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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 322.2 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 322.1 Definitions. 

Administrator. The Administrator, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, or an individual authorized to 
act for the Administrator. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

Bee. Any member of the superfamily 
Apoidea in any life stage, including 
germ plasm. 

Beekeeping byproduct. Material for 
use in hives, including, but not limited 
to, beeswax for beekeeping, pollen for 
bee feed, or honey for bee feed. 

Beekeeping equipment. Equipment 
used to house and manage bees, includ-
ing, but not limited to, bee boards, hive 
bodies, bee nests and nesting material, 
smokers, hive tools, gloves or other 
clothing, and shipping containers. 

Beekeeping establishment. All of the 
facilities, including apiaries, honey 
houses, and other facilities, and land 
that comprise a proprietor’s bee-
keeping business. 

Brood. The larvae, pupae, or 
postovipositional ova (including em-
bryos) of bees. 

Destination State. The State, district, 
or territory of the United States that 
is the final destination of imported 
bees, beekeeping byproducts, or bee-
keeping equipment. 

Germ plasm. The semen and 
preovipositional ova of bees. 

Hive. A box or other shelter con-
taining a colony of bees. 

Honeybee. Any live bee of the genus 
Apis in any life stage except germ 
plasm. 

Inspector. Any employee of the Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice, or other individual authorized by 
the Administrator to carry out the pro-
visions of this part. 

Office International des Epizooties 
(OIE). The organization in the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations responsible for the 
International Animal Health Code, 
which includes a section regarding bee 
diseases in international trade. 

Package bees. Queen honeybees with 
attendant adult honeybees placed in a 

shipping container, such as a tube or 
cage. 

Queen. The actively reproducing 
adult female in a colony of bees. 

Slumgum. Residue remaining after 
the beeswax rendering process. It is 
composed of beeswax mixed with debris 
or refuse that accumulates when wax 
cappings or comb are melted. The res-
idue can include wax moth cocoons, 
dead bees, bee parts, and other detritus 
from the colony. 

Undesirable species or subspecies of 
honeybees. Honeybee species or sub-
species including, but not limited to, 
Apis mellifera scutellata, commonly 
known as the African honeybee, and its 
hybrids; Apis mellifera capensis, com-
monly known as the Cape honeybee; 
and Apis cerana, commonly known as 
the Oriental honeybee. 

United States. The States, District of 
Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, 
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands of the 
United States. 

§ 322.2 General requirements for inter-
state movement and importation. 

(a) Interstate movement. (1) The fol-
lowing regions of the United States are 
considered pest-free areas for Varroa 
mite, tracheal mite, small hive beetle, 
and African honeybee: Hawaii. 

(2) In order to prevent the introduc-
tion of Varroa mite, tracheal mite, 
small hive beetle, and African hon-
eybee into the pest-free areas listed in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, inter-
state movement of honeybees into 
those areas is prohibited. 

(b) Importation. In order to prevent 
the introduction into the United States 
of bee diseases and parasites, and unde-
sirable species and subspecies of honey-
bees: 

(1) You may import bees, honeybee 
germ plasm, and beekeeping byprod-
ucts into the United States only in ac-
cordance with this part. 

(2) You may not import pollen de-
rived from bee colonies and intended 
for use as bee feed into the United 
States. 

(3)(i) You may not import used bee-
keeping equipment into the United 
States, unless that used beekeeping 
equipment either: 
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1 Information on costs for services of an in-
spector are contained in part 354 of this 
chapter. 

(A) Will be used solely for indoor dis-
play purposes and will not come into 
contact with indigenous bees; or 

(B) Consists of bee boards that con-
tain live brood of bees, other than hon-
eybees, from a region listed in § 322.4(c). 

(ii) New, unused beekeeping equip-
ment is eligible for importation into 
the United States if it complies with 
all applicable regulations in this chap-
ter. 

(c) Movements not in compliance. (1) 
Any honeybees, honeybee germ plasm, 
bees other than honeybees, beekeeping 
byproducts, or used beekeeping equip-
ment not in compliance with this part 
that are imported into the United 
States will be either: 

(i) Immediately exported from the 
United States by you at your expense; 
or 

(ii) Destroyed by us at your expense. 
(2) Pending exportation or destruc-

tion, we will immediately apply any 
necessary safeguards to the bees, bee-
keeping byproducts, or used bee-
keeping equipment to prevent the in-
troduction of bee diseases and 
parasites, and undesirable species and 
subspecies of honeybees into the 
United States. 

§ 322.3 Costs and charges. 

We will furnish, without cost, the 
services of an inspector during normal 
business hours and at the inspector’s 
places of duty. You will be responsible 
for all costs and charges arising from 
inspection outside of normal business 
hours or away from the inspector’s 
places of duty. 1 You are also respon-
sible for all costs and charges related 
to any exportation or destruction of 
shipments, in accordance with 
§ 322.2(c)(1). Further, if you import bees 
or germ plasm into a containment fa-
cility for research or processing, you 
will be responsible for all additional 
costs and charges associated with the 
importation. 

Subpart B—Importation of Adult 
Honeybees, Honeybee Germ 
Plasm, and Bees Other Than 
Honeybees From Approved 
Regions 

§ 322.4 Approved regions. 
(a) Adult honeybees. The following re-

gions are approved for the importation 
of adult honeybees into the continental 
United States (not including Hawaii) 
under the conditions of this subpart: 
Australia, Canada, and New Zealand. 

(b) Honeybee germ plasm. The fol-
lowing regions are approved for the im-
portation of honeybee germ plasm into 
the United States under the conditions 
of this subpart: Australia, Bermuda, 
Canada, France, Great Britain, New 
Zealand, and Sweden. 

(c) Bees other than honeybees. The fol-
lowing regions are approved for the im-
portation of bees other than honeybees 
into the continental United States (not 
including Hawaii) under the conditions 
of this subpart: Canada. 

(d) If the name of the region from 
which you want to import adult honey-
bees, honeybee germ plasm, or bees 
other than honeybees into the United 
States does not appear in paragraphs 
(a), (b), or (c), respectively, of this sec-
tion, refer to subpart C of this part, 
‘‘Importation of Restricted Organisms,’’ 
for requirements. 

(e) For information on approving 
other regions for the importation of 
adult honeybees, honeybee germ plasm, 
or bees other than honeybees into the 
United States, see § 322.12. 

§ 322.5 General requirements. 
(a) All shipments of bees and hon-

eybee germ plasm imported into the 
United States under this subpart must 
be shipped directly to the United 
States from an approved region. 

(b) Adult honeybees. (1) You may im-
port adult honeybees under this sub-
part only from regions listed in 
§ 322.4(a). 

(2) The honeybees must be package 
bees or queens with attending adult 
bees. 

(c) Honeybee germ plasm. You may im-
port honeybee germ plasm under this 
subpart only from regions listed in 
§ 322.4(b). 
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