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CWD-suspect animal. An animal for 
which an APHIS employee or State 
representative has determined that un-
official CWD test results, laboratory 
evidence, or clinical signs suggest a di-
agnosis of CWD. 

Deer, elk, and moose. All animals in 
the genera Odocoileus, Cervus, and 
Alces and their hybrids. 

Farmed or captive. Privately or pub-
licly maintained or held for economic 
or other purposes within a perimeter 
fence or confined area, or captured 
from a free-ranging population for 
interstate movement and release. 

Official animal identification. A device 
or means of animal identification ap-
proved for use under this part by 
APHIS to uniquely identify individual 
animals. Examples of approved official 
animal identification devices are listed 
in § 55.25 of this chapter. The official 
animal identification must include a 
nationally unique animal identifica-
tion number that adheres to one of the 
following numbering systems: 

(1) National Uniform Eartagging Sys-
tem. 

(2) Animal identification number 
(AIN). 

(3) Premises-based number system. 
The premises-based number system 
combines an official premises identi-
fication number (PIN), as defined in 
this section, with a producer’s live-
stock production numbering system to 
provide a unique identification num-
ber. The PIN and the production num-
ber must both appear on the official 
tag. 

(4) Any other numbering system ap-
proved by the Administrator for the 
identification of animals in commerce. 

Premises identification number (PIN). A 
unique number assigned by a State or 
Federal animal health authority to a 
premises that is, in the judgment of 
the State or Federal animal health au-
thority, a geographically distinct loca-
tion from other livestock production 
units. The premises identification 
number is associated with an address 
or legal land description and may be 
used in conjunction with a producer’s 
own livestock production numbering 
system to provide a unique identifica-
tion number for an animal. The prem-
ises identification number may consist 
of: 

(1) The State’s two-letter postal ab-
breviation followed by the premises’ 
assigned number; or 

(2) A seven-character alphanumeric 
code, with the right-most character 
being a check digit. The check digit 
number is based upon the ISO 7064 Mod 
36/37 check digit algorithm. 

§ 81.2 Identification of deer, elk, and 
moose in interstate commerce. 

Each animal required to be identified 
by this subpart must have at least two 
forms of animal identification attached 
to the animal. The means of animal 
identification must be approved for 
this use by APHIS, and must be an 
electronic implant, flank tattoo, ear 
tattoo, tamper-resistant ear tag, or 
other device approved by APHIS. One 
of the animal identifications must be 
an official animal identification as de-
fined in this part, with a nationally 
unique animal identification number 
that is linked to that animal in the 
CWD National Database. The second 
animal identification must be unique 
for the individual animal within the 
herd and also must be linked to that 
animal and herd in the CWD National 
Database. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0237) 

§ 81.3 General restrictions. 
No farmed or captive deer, elk, or 

moose may be moved interstate unless 
it meets the requirements of this sec-
tion. 

(a) Animals in the CWD Herd Certifi-
cation Program. The captive deer, elk, 
or moose is: 

(1) Enrolled in the CWD Herd Certifi-
cation Program and: 

(i) If the movement occurs between 
October 19, 2006 and January 19, 2009, 
the herd has achieved at least Second 
Year status in accordance with § 55.24 
of this chapter; 

(ii) If the movement occurs between 
January 19, 2009 and January 19, 2010, 
the herd has achieved at least Third 
Year status in accordance with § 55.24 
of this chapter; 

(iii) If the movement occurs between 
January 19, 2010 and January 19, 2011, 
the herd has achieved at least Fourth 
Year status in accordance with § 55.24 
of this chapter; 
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(iv) If the movement occurs between 
January 19, 2011 and January 19, 2012, 
the herd has achieved at least Fifth 
Year status in accordance with § 55.24 
of this chapter; 

(v) If the movement occurs after Jan-
uary 19, 2012, the herd has achieved 
Certified status in accordance with 
§ 55.24 of this chapter; and 

(2) The farmed or captive deer, elk, or 
moose is accompanied by a certificate 
issued in accordance with § 81.4 of this 
part that identifies its herd of origin 
and its herd’s CWD Herd Certification 
Program status, and states that it is 
not a CWD-positive, CWD-exposed, or 
CWD-suspect animal. 

(b) Animals captured for interstate 
movement and release. If the captive 
deer, elk, or moose was captured for 
interstate movement and release from 
a free-ranging population, each animal 
must have two forms of animal identi-
fication, one of which is official animal 
identification, and a certificate accom-
panying the animal must document the 
source population to be low risk for 
CWD, based on a CWD surveillance pro-
gram that is approved by the State 
Government of the receiving State and 
by APHIS. 

(c) Animals moved to slaughter. The 
farmed or captive deer, elk, or moose 
must be moved directly to a recognized 
slaughtering establishment for slaugh-
ter, must have two forms of animal 
identification, one of which is official 
animal identification, and must be ac-
companied by a certificate issued in ac-
cordance with § 81.4. 

(d) Research animal movements and 
permits. A research animal permit is re-
quired for the interstate movement of 
cervids for research purposes. The per-
mit will specify any special conditions 
of the movement determined by the 
Administrator to be necessary to pre-
vent the dissemination of CWD. The 
Administrator may, at his or her dis-
cretion, issue the permit if he or she 
determines that the destination facil-
ity has adequate biosecurity and that 
the movement authorized will not re-
sult in the interstate dissemination of 
CWD. 

(1) To apply for a research animal 
permit, contact an APHIS employee or 
State representative and provide the 
following information: 

(i) The name and address of the per-
son to whom the special permit is 
issued, the address at which the re-
search cervids to be moved interstate 
are being held, and the name and ad-
dress of the person receiving the 
cervids to be moved interstate; 

(ii) The number and type of cervids 
to be moved interstate; 

(iii) The reason for the interstate 
movement; 

(iv) Any safeguards in place to pre-
vent transmission of CWD during 
movement or at the receiving location; 
and 

(v) The date on which movement will 
occur. 

(2) A copy of the research animal per-
mit must accompany the cervids 
moved, and copies must be submitted 
so that a copy is received by the State 
animal health official and the veteri-
narian in charge for the State of des-
tination at least 72 hours prior to the 
arrival of the cervids at the destination 
listed on the research animal permit. 

(e) Interstate movements approved by 
the Administrator. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this part, interstate 
movement of farmed or captive deer, 
elk, and moose may be allowed on a 
case-by-case basis when the Adminis-
trator determines that adequate survey 
and mitigation procedures are in place 
to prevent dissemination of CWD and 
issues a permit for the movement. 

§ 81.4 Issuance of certificates. 
(a) Information required on certificates. 

A certificate must show any official 
animal identification numbers of each 
animal to be moved. A certificate must 
also show the number of animals cov-
ered by the certificate; the purpose for 
which the animals are to be moved; the 
points of origin and destination; the 
consignor; and the consignee. The cer-
tificate must include a statement by 
the issuing accredited veterinarian, 
State veterinarian, or Federal veteri-
narian that the animals were not ex-
hibiting clinical signs associated with 
CWD at the time of examination and 
that the animals are from a herd par-
ticipating in the CWD Herd Certifi-
cation Program, and must provide the 
herd’s program status; Except that, cer-
tificates issued for animals moved di-
rectly to slaughter do not need to state 
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