AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

common defense and security. A deter-
mination of trustworthiness and reli-
ability for this purpose is based upon a
background check.

Undergoing processing means Dper-
forming active operations on material
such as chemical transformation, phys-
ical transformation, or transit between
such operations, to be differentiated
from storage or packaging for ship-
ment.

Vault means a windowless enclosure
with walls, floor, roof and door(s) de-
signed and constructed to delay pene-
tration from forced entry.

Vault-type room means a room with
one or more doors, all capable of being
locked, protected by an intrusion
alarm which creates an alarm upon the
entry of a person anywhere into the
room and upon exit from the room or
upon movement of an individual within
the room.

Vital area means any area which con-
tains vital equipment.

Vital equipment means any equip-
ment, system, device, or material, the
failure, destruction, or release of which
could directly or indirectly endanger
the public health and safety by expo-
sure to radiation. Equipment or sys-
tems which would be required to func-
tion to protect public health and safety
following such failure, destruction, or
release are also considered to be vital.

Watchman means an individual, not
necessarily uniformed or armed with a
firearm, who provides protection for a
plant and the special nuclear material
therein in the course of performing
other duties.

[38 FR 35430, Dec. 28, 1973, as amended at 39
FR 2352, Jan. 21, 1974; 40 FR 52841, Nov. 13,
1975; 42 FR 10838, Feb. 24, 1977; 43 FR 37425,
Aug. 23, 1978; 44 FR 43282, July 24, 1979; 44 FR
68187, Nov. 28, 1979; 456 FR 14201, Mar. 5, 1980;
46 FR 51724, Oct. 22, 1981; 563 FR 45451, Nov. 10,
1988; 55 FR 51401, Dec. 14, 1990; 57 FR 33429,
July 29, 1992; 72 FR 49561, Aug. 28, 2007; 73 FR
63573, Oct. 24, 2008]

§73.3 Interpretations.

Except as specifically authorized by
the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretations of the meaning of the regu-
lations in this part by any officer or
employee of the Commission other
than a written interpretation by the
General Counsel will be recognized as
binding upon the Commission.

§73.5

§73.4 Communications.

Except where otherwise specified, all
communications and reports con-
cerning the regulations in this part and
applications filed under them should be
sent as follows:

(a) By mail addressed to: ATTN: Doc-
ument Control Desk, Director, Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation, Director,
Office of New Reactors, Director, Office
of Nuclear Material Safety and Safe-
guards, or Director, Division of Secu-
rity Policy, Office of Nuclear Security
and Incident Response, as appropriate,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001;

(b) By hand delivery to the NRC’s of-
fices at 11555 Rockville Pike, Rock-
ville, Maryland;

(c) Where practicable, by electronic
submission, for example, Electronic In-
formation Exchange, or CD-ROM. Elec-
tronic submissions must be made in a
manner that enables the NRC to re-
ceive, read, authenticate, distribute,
and archive the submission, and proc-
ess and retrieve it a single page at a
time. Detailed guidance on making
electronic submissions can be obtained
by visiting the NRC’s Web site at http:/
www.nrc.gov/site-help/e-submittals.html;
by e-mail to MSHD.Resource@nrc.gov;
or by writing the Office of Information
Services, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555—
0001. The guidance discusses, among
other topics, the formats the NRC can
accept, the use of electronic signa-
tures, and the treatment of nonpublic
information.

(d) Classified communications shall
be transmitted to the NRC Head-
quarters’ classified mailing address as
specified in appendix A to part 73 of
this chapter or delivered by hand in ac-
cordance with this paragraph.

[68 FR 58819, Oct. 10, 2003, as amended at 73
FR 5725, Jan. 31, 2008; 74 FR 62684, Dec. 1,
2009]

§73.5 Specific exemptions.

The Commission may, upon applica-
tion of any interested person or upon
its own initiative, grant such exemp-
tions from the requirements of the reg-
ulations in this part as it determines
are authorized by law and will not en-
danger life or property or the common
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