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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 20.1003 

§ 20.1002 Scope. 
The regulations in this part apply to 

persons licensed by the Commission to 
receive, possess, use, transfer, or dis-
pose of byproduct, source, or special 
nuclear material or to operate a pro-
duction or utilization facility under 
parts 30 through 36, 39, 40, 50, 52, 60, 61, 
63, 70, or 72 of this chapter, and in ac-
cordance with 10 CFR 76.60 to persons 
required to obtain a certificate of com-
pliance or an approved compliance plan 
under part 76 of this chapter. The lim-
its in this part do not apply to doses 
due to background radiation, to expo-
sure of patients to radiation for the 
purpose of medical diagnosis or ther-
apy, to exposure from individuals ad-
ministered radioactive material and re-
leased under § 35.75, or to exposure from 
voluntary participation in medical re-
search programs. 

[72 FR 49485, Aug. 28, 2007] 

§ 20.1003 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Absorbed dose means the energy im-

parted by ionizing radiation per unit 
mass of irradiated material. The units 
of absorbed dose are the rad and the 
gray (Gy). 

Accelerator-produced radioactive mate-
rial means any material made radio-
active by a particle accelerator. 

Act means the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), as amended. 

Activity is the rate of disintegration 
(transformation) or decay of radio-
active material. The units of activity 
are the curie (Ci) and the becquerel 
(Bq). 

Adult means an individual 18 or more 
years of age. 

Airborne radioactive material means 
radioactive material dispersed in the 
air in the form of dusts, fumes, particu-
lates, mists, vapors, or gases. 

Airborne radioactivity area means a 
room, enclosure, or area in which air-
borne radioactive materials, composed 
wholly or partly of licensed material, 
exist in concentrations— 

(1) In excess of the derived air con-
centrations (DACs) specified in appen-
dix B, to §§ 20.1001–20.2401, or 

(2) To such a degree that an indi-
vidual present in the area without res-
piratory protective equipment could 

exceed, during the hours an individual 
is present in a week, an intake of 0.6 
percent of the annual limit on intake 
(ALI) or 12 DAC-hours. 

Air-purifying respirator means a res-
pirator with an air-purifying filter, 
cartridge, or canister that removes spe-
cific air contaminants by passing am-
bient air through the air-purifying ele-
ment. 

ALARA (acronym for ‘‘as low as is 
reasonably achievable’’) means making 
every reasonable effort to maintain ex-
posures to radiation as far below the 
dose limits in this part as is practical 
consistent with the purpose for which 
the licensed activity is undertaken, 
taking into account the state of tech-
nology, the economics of improve-
ments in relation to state of tech-
nology, the economics of improve-
ments in relation to benefits to the 
public health and safety, and other so-
cietal and socioeconomic consider-
ations, and in relation to utilization of 
nuclear energy and licensed materials 
in the public interest. 

Annual limit on intake (ALI) means 
the derived limit for the amount of ra-
dioactive material taken into the body 
of an adult worker by inhalation or in-
gestion in a year. ALI is the smaller 
value of intake of a given radionuclide 
in a year by the reference man that 
would result in a committed effective 
dose equivalent of 5 rems (0.05 Sv) or a 
committed dose equivalent of 50 rems 
(0.5 Sv) to any individual organ or tis-
sue. (ALI values for intake by inges-
tion and by inhalation of selected 
radionuclides are given in table 1, col-
umns 1 and 2, of appendix B to 
§§ 20.1001–20.2401). 

Assigned protection factor (APF) means 
the expected workplace level of res-
piratory protection that would be pro-
vided by a properly functioning res-
pirator or a class of respirators to 
properly fitted and trained users. Oper-
ationally, the inhaled concentration 
can be estimated by dividing the ambi-
ent airborne concentration by the 
APF. 

Atmosphere-supplying respirator means 
a respirator that supplies the res-
pirator user with breathing air from a 
source independent of the ambient at-
mosphere, and includes supplied-air 
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