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GENERAL PROVISIONS

§52.0 Scope; applicability of 10 CFR
Chapter I provisions.

(a) This part governs the issuance of
early site permits, standard design cer-
tifications, combined licenses, stand-
ard design approvals, and manufac-
turing licenses for nuclear power facili-
ties licensed under Section 103 of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended
(68 Stat. 919), and Title II of the Energy
Reorganization Act of 1974 (88 Stat.
1242). This part also gives notice to all
persons who knowingly provide to any
holder of or applicant for an approval,
certification, permit, or license, or to a
contractor, subcontractor, or consult-
ant of any of them, components, equip-
ment, materials, or other goods or
services that relate to the activities of
a holder of or applicant for an ap-
proval, certification, permit, or Ii-
cense, subject to this part, that they
may be individually subject to NRC en-
forcement action for violation of the
provisions in 10 CFR 52.4.

(b) Unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided for in this part, the regulations
in 10 CFR Chapter I apply to a holder
of or applicant for an approval, certifi-
cation, permit, or license. A holder of
or applicant for an approval, certifi-
cation, permit, or license issued under
this part shall comply with all require-
ments in 10 CFR Chapter I that are ap-
plicable. A license, approval, certifi-
cation, or permit issued under this part
is subject to all requirements in 10 CFR
Chapter I which, by their terms, are
applicable to early site permits, design
certifications, combined licenses, de-
sign approvals, or manufacturing Ili-
censes.

§52.1 Definitions.

(a) As used in this part—

Combined license means a combined
construction permit and operating li-
cense with conditions for a nuclear
power facility issued under subpart C
of this part.

Decommission means to remove a fa-
cility or site safely from service and
reduce residual radioactivity to a level
that permits—
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(i) Release of the property for unre-
stricted use and termination of the li-
cense; or

(ii) Release of the property under re-
stricted conditions and termination of
the license.

Design characteristics are the actual
features of a reactor or reactors. De-
sign characteristics are specified in a
standard design approval, a standard
design certification, a combined license
application, or a manufacturing Ili-
cense.

Design parameters are the postulated
features of a reactor or reactors that
could be built at a proposed site. De-
sign parameters are specified in an
early site permit.

Early site permit means a Commission
approval, issued under subpart A of
this part, for a site or sites for one or
more nuclear power facilities. An early
site permit is a partial construction
permit.

License means a license, including an
early site permit, combined license or
manufacturing license under this part
or a renewed license issued by the Com-
mission under this part or part 54 of
this chapter.

Licensee means a person who is au-
thorized to conduct activities under a
license issued by the Commission.

Limited work authorization means the
authorization provided by the Director
of New Reactors or the Director of Nu-
clear Reactor Regulation under §50.10
of this chapter.

Major feature of the emergency plans
means an aspect of those plans nec-
essary to:

(i) Address in whole or part one or
more of the 16 standards in 10 CFR
50.47(b); or

(ii) Describe the emergency planning
zones as required in 10 CFR 50.33(g).

Manufacturing license means a li-
cense, issued under subpart F of this
part, authorizing the manufacture of
nuclear power reactors but not their
construction, installation, or operation
at the sites on which the reactors are
to be operated.

Modular design means a nuclear
power station that consists of two or
more essentially identical nuclear re-
actors (modules) and each module is a
separate nuclear reactor capable of
being operated independent of the state
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of completion or operating condition of
any other module co-located on the
same site, even though the nuclear
power station may have some shared or
common systems.

Prototype plant means a nuclear
power plant that is used to test new
safety features, such as the testing re-
quired under 10 CFR 50.43(e). The proto-
type plant is similar to a first-of-a-
kind or standard plant design in all
features and size, but may include ad-
ditional safety features to protect the
public and the plant staff from the pos-
sible consequences of accidents during
the testing period.

Site characteristics are the actual
physical, environmental and demo-
graphic features of a site. Site charac-
teristics are specified in an early site
permit or in a final safety analysis re-
port for a combined license.

Site parameters are the postulated
physical, environmental and demo-
graphic features of an assumed site.
Site parameters are specified in a
standard design approval, standard de-
sign certification, or manufacturing li-
cense.

Standard design means a design which
is sufficiently detailed and complete to
support certification or approval in ac-
cordance with subpart B or E of this
part, and which is usable for a multiple
number of units or at a multiple num-
ber of sites without reopening or re-
peating the review.

Standard design approval or design ap-
proval means an NRC staff approval,
issued under subpart E of this part, of
a final standard design for a nuclear
power reactor of the type described in
10 CFR 50.22. The approval may be for
either the final design for the entire re-
actor facility or the final design of
major portions thereof.

Standard design certification or design
certification means a Commission ap-
proval, issued under subpart B of this
part, of a final standard design for a
nuclear power facility. This design may
be referred to as a certified standard
design.

(b) All other terms in this part have
the meaning set out in 10 CFR 50.2, or
Section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act,
as applicable.

[72 FR 49517, Aug. 28, 2007, as amended at 72
FR 57446, Oct. 9, 2007]
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§52.2 Interpretations.

Except as specifically authorized by
the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by any officer or em-
ployee of the Commission other than a
written interpretation by the General
Counsel will be recognized to be bind-
ing upon the Commission.

§52.3 Written communications.

(a) General requirements. All cor-
respondence, reports, applications, and
other written communications from an
applicant, licensee, or holder of a
standard design approval to the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission con-
cerning the regulations in this part, in-
dividual license conditions, or the
terms and conditions of an early site
permit or standard design approval,
must be sent either by mail addressed:
ATTN: Document Control Desk, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001; by hand de-
livery to the NRC’s offices at 11555
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland,
between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:15
p.m. eastern time; or, where prac-
ticable, by electronic submission, for
example, via Electronic Information
Exchange, e-mail, or CD-ROM. Elec-
tronic submissions must be made in a
manner that enables the NRC to re-
ceive, read, authenticate, distribute,
and archive the submission, and proc-
ess and retrieve it a single page at a
time. Detailed guidance on making
electronic submissions can be obtained
by visiting the NRC’s Web site at http:/
www.nrec.gov/site-help/e-submittals.himl;
by e-mail to MSHD.Resource@nrc.gov;
or by writing the Office of Information
Services, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555—
0001. The guidance discusses, among
other topics, the formats the NRC can
accept, the use of electronic signa-
tures, and the treatment of nonpublic
information. If the communication is
on paper, the signed original must be
sent. If a submission due date falls on
a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holi-
day, the next Federal working day be-
comes the official due date.

(b) Distribution requirements. Copies of
all correspondence, reports, and other
written communications concerning
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