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used in the preparation of the article 
shall, unless otherwise approved by the 
Administrator in specific cases, be such 
as may be used in the preparation of a 
poultry product. The article may be 
stored in, and distributed from, the edi-
ble products department if the article 
is properly identified. 

(b) Requirements applicable when pre-
pared in an inedible products department. 
When an article (including, but not 
being limited to, animal food) that is 
not for use as human food, is prepared 
in any part of an official establishment 
other than an edible products depart-
ment (such part of the establishment 
being herein referred to as the ‘‘inedible 
products department’’), the area in 
which such article is prepared shall be 
distinctly separated from all edible 
products departments. Poultry prod-
ucts and inedible products may be 
brought from any edible products de-
partment into any inedible products 
department, but no poultry product or 
inedible product may be brought from 
an inedible products department into 
an edible products department except 
that any such articles as are in sealed 
containers or are handled under condi-
tions prescribed or approved by the Ad-
ministrator in specific cases may be 
brought into an edible products depart-
ment. Diseased carcasses or diseased 
parts of any carcass shall not be used 
in the preparation of any animal food 
unless they have been treated in the 
manner prescribed in § 381.95(a). Trucks 
or containers used for the transpor-
tation of poultry products or inedible 
products into an inedible products de-
partment shall be cleaned before being 
returned to or brought into an edible 
products department. Sufficient space 
shall be allotted and adequate equip-
ment and facilities provided so that the 
preparation of the article does not 
interfere with the preparation of poul-
try products or the maintenance of the 
requisite sanitary conditions in the of-
ficial establishment. The preparation 
of any such article shall be subject to 
supervision by an inspector. 

(c) Containers to be labeled. The imme-
diate container of any such article that 
is prepared in an official establishment 
shall be conspicuously labeled so as to 
distinguish it from human food. Such 
articles are also subject to the require-

ments under the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act. 

§ 381.153 [Reserved] 

Subpart P—Definitions and Stand-
ards of Identity or Composi-
tion 

§ 381.155 General. 
(a) Authorization to establish specifica-

tions. (1) The Administrator is author-
ized to establish specifications or defi-
nitions and standards of identity or 
composition, covering the principal 
constituents of any poultry product 
with respect to which a specified name 
of the product or other labeling termi-
nology may be used, whenever he de-
termines such action is necessary to 
prevent sale of the product under false 
or misleading labeling. Further, the 
Administrator is authorized to pre-
scribe definitions and standards of 
identity or composition for poultry 
products whenever he determines such 
action is otherwise necessary for the 
protection of the public. The require-
ments of this subpart are hereby found 
to be necessary for these purposes and 
standards are hereby established as set 
forth in this subpart. 

(2) Where cooked poultry meat is 
specified in this subpart as an ingre-
dient of poultry products, this means 
poultry meat derived from poultry 
processed, cooked, and cooled in a man-
ner approved by the Administrator in 
specific cases without use of liquid or 
moisture in direct contact with the 
poultry meat following the cooking 
and cooling of the poultry. 

(3) If, following cooking and cooling 
of poultry meat to be used in poultry 
products, liquid or moisture is used in 
direct contact with such poultry meat 
and the percentage of solids, excluding 
salt, in the poultry meat is found to be 
below 34 percent when such poultry 
meat is tested by acceptable methods, 
the percentage of poultry meat re-
quired by this section for any poultry 
product shall be increased in propor-
tion to the deficiency, or the meat 
shall be so processed as to raise the sol-
ids content, excluding salt, to 34 per-
cent. The official establishment shall 
furnish adequate facilities for such 
testing. 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:26 Feb 17, 2011 Jkt 223029 PO 00000 Frm 00498 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223029.XXX 223029jd
jo

ne
s 

on
 D

S
K

8K
Y

B
LC

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



489 

Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 381.157 

(b) Any binder or antimicrobial agent 
that has been found to be safe and suit-
able by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and the Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service may be used in the produc-
tion of poultry products with standards 
of identity in this part, where the prod-
uct standards and applicable Federal 
regulations already permit the use of 
these types of ingredients. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 68 
FR 22578, Apr. 29, 2003] 

§ 381.156 Poultry meat content stand-
ards for certain poultry products. 

Poultry products with labeling ter-
minology as set forth in Table I shall 
comply with the specifications for per-
cent light meat and percent dark meat 
set forth in said table. 

TABLE I 

Label terminology Percent light 
meat 

Percent dark 
meat 

Natural proportions ...... 50–65 ............... 50–35. 
Light or white meat ...... 100 ................... 0. 
Dark meat .................... 0 ....................... 100. 
Light and dark meat ..... 51–65 ............... 49–35. 
Dark and light meat ..... 35–49 ............... 65–51. 
Mostly white meat ........ 66 or more ........ 34 or less. 
Mostly dark meat ......... 34 or less ......... 66 or more. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 39 
FR 4569, Feb. 5, 1974] 

§ 381.157 Canned boned poultry and 
baby or geriatric food. 

(a) Canned boned poultry shall, un-
less otherwise specified in this section, 
be prepared from cooked deboned poul-
try meat and may contain skin and fat 
not in excess of natural whole carcass 
proportions. Gelatin, stabilizers, or 
similar solidifying or emulsifying 
agents shall not be added to product la-
beled ‘‘Boned (Kind)—Solid Pack,’’ but 
may be added in quantities not in ex-
cess of a total of 0.5 percent of the 
total ingredients in the preparation of 
other canned boned poultry products 
and in such cases the common name of 
the substance shall be included in the 
name of the product, e.g., ‘‘Boned 
Chicken with Broth—Gelatin Added.’’ 

(b) Canned boned poultry, except 
poultry within paragraph (c) of this 
section, shall meet the requirements 
set forth in Table II. The percentages 

in Table II shall be calculated on the 
basis of the total ingredients used in 
the preparation of the product. 

(c) Canned boned poultry with nat-
ural juices (Boned (Kind) with natural 
juices) shall be prepared from either 
raw boned poultry or a mixture of raw 
boned poultry and cooked boned poul-
try and shall have no liquid added dur-
ing the preparation of the product. 

(d) Canned shredded poultry (Shred-
ded Kind), consists of poultry meat re-
duced to a shredded appearance, from 
the kind of poultry indicated, with 
meat, skin, and fat not in excess of the 
natural whole carcass proportions. 
Canned shredded poultry from specific 
parts may include skin or fat in excess 
of the proportions normally found on a 
whole carcass, but not in excess of the 
proportions of skin and fat normal to 
the particular part or parts; and such 
product shall be labeled in accordance 
with § 381.117(d). 

(e) Canned boned poultry shall be 
prepared as set forth in Table II, items 
1, 2, 3, or 4, whichever is applicable. 

TABLE II 

Product name 

Minimum 
percent 
cooked, 
deboned 

poultry meat 
of kind indi-
cated, with 
skin, fat, 
and sea-
soning 

Maximum 
percent liq-

uid that 
may be 
added 1 

1. Boned (Kind)—solid pack ....... 95 5 
2. Boned (Kind) ........................... 90 10 
3. Boned (Kind) with broth 2 ........ 80 20 
4. Boned (Kind) (ll) percent 

broth 2,3 .................................... 50 50 

1 Liquid may be in the form of, but is not limited to, broth or 
extractives. 

2 Alternatively, product may be prepared from raw boned 
poultry in combination with cooked boned poultry so long as 
the product complies with the specified standard. 

3 Total amount of liquid added shall be included in the name 
of the product; e.g., ‘‘Boned Chicken with 25 percent broth.’’ 

(f) Poultry products intended for in-
fant or geriatric use and represented as 
having a ‘‘high meat’’ content shall con-
tain not less than 18.75 percent cooked, 
deboned poultry meat of the kind indi-
cated, with seasoning. 
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TABLE IIA 

Product name 

Minimum 
percent 
cooked, 

deboned, 
poultry meat 
of kind indi-
cated, with 
seasoning 

Maximum 
percent liq-

uid that 
may be 
added 1 

1. Strained or chopped (Kind) 
with broth 2,3 ............................. 43 57 

2. High meat dinner 3 ................... 18.75 

1 Liquid may be in the form of, but not limited to, broth or 
extractives. 

2 Alternatively, product may be prepared from raw boned 
poultry meat in combination with cooked bone poultry meat so 
long as the product complies with the specified standard. 

3 Label must indicate in some manner that product is for in-
fant or geriatric servings. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 39 
FR 4569, Feb. 5, 1974] 

§ 381.158 Poultry dinners (frozen) and 
pies. 

Poultry dinners (frozen) and pies 
shall meet the requirements set forth 
in Table III of this section and the per-
centage or weight specified therein 
shall be calculated on the basis of total 
ingredients used in the preparation of 
the poultry product. 

TABLE III 

Minimum cooked 
deboned poultry 
meat of kind indi-

cated 

Minimum raw 
deboned poultry 
meat of kind indi-

cated 

Per-
cent Weight Per-

cent Weight 

(Kind) Pies ............. 14 or 11⁄8 oz. 
per 8-oz. 

pie 1 

25 or 2 oz. 
per 8-oz. 
pie. 1

(Kind) Dinners ....... 18 or 2 oz.2,3 

1 14 percent or 11⁄8 oz., whichever is greater; or 25 percent 
or 2 oz., whichever is greater. 

2 Excluding weight of appetizers, desserts, etc. 
3 18 percent or 2 oz., whichever is greater. A minimum of 

45 percent, or 5 ounces per dinner, whichever is greater, of 
cooked poultry including bone and breading may be used in 
lieu of minimum 18 percent or 2 ounces of cooked deboned 
poultry meat and the cooked poultry including bone and 
breading shall not contain more than 30 percent breading. 

§ 381.159 Poultry rolls. 
(a) Binders or extenders may be 

added in accordance with a regulation 
in this subchapter, in 9 CFR Chapter 
III, Subchapter E, or in 21 CFR Chapter 
I, Subchapter A or Subchapter B. In ad-
dition to the binders referred to in the 
preceding sentence, the following sub-
stances are permitted for use as bind-
ers in poultry rolls: transglutaminase 
enzyme at up to 65 ppm. When binding 
agents are added in excess of 3 percent 

for cooked rolls and 2 percent for raw 
rolls, the common name of the agent or 
the term ‘‘Binders Added’’ shall be in-
cluded in the name of the product; e.g., 
‘‘Turkey Roll-Gelatin Added.’’ 

(b) With respect to heat processed 
rolls, 2 percent or less liquid based on 
the weight of the finished product 
without liquid may remain with or be 
returned to product labeled as ‘‘(Kind) 
Roll.’’ 

(c) Heat processed rolls which have 
more than 2 percent liquid remaining 
with or returned to the product shall 
be labeled as ‘‘(Kind) Roll with Natural 
Juices.’’ If more than 2 percent of any 
liquid other than natural cookout 
juices is added, the product must be la-
beled to indicate that fact; e.g., ‘‘Tur-
key Roll with Broth.’’ Liquid shall not 
be returned or added to product within 
this paragraph graph in excess of the 
amount normally cooked out during 
preparation. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 55 
FR 34684, Aug. 24, 1990; 66 FR 54916, Oct. 31, 
2001] 

§ 381.160 (Kind) burgers; (Kind) pat-
ties. 

Such product consists of 100 percent 
poultry of the kind indicated, with 
skin and fat not in excess of natural 
proportions. Product containing fillers 
or binders shall be named ‘‘(Kind) Pat-
ties.’’ 

§ 381.161 ‘‘(Kind) A La Kiev.’’ 

Such product consists of poultry 
meat of the kind indicated, stuffed 
with butter which may be seasoned and 
the product may be wrapped in suffi-
cient skin to cover the meat. It may be 
dipped in batter, fried, and frozen. 

§ 381.162 ‘‘(Kind) steak or fillet.’’ 

Such product consists of a boneless 
slice or strip of poultry meat of the 
kind indicated. 

§ 381.163 ‘‘(Kind) baked’’ or ‘‘(Kind) 
roasted.’’ 

Such product consists of ready-to- 
cook poultry of the kind indicated, 
that has been cooked in dry source 
heat, e.g., oven roasted or oven baked. 
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§ 381.164 ‘‘(Kind) barbecued.’’ 
Such product consists of ready-to- 

cook poultry of the kind indicated, 
that has been cooked in dry heat and 
basted with a seasoned sauce. 

§ 381.165 ‘‘(Kind) barbecued prepared 
with moist heat.’’ 

Such product consists of ready-to- 
cook poultry of the kind indicated that 
has been cooked by the action of moist 
heat in a barbecue sauce. 

§ 381.166 Breaded products. 
‘‘Breaded’’ is a term applicable to any 

poultry product which is coated with 
breading or a batter and breading in an 
amount not to exceed 30 percent of the 
weight of the finished breaded product. 

§ 381.167 Other poultry dishes and spe-
cialty items. 

Poultry dishes and specialty items 
listed in Table IV of this paragraph 
shall meet the requirements set forth 
in said table, irrespective of the type of 
packaging, and the percentages in 
Table IV shall be calculated on a 
ready-to-serve basis, except that soup 
bases in institutional packs which are 
prepared for sale to institutional users 
shall have a minimum of 15 percent 
cooked deboned poultry meat based on 
the weight of the soup base product. 

TABLE IV 

Product name 1 

Minimum 
percent 
cooked 

deboned 
poultry meat 
of kind indi-

cated 

Minimum 
percent 
cooked 

poultry of 
kind indi-

cated, indi-
cating bone 

(Kind) Ravioli ............................. 2 ....................
(Kind) Soup ............................... 2 ....................
Chop Suey with (Kind) .............. 2 ....................
(Kind) Chop Suey ...................... 4 ....................
(Kind) Chow Mein without noo-

dles ........................................ 4 ....................
(Kind) Tamales .......................... 6 ....................
Noodles or Dumplings with 

(Kind) 2 ................................... 6 ....................
(Kind) Stew ................................ 12 ....................
(Kind) Fricassee of Wings ......... .................... 40 
(Kind) Noodles or Dumplings 2 .. 15 30 
(Kind) with Vegetables .............. 15 ....................
Gravy with sliced (Kind) ............ 15 ....................
(Kind) Tetrazzini ........................ 15 ....................
(Kind) chili with beans ............... 17 ....................
Creamed (Kind) ......................... 20 ....................
(Kind) Cacciatore ....................... 20 40 
(Kind) Fricassee ........................ 20 40 
(Kind) A-La-King ........................ 20 ....................
(Kind) croquettes ....................... 25 ....................

TABLE IV—Continued 

Product name 1 

Minimum 
percent 
cooked 

deboned 
poultry meat 
of kind indi-

cated 

Minimum 
percent 
cooked 

poultry of 
kind indi-

cated, indi-
cating bone 

Slice (Kind) with Gravy and 
Dressing ................................. 25 ....................

(Kind) Salad 3 ............................. 25 ....................
(Kind) chili .................................. 28 ....................
(Kind) Hash ............................... 30 ....................
Sliced (Kind) with Gravy ............ 35 ....................
Minced (Kind) Barbecue ............ 40 ....................

1 The product name may contain other appropriate descrip-
tive terms such as ‘‘noodle’’; e.g., ‘‘Chicken Noodle Soup.’’ 

2 This standard also applies to products named (Kind) with 
rice or similar starches. 

3 The 25 percent-standard listed includes poultry meat plus 
proportions of skin and fat natural to the poultry used. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 39 
FR 4569, Feb. 5, 1974] 

§ 381.168 Maximum percent of skin in 
certain poultry products. 

The poultry products listed in Table 
V shall have not more than the percent 
of skin specified in the table, when raw 
and when cooked. 

TABLE V 

Product name 
Percent skin 

Raw Cooked 

Boneless Turkey Breast 
or 

Boneless Turkey Breast Roll .................... 14 
Boneless Turkey Thigh 

or 
Boneless Turkey Thigh Roll ...................... 8 
Boneless Turkey 

or 
Turkey Roll ................................................ 15 
Boneless Chicken Breast 

or 
Boneless Chicken Breast Roll .................. 18 20 
Boneless Chicken 

or 
Chicken Roll .............................................. 20 25 

§ 381.169 Ready-to-cook poultry prod-
ucts to which solutions are added. 

(a) Butter alone, or solutions of poul-
try broth, poultry stock, water, or edi-
ble fats, or mixtures thereof, in which 
are included functional substances 
such as spices, flavor enhancers, emul-
sifiers, phosphates, coloring materials, 
or other substances, approved by the 
Administrator in specific cases, may be 
introduced by injection into the thick 
muscles (breast and legs) of ready-to- 
cook poultry carcasses and may be in-
troduced by injection or marinating 
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into any separate bone-in part there-
from, for the purpose of providing a 
basting medium or similar function. 
The ingredients of the added materials 
and the manner of addition to the prod-
ucts must be found acceptable by the 
Administrator, in all cases. The intro-
duction of the added materials shall in-
crease the weight of the processed 
product by approximately 3 percent 
over the weight of the raw product 
after washing and chilling in compli-
ance with § 381.66. The weight of the 
added materials introduced into the 
poultry products as provided in this 
paragraph shall be included as part of 
the weight of the poultry for purposes 
of the net weight labeling provisions in 
§ 381.121(b). 

(b) A raw poultry product, into which 
added materials are introduced as pro-
vided in paragraph (a) of this section 
must be labeled with a conspicuous, 
legible, and descriptive name, includ-
ing terms that concisely describe the 
method of addition and function of the 
added material. All major terms in the 
product name must be printed with the 
same prominence, except that the 
words which describe the function of 
the added materials (such as ‘‘Injected 
for Flavored Basting’’) may be more 
prominent, provided this does not de-
tract from the conspicuousness of the 
other terms in the product name (such 
as ‘‘Young Turkey’’). The label must 
also bear a statement, in bold type, im-
mediately below and adjacent to the 
product name, listing the common or 
usual names of the added materials in 
descending order of predominance. The 
first part of this statement must con-
sist of terms adequate to inform con-
sumers about the amount and manner 
of introduction of the solution (such as 
‘‘Injected with approximately 3 percent 
of a solution of lllll’’), and must 
be printed at least one-fourth the size 
of the most prominent letter in the 
product name, with a minimum size of 
one-fourth inch for a ready-to-cook 
turkey and proportionately smaller for 
other poultry products. The remainder 
of the solution ingredients shall be de-
clared in type at least one-eighth inch 
in height. The entire statement must 
be printed in a color that contrasts 
with the background and be displayed 
on the principal display panel. 

(c) Approval for use of a label for 
product under this section depends 
upon the ability of the processor to 
control the finished product, within a 
range of three-tenths of 1 percent accu-
racy, so that the average percent of 
basting material in each outgoing lot 
is not greater than 3.3 percent or less 
than 2.7 percent of basting material 
when tested by an approved plant con-
trol procedure would be in compliance. 
As used in this section, ‘‘a lot’’ may be 
any reasonable portion of production 
designated by the operator of the offi-
cial establishment, with a maximum of 
an entire shift’s production from one 
production line. The control procedures 
to be eligible for approval by the Ad-
ministrator must: 

(1) Assure compliance with all label-
ing requirements. 

(2) Control the variability of the 
amount of added approved solution 
within the limits defined above. 

(3) Provide for the disposition in ac-
cordance with the regulations of all 
products not in compliance with this 
section. 

(4) Incorporate a system of raw 
weight identification of a sufficient 
number of poultry and/or poultry parts 
to allow effective monitoring of the 
system by Federal inspectors and offi-
cial establishment employees. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 39 
FR 36000, Oct. 7, 1974] 

§ 381.170 Standards for kinds and 
classes, and for cuts of raw poultry. 

(a) The following standards specify 
the various classes of the specified 
kinds of poultry, and the requirements 
for each class: 

(1) Chickens—(i) Rock Cornish game 
hen or Cornish game hen. A Rock Cor-
nish game hen or Cornish game hen is 
a young immature chicken (usually 5 
to 6 weeks of age) weighing not more 
than 2 pounds ready-to-cook weight, 
which was prepared from a Cornish 
chicken or the progeny of a Cornish 
chicken crossed with another breed of 
chicken. 

(ii) Rock Cornish fryer, roaster, or hen. 
A Rock Cornish fryer, roaster, or hen is 
the progeny of a cross between a pure-
bred Cornish and a purebred Rock 
chicken, without regard to the weight 
of the carcass involved; however, the 
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term ‘‘fryer,’’ ‘‘roaster,’’ or ‘‘hen’’ shall 
apply only if the carcasses are from 
birds with ages and characteristics 
that qualify them for such designation 
under paragraph (a)(1) (iii) or (iv) of 
this section. 

(iii) Broiler or fryer. A broiler or fryer 
is a young chicken (usually under 13 
weeks of age), of either sex, that is ten-
der-meated with soft, pliable, smooth- 
textured skin and flexible breastbone 
cartilage. 

(iv) Roaster or roasting chicken. A bird 
of this class is a young chicken (usu-
ally 3 to 5 months of age), of either sex, 
that is tender-meated with soft, pli-
able, smooth-textured skin and breast-
bone cartilage that may be somewhat 
less flexible than that of a broiler or 
fryer. 

(v) Capon. A capon is a surgically 
unsexed male chicken (usually under 8 
months of age) that is tender-meated 
with soft, pliable, smooth-textured 
skin. 

(vi) Hen, fowl, or baking or stewing. A 
bird of this class is a mature female 
chicken (usually more than 10 months 
of age) with meat less tender than that 
of a roaster, or roasting chicken and 
nonflexible breastbone tip. 

(vii) Cock or rooster. A cock or rooster 
is a mature male chicken with coarse 
skin, toughened and darkened meat, 
and hardened breastbone tip. 

(2) Turkeys—(i) Fryer-roaster turkey. A 
fryer-roaster turkey is a young imma-
ture turkey (usually under 16 weeks of 
age), of either sex, that is tender- 
meated with soft, pliable, smooth-tex-
tured skin, and flexible breastbone car-
tilage. 

(ii) Young turkey. A young turkey is a 
turkey (usually under 8 months of age) 
that is tender-meated with soft, pli-
able, smooth-textured skin, and breast-
bone cartilage that is somewhat less 
flexible than in a fryer-roaster turkey. 
Sex designation is optional. 

(iii) Yearling turkey. A yearling tur-
key is a fully matured turkey (usually 
under 15 months of age) that is reason-
ably tender-meated and with reason-
ably smooth-textured skin. Sex des-
ignation is optional. 

(iv) Mature turkey or old turkey (hen or 
tom). A mature or old turkey is an old 
turkey of either sex (usually in excess 

of 15 months of age) with coarse skin 
and toughened flesh. 

(3) Ducks—(i) Broiler duckling or fryer 
duckling. A broiler duckling or fryer 
duckling is a young duck (usually 
under 8 weeks of age), of either sex, 
that is tender-meated and has a soft 
bill and soft windpipe. 

(ii) Roaster duckling. A roaster 
duckling is a young duck (usually 
under 16 weeks of age), of either sex, 
that is tender-meated and has a bill 
that is not completely hardened and a 
windpipe that is easily dented. 

(iii) Mature duck or old duck. A ma-
ture duck or an old duck is a duck 
(usually over 6 months of age), of ei-
ther sex, with toughened flesh, hard-
ened bill, and hardened windpipe. 

(4) Geese—(i) Young goose. A young 
goose may be of either sex, is tender- 
meated, and has a windpipe that is eas-
ily dented. 

(ii) Mature goose or old goose. A ma-
ture goose or old goose may be of ei-
ther sex and has toughened flesh and 
hardened windpipe. 

(5) Guineas—(i) Young guinea. A 
young guinea may be of either sex, is 
tender-meated, and has a flexible 
breastbone cartilage. 

(ii) Mature guinea or old guinea. A ma-
ture guinea or an old guinea may be of 
either sex, has toughened flesh, and a 
hardened breastbone. 

(b) The following standards specify 
the requirements for the specified cuts 
of poultry: 

(1) ‘‘Breasts’’ shall be separated from 
the back at the shoulder joint and by a 
cut running backward and downward 
from that point along the junction of 
the vertebral and sternal ribs. The ribs 
may be removed from the breasts, and 
the breasts may be cut along the 
breastbone to make two approximately 
equal halves; or the wishbone portion, 
as described in paragraph (b)(3) of this 
section, may be removed before cutting 
the remainder along the breastbone to 
make three parts. Pieces cut in this 
manner may be substituted for lighter 
or heavier pieces for exact weight-mak-
ing purposes and the package may con-
tain two or more of such parts without 
affecting the appropriateness of the la-
beling as e.g., ‘‘chicken breasts.’’ Neck 
skin shall not be included with the 
breasts, except that ‘‘turkey breasts’’ 
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may include neck skin up to the whisk-
er. 

(2) ‘‘Breasts with ribs’’ shall be sepa-
rated from the back at the junction of 
the vertebral ribs and back. Breasts 
with ribs may be cut along the breast-
bone to make two approximately equal 
halves; or the wishbone portion, as de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, may be removed before cutting 
the remainder along the breastbone to 
make three parts. Pieces cut in this 
manner may be substituted for lighter 
or heavier pieces for exact weight-mak-
ing purposes and the package may con-
tain two or more of such parts without 
affecting the appropriateness of the la-
beling as ‘‘breasts with ribs.’’ Neck skin 
shall not be included, except that ‘‘tur-
key breasts with ribs’’ may include 
neck skin up to the whisker. 

(3) ‘‘Wishbones’’ (Pulley Bones), with 
covering muscle and skin tissue, shall 
be severed from the breast approxi-
mately halfway between the end of the 
wishbone (hypocledium) and front 
point of the breastbone (cranial process 
of the sternal crest) to a point where 
the wishbone joins the shoulder. Neck 
skin shall not be included with the 
wishbone. 

(4) ‘‘Drumsticks’’ shall be separated 
from the thigh by a cut through the 
knee joint (femorotibial and patellar 
joint) and from the hock joint (tarsal 
joint). 

(5) ‘‘Thighs’’ shall be disjointed at the 
hip joint and may include the pelvic 
meat, but shall not include the pelvic 
bones. Back skin shall not be included. 

(6) ‘‘(Kind) legs’’ shall be the poultry 
product which includes the thigh and 
the drumstick, i.e., the whole leg, and 
may include the pelvic meat, but shall 
not include the pelvic bones. Back skin 
shall not be included. 

(7) ‘‘Wings’’ shall include the entire 
wing with all muscle and skin tissue 
intact, except that the wingtip may be 
removed. 

(8) ‘‘Backs’’ shall include the pelvic 
bones and all the vertebrae posterior to 
the shoulder joint. The meat shall not 
be peeled from the pelvic bones. The 
vertebral ribs and/or scapula may be 
removed or included without affecting 
the appropriateness of the name. Skin 
shall be substantially intact. 

(9) ‘‘Stripped backs’’ shall include the 
vertebrae from the shoulder joint to 
the tail, and include the pelvic bones. 
The meat may be stripped off of the 
pelvic bones. 

(10) ‘‘Necks’’, with or without neck 
skin, shall be separated from the car-
cass at the shoulder joint. 

(11) ‘‘Halves’’ are prepared by making 
a full-length back and breast split of an 
eviscerated poultry carcass so as to 
produce approximately equal right and 
left sides. 

(12) ‘‘Quarters’’ consist of the entire 
eviscerated poultry carcass, which has 
been cut into four equal parts, but ex-
cluding the neck. 

(13) ‘‘Breast quarter’’ consists of half a 
breast with the wing and a portion of 
the back attached. 

(14) ‘‘Breast quarter without wing’’ 
consists of a front quarter of a poultry 
carcass, from which the wing has been 
removed. 

(15) ‘‘Leg quarter’’ consists of a poul-
try thigh and drumstick, with a por-
tion of the back attached. 

(16) ‘‘Thigh with back portion’’ con-
sists of a poultry thigh with back por-
tion attached. 

(17) ‘‘Legs with pelvic bone’’ consists 
of a poultry leg with adhering meat 
and skin and pelvic bone. 

(18) ‘‘Wing drummette’’ consists of the 
humerus of a poultry wing with adher-
ing skin and meat attached. 

(19) ‘‘Wing portion’’ consists of a poul-
try wing except that the drummette 
has been removed. 

(20) ‘‘Cut-up Poultry’’ is any cut-up or 
disjointed portion of poultry or any ed-
ible part thereof, as described in this 
section. 

(21) ‘‘Giblets’’ consist of approxi-
mately equal numbers of hearts, giz-
zards, and livers, as determined on a 
count basis. 

(22) ‘‘Major portions’’ of eviscerated 
poultry carcasses are either carcasses 
from which parts may be missing, or 
the front or rear portions of trans-
versely-split carcasses. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 39 
FR 4569, Feb. 5, 1974; 63 FR 48960, Sept. 11, 
1998] 
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§ 381.171 Definition and standard for 
‘‘Turkey Ham.’’ 

(a) ‘‘Turkey Ham’’ shall be fabricated 
from boneless, turkey thigh meat with 
skin and the surface fat attached to 
the skin removed. The thighs shall be 
that cut of poultry described in 
§ 381.170(b)(5) of this part. 

(b) The product may or may not be 
smoked, and shall be cured using one 
or more of the approved curing agents 
as provided in a regulation permitting 
that use in this subchapter or 9 CFR 
Chapter III, Subchapter E, or in 21 CFR 
Chapter I, Subchapter A or Subchapter 
B. The product may also contain cure 
accelerators, phosphates, and flavoring 
agents as provided in a regulation per-
mitting that use in this subchapter or 
9 CFR Chapter III, Subchapter E, or in 
21 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter A or 
Subchapter B; common salt, sugars, 
spices, spice extractives, dehydrated 
garlic, and dehydrated onions; and 
water for purpose of dissolving and dis-
persing the substances specified above. 

(c) The cooked finished product 
weight shall be no more than the origi-
nal weight of the turkey thigh meat 
used prior to curing. 

(d) The product name on the label 
shall show the word ‘‘Turkey’’ in the 
same size, style, color, and with the 
same background as the word ‘‘Ham’’ 
and shall precede and be adjacent to it. 

(e) The product name shall be quali-
fied with the statement ‘‘Cured Turkey 
Thigh Meat.’’ The qualifying statement 
shall be contiguous to the product 
name, without intervening type or de-
signs, shall be not less than one-half 
the size of the product name but not 
less than one-eighth inch in height, 
and shall be in the same style and color 
and with the same background as the 
product name. 

(f) If the product is fabricated from 
pieces of turkey thigh meat that result 
from the cutting through the muscle 
(as opposed the whole thighs intact or 
whole thighs with some incidental sep-
aration of muscle tissue during re-
moval of the bone), the product name 
shall be further qualified by a descrip-
tive statement. The product name of 
product fabricated from such pieces of 
turkey thigh meat equivalent in size to 
a one-half inch cube or greater shall be 
further qualified to specify that the 

product is ‘‘Chunked and Formed.’’ The 
product name of product fabricated 
from such pieces of turkey thigh meat 
smaller than the equivalent of a one- 
half inch cube shall be further qualified 
to specify that the product is ‘‘Ground 
and Formed’’ or ‘‘Chopped and Formed’’ 
as appropriate. The qualifying state-
ment shall immediately follow and be 
contiguous to the statement required 
in paragraph (e) of this section, and 
shall be not less than one-half the size 
of the product name but not less than 
one-eighth inch in height, and shall be 
in the same style and color and with 
the same background as the product 
name. 

[44 FR 51190, Aug. 31, 1979; 64 FR 72175, Dec. 
23, 1999] 

§ 381.172 Requirements for substitute 
standardized poultry products 
named by use of an expressed nutri-
ent content claim and a standard-
ized term. 

(a) Description. The poultry products 
prescribed by this general definition 
and standard of identity are those 
products that substitute, in accordance 
with § 381.413(d), for a standardized 
product defined in this subpart and use 
the name of that standardized product 
in their statements of identity, but 
that do not comply with the estab-
lished standard because of a 
compositional deviation that results 
from reduction of a constituent that is 
described by an expressed nutrient con-
tent claim that has been defined by 
regulation in this subpart. The ex-
pressed nutrient content claim shall 
comply with the requirements of 
§ 381.413 and with the requirements in 
subpart Y of this part which define the 
particular nutrient content claim that 
is used. The poultry product shall com-
ply with the relevant standard in this 
part in all other respects, except as 
provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
this section. 

(b) Performance characteristics. The 
performance characteristics, such as 
physical properties, functional prop-
erties, and shelf-life, of the poultry 
product shall be similar to those of the 
standardized poultry product produced 
under subpart P of this part. If there is 
a significant difference in a perform-
ance characteristic that materially 
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limits the use of the product compared 
to the use of the standardized product 
defined in subpart P of this part, the 
label shall include a statement in ac-
cordance with § 381.413(d)(1) and (2) of 
this part, that informs the consumer of 
such differences (e.g., if appropriate, 
‘‘not recommended for frozen storage’’ 
or ‘‘not suitable for roller grilling’’). De-
viations from the ingredient provisions 
of the standard must be the minimum 
necessary to qualify for the nutrient 
content claim, while maintaining simi-
lar performance characteristics. 

(c) Ingredients used in substitute prod-
ucts. (1) Ingredients used in the product 
shall be those ingredients provided for 
in the standard as defined in subpart P 
of this part, except that safe and suit-
able ingredients permitted for use in 
poultry products as provided in a regu-
lation permitting that use in this sub-
chapter or in 9 CFR Chapter III, Sub-
chapter E, or in 21 CFR Chapter I, Sub-
chapter A or Subchapter B, may be 
used at the minimum level necessary 
to improve texture and prevent syn-
eresis, so that the substitute product is 
not inferior in performance character-
istics from the standardized product 
defined in subpart P of this part for 
which it is a substitute. 

(2) An ingredient that is specifically 
required by the standard prescribed in 
subpart P of this part shall not be re-
placed or exchanged with a similar in-
gredient from another source, for ex-
ample, extruded turnips shall not re-
place noodles in poultry with noodles. 

(3) An ingredient that is specifically 
prohibited from use in any poultry 
product by subpart P of this part shall 
not be added to the substitute poultry 
product under this section. 

(4) Unless otherwise specified in this 
part, a substitute poultry product must 
meet all other requirements of the ap-
plicable standards of identity or com-
position. 

(5) Water and fat-replacers (e.g., bind-
ers), in combination, may be added to 
replace fat in accordance with para-
graph (c) of this section. 

(6) Textured vegetable protein may 
be used by itself or in combination 
with other binders and water as a fat 
replacer in accordance with paragraph 
(c) of this section. 

(d) Nomenclature. The name of a sub-
stitute poultry product that complies 
with this section is the appropriate ex-
pressed nutrient content claim and the 
applicable standardized term. 

(e) Label declaration. (1) Each of the 
ingredients used in the substitute poul-
try product shall be declared on the 
label as required by this section and 
subpart N of this part. 

(2) Ingredients not provided for, and 
ingredients used in excess of those lev-
els provided for, by the standard as de-
fined in subpart P of this part, shall be 
identified as such with an asterisk in 
the ingredients statement. The state-
ment ‘‘*Ingredients not in regular 
lllll’’ (the blank shall be filled in 
with the name of the traditional stand-
ardized product) or ‘‘**Ingredients in 
excess of amounts permitted in regular 
lllll’’ (the blank shall be filled in 
with the name of the traditional stand-
ardized product), or both, as appro-
priate, shall immediately follow the in-
gredients statement in the same type 
and size. 

[70 FR 33818, June 10, 2005] 

§ 381.173 Mechanically Separated 
(Kind of Poultry). 

(a) ‘‘Mechanically Separated (Kind of 
Poultry)’’ is any product resulting from 
the mechanical separation and removal 
of most of the bone from attached skel-
etal muscle and other tissue of poultry 
carcasses and parts of carcasses that 
has a paste-like form and consistency, 
that may or may not contain skin with 
attached fat and meeting the other 
provisions of this section. Examples of 
such product are ‘‘Mechanically Sepa-
rated Chicken’’ and ‘‘Mechanically Sep-
arated Turkey.’’ 

(b) ‘‘Mechanically Separated (Kind of 
Poultry)’’ shall not have a bone solids 
content of more than 1 percent. At 
least 98 percent of the bone particles 
present in ‘‘Mechanically Separated 
(Kind of Poultry) ‘‘ shall have a max-
imum size no greater than 1.5 mm (mil-
limeter) in their greatest dimension 
and there shall be no bone particles 
larger than 2.0 mm in their greatest di-
mension. 

(c) ‘‘Mechanically Separated (Kind of 
Poultry)’’ shall not have a calcium con-
tent exceeding 0.235 percent when made 
from mature chickens or from turkeys 
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as defined in § 381.170(a)(l)(vi) and (vii) 
and (a)(2), respectively, or 0.175 percent 
when made from other poultry, based 
on the weight of product that has not 
been heat treated, as a measure of a 
bone solids content of not more than 1 
percent. 

(d) ‘‘Mechanically Separated (Kind of 
Poultry)’’ may be used in the formula-
tion of poultry products in accordance 
with § 381.174 and meat food products in 
accordance with subchapter A of this 
chapter. 

(e) Product resulting from the me-
chanical separation process that fails 
to meet the bone particle size or cal-
cium content requirements for ‘‘Me-
chanically Separated (Kind of Poul-
try)’’ shall be used only in producing 
poultry extractives, including fats, 
stocks, and broths and labeled as ‘‘Me-
chanically Separated (Kind of Poultry) 
for Further Processing.’’ 

[60 FR 55983, Nov. 3, 1995] 

§ 381.174 Limitations with respect to 
use of Mechanically Separated 
(Kind of Poultry). 

(a) A poultry product required to be 
prepared from a particular kind of 
poultry (e.g., chicken) shall not con-
tain ‘‘Mechanically Separated (Kind of 
Poultry)’’ described in § 381.173, that is 
made from any other kind of poultry 
(e.g., Mechanically Separated Turkey). 

(b) ‘‘Mechanically Separated (Kind of 
Poultry)’’ described in § 381.173 may be 
used in the formulation of any poultry 
or meat food product, provided such 
use conforms with any applicable re-
quirements of the definitions and 
standards of identity or composition in 
this subchapter or part 319 of this chap-
ter, and provided that it is identified as 
‘‘Mechanically Separated (Kind of Poul-
try).’’ 

[60 FR 55983, Nov. 3, 1995] 

Subpart Q—Records, Registration, 
and Reports 

§ 381.175 Records required to be kept. 
(a) Every person within any of the 

classes specified in paragraph (a) (1), 
(2), or (3) of this section is required by 
the Act to keep such records as are 
properly necessary for the effective en-
forcement of the Act: 

(1) Any person that engages in the 
business of slaughtering any poultry or 
processing, freezing, packaging, or la-
beling any carcasses, or parts or prod-
ucts of carcasses, of any poultry, for 
commerce, for use as human food or 
animal food; 

(2) Any person that engages in the 
business of buying or selling (as a poul-
try products broker, wholesaler, or 
otherwise) or transporting, in com-
merce, or storing in or for commerce, 
or importing, any carcasses, or parts or 
products of carcasses, of any poultry; 

(3) Any person that engages in busi-
ness, in or for commerce, as a renderer, 
or engages in the business of buying, 
selling, or transporting in commerce, 
or importing, any dead, dying, dis-
abled, or diseased poultry or parts of 
the carcasses of any poultry that died 
otherwise than by slaughter. 

(b) The required records are: 
(1) Records, such as bills of sale, in-

voices, bills of lading, and receiving 
and shipping papers, giving the fol-
lowing information with respect to 
each transaction in which any poultry 
or poultry carcass, or part or product 
of a poultry carcass, is purchased, sold, 
shipped, received, transported, or oth-
erwise handled by said person in con-
nection with any business subject to 
the Act. 

(i) The name or description of the 
poultry or other articles; 

(ii) The net weight of the poultry or 
other articles; 

(iii) The number of outside con-
tainers; 

(iv) The name and address of the 
buyer of the poultry or other articles 
sold by such person, and the name and 
address of the seller of the poultry or 
other articles purchased by such per-
son; 

(v) The name and address of the con-
signee or receiver (if other than the 
buyer); 

(vi) The method of shipment; 
(vii) The date of shipment; and 
(viii) The name and address of the 

carrier. 
(2) Guaranties provided by suppliers 

of packaging materials under § 381.144. 
(3) Records of canning as required by 

subpart X of this part 381, of sub-
chapter C, 9 CFR chapter III. 
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