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SUBCHAPTER C—WATER RESOURCES 

PART 621—RIVER BASIN 
INVESTIGATIONS AND SURVEYS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
621.1 Purpose. 
621.2 Scope. 

Subpart B—USDA Cooperative Studies 

621.10 Description. 
621.11 Who may obtain assistance. 
621.12 How to request assistance. 
621.13 Conditions for approval. 
621.14 Recipient responsibility. 

Subpart C—Floodplain Management 
Assistance 

621.20 Description. 
621.21 Who may obtain assistance. 
621.22 How to request assistance. 
621.23 Conditions for approval. 
621.24 NRCS responsibility. 
621.25 Recipient responsibility. 

Subpart D—Joint Investigations and 
Reports With the Department of the Army 

621.30 Description. 
621.31 Who may request assistance. 
621.32 How to request assistance. 
621.33 Conditions for approval. 
621.34 Recipient responsibility. 

Subpart E—Interagency Coordination 

621.40 Participation in Federal interagency 
policy activities at the national level. 

621.41 Participation in Federal-State policy 
and planning activities at the regional 
level. 

621.42 Federal-State compacts. 
621.43 Interstate compacts and commis-

sions. 
621.44 Special studies. 
621.45 Flood insurance studies. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 6 (Pub. L. 83–566) 68 Stat. 
666 (16 U.S.C. 1006). 

SOURCE: 48 FR 18788, Apr. 26, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 621.1 Purpose. 

This part describes policies, require-
ments, and procedures governing the 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) 
investigations and surveys of water-
sheds of rivers and other waterways as 

a basis for developing coordinated pro-
grams. These activities are undertaken 
in cooperation with other Federal, 
State, and local agencies. The delega-
tion of authority to the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
to provide national leadership for the 
conservation, development, and pro-
ductive use of the Nation’s soil, water, 
and related resources, including the ac-
tivities treated in this part is found at 
§ 2.62 of this title. 

§ 621.2 Scope. 
USDA river basin activities include: 
(a) Cooperative river basin surveys in 

coordination with Federal, State, and 
local agencies; 

(b) Floodplain management assist-
ance in coordination with the respon-
sible State agency and involved local 
governments; 

(c) Joint investigations and reports 
with the Department of the Army 
under Pub. L. 87–639, 76 Statute 438 (16 
U.S.C. 1009); and 

(d) Interagency coordination of water 
resources activities. 

Subpart B—USDA Cooperative 
Studies 

§ 621.10 Description. 
Cooperative river basin studies pro-

vide USDA planning assistance to Fed-
eral, State, and local governments. The 
purpose of these studies is to assist in 
appraising water and related land re-
sources; defining and determining the 
extent of the problems; and formu-
lating alternative plans, including land 
treatment, nonstructural or structural 
measures, or combinations thereof, 
that would solve existing problems or 
meet existing and projected needs. 
These studies concentrate on specific 
objectives identified by the requesting 
agencies and citizen groups that are 
consistent with USDA authorities and 
responsibilities and current NRCS pri-
orities. The objectives ordinarily in-
clude the formulation of a plan but 
may require only inventories of avail-
able resources and associated problems 
to be used by other agencies in plan 
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formulation. USDA assistance is pro-
vided through field advisory commit-
tees composed of representatives of the 
Economic Research Service, Forest 
Service, and NRCS. The NRCS rep-
resentative chairs the field advisory 
committee. 

§ 621.11 Who may obtain assistance. 

Assistance is available to conserva-
tion districts, communities. county 
governments, regional planning boards, 
other planning groups, and State and 
Federal agencies. Local groups express 
their desires for a cooperative study to 
the governor or appropriate State 
agency. 

§ 621.12 How to request assistance. 

For a cooperative study a governor, 
or a Federal, State, or local govern-
ment agency must submit a written re-
quest and a Proposal to Study (PTS) 
through the NRCS State Conserva-
tionist to the Chief. Assistance in pre-
paring the proposal may be obtained by 
contacting the State Conservationist. 
The State Conservationist sends the re-
quest and proposal with comments to 
the Chief for consideration. The pro-
posal should: 

(a) Describe the basin or study area, 
including a map of the study area; 

(b) Explain the need for the study; 
(c) Explain the need for USDA par-

ticipation; 
(d) State the responsibility and au-

thority of the requesting agency in the 
study; 

(e) Estimate the extent of participa-
tion of other Federal and State agen-
cies; 

(f) Discuss views and priorities of af-
fected soil conservation districts re-
garding the proposed study; 

(g) Briefly describe the intended 
management organization of the study; 

(h) Specifically describe the expected 
results of the study; 

(i) Identify primary users of the 
study results and the manner in which 
the results will be used; 

(j) State the relationship of the study 
to ongoing and completed river basin 
studies; 

(k) State that procedures for inform-
ing clearinghouses and for eliciting 
public participation will be followed; 

(l) Estimate the duration and scope 
of the study; and 

(m) Estimate the study costs by year 
and agency. 

§ 621.13 Conditions for approval. 
The Chief may authorize requested 

cooperative studies recommended by 
the State Conservationist. Priority for 
starting cooperative studies is based on 
the date of application, the readiness of 
the requesting agency to begin partici-
pation, the importance and signifi-
cance of problems to be studied, the 
monetary or in-kind contributions to-
ward the study, the sequence of ongo-
ing and future studies, the type of 
study, the duration of study, the cost 
of study, the potential for implementa-
tion and other factors affecting the ef-
fectiveness and efficiency of the study. 
The number and location of coopera-
tive studies started each year are gov-
erned by the availability of USDA 
funds and personnel. 

§ 621.14 Recipient responsibility. 
Leadership in arrangements for other 

needed Federal, State, and local agen-
cy participation is responsibility of the 
requesting agency. Consistent with na-
tional objectives and NRCS policy and 
procedures, the requesting agency has 
leadership responsibility for developing 
specific study objectives, providing the 
necessary study organization, and en-
suring public participation in the plan-
ning process. 

Subpart C—Floodplain 
Management Assistance 

§ 621.20 Description. 
Floodplain management studies pro-

vide needed information and assistance 
to local and State entities so that they 
can implement programs for reducing 
existing and future flood damages in 
rural and urban communities. Assist-
ance is targeted to communities where 
flood damage is a serious concern and 
local governments are sincerely inter-
ested in taking action to reduce dam-
age. 

§ 621.21 Who may obtain assistance. 
Assistance is available to conserva-

tion districts, communities, county 
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governments, regional planning boards, 
other planning groups, and State and 
Federal agencies. 

§ 621.22 How to request assistance. 
(a) A conservation district, local 

community or other jurisdiction may 
request floodplain management assist-
ance for a local area for which they are 
responsible, by letter to the governor 
or the agency of State government re-
sponsible for floodplain management 
activities. Assistance in making appli-
cation may be obtained by contacting 
any NRCS office. 

(b) The governor or his designee may 
request floodplain management assist-
ance for the State by submitting a 
written request to the State Conserva-
tionist. 

§ 621.23 Conditions for approval. 
(a) USDA floodplain management 

studies are authorized by the Director 
of the Basin and Area Planning Divi-
sion. Priority for starting floodplain 
management studies is based on the 
same factors as for USDA Cooperative 
Studies as described in § 621.13. 

(b) A study for an individual commu-
nity may be started upon completion of 
a plan of work in which the Director of 
the Basin and Area Planning Division 
concurs and for which funds are avail-
able. Preparation of the plan of work is 
the responsibility of and must be ap-
proved by the applicant, the respon-
sible State agency, and the State Con-
servationist. The plan sets forth the re-
sponsibilities of the applicant, the 
State, and USDA in carrying out the 
study and interpreting and using the 
data in a local floodplain management 
program. The State agency responsible 
for floodplain management activities 
may establish priorities on which to 
base the sequence of approval of flood-
plain management studies within its 
State. The number of studies started 
each Federal fiscal year is governed by 
the availability of funds and personnel 
and the amount of State and local as-
sistance available. 

(c) States and communities are en-
couraged to make monetary or in-kind 
contributions toward the floodplain 
management study. The State and 
local share may reflect in-kind con-
tributions in lieu of fund transfers. 

§ 621.24 NRCS responsibility. 
NRCS is responsible for providing 

leadership for scheduling and imple-
menting the technical phases of the 
studies and preparing the reports. 
NRCS assists in interpreting the study 
results. 

§ 621.25 Recipient responsibility. 
The State agency is responsible for 

developing State priorities for flood-
plain management studies and coordi-
nating this work with related activi-
ties in the State. The cooperating local 
government entity is responsible for 
obtaining permission for carrying out 
field surveys. The State and local par-
ticipants assist in distributing and in-
terpreting the report and providing 
public information and educational 
services. 

Subpart D—Joint Investigations 
and Reports With the Depart-
ment of the Army 

§ 621.30 Description. 
(a) As provided by Pub. L. 87–639, 

joint investigations and reports by 
USDA and the Department of the Army 
may be authorized by resolutions 
adopted by the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the U.S. 
Senate or the Committee on Public 
Works and Transportation of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for any wa-
tershed area in the 50 States, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands if the nature of the 
watershed area problems dictates need 
for a joint effort by the two Depart-
ments. 

(b) Authorized joint investigations 
and reports are made to determine 
works of improvement needed in the 
study area for flood prevention; for the 
conservation, development, use, and 
disposal of water; for flood control; for 
the conservation and proper use of 
land; and for allied purposes. The joint 
report to Congress may include a water 
and related land resources plan rec-
ommended for implementation. Such 
an implementation plan must be ac-
companied by an environmental im-
pact statement (EIS) and must be in 
sufficient detail to permit its imple-
mentation. 
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(c) As mutually agreed by USDA and 
the Department of the Army Corps of 
Engineers, the report and EIS are for-
warded to Congress through appro-
priate channels after technical, public, 
and interagency reviews in accordance 
with NRCS policy as described in 
§ 622.34, or in accordance with the Corps 
of Engineers’ policy concerning tech-
nical and public review. Implementa-
tion of these plans is contingent on 
congressional action. 

§ 621.31 Who may request assistance. 
Any organization, group, or State or 

local government may request assist-
ance. 

§ 621.32 How to request assistance. 
Applicants for a joint investigation 

and report should request their con-
gressional representative(s) to initiate 
appropriate action under Pub. L. 87–639. 

§ 621.33 Conditions for approval. 
A joint investigation and report is 

authorized by a resolution of the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works of the U.S. Senate or the Com-
mittee on Public Works and Transpor-
tation of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Studies are initiated when funds 
for them are appropriated by the Con-
gress. 

§ 621.34 Recipient responsibility. 
Participating local and State govern-

ments work with USDA and the De-
partment of the Army representatives 
in developing objectives, collecting 
data, analyzing problems, planning and 
formulating proposals, and considering 
financial plans. Active public partici-
pation is solicited in the planning proc-
ess through means such as question-
naires, public meetings, citizen advi-
sory boards, and technical committees. 

Subpart E—Interagency 
Coordination 

§ 621.40 Participation in Federal inter-
agency policy activities at the na-
tional level. 

(a) Policy development in water and 
related land resources is coordinated at 
the Federal level through the Cabinet 
Council on Natural Resources and En-
vironment. NRCS provides staff sup-

port and representation in these activi-
ties as requested. 

(b) Within the Department, all inter-
ested USDA agencies participate in 
water policy development through the 
USDA Committee on Natural Re-
sources and Environment and the 
Water Issues Work Group. 

(c) NRCS provides appropriate staff 
support when requested for commit-
tees, work groups, and task forces es-
tablished for interagency coordination 
of water resources related activities of 
Federal agencies. 

§ 621.41 Participation in Federal-State 
policy and planning activities at the 
regional level. 

(a) NRCS has a responsibility to rep-
resent the Department when needed to 
assist regional water planning entities 
and interagency committees which co-
ordinate water resources planning ac-
tivities. 

(b) For the Arkansas-White-Red 
Basin Interagency Committee 
(AWRBIAC) and the Pacific Southwest 
Interagency Committee (PSIAC), the 
USDA member periodically serves as 
chairperson and provides an executive 
secretary. For the Southeast Basin 
Interagency Committee (SEBIAC), 
NRCS periodically provides an execu-
tive secretary for the chairperson, who 
is a State government official. 

(c) Under the leadership of NRCS, 
other USDA agencies, principally the 
Forest Service and Economic Research 
Service, also participate. 

§ 621.42 Federal-State compacts. 
NRCS is designated to represent 

USDA in assisting the U.S. Commis-
sioners of the Delaware River Basin 
Commission and the Susquehanna 
River Basin Commission. In carrying 
out this responsibility, NRCS provides 
a liaison officer to work with the U.S. 
Commissioners on policy level matters, 
as well as providing the USDA rep-
resentatives on the Federal field com-
mittees to assist the Commissioners. 

§ 621.43 Interstate compacts and com-
missions. 

As assigned, an NRCS State Con-
servationist is the USDA point of con-
tact for governing bodies of interstate 
compacts and commissions concerned 
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with the conservation, development, 
and proper use of water, soil, and re-
lated resources. 

§ 621.44 Special studies. 

As designated, NRCS represents 
USDA on special study groups such as 
for the Colorado River Basin Salinity 
Control Program Studies. 

§ 621.45 Flood insurance studies. 

As requested by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA), 
and within the limits of available re-
sources, NRCS carries out flood insur-
ance studies of various types under the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(Pub. L. 90–448, 82 Statute, 574 (42 
U.S.C. 4012)), as amended. In this activ-
ity, NRCS performs detailed technical 
studies to determine the extent and 
frequency of flooding. The flood insur-
ance program is administered by 
FEMA. NRCS is reimbursed by that 
agency for actual costs incurred in car-
rying out the studies. Local entities 
desiring flood insurance coverage 
should contact the responsible State 
agency or FEMA and apply in accord-
ance with procedures of that agency. 

PART 622—WATERSHED PROJECTS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
622.1 Purpose. 
622.2 Scope. 
622.3 Relationship to the Pub. L. 78–534 Pro-

gram. 
622.4 Relationship to other agencies. 
622.5 Guidelines. 
622.6 Equal opportunity. 
622.7 Notification under Executive Order 

12372. 

Subpart B—Qualifications 

622.10 Sponsors. 
622.11 Eligible watershed projects. 

Subpart C—Application Procedure 

622.20 Application. 
622.21 State agency approval. 

Subpart D—Planning 

622.30 General. 
622.31 Basic planning efforts. 
622.32 Reviews and approvals. 

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 83–566, 68 Stat. 666 as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1001, et seq.); Pub. L. 78– 
534, 58 Stat. 889, 33 U.S.C. 701b–1. 

SOURCE: 49 FR 6078, Feb. 17, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 622.1 Purpose. 

This part sets forth the general poli-
cies for planning and carrying out wa-
tershed projects under Pub. L. 83–566, 68 
Stat. 666 (16 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.) and 
flood prevention projects under Pub. L. 
78–534, 58 Stat. 889 (33 U.S.C. 701b–1). 

§ 622.2 Scope. 

(a) To assist sponsors in preparing 
and carrying out watershed plans, the 
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice (NRCS) shall conduct investiga-
tions and surveys, with the cooperation 
and assistance of other Federal agen-
cies, to: 

(1) Determine the extent of water-
shed problems and needs, and 

(2) Set forth viable alternative solu-
tions consistent with local, regional, 
and national objectives, including an 
alternative solution which makes the 
greatest net contribution to national 
economic development. 

(b) Alternatives will consist of either 
land treatment, nonstructural or struc-
tural measures, or combinations there-
of that will help accomplish one or 
more of the authorized project pur-
poses. 

(c) Authorized project purposes are 
watershed protection, conservation and 
proper utilization of land, flood preven-
tion, agricultural water management 
including irrigation and drainage, pub-
lic recreation, public fish and wildlife, 
municipal and industrial water supply, 
hydropower, water quality manage-
ment, ground water supply, agricul-
tural pollution control, and other 
water management. 

(d) After a final plan for works of im-
provement is agreed upon between 
NRCS and the sponsors and the ap-
proval processes are completed, NRCS 
will provide technical and financial as-
sistance to install the project, subject 
to the availability of funds and the 
budgeting and fiscal policies of the 
President. 
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