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as determined by the Chief of NRCS 
and when in the best interest of the 
Government, land exchanges may be 
authorized pursuant to (7 U.S.C. 428a) 
and other applicable authorities. 

(d) Enforcement. (1) In the event of a 
violation of an easement, the violator 
will be given reasonable notice and an 
opportunity to correct the violation 
within 30 days of the date of the notice, 
or such additional time as NRCS may 
allow. 

(2) NRCS reserves the right to enter 
upon the easement area at any time to 
remedy deficiencies or easement viola-
tions. Such entry may be made at the 
discretion of NRCS when such actions 
are deemed necessary to protect impor-
tant floodplain functions and values or 
other rights of the United States under 
the easement. The landowner will be 
liable for any costs incurred by the 
United States as a result of the land-
owner’s negligence or failure to comply 
with easement or agreement obliga-
tions. 

(3) In addition to any and all legal 
and equitable remedies as may be 
available to the United States under 
applicable law, NRCS may withhold 
any easement and cost-share payments 
owing to landowners at any time there 
is a material breach of the easement 
covenants or any associated agree-
ments. Such withheld funds may be 
used to offset costs incurred by the 
United States, in any remedial actions, 
or retained as damages pursuant to 
court order or settlement agreement. 

(4) NRCS will be entitled to recover 
any and all administrative and legal 
costs, including attorney’s fees or ex-
penses, associated with any enforce-
ment or remedial action. 

(5) On the violation of the terms or 
conditions of the easement or related 
agreement, the easement shall remain 
in force, and NRCS may require the 
landowner to refund all or part of any 
payments received by the landowner 
under this Part, together with interest 
thereon as determined appropriate by 
NRCS. 

(6) All the general penal statutes re-
lating to crimes and offenses against 
the United States shall apply in the ad-
ministration of floodplain easements 
acquired under this part. 

§ 624.11 Waivers. 

To the extent allowed by law, the 
NRCS Deputy Chief for Programs may 
waive any provision of these regula-
tions when the agency makes a written 
determination that such waiver is in 
the best interest of the Federal govern-
ment. 
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§ 625.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) The purpose of the Healthy For-
ests Reserve Program (HFRP) is to as-
sist landowners, on a voluntary basis, 
in restoring, enhancing, and protecting 
forestland resources on private lands 
through easements, 30-year contracts, 
and 10-year cost-share agreements. 

(b) The objectives of HFRP are to: 
(1) Promote the recovery of endan-

gered and threatened species under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA); 

(2) Improve plant and animal bio-
diversity; and 

(3) Enhance carbon sequestration. 
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(c) The regulations in this part set 
forth the policies, procedures, and re-
quirements for the HFRP as adminis-
tered by the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) for program 
implementation and processing appli-
cations for enrollment. 

(d) The Chief may implement HFRP 
in any of the 50 States, District of Co-
lumbia, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
Guam, Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

§ 625.2 Definitions. 
The following definitions will be ap-

plicable to this part: 
30-year Contract means a contract 

that is limited to acreage owned by In-
dian tribes. The 30-year contract is not 
eligible for use on tribal lands held in 
trust or subject to Federal restrictions 
against alienation. 

Acreage Owned by Indian Tribes means 
lands to which the title is held by indi-
vidual Indians and Indian tribes. This 
term does not include land held in 
trust by the United States or lands 
where the fee title contains restraints 
against alienation. 

Biodiversity (Biological Diversity) 
means the variety and variability 
among living organisms and the eco-
logical complexes in which they live. 

Candidate Conservation Agreement with 
Assurances (CCAA) means a voluntary 
arrangement between the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) or the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and 
cooperating non-Federal landowners 
under the authority of section 10(a)(1) 
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
16 U.S.C. 1539(a)(1). Under the CCAA 
and an associated enhancement of sur-
vival permit, the non-Federal land-
owner implements actions that are 
consistent with the conditions of the 
permit. CCAA with FWS are also sub-
ject to regulations at 50 CFR 17.22(d) 
for endangered species or 50 CFR 
17.32(d) for threatened species, or appli-
cable subsequent regulations. 

Carbon sequestration means the long- 
term storage of carbon in soil (as soil 
organic matter) or in plant material 
(such as in trees). 

Chief means the Chief of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) NRCS, or 
designee. 

Confer means to discuss for the pur-
pose of providing information; to offer 
an opinion for consideration; or to 
meet for discussion, while reserving 
final decision-making authority with 
NRCS. 

Conservation practice means one or 
more conservation improvements and 
activities, including structural prac-
tices, land management practices, veg-
etative practices, forest management, 
and other improvements that benefit 
the eligible land and optimize environ-
mental benefits, planned and applied 
according to NRCS standards and spec-
ifications. 

Conservation treatment means any and 
all conservation practices, measures, 
activities, and works of improvement 
that have the purpose of alleviating re-
source concerns, solving or reducing 
the severity of natural resource use 
problems, or taking advantage of re-
source opportunities, including the res-
toration, enhancement, maintenance, 
or management of habitat conditions 
for HFRP purposes. 

Coordination means to obtain input 
and involvement from others while re-
serving final decision-making author-
ity with NRCS. 

Cost-share agreement means a legal 
document that specifies the rights and 
obligations of any participant accepted 
into the program. A HFRP cost-share 
agreement is a binding agreement for 
the transfer of assistance from USDA 
to the participant to share in the costs 
of applying conservation. A cost-share 
agreement under HFRP has a duration 
of 10-years. 

Cost-share payment means the pay-
ment made by NRCS to a program par-
ticipant or vendor to achieve the res-
toration, enhancement, and protection 
goals of enrolled land in accordance 
with the HFRP restoration plan. 

Easement means a conservation ease-
ment, which is an interest in land de-
fined and delineated in a deed whereby 
the landowner conveys certain rights, 
title, and interests in a property to the 
United States for the purpose of pro-
tecting the forest ecosystem and the 
conservation values of the property. 

Easement area means the land encum-
bered by an easement. 

Easement payment means the consid-
eration paid to a landowner for an 
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