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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 71.45 

to the other provisions, a special pack-
age authorization may be approved for 
one-time shipments. The applicant 
shall demonstrate that the overall 
level of safety in transport for these 
shipments is at least equivalent to that 
which would be provided if all the ap-
plicable requirements had been met. 

[60 FR 50264, Sept. 28, 1995, as amended at 69 
FR 3794, Jan. 26, 2004; 69 FR 58039, Sept. 29, 
2004] 

§ 71.43 General standards for all pack-
ages. 

(a) The smallest overall dimension of 
a package may not be less than 10 cm 
(4 in). 

(b) The outside of a package must in-
corporate a feature, such as a seal, that 
is not readily breakable and that, while 
intact, would be evidence that the 
package has not been opened by unau-
thorized persons. 

(c) Each package must include a con-
tainment system securely closed by a 
positive fastening device that cannot 
be opened unintentionally or by a pres-
sure that may arise within the pack-
age. 

(d) A package must be made of mate-
rials and construction that assure that 
there will be no significant chemical, 
galvanic, or other reaction among the 
packaging components, among package 
contents, or between the packaging 
components and the package contents, 
including possible reaction resulting 
from inleakage of water, to the max-
imum credible extent. Account must be 
taken of the behavior of materials 
under irradiation. 

(e) A package valve or other device, 
the failure of which would allow radio-
active contents to escape, must be pro-
tected against unauthorized operation 
and, except for a pressure relief device, 
must be provided with an enclosure to 
retain any leakage. 

(f) A package must be designed, con-
structed, and prepared for shipment so 
that under the tests specified in § 71.71 
(‘‘Normal conditions of transport’’) 
there would be no loss or dispersal of 
radioactive contents, no significant in-
crease in external surface radiation 
levels, and no substantial reduction in 
the effectiveness of the packaging. 

(g) A package must be designed, con-
structed, and prepared for transport so 

that in still air at 38 °C (100 °F) and in 
the shade, no accessible surface of a 
package would have a temperature ex-
ceeding 50 °C (122 °F) in a nonexclusive 
use shipment, or 85 °C (185 °F) in an ex-
clusive use shipment. 

(h) A package may not incorporate a 
feature intended to allow continuous 
venting during transport. 

§ 71.45 Lifting and tie-down standards 
for all packages. 

(a) Any lifting attachment that is a 
structural part of a package must be 
designed with a minimum safety factor 
of three against yielding when used to 
lift the package in the intended man-
ner, and it must be designed so that 
failure of any lifting device under ex-
cessive load would not impair the abil-
ity of the package to meet other re-
quirements of this subpart. Any other 
structural part of the package that 
could be used to lift the package must 
be capable of being rendered inoperable 
for lifting the package during trans-
port, or must be designed with strength 
equivalent to that required for lifting 
attachments. 

(b) Tie-down devices: 
(1) If there is a system of tie-down de-

vices that is a structural part of the 
package, the system must be capable of 
withstanding, without generating 
stress in any material of the package 
in excess of its yield strength, a static 
force applied to the center of gravity of 
the package having a vertical compo-
nent of 2 times the weight of the pack-
age with its contents, a horizontal 
component along the direction in 
which the vehicle travels of 10 times 
the weight of the package with its con-
tents, and a horizontal component in 
the transverse direction of 5 times the 
weight of the package with its con-
tents. 

(2) Any other structural part of the 
package that could be used to tie down 
the package must be capable of being 
rendered inoperable for tying down the 
package during transport, or must be 
designed with strength equivalent to 
that required for tie-down devices. 

(3) Each tie-down device that is a 
structural part of a package must be 
designed so that failure of the device 
under excessive load would not impair 
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