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EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 78153, Dec. 
15, 2010, was amended by removing 
‘‘(e)(1)(ii)(C)’’ in paragraph (c)(1)(ii)(D), and 
adding in its place ‘‘(c)(1)(ii)(C)’’, removing 
‘‘(g)(2)’’ in paragraph (e)(1), and adding in its 
place ‘‘(e)(2)’’, removing ‘‘a hearing’’ in para-
graphs (e)(3)(iii) and (e)(3)(iv)(I), and adding 
in its place ‘‘a fair hearing’’, removing para-
graph (a)(4)(ii), the last sentence in para-
graph (b)(3), redesignating paragraphs 
(a)(4)(iii) and (e)(3)(iv)(O) as paragraphs 
(a)(4)(ii) and (e)(3)(iv)(P), adding paragraph 
(d)(3) and revising the first sentence of para-
graph (e)(5)(iii) and paragraph (k)(2), effec-
tive January 14, 2011. For the convenience of 
the user, the added and revised text is set 
forth as follows: 

§ 273.18 Claims against households. 

* * * * * 

(d) * * * 
(3) States must establish claims even if 

they cannot be established within the time-
frames outlined under paragraph (d) of this 
section. 

(e) * * * 
(3) * * * 
(iv) * * * 
(O) If allotment reduction is to be imposed, 

a due date or time frame to either repay or 
make arrangements to repay the claim in 
the event that the household stops receiving 
benefits. 

* * * * * 

(5) * * * 
(iii) The date of delinquency for a claim 

covered under paragraph (e)(5)(i)(B) of this 
section is the due date of the missed install-
ment payment unless the claim was delin-
quent prior to entering into a repayment 
agreement, in which case the due date will 
be the due date on the initial notification/de-
mand letter. * * * 

* * * * * 

(k) * * * 
(2) These rates do not apply to: 
(i) Any reduction in benefits when you dis-

qualify someone for an IPV; 
(ii) The value of court-ordered public serv-

ice performed in lieu of the payment of a 
claim; or 

(iii) Payments made to a court that are 
not subsequently forwarded as payment of an 
established claim. 

* * * * * 

§ 273.19 [Reserved] 

Subpart G—Program Alternatives 

§ 273.20 SSI cash-out. 

(a) Ineligibility. No individual who re-
ceives supplemental security income 
(SSI) benefits and/or State supple-
mentary payments as a resident of 
California is eligible to receive food 
stamp benefits. The Secretary of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services has determined that the SSI 
payments in California have been spe-
cifically increased to include the value 
of the food stamp allotment. 

(b) Receipt of SSI benefits. In Cali-
fornia, an individual must actually re-
ceive, not merely have applied for, SSI 
benefits to be determined ineligible for 
the food stamp program. If the State 
agency provides payments at least 
equal to the level of SSI benefits to in-
dividuals who have applied for but are 
awaiting an SSI eligibility determina-
tion, receipt of these substitute pay-
ments will terminate the individual’s 
eligibility for food stamp benefits. 
Once SSI benefits are received, the in-
dividual will remain ineligible for food 
stamp benefits, even during months in 
which receipt of the SSI benefits is in-
terrupted, or suspended, until the indi-
vidual is terminated from the SSI pro-
gram. 

(c) Income and resources. In Cali-
fornia, the income and resources of the 
SSI recipient living in a household 
shall not be considered in determining 
eligibility or level of benefits of the 
household, as specified in § 273.11(d). 

[Amdt. 132, 43 FR 47889, Oct. 17, 1978, as 
amended by Amdt. 132, 44 FR 33383, June 8, 
1979. Redesignated at 45 FR 7217, Jan. 31, 
1980, as amended by Amdt. 237, 47 FR 57669, 
Dec. 28, 1982; Amdt. 269, 51 FR 10793, Mar. 28, 
1986; Amdt. 356, 59 FR 29713, June 9, 1994; 
Amdt. 364, 61 FR 54320, Oct. 17, 1996] 

§ 273.21 Monthly Reporting and Retro-
spective Budgeting (MRRB). 

(a) System design. This section pro-
vides for an MRRB system for deter-
mining household eligibility and bene-
fits. For included households, this sys-
tem replaces the prospective budgeting 
system provided in the preceding sec-
tions of this part. The MRRB system 
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provides for the use of retrospective in-
formation in calculating household 
benefits, normally based on informa-
tion submitted by the household in 
monthly reports. The State agency 
shall establish an MRRB system as fol-
lows: 

(1) In establishing either a one-month 
or a two-month MRRB system, the 
State agency shall use the same sys-
tem it uses in its TANF Program un-
less it has been granted a waiver by 
FNS. Differences between a one-month 
and a two-month system are described 
in paragraph (d) of this section. 

(2) The State agency shall determine 
eligibility, either prospectively or ret-
rospectively, on the same basis that it 
uses for its TANF program, unless it 
has been granted a waiver by FNS. 

(3) Budgeting waivers. FNS may ap-
prove waivers of the budgeting require-
ments of this section to conform to 
budgeting procedures in the TANF pro-
gram, except for households excluded 
from retrospective budgeting under 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Included and excluded households. 
The establishment of either a monthly 
reporting or retrospective budgeting 
system is a State agency option. Cer-
tain households are specifically ex-
cluded from both monthly reporting 
and retrospective budgeting. A house-
hold that is included in a monthly re-
porting system must be retrospectively 
budgeted. Households not required to 
submit monthly reports may have 
their benefits determined on either a 
prospective or retrospective basis at 
the State agency’s option, unless spe-
cifically excluded from retrospective 
budgeting. 

(1) The following households are ex-
cluded from both monthly reporting 
and retrospective budgeting: 

(i) Migrant or seasonal farmworker 
households. 

(ii) Households in which all members 
are homeless individuals. 

(iii) Households with no earned in-
come in which all adult members are 
elderly or disabled. 

(2) Households residing on an Indian 
reservation where there was no month-
ly reporting system in operation on 
March 25, 1994 are excluded from 
monthly reporting. 

(c) Information on MRRB. At the cer-
tification and recertification inter-
view, the State agency shall provide 
the household with the following: 

(1) An oral explanation of the purpose 
of MRRB; 

(2) A copy of the monthly report and 
an explanation of how to complete and 
file it; 

(3) An explanation that information 
required to be reported on the monthly 
report is the only reporting require-
ment for such information; 

(4) An explanation of what the house-
hold shall verify when it submits a 
monthly report and how it will verify 
it; 

(5) A telephone number (toll-free 
number or a number where collect calls 
will be accepted outside the local call-
ing area) which the household may call 
to ask questions or to obtain help in 
completing the monthly report; and 

(6) Written explanations of this infor-
mation. 

(7) Special assistance. The State agen-
cy shall provide special assistance in 
completing and filing monthly reports 
to households whose adult members are 
all either mentally or physically 
handicapped or are non-English speak-
ing or otherwise lacking in reading and 
writing skills such that they cannot 
complete and file the required reports. 

(d) One and two-month systems. Each 
State agency shall adopt either a one- 
month or two-month MRRB system. A 
one-month system shall have either 
one or two beginning months in the 
certification period and a two-month 
system shall have two beginning 
months. Except for beginning months 
in sequence as described in the pre-
ceding sentence, the State agency shall 
not consider as a beginning month any 
month which immediately follows a 
month in which a household is cer-
tified. 

(1) One-month system. In the one- 
month system, the issuance month im-
mediately follows its corresponding 
budget month. 

(2) Two-month system. In the two- 
month system, the issuance month is 
the second month following its cor-
responding budget month. There are 
two beginning months of participation 
in this system, the first month and the 
following month. 
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(e) Determining eligibility for house-
holds not certified under the beginning 
months’ procedures of § 273.21(g). The 
State agency shall determine eligi-
bility consistent with paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section and in accordance with 
either of the following options. 

(1) Prospective eligibility. The State 
agency shall determine eligibility by 
considering all factors of eligibility 
prospectively for each of the issuance 
months. 

(2) Retrospective eligibility. The State 
agency shall determine eligibility by 
considering all factors of eligibility 
retrospectively using the appropriate 
budget month except for residency and 
compliance with the requirements re-
garding social security numbers. Com-
pliance with work registration provi-
sions shall be considered as of the 
issuance month or month of applica-
tion. The 60-day time frame for deter-
mining the applicability of the vol-
untary quit provision of § 273.7(n) shall 
be measured by the State agency from 
the date of application. 

(f) Calculating allotments for house-
holds following the beginning months—(1) 
Household composition. (i) If eligibility 
is determined retrospectively the State 
agency shall determine the household’s 
composition as of the last day of the 
budget month. 

(ii) If eligibility is determined pro-
spectively (during the beginning 
months or for households processed 
under paragraph (e)(1) of this section), 
the State agency shall determine the 
household’s composition as of the 
issuance month. 

(iii) In a two-month system, the fol-
lowing provisions shall apply with re-
gard to a household which reports, in 
the month between the budget month 
and the corresponding issuance month, 
that it has gained a new member. 

(A) The State agency shall use the 
same household composition for deter-
mining the household’s eligibility that 
it uses for calculating the household’s 
benefit level. 

(B) If the new member is not already 
certified to receive food stamps in an-
other household participating within 
the State, the new member’s income, 
deductible expenses, and resources 
from the issuance month shall be con-
sidered in determining the household’s 

eligibility and benefit level. If the new 
member had been providing income to 
the household on an ongoing basis 
prior to becoming a member of the 
household, the State agency shall ex-
clude the previously provided income 
in determining the household’s 
issuance month benefits and eligi-
bility. 

(C) If the individual has moved out of 
one household receiving food stamps 
within the State and into another, with 
no break in participation, the State 
agency shall use the individual’s in-
come, deductible expenses, and re-
sources from the budget month in de-
termining benefits to be provided in 
the issuance month. The State agency 
shall include such an individual and 
the individual’s income, deductible ex-
penses, and resources in determining 
the issuance month eligibility and ben-
efit level of either the household from 
which the individual has moved or the 
household into which the individual 
has moved, but not both. In deter-
mining the issuance month eligibility 
and benefit level of the household into 
which the individual has moved, the 
State agency shall disregard budget 
month income received by the new 
member from a terminated source. 

(D) The State agency may add new 
members to the household effective ei-
ther the month the household reports 
the gain of a new household member or 
the first day of the issuance month fol-
lowing the month the household re-
ports the gain of a new member. The 
benefits shall not be prorated. 

(iv) The State agency shall add a pre-
viously excluded member who was dis-
qualified for an intentional program 
violation or failure to comply with 
workfare or work requirements, was in-
eligible because of failure to comply 
with the social security number re-
quirement, or was previously an ineli-
gible alien retrospectively to the 
household the month after the dis-
qualification period ends. All other 
previously excluded members shall be 
added in accordance with the proce-
dures in paragraph (f)(1)(iii)(B) of this 
section, using the new member’s 
issuance month income and expenses. 

(2) Income and deductions. For the 
household members as determined in 
accordance with paragraph (f)(1) of this 
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section, the State agency shall cal-
culate the allotment using the house-
hold members’ income and deductions 
from the budget month, except as fol-
lows: 

(i) The State agency shall annualize 
self-employment income which is re-
ceived other than monthly, in accord-
ance with § 273.11(a). Such income shall 
be budgeted either prospectively or ret-
rospectively and shall not affect more 
benefit months than the number of 
months in the period over which it is 
annualized or prorated. Except that, 
households which receive self-employ-
ment income from a farm operation 
monthly but incur irregular expenses 
to produce such self-employment farm 
income shall be given the option to an-
nualize the self-employment farm in-
come and expenses over a 12-month pe-
riod. 

(ii) The State agency shall prorate 
contract income received over a period 
of less than one year and either pro-
spectively or retrospectively budget 
such income. Such income shall not ef-
fect more benefit months than the 
number of months in the period over 
which it is prorated. 

(iii) Earned and unearned educational 
income shall be prorated over the pe-
riod it is intended to cover in accord-
ance with § 273.10(c)(3)(iii), and it shall 
be budgeted either prospectively or ret-
rospectively. Such income shall not ef-
fect more benefit months than the 
number of months in the period over 
which it is prorated. 

(iv) The State agency shall budget 
deductible expenses prorated over two 
or more months, except medical ex-
penses, either prospectively or retro-
spectively, provided That such deduc-
tions are not budgeted over more 
months than they are intended to 
cover, and the total amount deducted 
does not exceed the total amount of 
the expenses. Medical expenses shall be 
budgeted prospectively. The State 
agency shall continue to allow deduc-
tions for expenses incurred even if 
billed on other than a monthly basis 
unless the household reports a change 
in the expense. The State agency may 
average the child support expense and 
budget it prospectively or retrospec-
tively. 

(v) The State agency shall budget in-
come received on a recurring monthly 
or semimonthly basis for the month 
that it is intended to cover. The State 
agency shall not vary the budgeting of 
such income merely because it is re-
ceived during another month as the re-
sult of changes in mailing cycles or pay 
dates, or because weekends or holidays 
result in an additional or missed pay-
ment. 

(vi) The State agency may budget in-
terest income using one of the fol-
lowing methods in paragraphs (f)(2)(vi) 
(A), (B), or (C) of this section. The 
State agency shall either establish cat-
egories of interest to be handled by 
each of the methods or shall offer each 
household the option of which method 
to budget the interest income. 

(A) Actual interest income received 
in the budget month. 

(B) Prorated interest income cal-
culated by dividing the amount of in-
terest anticipated during the certifi-
cation period by the number of months 
in the certification period. 

(C) An averaged amount adjusted for 
anticipated changes. 

(vii) For a new household member de-
scribed under paragraph (f)(1)(iii)(B) of 
this section, the State agency shall 
consider the new member’s income and 
deductible expenses prospectively until 
the new member’s first month living 
with the household becomes the budget 
month. 

(viii) The options provided under 
paragraph (j)(1)(vii) of this section may 
affect the calculation of income and 
deductions. 

(g) Determining eligibility and allot-
ments in the beginning months. The 
State agency shall use the prospective 
budgeting procedures of this paragraph 
for determining the allotments and eli-
gibility of households in the MRRB 
system during this first month, or first 
and second month of participation. The 
State agency shall not apply the proce-
dures of this paragraph to the month(s) 
following the month of termination re-
sulting from a temporary one-month 
change. 

(1) Determining eligibility during the be-
ginning months. The State agency shall 
determine eligibility prospectively in 
the beginning month(s). 
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(2) Calculating allotments during the 
beginning months. the State agency 
shall calculate allotments prospec-
tively in the beginning month(s). 

(3) The first months of retrospective 
budgeting following the beginning 
months. The State agency shall begin 
to base issuances to the household on 
retrospective budgeting during the 
first month for which the State’s sys-
tem can use the month of application 
as a budget month. In a one-month sys-
tem, the first month for which the 
issuance is based on retrospective 
budgeting shall be the second month of 
participation. In a two-month system, 
the first month for which the issuance 
is based on retrospective budgeting 
shall be the third month of participa-
tion. If the State agency had been aver-
aging income or converting weekly or 
biweekly income to a monthly amount 
in the beginning months, it may begin 
using the household’s actual budget 
month income when the household be-
comes subject to retrospective budg-
eting. For purposes of this paragraph, 
any income received in either or both 
of the beginning months from a source 
which no longer provides income to the 
household (terminated income), which 
was included in the household’s pro-
spective budget, shall be disregarded 
when the beginning month becomes the 
budget month. 

(h) The monthly report form—(1) Gen-
eral. (i) The State agency shall give the 
household a reasonable period of time 
after close of the budget month to sub-
mit the monthly reports. 

(ii) The State agency shall require 
each household in the MRRB system to 
report on household circumstances on 
a monthly basis as a condition of con-
tinuing eligibility. 

(iii) The State agency shall provide 
an individual or agency unit which a 
household may contact to receive 
prompt answers about the completion 
of the form. A telephone number (toll 
free for households outside the local 
calling area) which a household may 
use to obtain further information shall 
also be available. 

(iv) The State agency shall ensure 
that households are informed about the 
availability and amount of the stand-
ard utility allowances, if the State 
agency offers them. 

(2) Monthly report form. The State 
agency’s monthly report form shall 
meet the following requirements: 

(i) Be written in clear, simple lan-
guage; 

(ii) Meet the bilingual requirements 
described in § 272.4(b) of this chapter; 

(iii) Specify the date by which the 
agency must receive the form and the 
consequences of a late or incomplete 
form, including whether the State 
agency shall delay payment if the form 
is not received by the specified date; 

(iv) Specify the verification which 
the household must submit with the 
form, in accordance with § 273.21(i); 

(v) Identify the individual or agency 
unit available to assist in completing 
the form: 

(vi) Include a statement to be signed 
by a member of the household, indi-
cating his or her understanding that 
the provided information may result in 
changes in the level of benefits, includ-
ing reduction and termination; 

(vii) Include, in prominent and bold-
face lettering, an understandable de-
scription of the Act’s civil and criminal 
penalties for fraud. 

(viii) If the form requests Social Se-
curity numbers, include a statement of 
the State agency’s authority to require 
Social Security numbers (SSN’s) (in-
cluding the statutory citation, the 
title of the statute, and the fact that 
providing SSN’s is mandatory), the 
purpose of requiring SSN’s, the routine 
uses for SSN’s, and the effect of not 
providing SSN’s. This statement may 
be on the form itself or included as an 
attachment to the form. 

(3) Reported information. The State 
agency may determine the information 
relevant to eligibility and benefit de-
termination to be included on the 
monthly report form except that the 
State agency shall not require house-
holds to monthly report medical ex-
penses. Medical expenses may be re-
ported in accordance with § 273.10(d)(4). 

(4) Combined form. If the State agency 
uses a combined monthly report for 
food stamps and TANF, the State agen-
cy shall clearly indicate on the form 
that non-TANF food stamp households 
need not provide TANF-only informa-
tion. 

(i) Verification. Each month the 
household shall verify information for 
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those items designated by the State 
agency. The State agency may des-
ignate that verification be submitted 
for any item that has changed or ap-
pears questionable. If the household 
voluntarily reports a change in its 
medical expenses, the State agency 
shall verify the change in accordance 
with § 273.2(f)(8)(ii) before acting on it if 
the change would increase the house-
hold’s allotment. In the case of a re-
ported change that would decrease the 
household’s allotment, or make the 
household ineligible, the State agency 
shall act on the change without requir-
ing verification, though verification 
which is required by § 273.2(f)(8)(i) shall 
be obtained prior to the household’s re-
certification. 

(j) State agency action on reports—(1) 
Processing. Upon receiving a monthly 
report, the State agency shall: 

(i) Review the report to ensure accu-
racy and completeness. 

(ii) Consider the report incomplete 
only if: 

(A) It is not signed by the head of the 
household, an authorized representa-
tive or a responsible member of the 
household; 

(B) It is not accompanied by 
verification required by the State 
agency on the monthly report; 

(C) It omits information required by 
the State agency on the monthly re-
port necessary either to determine the 
household’s eligibility or to compute 
the household’s level of food stamp 
benefits. 

(iii) Determine those items which 
will require additional verification, in 
accordance with paragraph (i) of this 
section. 

(iv) Contact the household directly, 
and take action as needed, to obtain 
further information on specific items. 
These items include: 

(A) The effect of a reported change in 
resources on a household’s total re-
sources; and 

(B) The effect of a reported change in 
household composition or loss of a job 
or source of earned income on the ap-
plicability of the work registration re-
quirement. 

(v) Notify the household, in accord-
ance with paragraph (j)(3)(ii) of this 
section, of the need to submit a report, 
correct an incomplete or inaccurate re-

port, or submit the necessary 
verification within the extension pe-
riod. 

(vi) Determine the household’s eligi-
bility by considering all factors, in-
cluding income, in accordance with 
paragraphs (e) or (g) of this section. 

(vii) Determine the household’s level 
of benefits in accordance with § 273.10(e) 
based on the household composition de-
termined in accordance with paragraph 
(f)(1) of this section. For those house-
hold members the following (except as 
provided in paragraph (f)(2) of this sec-
tion) income and deductions shall be 
considered: 

(A) Earned and unearned income re-
ceived in the corresponding budget 
month, including income that has been 
averaged in accordance with paragraph 
(f) of this section. The earned income 
of an elementary or secondary school 
student excluded in accordance with 
§ 273.9(c)(7) shall be excluded until the 
budget month following the budget 
month in which the student turns 18. 
The State agency has the option of 
converting to a regular monthly 
amount the income that a household 
receives weekly or biweekly. If the 
State agency elects to convert weekly 
or biweekly income for MRRB house-
holds, it shall do so for all households 
in its MRRB caseload. The State agen-
cy may convert or average income in 
the beginning months and use actual 
earned or unearned income received in 
the budget month following the begin-
ning months of participation. 

(B) The PA grant paid in the cor-
responding budget month or the PA 
grant to be paid in the issuance month. 
If the State agency elects to use the 
PA grant to be paid in the issuance 
month, the State agency shall ensure 
that: 

(1) Any additional or corrective pay-
ments are counted, either prospec-
tively or retrospectively; and 

(2) the State agency shall disregard 
income received in the budget month 
from a terminated source which results 
in an increase in the PA grant, pro-
vided the household has reported the 
termination of the income either in the 
monthly report for the budget month 
or in some other manner which, as de-
termined by the State agency, allows 
the State agency sufficient time to 
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process the change and affect the allot-
ment in the issuance month. 

A State agency which elects to use the 
PA grant to be paid in the issuance 
month shall implement mass changes 
in accordance with the procedures at 
§ 273.12(e)(2). 

(C) Deductions as billed or averaged 
from the corresponding budget month, 
including those shelter costs billed less 
often than monthly which the house-
hold has chosen to average. 

(viii) Issue benefits in accordance 
with part 274 of this chapter and on the 
time schedule set forth in paragraph 
(k) of this section. 

(ix) Provide specific information on 
how the State agency calculated the 
benefit level if it has changed since the 
preceding month, either with the 
issuance or in a separate notification. 

(2) Notices. (i) All notices regarding 
changes in a household’s benefits shall 
meet the definition of adequate notice 
as defined in § 271.2. 

(ii) The State agency shall notify a 
household of any change from its prior 
benefit level and the basis for its deter-
mination. If the State agency reduces, 
suspends or terminates benefits, it 
shall send the notice so the household 
receives it no later than either the date 
the resulting benefits are to be re-
ceived or in place of the benefits. 

(iii) The State agency shall notify a 
household, in accordance with para-
graph (j)(3)(iii), if its monthly report is 
late or incomplete, or further informa-
tion is needed. 

(3) Incomplete filing. (i) If a household 
fails to file a monthly report, or files 
an incomplete report, by the specified 
filing date, the State agency shall give 
the household at least ten more days, 
from the date the State agency mails 
the notice to file a complete monthly 
report. 

(ii) The State agency shall notify the 
household within five days of the filing 
date: 

(A) That the monthly report is either 
overdue or incomplete; 

(B) What the household must do to 
complete the form; 

(C) If any verification is missing and 
the lack of that verification will ad-
versely affect the household’s allot-
ment; 

(D) That the Social Security number 
of a new member must be reported, if 
the household has reported a new mem-
ber but not the new member’s Social 
Security number; 

(E) What the extended filing date is; 
(F) That the State agency will assist 

the household in completing the re-
port. 

(iii) When a State agency requires 
verification for the item listed and the 
household does not provide the 
verification, the State agency shall 
take the following actions: 

(A) If the household does not verify 
earned income, the State agency shall 
regard the household’s report as incom-
plete, take action in accordance with 
paragraphs (j)(3)(i) and (j)(3)(ii) of this 
section and, if appropriate, terminate 
the household in accordance with para-
graph (m) of this section. 

(B) If the household is using its ac-
tual utility costs to establish its shel-
ter cost deduction in accordance with 
§ 273.9(d) and it does not verify a change 
in its actual utility expenses, the State 
agency shall not allow a deduction for 
such costs. 

(C) If a household fails to verify a 
change in reported medical expenses in 
accordance with § 273.2(f)(8), and that 
change would increase the household’s 
allotment, the State agency shall not 
make the change. The State agency 
shall act on reported changes without 
requiring verification if the changes 
would decrease the household’s allot-
ment, or make the household ineli-
gible. 

(D) If the household does not verify 
other items for which verification is re-
quired, the State agency shall: 

(1) Act on the reported change if it 
would decrease benefits. 

(2) Not act on the reported change if 
it would increase benefits. 

(E) If the household does not report 
or verify changes in child support, the 
State agency shall not allow a child 
support deduction. 

(k) Issuance of benefits—(1) Timely 
issuance. (i) For an eligible household 
which has filed a complete monthly re-
port by the scheduled filing date, the 
State agency shall provide an oppor-
tunity to participate within the month 
following the budget month in a one- 
month system, or within the second 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 08:32 Mar 17, 2011 Jkt 223015 PO 00000 Frm 00879 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223015.XXX 223015w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 D
S

K
1D

X
X

6B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



870 

7 CFR Ch. II (1–1–11 Edition) § 273.21 

month following the budget month in a 
two-month system. 

(ii) The State agency shall provide 
each household with an issuance cycle 
so that the household receives its bene-
fits at about the same time each month 
and has an opportunity to participate 
before the end of each issuance month. 

(2) Delayed issuance. (i) If an eligible 
household files a complete monthly re-
port during its extension period, the 
State agency shall provide it with an 
opportunity to participate no later 
than ten days after its normal issuance 
date. 

(ii) If an eligible household which has 
been terminated for failure to file a 
complete report files a complete report 
after its extended filing date, but be-
fore the end of the issuance month, the 
State agency may choose to reinstate 
the household by providing it with an 
opportunity to participate. If the 
household has requested a fair hearing 
on the basis that a complete monthly 
report was filed, the State agency shall 
reinstate the household if a completed 
monthly report is filed before the end 
of the issuance month. 

(iii) If an eligible household files a 
complete report after the issuance 
month, the State agency shall not pro-
vide the household with an opportunity 
to participate for that month. 

(l) Other reporting requirements—(1) In-
formation reported on the monthly report. 
The monthly report shall be the sole 
reporting requirement for information 
required to be included in the monthly 
report. Changes in household cir-
cumstances not subject to monthly re-
porting shall be reported in accordance 
with § 273.12. 

(2) Households excluded from monthly 
reporting. Households which are ex-
cluded from monthly reporting shall 
report changes in accordance with 
§ 273.12. 

(m) Termination. (1) The State agency 
shall terminate a household’s food 
stamp participation if the household: 

(i) Is ineligible for food stamps, un-
less suspended in accordance with para-
graph (n) of this section: 

(ii) Fails to file a complete report by 
the extended filing date; or 

(iii) Fails to comply with a non-
financial eligibility requirement, such 
as registering for employment. 

(2) The State agency shall issue a no-
tice to the household which: 

(i) Complies with the requirements of 
§ 271.2 for adequate notice; 

(ii) Informs the household of the rea-
son for its termination; 

(iii) If the State agency allows rein-
statement under paragraph (k)(2)(ii), 
explains how the household may be re-
instated; 

(iv) Informs the household of its 
rights to request a fair hearing and to 
receive continued benefits. If termi-
nation is for failure to submit a month-
ly report and the household states that 
a monthly report has been filed, the 
notice must advise the household that 
a completed monthly report must be 
filed prior to the end of the issuance 
month as a condition for continued re-
ceipt of benefits. 

(3) The State agency shall issue the 
notice to the household so that it re-
ceives the notice no later than the 
household’s normal or extended 
issuance date. 

(n) Suspension. The State agency may 
suspend a household’s issuance in ac-
cordance with this paragraph. If the 
State agency does not choose this op-
tion, it shall instead terminate house-
holds in accordance with paragraph (m) 
of this section. 

(1) The State agency may suspend a 
household’s issuance for one month if 
the household becomes temporarily in-
eligible due to a periodic increase in re-
curring income or other change not ex-
pected to continue in the subsequent 
month. The State agency may on a 
Statewide basis either suspend the 
household’s certification prospectively 
for the issuance month or retrospec-
tively for the issuance month cor-
responding to the budget month in 
which the noncontinuing circumstance 
occurs. 

(2) The State agency shall continue 
to supply monthly reports to the 
household for one month. 

(3) If the suspended household again 
becomes eligible, the State agency 
shall issue benefits on the household’s 
normal issuance date. 

(4) If the suspended household does 
not become eligible after one month, 
the State agency shall terminate the 
household. 
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(o) If a household has been termi-
nated or suspended based on an antici-
pated change in circumstances, the 
State agency shall not count any non-
continuing circumstances which caused 
the prospective ineligibility when cal-
culating the household’s benefits retro-
spectively in a subsequent month. 

(p) Fair hearings—(1) Entitlement. All 
households participating in a MRRB 
system shall be entitled to fair hear-
ings in accordance with § 273.15. 

(2) Continuation of benefits. (i) Any 
household which requests a fair hear-
ing and does not waive continuation of 
benefits, and is otherwise eligible for 
continuation of benefits, shall have its 
benefits continued until the end of the 
certification period or the resolution of 
the fair hearing, whichever is first. If 
the State agency did not receive a 
monthly report from the household by 
the extended filing date and the house-
hold states that a monthly report was 
submitted, the household is entitled to 
continued benefits, provided That a 
completed report is submitted no later 
than the last day of the issuance 
month. 

(ii) The State agency shall provide 
continued benefits no later than five 
working days from the day it receives 
the household’s request. 

(iii) A household whose benefits have 
been continued shall file montly re-
ports until the end of the certification 
period. If the fair hearing is with re-
gard to termination for nonreceipt of 
the monthly report by the State agen-
cy, a completed monthly report for the 
month in question shall be submitted 
by the household no later than the last 
day of the issuance month. 

(iv) During the fair hearing period 
the State agency shall adjust allot-
ments to take into account reported 
changes, except for the factor(s) on 
which the fair hearing is based. 

(q) Recertification—(1) Timeliness. The 
State agency shall recertify an eligible 
household which timely reapplies and 
provides it with an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the household’s normal 
issuance cycle. 

(2) Retrospective Recertification. (i) The 
State agency shall recertify the house-
hold using retrospective information to 
determine the household’s benefit level 

for the first month of the new certifi-
cation period. 

(ii) If the State agency is operating a 
two-month MRRB system, the State 
agency may delay reflecting informa-
tion from the recertification interview 
in the household’s eligibility and ben-
efit level until the second month of the 
new certification period. 

(iii) The State agency shall recertify 
households according to one of the 
three options set forth in paragraphs 
(q) (3), (4), or (5) of this section. 

(3) Option One: Recertification form. (i) 
The State agency shall provide each 
household with a recertification form 
to obtain all necessary information 
about the household’s circumstances 
for the budget month. 

(ii) The State agency shall mail the 
form to the household, along with a no-
tice of expiration, in place of the 
monthly report form. The State agency 
shall either: Mail the recertification 
form along with the notice of expira-
tion; use a recertification form which 
contains a notice of expiration; or mail 
the recertification form and the notice 
of expiration separately, as long as the 
forms are mailed at the same time. 

(iii) The household shall submit the 
form to the State agency in accordance 
with paragraph (h)(1)(i) of this section. 

(4) Option Two: Monthly report and ad-
dendum. (i) The State agency shall pro-
vide each household with a notice of 
expiration and monthly report form 
and an addendum to obtain all addi-
tional information necessary for recer-
tification. 

(ii) The State agency shall either: 
Mail the monthly report form along 
with the notice of expiration; use a 
monthly report form which contains a 
notice of expiration; or mail the 
monthly report form and the notice of 
expiration separately, as long as the 
forms are mailed at the same time. 

(iii) The household shall submit the 
monthly report to the State agency in 
accordance with paragraph (h)(1)(i) of 
this section. 

(iv) The State agency shall deliver 
the recertification addendum to the 
household along with the monthly re-
port form or obtain the necessary in-
formation from the household at the 
interview. 
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(v) The household shall submit the 
addendum to the State agency no later 
than the time of the interview. 

(5) Option Three: Signed Statement. (i) 
The State agency shall recertify house-
holds based on the monthly report and 
the interview. 

(ii) At the interview, the State agen-
cy shall obtain all of the information 
not provided in the monthly report 
which is necessary for recertification. 

(iii) The State agency shall ensure 
that it has on file a statement signed 
by the appropriate household member 
that the household has applied for re-
certification. 

(6) Interview. (1) The State agency 
shall conduct a complete interview 
with a household member or an author-
ized representative. 

(ii) The State agency shall schedule 
the interview at any time during the 
last month of the old certification pe-
riod. 

(iii) If the State agency schedules the 
interview for a date on or before the 
normal filing due date of the monthly 
report, the State agency shall permit 
the household member and authorized 
representative to bring the recertifi-
cation form or monthly report to the 
interview. 

(r) Procedures for households that 
change their reporting and budgeting sta-
tus. The State agency shall use one of 
the following procedures for households 
subject to change in reporting/budg-
eting status. 

(1) Households which become subject to 
MRRB. The State agency may change 
the reporting/budgeting status of 
households which become subject to 
monthly reporting at any time fol-
lowing the change in household cir-
cumstances which results in the 
change in the household’s reporting/ 
budgeting status, subject to the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(i) The State agency shall provide the 
household with information provided 
to MRRB households under paragraph 
(c) of this section. If the State agency 
elects to implement the change during 
the certification period, it may omit 
the oral explanation of MRRB required 
under paragraph (c)(1). 

(ii) The State agency shall not re-
quire the household to submit a 
monthly report during any month in 

which the household was subject to the 
change reporting requirements of 
§ 273.12. 

(2) Households which are no longer sub-
ject to MRRB. The agency shall use one 
of the following procedures to remove 
households from the MRRB system. 

(i) Procedures for households exempt 
from MRRB. For any household which 
becomes exempt from MRRB under 
paragraph (b) of this section, the State 
agency shall notify the household with-
in 10 days of the date the State agency 
becomes aware of the change that the 
household has become exempt from 
monthly reporting and is no longer re-
quired to file any future monthly re-
ports and has also become exempt from 
retrospective budgeting and when the 
change in budgeting will go into effect. 
The State agency shall begin deter-
mining the household’s benefits pro-
spectively no later than the first 
issuance month for which a household 
has not submitted a monthly report for 
the budget month. 

(ii) Other households moving from 
MRRB to change reporting and prospec-
tive budgeting. When a household is no 
longer subject to MRRB under a State 
agency’s system, the State agency may 
begin determining the household’s ben-
efits prospectively in any month fol-
lowing the month the State agency be-
comes aware of the changed cir-
cumstances which necessitate the need 
to change the household’s reporting/ 
budgeting status. If the State agency 
elects to change the household’s re-
porting/budgeting status prior recer-
tification it shall provide the house-
hold with a notice explaining the 
change in the month prior to the 
month the change is effective. If the 
State agency elects to change the 
household’s status at recertification it 
shall advise the household at the recer-
tification interview that its reporting/ 
budgeting status is being changed. 

(iii) Households moving from MRRB to 
retrospective budgeting and change re-
porting. If a household’s status neces-
sitates changing it from a monthly re-
porter to a change reporter while con-
tinuing to be budgeted retrospectively, 
the State agency may change the 
household’s status at any time. If the 
State agency elects to change the 
household immediately, the State 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 08:32 Mar 17, 2011 Jkt 223015 PO 00000 Frm 00882 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223015.XXX 223015w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 D
S

K
1D

X
X

6B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



873 

Food and Nutrition Service, USDA § 273.21 

agency shall provide the household 
with a notice that it is no longer sub-
ject to monthly reporting. The notice 
shall include information about the 
household’s reporting requirements 
under § 273.12. 

(s) Implementation of Regulatory 
Changes. The State agency shall imple-
ment changes in regulatory provisions 
for households subject to MRRB pro-
spectively based on the effective date 
and implementation time frame pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. Rules 
are effective as of the same date for all 
households regardless of the budgeting 
system. 

(t) Monthly reporting requirements for 
households residing on reservations. The 
following procedures shall be used for 
households which reside on reserva-
tions and are required to submit 
monthly reports: 

(1) Definition of a reservation. For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘res-
ervation’’ shall mean the geographi-
cally defined area or areas over which 
a tribal organization exercises govern-
mental jurisdiction. The term ‘‘tribal 
organization’’ shall mean the recog-
nized governing body of an Indian tribe 
(including the tribally recognized 
intertribal organization of such tribes), 
as well as any Indian tribe, band, or 
community holding a treaty with a 
State government. 

(2) Benefit determination for missing re-
ports. The State agency shall not delay, 
reduce, or suspend the allotment of a 
household that fails to submit a report 
by the issuance date. 

(3) Reinstatement. If a household is 
terminated for failing to submit a 
monthly report, the household shall be 
reinstated without being required to 
submit a new application if a monthly 
report is submitted no later than the 
last day of the month following the 
month the household was terminated. 

(4) Notices. (i) All notices regarding 
changes in a household’s benefits shall 
meet the definition of adequate notice 
as defined in § 271.2 of this chapter. 

(ii) If a household fails to file a 
monthly report by the specified filing 
date, the State agency shall notify the 
household within five days of the filing 
date: 

(A) That the monthly report is either 
overdue or incomplete; 

(B) What the household must do to 
complete the form; 

(C) If any verification is missing; 
(D) That the Social Security number 

of a new member must be reported, if 
the household has reported a new mem-
ber but not the new member’s Social 
Security number; 

(E) What the extended filing date is; 
(F) That the State agency will assist 

the household in completing the re-
port; and 

(G) That the household’s benefits will 
be issued based on the previous 
month’s submitted report without re-
gard to any changes in the household’s 
circumstances if the missing report is 
not submitted. 

(iii) Simultaneously with the 
issuance, the State agency shall notify 
a household, if its report has not been 
received, that the benefits being pro-
vided are based on the previous 
month’s submitted report and that this 
benefit does not reflect any changes in 
the household’s circumstances. This 
notice shall also advise the household 
that, if a complete report is not filed 
timely, the household will be termi-
nated. 

(iv) If the household is terminated, 
the State agency shall send the notice 
so the household receives it no later 
than the date benefits would have been 
received. This notice shall advise the 
household of its right to reinstatement 
if a complete monthly report is sub-
mitted by the end of the month fol-
lowing termination. 

(5) Supplements and claims. If the 
household submits the missing month-
ly report after the issuance date but in 
the issuance month, the State agency 
shall provide the household with a sup-
plement, if warranted. If the household 
submits the missing monthly report 
after the issuance date or the State 
agency becomes aware of a change that 
would have decreased benefits in some 
other manner, the State agency shall 
file a claim for any benefits overissued. 

[48 FR 54965, Dec. 8, 1983] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 273.21, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 
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§ 273.22 [Reserved] 

§ 273.23 Simplified application and 
standardized benefit projects. 

(a) General. This subpart establishes 
rules under which Simplified Applica-
tion and Standardized Benefit Projects 
shall operate. State agencies and polit-
ical subdivisions chosen as project op-
erators may designate households con-
taining members receiving TANF, SSI, 
or Medicaid benefits as project eligible. 
Project eligible households shall have 
their food stamp eligibility determined 
using simplified application proce-
dures. Food stamp eligibility shall be 
determined using information con-
tained in their TANF, or Medicaid ap-
plication, or, in the case of SSI, on the 
State Data Exchange (SDX) tape, and 
any appropriate addendum. Project-eli-
gible households shall be considered 
categorically food stamp resource eli-
gible based on their eligibility for 
these other programs and shall be re-
quired to meet food stamp income eli-
gibility standards. However, income 
definitions appropriate to the TANF, 
SSI or Medicaid programs shall be used 
instead of food stamp income defini-
tions in determining eligibility. In ad-
dition, such households shall, as a con-
dition of program eligibility, meet and/ 
or fulfill all food stamp nonfinancial 
eligibility requirements. (Project-eligi-
ble households defined as categorically 
eligible in § 273.2 (j) and (k) of these 
regulations are not required to meet 
the income eligibility standards.) To 
further simplify program administra-
tion, benefits provided to such house-
holds may be standardized by category 
of assistance and household size. 

(b) Program administration. (1) Sim-
plified application and standardized 
benefit procedures are applicable in 
five States and five political subdivi-
sions. For the purpose of this section, a 
political subdivision is a project area 
as defined in § 271.2 of these regula-
tions. 

(2) State agencies and political sub-
divisions seeking to operate a Sim-
plified Application and Standardized 
Benefit Project shall submit Work 
Plans to FNS in accordance with the 
requirements of this section. 

(3) FNS shall evaluate Work Plans 
according to the criteria set forth in 

the Simplified Application/Standard-
ized Benefit Notice of Intent. 

(4) Political subdivisions shall sub-
mit their Work Plans to FNS through 
their respective State agencies for re-
view and approval. 

(5) A State agency selected by FNS 
to operate a Simplified Application and 
Standardized Benefit Project shall in-
clude the Work Plan in its State Plan 
of Operations. A political subdivision 
chosen to operate a Simplified Applica-
tion and Standardized Benefit Project 
shall assure that the responsible State 
agency include that political subdivi-
sion’s project Work Plan in its own 
State Plan of Operations. The Work 
Plan shall be updated, as needed, to re-
flect changes in the benefit method-
ology, subject to prior FNS approval. 

(c) Contents of the work plan. The 
Work Plan submitted by each applicant 
shall contain the following informa-
tion: 

(1) Background information on the 
proposed site’s characteristics, current 
operating procedures, and a general de-
scription of the proposed procedures; 

(2) A description of the proposed 
project design, including the benefit 
methodology, households which will be 
project eligible, operational proce-
dures, and the need for waivers; 

(3) An implementation and moni-
toring plan describing tasks, staffing 
and a timetable for implementation; 

(4) An estimate of project impacts in-
cluding implementation costs and, on 
an annual basis, operating costs, ad-
ministrative costs, error reduction, and 
benefit changes; and 

(5) A statement signed by the State 
official with authority to commit the 
State or political subdivisions to the 
project’s operation. 

(d) Project-eligible households. Each 
operating agency shall decide which of 
the following categories of household 
shall be eligible to participate in the 
project. 

(1) Households all of whose members 
receive TANF benefits under part A of 
title IV of the Social Security Act; 

(2) Households all of whose members 
receive SSI benefits under title XVI of 
the Social Security Act; 

(3) Households all of whose members 
receive Medicaid benefits under title 
XIX of the Social Security Act; 
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(4) Households each of whose mem-
bers receive one or more of the fol-
lowing: TANF, SSI, or Medicaid bene-
fits (multiple-benefit households); and 

(5) Households only some of whose 
members receive TANF, SSI, and/or 
Medicaid benefits (mixed households). 

(e) Determining Food Stamp Program 
eligibility. Under the Simplified Appli-
cation and Standardized Benefit 
Project, project eligible households 
shall have their food stamp eligibility 
determined using the following cri-
teria. 

(1) Certain households, at the oper-
ating agency’s option, which contain 
members receiving TANF, SSI, or Med-
icaid benefits, shall be designated 
project eligible and need not make sep-
arate application for food stamp bene-
fits. Once such households indicate in 
writing a desire to receive food stamps, 
their eligibility will be determined 
based on information contained in 
their application for TANF or Medicaid 
benefits or, in the case of SSI, on the 
State Data Exchange (SDX) tape. 
TANF or Medicaid applications may 
need to be modified, or be subject to an 
addendum in order to accommodate 
any additional information required by 
the operating agency. 

(2) The income definitions and re-
source requirements prescribed under 
§ 273.9 (b) and (c) and § 273.8 are inappli-
cable to project-eligible households. 
Project-eligible households which have 
met the resource requirements of the 
TANF, SSI, and/or Medicaid programs 
shall be considered to have satisfied 
the food stamp resource requirements. 
Gross income less any allowed exclu-
sions, as defined by the appropriate 
categorical aid program, shall be used 
to determine food stamp income eligi-
bility (unless the project household is 
categorically income eligible as de-
fined in § 273.2 (j) and (k)) and benefit 
levels. Deemed income, as defined 
under TANF, SSI or Medicaid rules, 
shall be excluded to the extent that 
households with such income are part 
of the food stamp household providing 
the deemed income. 

(3) Project-eligible households which 
are not categorically income eligible 
shall meet the gross and net income 
standards prescribed in § 273.9(a). Net 
income shall be determined by sub-

tracting from gross income either ac-
tual or standardized deduction 
amounts. If standardized deduction 
amounts are used, they may be ini-
tially determined using recent histor-
ical data on deductions claimed by 
such households. Such deductions must 
be updated, as necessary, on at least an 
annual basis. Such deductions shall in-
clude: 

(i) The current standard deduction 
for all households; 

(ii) An excess shelter deduction and a 
dependent care deduction for house-
holds not containing an elderly or dis-
abled member; 

(iii) A dependent care deduction, an 
uncapped excess shelter deduction and 
a medical deduction for households 
containing a qualified elderly or dis-
abled member; and 

(iv) A standardized or actual earned 
income deduction for households con-
taining members with earned income. 

(4) All non-financial food stamp eligi-
bility requirements shall be applicable 
to project-eligible households. 

(f) Benefit levels. (1) In establishing 
benefits for project eligible households, 
either the appropriate State standard 
of need (maximum aid payment) or 
gross income as determined for the ap-
propriate categorical aid program plus 
the value of any monetary categorical 
benefits received, if any, may be used 
as the gross income amount. If mixed 
households are designated project eligi-
ble, procedures shall be developed to 
include as household income the in-
come of those household members not 
receiving categorical aid. 

(2) If allotments are standardized, the 
average allotment for each category of 
household, by household size, shall be 
no less than average allotments would 
have been were the project not in oper-
ation. 

(3) Benefit methodologies shall be 
constructed to ensure that benefits re-
ceived by households having higher 
than average allotments under normal 
program rules are not significantly re-
duced as a result of standardization. 

(4) Benefit methodologies shall be 
structured to ensure that decreases in 
household benefits are not reduced by 
more than $10 or 20%, whichever is less. 
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(5) The methodology to be used in de-
veloping benefit levels shall be deter-
mined by the operating agency but 
shall be subject to FNS approval. 

(6) With FNS approval, operating 
agencies may develop an alternate 
methodology for standardizing allot-
ments/deductions for specific sizes and 
categories of households where such 
size and category is so small as to 
make the use of average deductions 
and/or allotments impractical. 

(7) FNS may require operating agen-
cies to revise their standardized allot-
ments during the course of the project 
to reflect changes in items such as 
household characteristics, the Thrifty 
Food Plan, deduction amounts, the 
benefit reduction rate, or benefit levels 
in TANF or SSI. Such changes will be 
documented by revising the Work Plan 
amendment to the State Plan of Oper-
ations. 

(g) Household notification. All cer-
tified project-eligible households resid-
ing in the selected project sites shall be 
provided with a notice, prior to project 
commencement, informing them of the 
revised procedures and household re-
quirements under the project. If house-
hold allotments are to be standardized, 
the notice shall also provide specific 
information on the value of the newly 
computed benefit and the formula used 
to calculate the benefit. The notice 
shall meet the requirements of a notice 
of adverse action as set forth in 
§ 273.13(a)(2). 

(h) Application processing procedures. 
(1) The operating agency shall allow 
project-eligible households to indicate 
in writing their desire to receive food 
stamps. Such households shall be noti-
fied in writing, at the time such indica-
tion is made, that information con-
tained in their TANF, SSI, or Medicaid 
application will be the basis of their 
food stamp eligibility determination. If 
mixed households are included in the 
project-eligible universe, the project 
operator shall develop a procedure to 
collect the necessary information on 
household members not receiving cat-
egorical aid. 

(2) The operating agency may use 
simplified application and standardized 
benefit procedures only for those 
households containing at least one 
member certified to receive either 

TANF, SSI, or Medicaid benefits. If 
simplified procedures are to be used, 
the State agency shall make all eligi-
bility determinations for households 
jointly applying for food stamps and 
TANF, SSI, or Medicaid benefits within 
the 30-day food stamp processing pe-
riod. If a household’s eligibility for 
TANF, SSI, or Medicaid cannot be es-
tablished within the 30-day period, nor-
mal food stamp application, certifi-
cation, and benefit determination pro-
cedures shall be used and benefits shall 
be issued within 30 days if the house-
hold is eligible. Households which are 
jointly applying for TANF, SSI, or 
Medicaid, and which qualify for expe-
dited service, shall be certified for food 
stamps using procedures prescribed at 
§ 273.2(i). However, if the State agency 
can process the application of an expe-
dited service household for categorical 
assistance within the expedited period 
prescribed at § 273.2(i), it may use sim-
plified application and standardized 
benefit procedures to certify the house-
hold for food stamp benefits. 

(i) Regulatory requirements. (1) All 
Food Stamp Program regulations shall 
remain in effect unless they are ex-
pressly altered by the provisions of this 
section or the provisions contained 
within the approved SA/SB Work Plan. 

(2) Certification periods for mixed 
households. At the option of the oper-
ating agency, mixed households may be 
assigned certification periods of up to 
one year. Such households, if cir-
cumstances warrant, may be required 
to attend a face-to-face interview on a 
schedule which would conform to cer-
tification periods normally assigned 
such households as specified in 
§ 273.10(f). At the time of the interview, 
the household shall be required to com-
plete a modified application and pro-
vide additional information in accord-
ance with § 273.2(f). If the household 
fails to comply with the interview re-
view requirement or if information ob-
tained indicates a revision in house-
hold eligibility or benefits, action will 
be taken in accordance with§ 273.13, No-
tice of Adverse Action. 

(j) Quality control. (1) Project eligible 
households selected for quality control 
review shall be reviewed by the State 
agency using special procedures, based 
on project requirements, which have 
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been developed by the State agency 
and approved by FNS. 

(2) The error rate(s) determined using 
the special quality control review pro-
cedures shall be included when deter-
mining the State agency’s overall error 
rate. 

(k) Funding. Operating agencies shall 
be reimbursed for project costs at the 
rates prescribed in § 277.4. 

(l) Evaluation. Each project site shall 
conduct a self-evaluation of the 
project’s impact on benefits, adminis-
trative costs and participation. Such 
evaluation shall be conducted within 
three months of project implementa-
tion. The results of the self-evaluation 
shall be sent to FNS within six months 
of project implementation. The impact 
of the project on project-eligible house-
holds’ error rates shall be reported on 
an annual basis in accordance with 
§ 273.23(m). 

(m) Reporting requirements. Operating 
agencies shall be required to prepare 
and submit to FNS an annual report on 
the error rate attributable to project- 
eligible households. The timing of such 
reports shall coincide with the due date 
for the annual quality control report 
prescribed in § 275.21(d). 

(n) State agency monitoring. Moni-
toring shall be undertaken to ensure 
compliance with these regulations and 
the Work Plan submitted to and ap-
proved by FNS. Project monitoring 
shall be conducted in accordance with 
the appropriate sections of part 275, 
Performance Reporting System, of 
these regulations. At a minimum, on-
site reviews of the Simplified Applica-
tion and Standardized Benefit Project 
shall be conducted once within six 
months of the project’s implementa-
tion and then in accordance with the 
Management Evaluation review sched-
ule for the project area. 

(o) Termination. (1) FNS may termi-
nate project operations for any reason 
and at any time on 60 days written no-
tice to the administering State agency 
or political subdivision. State or local 
agencies may also choose to terminate 
their participation with 60 days writ-
ten notice to FNS. In either such 
event, operating agencies shall be 
given sufficient time to return to nor-
mal operations in an orderly fashion. 

(2) If termination occurs, FNS may 
select another site for project oper-
ations. Such selection shall be based on 
either previously received project pro-
posals or proposals received under a 
new solicitation. 

[53 FR 26224, July 12, 1988] 

§ 273.24 Time limit for able-bodied 
adults. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of the 
food stamp time limit, the terms below 
have the following meanings: 

(1) Fulfilling the work requirement 
means: 

(i) Working 20 hours per week, aver-
aged monthly; for purposes of this pro-
vision, 20 hours a week averaged 
monthly means 80 hours a month; 

(ii) Participating in and complying 
with the requirements of a work pro-
gram 20 hours per week, as determined 
by the State agency; 

(iii) Any combination of working and 
participating in a work program for a 
total of 20 hours per week, as deter-
mined by the State agency; or 

(iv) Participating in and complying 
with a workfare program; 

(2) Working means: 
(i) Work in exchange for money; 
(ii) Work in exchange for goods or 

services (‘‘in kind’’ work); or 
(iii) Unpaid work, verified under 

standards established by the State 
agency. 

(iv) Any combination of paragraphs 
(a)(2)(i), (a)(2)(ii) and (a)(2)(iii) of this 
section. 

(3) Work Program means: 
(i) A program under the Workforce 

Investment Act (Pub. L. 105–220); 
(ii) A program under section 236 of 

the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2296); or 
(iii) An employment and training 

program, other than a job search or job 
search training program, operated or 
supervised by a State or political sub-
division of a State that meets stand-
ards approved by the Governor of the 
State, including a program under 
§ 273.7(f). Such a program may contain 
job search or job search training as a 
subsidiary component as long as such 
component is less than half the re-
quirement. 

(4) Workfare program means: 
(i) A program under § 273.7(m); or 
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(ii) A comparable program estab-
lished by a State or political subdivi-
sion of a State. 

(b) General Rule. Individuals are not 
eligible to participate in the Food 
Stamp Program as a member of any 
household if the individual received 
food stamps for more than three count-
able months during any three-year pe-
riod, except that individuals may be el-
igible for up to three additional count-
able months in accordance with para-
graph (e) of this section. 

(1) Countable months. Countable 
months are months during which an in-
dividual receives food stamps for the 
full benefit month while not: 

(i) Exempt under paragraph (c) of 
this section; 

(ii) Covered by a waiver under para-
graph (f) of this section; 

(iii) Fulfilling the work requirement 
as defined in paragraph (a)(1) of this 
section; or 

(iv) Receiving benefits that are pro-
rated in accordance with § 273.10. 

(2) Good cause. As determined by the 
State agency, if an individual would 
have worked an average of 20 hours per 
week but missed some work for good 
cause, the individual shall be consid-
ered to have met the work requirement 
if the absence from work is temporary 
and the individual retains his or her 
job. Good cause shall include cir-
cumstances beyond the individual’s 
control, such as, but not limited to, ill-
ness, illness of another household 
member requiring the presence of the 
member, a household emergency, or 
the unavailability of transportation. 

(3) Measuring the three-year period. 
The State agency may measure and 
track the three-year period as it deems 
appropriate. The State agency may use 
either a ‘‘fixed’’ or ‘‘rolling’’ clock. If the 
State agency chooses to switch track-
ing methods it must inform FNS in 
writing. With respect to a State, the 
three-year period: 

(i) Shall be measured and tracked 
consistently so that individuals who 
are similarly situated are treated the 
same; and 

(ii) Shall not include any period be-
fore the earlier of November 22, 1996, or 
the date the State notified food stamp 
recipients of the application of Section 
824 of the Personal Responsibility and 

Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act 
of 1996 (Pub. L. 104–193). 

(4) Treatment of income and resources. 
The income and resources of an indi-
vidual made ineligible under this para-
graph (b) shall be handled in accord-
ance with § 273.11(c)(2). 

(5) Benefits received erroneously. If an 
individual subject to this section re-
ceives food stamp benefits erroneously, 
the State agency shall consider the 
benefits to have been received for pur-
poses of this provision unless or until 
the individual pays it back in full. 

(6) Verification. Verification shall be 
in accordance with § 273.2(f)(1) and 
(f)(8). 

(7) Reporting. A change in work hours 
below 20 hours per week, averaged 
monthly, is a reportable change in ac-
cordance with § 273.12(a)(1)(viii). Re-
gardless of the type of reporting sys-
tem the State agency assigns to poten-
tial ABAWDs, the State agency must 
adhere to the statutory requirements 
of time-limited benefits for individuals 
who are subject to the work require-
ment. The State agency may opt to 
consider work performed in a job that 
was not reported according to the re-
quirements of § 273.12 ‘‘work.’’ 

(c) Exceptions. The time limit does 
not apply to an individual if he or she 
is: 

(1) Under 18 or 50 years of age or 
older; 

(2) Determined by the State agency 
to be medically certified as physically 
or mentally unfit for employment. An 
individual is medically certified as 
physically or mentally unfit for em-
ployment if he or she: 

(i) Is receiving temporary or perma-
nent disability benefits issued by gov-
ernmental or private sources; 

(ii) Is obviously mentally or phys-
ically unfit for employment as deter-
mined by the State agency; or 

(iii) If the unfitness is not obvious, 
provides a statement from a physician, 
physician’s assistant, nurse, nurse 
practitioner, designated representative 
of the physician’s office, a licensed or 
certified psychologist, a social worker, 
or any other medical personnel the 
State agency determines appropriate, 
that he or she is physically or mentally 
unfit for employment. 
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(3) Is a parent (natural, adoptive, or 
step) of a household member under age 
18, even if the household member who 
is under 18 is not himself eligible for 
food stamps; 

(4) Is residing in a household where a 
household member is under age 18, even 
if the household member who is under 
18 is not himself eligible for food 
stamps; 

(5) Is otherwise exempt from work re-
quirements under section 6(d)(2) of the 
Food Stamp Act, as implemented in 
regulations at § 273.7(b); or 

(6) Is pregnant. 
(d) Regaining eligibility. (1) An indi-

vidual denied eligibility under para-
graph (b) of this section, or who did not 
reapply for benefits because he was not 
meeting the work requirements under 
paragraph (b) of this section, shall re-
gain eligibility to participate in the 
Food Stamp Program if, as determined 
by the State agency, during any 30 con-
secutive days, he or she: 

(i) Worked 80 or more hours; 
(ii) Participated in and complied 

with the requirements of a work pro-
gram for 80 or more hours; 

(iii) Any combination of work and 
participation in a work program for a 
total of 80 hours; or participated in and 
complied with a workfare program; or 

(iv) At State agency option, verifies 
that the he or she will meet one of the 
requirements in paragraphs (d)(1)(i), 
(d)(1)(ii), (d)(1)(iii), or (d)(1)(v) of this 
section, within the 30 days subsequent 
to application; or 

(v) Becomes exempt. 
(2) An individual regaining eligibility 

under paragraph (d)(1) of this section 
shall have benefits calculated as fol-
lows: 

(i) For individuals regaining eligi-
bility by working, participating in a 
work program, or combining hours 
worked and hours participating in a 
work program, the State agency may 
either prorate benefits from the day 
the 80 hours are completed or from the 
date of application, or 

(ii) For individuals regaining eligi-
bility by participating in a workfare 
program, and the workfare obligation 
is based on an estimated monthly al-
lotment prorated back to the date of 
application, then the allotment issued 
must be prorated back to this date. 

(3) There is no limit on how many 
times an individual may regain eligi-
bility and subsequently maintain eligi-
bility by meeting the work require-
ment. 

(e) Additional three-month eligibility. 
An individual who regained eligibility 
under paragraph (d) of this section and 
who is no longer fulfilling the work re-
quirement as defined in paragraph (a) 
of this section is eligible for a period of 
three consecutive countable months (as 
defined in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion), starting on the date the indi-
vidual first notifies the State agency 
that he or she is no longer fulfilling the 
work requirement, unless the indi-
vidual has been satisfying the work re-
quirement by participating in a work 
or workfare program, in which case the 
period starts on the date the State 
agency notifies the individual that he 
or she is no longer meeting the work 
requirement. An individual shall not 
receive benefits under this paragraph 
(e) more than once in any three-year 
period. 

(f) Waivers—(1) General. On the re-
quest of a State agency, FNS may 
waive the time limit for a group of in-
dividuals in the State if we determine 
that the area in which the individuals 
reside: 

(i) Has an unemployment rate of over 
10 percent; or 

(ii) Does not have a sufficient number 
of jobs to provide employment for the 
individuals. 

(2) Required data. The State agency 
may submit whatever data it deems ap-
propriate to support its request. How-
ever, to support waiver requests based 
on unemployment rates or labor force 
data, States must submit data that re-
lies on standard Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics (BLS) data or methods. A non- 
exhaustive list of the kinds of data a 
State agency may submit follows: 

(i) To support a claim of unemploy-
ment over 10 percent, a State agency 
may submit evidence that an area has 
a recent 12 month average unemploy-
ment rate over 10 percent; a recent 
three month average unemployment 
rate over 10 percent; or an historical 
seasonal unemployment rate over 10 
percent; or 
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(ii) To support a claim of lack of suf-
ficient jobs, a State may submit evi-
dence that an area: is designated as a 
Labor Surplus Area (LSA) by the De-
partment of Labor’s Employment and 
Training Administration (ETA); is de-
termined by the Department of Labor’s 
Unemployment Insurance Service as 
qualifying for extended unemployment 
benefits; has a low and declining em-
ployment-to-population ratio; has a 
lack of jobs in declining occupations or 
industries; is described in an academic 
study or other publications as an area 
where there are lack of jobs; has a 24- 
month average unemployment rate 20 
percent above the national average for 
the same 24-month period. This 24- 
month period may not be any earlier 
than the same 24-month period the 
ETA uses to designate LSAs for the 
current fiscal year. 

(3) Waivers that are readily approvable. 
FNS will approve State agency waivers 
where FNS confirms: 

(i) Data from the BLS or the BLS co-
operating agency that shows an area 
has a most recent 12 month average un-
employment rate over 10 percent; 

(ii) Evidence that the area has been 
designated a Labor Surplus Area by the 
ETA for the current fiscal year; or 

(iii) Data from the BLS or the BLS 
cooperating agency that an area has a 
24 month average unemployment rate 
that exceeds the national average by 20 
percent for any 24-month period no ear-
lier than the same period the ETA uses 
to designate LSAs for the current fis-
cal year. 

(4) Effective date of certain waivers. In 
areas for which the State certifies that 
data from the BLS or the BLS cooper-
ating agency show a most recent 12 
month average unemployment rate 
over 10 percent; or the area has been 
designated as a Labor Surplus Area by 
the Department of Labor’s Employ-
ment and Training Administration for 
the current fiscal year, the State may 
begin to operate the waiver at the time 
the waiver request is submitted. FNS 
will contact the State if the waiver 
must be modified. 

(5) Duration of waiver. In general, 
waivers will be approved for one year. 
The duration of a waiver should bear 
some relationship to the documenta-
tion provided in support of the waiver 

request. FNS will consider approving 
waivers for up to one year based on 
documentation covering a shorter pe-
riod, but the State agency must show 
that the basis for the waiver is not a 
seasonal or short term aberration. We 
reserve the right to approve waivers for 
a shorter period at the State agency’s 
request or if the data is insufficient. 
We reserve the right to approve a waiv-
er for a longer period if the reasons are 
compelling. 

(6) Areas covered by waivers. States 
may define areas to be covered by 
waivers. We encourage State agencies 
to submit data and analyses that cor-
respond to the defined area. If cor-
responding data does not exist, State 
agencies should submit data that cor-
responds as closely to the area as pos-
sible. 

(g) 15 percent exemptions. (1) For the 
purpose of establishing the 15 percent 
exemption for each State agency, the 
following terms are defined: 

(i) Caseload means the average 
monthly number of individuals receiv-
ing food stamps during the 12-month 
period ending the preceding June 30. 

(ii) Covered individual means a food 
stamp recipient, or an applicant denied 
eligibility for benefits solely because 
he or she received food stamps during 
the 3 months of eligibility provided 
under paragraph (b) of this section, 
who: 

(A) Is not exempt from the time limit 
under paragraph (c) of this section; 

(B) Does not reside in an area covered 
by a waiver granted under paragraph 
(f) of this section; 

(C) Is not fulfilling the work require-
ments as defined in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section; and 

(D) Is not receiving food stamp bene-
fits under paragraph (e) of this section. 

(2) Subject to paragraphs (h) and (i) 
of this section, a State agency may 
provide an exemption from the 3-month 
time limit of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion for covered individuals. Exemp-
tions do not count towards a State 
agency’s allocation if they are provided 
to an individual who is otherwise ex-
empt from the time limit during that 
month. 

(3) For each fiscal year, a State agen-
cy may provide a number of exemp-
tions such that the average monthly 
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number of exemptions in effect during 
the fiscal year does not exceed 15 per-
cent of the number of covered individ-
uals in the State, as estimated by FNS, 
based on FY 1996 quality control data 
and other factors FNS deems appro-
priate, and adjusted by FNS to reflect 
changes in: 

(i) The State agency’s caseload; and 
(ii) FNS’s estimate of changes in the 

proportion of food stamp recipients 
covered by waivers granted under para-
graph (f) of this section. 

(4) State agencies must not discrimi-
nate against any covered individual for 
reasons of age, race, color, sex, dis-
ability, religious creed, national ori-
gin, or political beliefs. Such discrimi-
nation is prohibited by this part, the 
Food Stamp Act, the Age Discrimina-
tion Act of 1975 (Public Law 94–135), the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Public Law 
93–112, section 504), and title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
2000d). Enforcement action may be 
brought under any applicable Federal 
law. Title VI complaints will be proc-
essed in accord with 7 CFR part 15. 

(h) Adjustments. FNS will make ad-
justments as follows: 

(1) Caseload adjustments. FNS will ad-
just the number of exemptions esti-
mated for a State agency under para-
graph (g)(2) of this section during a fis-
cal year if the number of food stamp 
recipients in the State varies from the 
State’s caseload by more than 10 per-
cent, as estimated by FNS. 

(2) Exemption adjustments. During 
each fiscal year, FNS will adjust the 
number of exemptions allocated to a 
State agency based on the number of 
exemptions in effect in the State for 
the preceding fiscal year. 

(i) If the State agency does not use 
all of its exemptions by the end of the 
fiscal year, FNS will increase the esti-
mated number of exemptions allocated 
to the State agency for the subsequent 
fiscal year by the remaining balance. 

(ii) If the State agency exceeds its 
exemptions by the end of the fiscal 
year, FNS will reduce the estimated 
number of exemptions allocated to the 
State agency for the subsequent fiscal 
year by the corresponding number. 

(i) Reporting requirement. The State 
agency will track the number of ex-
emptions used each month and report 

this number to the regional office on a 
quarterly basis as an addendum to the 
quarterly Employment and Training 
Report (Form FNS–583) required by 
§ 273.7(c)(8). 

(j) Other Program rules. Nothing in 
this section will make an individual el-
igible for food stamp benefits if the in-
dividual is not otherwise eligible for 
benefits under the other provisions of 
this part and the Food Stamp Act. 

[Amdt. 379, 64 FR 48257, Sept. 3, 1999, as 
amended at 66 FR 4469, Jan. 17, 2001; 67 FR 
41618, June 19, 2002; 71 FR 33384, June 9, 2006] 

§ 273.25 Simplified Food Stamp Pro-
gram. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section: 

(1) Simplified Food Stamp Program 
(SFSP) means a program authorized 
under 7 U.S.C. 2035. 

(2) Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) means a State pro-
gram of family assistance operated by 
an eligible State under its TANF plan 
as defined at 45 CFR 260.30. 

(3) Pure-TANF household means a 
household in which all members re-
ceive assistance under a State program 
funded under part A of title IV of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et 
seq.). 

(4) Mixed-TANF household means a 
household in which 1 or more members, 
but not all members, receive assistance 
under a State program funded under 
part A of title IV of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.). 

(5) Assistance under a State program 
funded under part A of title IV of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et 
seq.) means ‘‘assistance’’ as defined in 
regulations at 45 CFR 260.31. 

(b) Limit on benefit reduction for mixed- 
TANF households under the SFSP. If a 
State agency chooses to operate an 
SFSP and includes mixed-TANF house-
holds in its program, the following re-
quirements apply in addition to the 
statutory requirements governing the 
SFSP. 

(1) If a State’s SFSP reduces benefits 
for mixed-TANF households, then no 
more than 5 percent of these partici-
pating households can have benefits re-
duced by 10 percent of the amount they 
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are eligible to receive under the reg-
ular FSP and no mixed-TANF house-
hold can have benefits reduced by 25 
percent or more of the amount it is eli-
gible to receive under the regular FSP. 
Reductions of $10 or less will be dis-
regarded when applying this require-
ment. 

(2) The State must include in its 
State SFSP plan an analysis showing 
the impact its program has on benefit 
levels for mixed-TANF households by 
comparing the allotment amount such 
households would receive using the 
rules and procedures of the State’s 
SFSP with the allotment amount these 
households would receive if certified 
under regular Food Stamp Program 
rules and showing the number of house-
holds whose allotment amount would 
be reduced by 9.99 percent or less, by 10 
to 24.99 percent, and by 25 percent or 
more, excluding those households with 
reductions of $10 or less. In order for 
FNS to accurately evaluate the pro-
gram’s impact, States must describe in 
detail the methodology used as the 
basis for this analysis. 

(3) To ensure compliance with the 
benefit reduction requirement once an 
SFSP is operational, States must de-
scribe in their plan and have approved 
by FNS a methodology for measuring 
benefit reductions for mixed-TANF 
households on an on-going basis 
throughout the duration of the SFSP. 
In addition, States must report to FNS 
on a periodic basis the amount of ben-
efit loss experienced by mixed-TANF 
households participating in the State’s 
SFSP. The frequency of such reports 
will be determined by FNS taking into 
consideration such factors as the num-
ber of mixed-TANF households partici-
pating in the SFSP and the amount of 
benefit loss attributed to these house-
holds through initial or on-going anal-
yses. 

(c) Application processing standards. 
Under statutory requirements, a house-
hold is not eligible to participate in an 
SFSP unless it is receiving TANF as-
sistance. If a household is not receiving 
TANF assistance (payments have not 
been authorized) at the time of its ap-
plication for the SFSP, the State agen-
cy must process the application using 
the regular Food Stamp Program re-
quirements of § 273.2, including proc-

essing within the 30-day regular or 7- 
day expedited time frame, and screen-
ing for and provision of expedited serv-
ice if eligible. The State agency must 
determine under regular food stamp 
rules the eligibility and benefits of any 
household that it has found ineligible 
for TANF assistance because of time 
limits, more restrictive resource stand-
ards, or other rules that do not apply 
to food stamps. 

(d) Standards for shelter costs. Legisla-
tion governing the SFSP requires that 
State plans must address the needs of 
households with high shelter costs rel-
ative to their income. If a State choos-
es to standardize shelter costs under 
the SFSP, it must, therefore, use mul-
tiple standards that take into consider-
ation households with high shelter 
costs versus those with low shelter 
costs. A State is prohibited from using 
a single standard based on average 
shelter costs for all households partici-
pating in an SFSP. 

(e) Opportunity for public comment. 
States must provide an opportunity for 
public input on proposed SFSP plans 
(with special attention to changes in 
benefit amounts that are necessary in 
order to ensure that the overall pro-
posal not increase Federal costs) 
through a public comment period, pub-
lic hearings, or meetings with groups 
representing participants’ interests. 
Final approval will be given after the 
State informs the Department about 
the comments received from the pub-
lic. After the public comment period, 
the State agency must inform the De-
partment about the comments received 
from the public and submit its final 
SFSP plan for Departmental approval. 

[Amdt. 388, 65 FR 70211, Nov. 21, 2000] 

Subpart H—The Transitional 
Benefits Alternative 

SOURCE: 75 FR 4953, Jan. 29, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 273.26 General eligibility guidelines. 
The State agency may elect to pro-

vide households leaving TANF with 
transitional food stamp benefits as pro-
vided in this section. A State agency 
that chooses to provide transitional 
benefits must state in its State plan of 
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