds of agricul-
tural seeds are generally labeled as to 
variety and shall be labeled to show 
the variety name or the words ‘‘Variety 
Not Stated.’’ 

Alfalfa; Bahiagrass; Barley; Bean, field; 
Beet, field; Brome, smooth; Broomcorn; Clo-
ver, crimson; Clover, red; Clover, white; 
Corn, field; Corn, pop; Cotton; Cowpea; 
Crambe; Fescue, tall; Flax; Lespedeza, stri-
ate; Millet, foxtail; Millet, pearl; Oat; Pea, 
field; Peanut; Rice; Rye; Safflower; Sor-
ghum; Sorghum-sudangrass, Soybean; 
Sudangrass; Sunflower; Tobacco; Trefoil, 
birdsfoot; Triticale; Wheat, common; Wheat, 
durum. 

(b) If the name of the variety is 
given, the name may be associated 
with the name of the kind with or 
without the words ‘‘kind and variety.’’ 
The percentage in such case, which 
may be shown as ‘‘pure seed,’’ shall 
apply only to seed of the variety 
named, except for the labeling of hy-
brids as provided in § 201.11a. If sepa-
rate percentages for the kind and the 
variety or hybrid are shown, the name 
of the kind and the name of the variety 
or the term ‘‘hybrid’’ shall be clearly as-
sociated with the respective percent-
ages. When two or more varieties are 
present in excess of 5 percent and are 
named on the label, the name of each 
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variety shall be accompanied by the 
percentage of each. 

[32 FR 12778, Sept. 6, 1967, and 33 FR 10840, 
July 31, 1968, as amended at 35 FR 6108, Apr. 
15, 1970; 59 FR 64491, Dec. 14, 1994] 

§ 201.11 Type. 
(a) When type is designated, such des-

ignation may be associated with the 
name of the kind but shall in all cases 
be clearly associated with the word 
‘‘type.’’ The percentage, which may be 
shown as ‘‘pure seed’’, shall apply only 
to the type designated. If separate per-
centages for the kind and the type are 
shown, such percentages shall be clear-
ly associated with the name of the kind 
and the name of the type. 

(b) If the type designation does not 
include a variety name, it shall include 
a name descriptive of a group of vari-
eties of similar character and the pure 
seed shall be at least 90 percent of one 
or more varieties all of which conform 
to the type designation. 

(c) If the name of a variety is used as 
a part of the type designation, the seed 
shall be of that variety and may con-
tain: (1) An admixture of seed of other 
indistinguishable varieties of the same 
kind and of similar character; or, (2) an 
admixture of indistinguishable seeds 
having genetic characteristics dis-
similar to the variety named by reason 
of cross-fertilization with other vari-
eties. In either case, at least 90 percent 
of the pure seed shall be of the variety 
named or upon growth shall produce 
plants having characteristics similar 
to the variety named. 

[5 FR 30, Jan. 4, 1940] 

§ 201.11a Hybrid. 
If any one kind or kind and variety of 

seed present in excess of 5 percent is 
‘‘hybrid’’ seed, it shall be designated 
‘‘hybrid’’ on the label. The percentage 
that is hybrid shall be at least 95 per-
cent of the percentage of pure seed 
shown unless the percentage of pure 
seed which is hybrid seed is shown sep-
arately. If two or more kinds or vari-
eties are present in excess of 5 percent 
and are named on the label, each that 
is hybrid shall be designated as hybrid 
on the label. Any one kind or kind and 
variety that has pure seed which is less 
than 95 percent but more than 75 per-

cent hybrid seed as a result of incom-
pletely controlled pollination in a 
cross shall be labeled to show (a) the 
percentage of pure seed that is hybrid 
seed or (b) a statement such as ‘‘Con-
tains from 75 percent to 95 percent hy-
brid seed.’’ No one kind or variety of 
seed shall be labeled as hybrid if the 
pure seed contains less than 75 percent 
hybrid seed. 

[33 FR 10840, July 31, 1968] 

§ 201.12 Name of kind and variety. 
The representation of kind or kind 

and variety shall be confined to the 
name of the kind or kind and variety 
determined in accordance with § 201.34. 
The name shall not have affixed there-
to words or terms that create a mis-
leading impression as to the history or 
characteristics of the kind or variety. 

[20 FR 7929, Oct. 21, 1955] 

§ 201.12a Lawn and turf seed mixtures. 
Seed mixtures intended for lawn and 

turf purposes shall be designated as a 
mixture on the label and each seed 
component shall be listed on the label 
in the order of predominance. 

[49 FR 1172, Jan. 10, 1984] 

§ 201.13 Lot number or other identi-
fication. 

The lot number or other identifica-
tion shall be shown on the label and 
shall be the same as that used in the 
records pertaining to the same lot of 
seed. 

[5 FR 30, Jan. 4, 1940, as amended at 59 FR 
64491, Dec. 14, 1994] 

§ 201.14 Origin. 
(a) Alfalfa, red clover, white clover, 

and field corn (except hybrid seed corn) 
shall be labeled to show: (1) The origin, 
if known; or (2) if the origin is not 
known, the statement ‘‘origin un-
known.’’ 

(b) Whenever such seed originates in 
more than one State, the name of each 
State and the percentage of seed origi-
nating in each State shall be given in 
the order of its predominance. When-
ever such seed originates in a portion 
of a State, it shall be permissible to 
label such seed as originating in such 
portion of a State. 
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