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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 63.108 

§ 63.101 Nominations. 
All nominations authorized under 

this section shall be made in the fol-
lowing manner: 

(a) Nominations shall be obtained by 
the Secretary from national organiza-
tions eligible under § 63.105. An eligible 
organization shall submit to the Sec-
retary for consideration at least two 
nominations for one or more voting 
member seats on the Board. If two 
nominations for each voting member 
seat are not submitted by such organi-
zation(s), then the Secretary may so-
licit nominations from other sources. 

(b) After the establishment of the ini-
tial Board, USDA shall announce when 
a vacancy does or will exist. Nomina-
tion for subsequent Board members 
shall be submitted to the Secretary not 
less than sixty (60) days prior to the ex-
piration of the terms of the members 
whose terms are expiring, in the man-
ner as described in this section. In the 
case of vacancies due to reasons other 
than the expiration of a term of office, 
successor Board members shall be ap-
pointed pursuant to § 63.104. 

(c) If more than one eligible organi-
zation exists, they may caucus and 
jointly nominate at least two qualified 
persons for each position. If joint 
agreement is not reached with respect 
to any such nominations, or if no cau-
cus is held, each eligible organization 
may submit to the Secretary at least 
two nominees for each appointment to 
be made. 

§ 63.102 Nominee’s agreement to serve. 
Any person nominated to serve on 

the Board shall file with the Secretary 
at the time of the nomination a writ-
ten agreement to: 

(a) Serve on the Board if appointed; 
(b) Disclose any relationship that 

may create a conflict of interest under 
§ 63.112; and 

(c) Withdraw from participation in 
deliberations, decision-making, or vot-
ing on matters which concern any rela-
tionship disclosed under paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

§ 63.103 Appointment. 
From the nominations made pursu-

ant to § 63.101, the Secretary shall ap-
point the members of the Board. 

§ 63.104 Vacancies. 
To fill any vacancy occasioned by the 

death, removal, resignation, or dis-
qualification of any member of the 
Board, the Secretary shall appoint a 
successor from the most recent list of 
nominations for the position or the 
Secretary shall request nominations 
for a successor pursuant to § 63.101 and 
such successor shall be appointed pur-
suant to § 63.103. 

§ 63.105 Nominating organizations. 
(a) In general. Nominations for voting 

members of the Board may be sub-
mitted by any national organization 
that the Secretary determines meets 
the eligibility criteria established 
under paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Basis for eligibility. A national or-
ganization is eligible to submit nomi-
nations for voting members on the 
Board if: 

(1) The membership of the organiza-
tion consists primarily of active sheep 
or goat producers in the United States; 
and 

(2) The primary interest of the orga-
nization is the production of sheep or 
goats in the United States. 

§ 63.106 Term of office. 
(a) The voting members of the Board 

shall serve for a term of three years; 
except that persons (other than the 
chairperson) appointed to the initial 
Board shall serve staggered terms of 
one, two, and three years, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(b) No member may serve more than 
two consecutive full terms. 

§ 63.107 Compensation. 
Board members shall serve without 

compensation, but shall be reimbursed 
for their reasonable travel, subsistence, 
and other necessary expenses incurred 
in performing their duties as members 
of the Board. 

§ 63.108 Removal. 
If the Secretary determines that any 

person appointed under this part fails 
or refuses to perform his or her duties 
properly or engages in acts of dishon-
esty or willful misconduct, the Sec-
retary shall remove the person from of-
fice. A person appointed under this 
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