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1 Under section 2 of the Federal Reserve 
Act, every national bank in any state shall, 
upon commencing business, or within 90 days 
after admission into the Union of the State 
in which it is located, become a member of 
the System. Under section 19 of the Federal 
Reserve Act, national banks and banks orga-
nized under local laws, located in a depend-
ency or insular possession or any part of the 
United States outside of the States of the 
United States and the District of Columbia, 
are not required to become members of the 
System but may, with the consent of the 
board, become members of the System. 

Subpart H—Consumer Protection in Sales 
of Insurance 

208.81 Purpose and scope. 
208.82 Definitions for purposes of this sub-

part. 
208.83 Prohibited practices. 
208.84 What you must disclose. 
208.85 Where insurance activities may take 

place. 
208.86 Qualification and licensing require-

ments for insurance sales personnel. 
APPENDIX A TO SUBPART H—CONSUMER 

GRIEVANCE PROCESS 

Subpart I—Registration of Residential 
Mortgage Loan Originators 

208.101 Authority, purpose, and scope. 
208.102 Definitions. 
208.103 Registration of mortgage loan origi-

nators. 
208.104 Policies and procedures. 
208.105 Use of unique identifier. 
APPENDIX A TO SUBPART I OF PART 208—EX-

AMPLES OF MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR 
ACTIVITIES 

Subpart J—Interpretations 

208.110 Sale of bank’s money orders off 
premises as establishment of branch of-
fice. 

208.111 Obligations concerning institutional 
customers. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 208—CAPITAL ADEQUACY 
GUIDELINES FOR STATE MEMBER BANKS: 
RISK-BASED MEASURE 

APPENDIX B TO PART 208—CAPITAL ADEQUACY 
GUIDELINES FOR STATE MEMBER BANKS: 
TIER 1 LEVERAGE MEASURE 

APPENDIX C TO PART 208—INTERAGENCY 
GUIDELINES FOR REAL ESTATE LENDING 
POLICIES 

APPENDIX D-1 TO PART 208—INTERAGENCY 
GUIDELINES ESTABLISHING STANDARDS 
FOR SAFETY AND SOUNDNESS 

APPENDIX D–2 TO PART 208—INTERAGENCY 
GUIDELINES ESTABLISHING INFORMATION 
SECURITY STANDARDS 

APPENDIX E TO PART 208—CAPITAL ADEQUACY 
GUIDELINES FOR STATE MEMBER BANKS; 
MARKET RISK MEASURE 

APPENDIX F TO PART 208—CAPITAL ADEQUACY 
GUIDELINES FOR BANKS: INTERNAL-RAT-
INGS-BASED AND ADVANCED MEASUREMENT 
APPROACHES 

AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 24, 36, 92a, 93a, 248(a), 
248(c), 321–338a, 371d, 461, 481–486, 601, 611, 
1814, 1816, 1820(d)(9), 1823(j), 1828(o), 1831, 
1831o, 1831p–1, 1831r–1, 1831w, 1831x, 1835a, 
1882, 2901–2907, 3105, 3106a(1), 3108(a), 3310, 
3331–3351, and 3906–3909, 5101 et seq., 15 U.S.C. 
78b, 78l(b), 78l(g), 78l(i), 78o–4(c)(5), 78q, 78q–1, 
78w, 1681s, 1681w, 6801 and 6805; 31 U.S.C. 5318, 
42 U.S.C. 4012a, 4104a, 4104b, 4106, and 4128. 

SOURCE: Reg. H, 17 FR 8006, Sept. 4, 1952, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Membership 
and Branching Requirements 

SOURCE: 63 FR 37637, July 13, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 208.1 Authority, purpose, and scope. 
(a) Authority. Subpart A of Regula-

tion H (12 CFR part 208, Subpart A) is 
issued by the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System (Board) under 
12 U.S.C. 24, 36; sections 9, 11, 21, 25 and 
25A of the Federal Reserve Act (12 
U.S.C. 321–338a, 248(a), 248(c), 481–486, 
601 and 611); sections 1814, 1816, 1818, 
1831o, 1831p–1, 1831r–1 and 1835a of the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Act (FDI 
Act) (12 U.S.C. 1814, 1816, 1818, 1831o, 
1831p–1, 1831r–1, and 1835); and 12 U.S.C. 
3906–3909. 

(b) Purpose and scope of Part 208. The 
requirements of this part 208 govern 
State member banks and state banks 
applying for admission to membership 
in the Federal Reserve System (Sys-
tem) under section 9 of the Federal Re-
serve Act (Act), except for § 208.7, which 
also applies to certain foreign banks li-
censed by a State. This part 208 does 
not govern banks eligible for member-
ship under section 2 or 19 of the Act. 1 
Any bank desiring to be admitted to 
the System under the provisions of sec-
tion 2 or 19 should communicate with 
the Federal Reserve Bank with which 
it would like to become a member. 

(c) Purpose and scope of Subpart A. 
This Subpart A describes the eligibility 
requirements for membership of state- 
chartered banking institutions in the 
System, the general conditions im-
posed upon members, including capital 
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2 A mutual savings bank not authorized to 
purchase Federal Reserve Bank stock may 
apply for membership evidenced initially by 
a deposit, but if the laws under which the 
bank is organized are not amended at the 
first session of the legislature after its ad-
mission to authorize the purchase, or if the 
bank fails to purchase the stock within six 
months of the amendment, its membership 
shall be terminated. 

and dividend requirements, as well as 
the requirements for establishing and 
maintaining branches. 

§ 208.2 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this part: 
(a) Board of Directors means the gov-

erning board of any institution per-
forming the usual functions of a board 
of directors. 

(b) Board means the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System. 

(c) Branch. (1) Branch means any 
branch bank, branch office, branch 
agency, additional office, or any 
branch place of business that receives 
deposits, pays checks, or lends money. 
A branch may include a temporary, 
seasonal, or mobile facility that meets 
these criteria. 

(2) Branch does not include: 
(i) A loan origination facility where 

the proceeds of loans are not disbursed; 
(ii) An office of an affiliated or unaf-

filiated institution that provides serv-
ices to customers of the member bank 
on behalf of the member bank so long 
as the institution is not established or 
operated by the bank; 

(iii) An automated teller machine; 
(iv) A remote service unit; 
(v) A facility to which the bank does 

not permit members of the public to 
have physical access for purposes of 
making deposits, paying checks, or 
borrowing money (such as an office es-
tablished by the bank that receives de-
posits only through the mail); or 

(vi) A facility that is located at the 
site of, or is an extension of, an ap-
proved main office or branch. The 
Board determines whether a facility is 
an extension of an existing main or 
branch office on a case-by-case basis. 

(d) Capital stock and surplus means, 
unless otherwise provided in this part, 
or by statute, Tier 1 and Tier 2 capital 
included in a member bank’s risk-based 
capital (under the guidelines in appen-
dix A of this part) and the balance of a 
member bank’s allowance for loan and 
lease losses not included in its Tier 2 
capital for calculation of risk-based 
capital, based on the bank’s most re-
cent consolidated Report of Condition 
and Income filed under 12 U.S.C. 324. 

(e) Eligible bank means a member 
bank that: 

(1) Is well capitalized as defined in 
subpart D of this part; 

(2) Has a composite Uniform Finan-
cial Institutions Rating System (CAM-
ELS) rating of 1 or 2; 

(3) Has a Community Reinvestment 
Act (CRA) (12 U.S.C. 2906) rating of 
‘‘Outstanding’’ or ‘‘Satisfactory;’’ 

(4) Has a compliance rating of 1 or 2; 
and 

(5) Has no major unresolved super-
visory issues outstanding (as deter-
mined by the Board or appropriate Fed-
eral Reserve Bank in its discretion). 

(f) State bank means any bank incor-
porated by special law of any State, or 
organized under the general laws of 
any State, or of the United States, in-
cluding a Morris Plan bank, or other 
incorporated banking institution en-
gaged in a similar business. 

(g) State member bank or member bank 
means a state bank that is a member of 
the Federal Reserve System. 

§ 208.3 Application and conditions for 
membership in the Federal Reserve 
System. 

(a) Applications for membership and 
stock. (1) State banks applying for 
membership in the Federal Reserve 
System shall file with the appropriate 
Federal Reserve Bank an application 
for membership in the Federal Reserve 
System and for stock in the Reserve 
Bank, 2 in accordance with this part 
and § 262.3 of the Rules of Procedure, lo-
cated at 12 CFR 262.3. 

(2) Board approval. If an applying 
bank conforms to all the requirements 
of the Federal Reserve Act and this 
section, and is otherwise qualified for 
membership, the Board may approve 
its application subject to such condi-
tions as the Board may prescribe. 

(3) Effective date of membership. A 
State bank becomes a member of the 
Federal Reserve System on the date its 
Federal Reserve Bank stock is credited 
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to its account (or its deposit is accept-
ed, if it is a mutual savings bank not 
authorized to purchase Reserve Bank 
stock) in accordance with the Board’s 
Regulation I (12 CFR part 209). 

(b) Factors considered in approving ap-
plications for membership. Factors given 
special consideration by the Board in 
passing upon an application are: 

(1) Financial condition and manage-
ment. The financial history and condi-
tion of the applying bank and the gen-
eral character of its management. 

(2) Capital. The adequacy of the 
bank’s capital in accordance with 
§ 208.4, and its future earnings pros-
pects. 

(3) Convenience and needs. The con-
venience and needs of the community. 

(4) Corporate powers. Whether the 
bank’s corporate powers are consistent 
with the purposes of the Federal Re-
serve Act. 

(c) Expedited approval for eligible 
banks and bank holding companies—(1) 
Availability of expedited treatment. The 
expedited membership procedures de-
scribed in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion are available to: 

(i) An eligible bank; and 
(ii) A bank that cannot be deter-

mined to be an eligible bank because it 
has not received CAMELS compliance 
or CRA ratings from a bank regulatory 
authority, if it is controlled by a bank 
holding company that meets the cri-
teria for expedited processing under 
§ 225.14(c) of Regulation Y (12 CFR 
225.14(c)). 

(2) Expedited procedures. A completed 
membership application filed with the 
appropriate Reserve Bank will be 
deemed approved on the fifteenth day 
after receipt of the complete applica-
tion by the Board or appropriate Re-
serve Bank, unless the Board or the ap-
propriate Reserve Bank notifies the 
bank that the application is approved 
prior to that date or the Board or the 
appropriate Federal Reserve Bank noti-
fies the bank that the application is 
not eligible for expedited review for 
any reason, including, without limita-
tion, that: 

(i) The bank will offer banking serv-
ices that are materially different from 
those currently offered by the bank, or 
by the affiliates of the proposed bank; 

(ii) The bank or bank holding com-
pany does not meet the criteria under 
§ 208.3(c)(1); 

(iii) The application contains a mate-
rial error or is otherwise deficient; or 

(iv) The application raises significant 
supervisory, compliance, policy or 
legal issues that have not been re-
solved, or a timely substantive adverse 
comment is submitted. A comment will 
be considered substantive unless it in-
volves individual complaints, or raises 
frivolous, previously considered, or 
wholly unsubstantiated claims or irrel-
evant issues. 

(d) Conditions of membership—(1) Safe-
ty and soundness. Each member bank 
shall at all times conduct its business 
and exercise its powers with due regard 
to safety and soundness. Each member 
bank shall comply with the Inter-
agency Guidelines Establishing Stand-
ards for Safety and Soundness pre-
scribed pursuant to section 39 of the 
FDI Act (12 U.S.C. 1831p–1), set forth in 
appendix D–1 to this part, and the 
Interagency Guidelines Establishing 
Information Security Standards pre-
scribed pursuant to sections 501 and 505 
of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act (15 
U.S.C. 6801 and 6805) and section 216 of 
the Fair and Accurate Credit Trans-
actions Act of 2003 (15 U.S.C. 1681w), set 
forth in appendix D–2 to this part. 

(2) General character of bank’s busi-
ness. A member bank may not, without 
the permission of the Board, cause or 
permit any change in the general char-
acter of its business or in the scope of 
the corporate powers it exercises at the 
time of admission to membership. 

(3) Compliance with conditions of mem-
bership. Each member bank shall com-
ply at all times with this Regulation H 
(12 CFR part 208) and any other condi-
tions of membership prescribed by the 
Board. 

(e) Waivers—(1) Conditions of member-
ship. A member bank may petition the 
Board to waive a condition of member-
ship. The Board may grant a waiver of 
a condition of membership upon a 
showing of good cause and, in its dis-
cretion, may limit, among other items, 
the scope, duration, and timing of the 
waiver. 

(2) Reports of affiliates. Pursuant to 
section 21 of the Federal Reserve Act 
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3 In the case of dividends in excess of net 
income for the year, a bank generally is not 
required to carry forward negative amounts 
resulting from such excess. Instead, the bank 
may attribute the excess to the prior two 
years, attributing the excess first to the ear-
lier year and then to the immediately pre-
ceding year. If the excess is greater than the 
bank’s previously undistributed net income 
for the preceding two years, prior Board ap-
proval of the dividend is required and a nega-
tive amount would be carried forward in fu-
ture dividend calculations. However, in de-
termining any such request for approval, the 
Board could consider any request for dif-
ferent treatment of such negative amount, 
including advance waivers for future periods. 
This applies only to earnings deficits that re-
sult from dividends declared in excess of net 
income for the year and does not apply to 
other types of current earnings deficits. 

4 State member banks are required to com-
ply with state law provisions concerning the 
maintenance of surplus funds in addition to 
common capital. Where the surplus of a 

Continued 

(12 U.S.C. 486), the Board waives the re-
quirement for the submission of re-
ports of affiliates of member banks, un-
less such reports are specifically re-
quested by the Board. 

(f) Voluntary withdrawal from member-
ship. Voluntary withdrawal from mem-
bership becomes effective upon can-
cellation of the Federal Reserve Bank 
stock held by the member bank, and 
after the bank has made due provision 
to pay any indebtedness due or to be-
come due to the Federal Reserve Bank 
in accordance with the Board’s Regula-
tion I (12 CFR part 209). 

[Reg. H, 63 FR 37637, July 13, 1998, as amend-
ed at 63 FR 58620, Nov. 2, 1998; 66 FR 8634, 
Feb. 1, 2001; 69 FR 77617, Dec. 28, 2004] 

§ 208.4 Capital adequacy. 

(a) Adequacy. A member bank’s cap-
ital, as defined in appendix A to this 
part, shall be at all times adequate in 
relation to the character and condition 
of its assets and to its existing and pro-
spective liabilities and other corporate 
responsibilities. If at any time, in light 
of all the circumstances, the bank’s 
capital appears inadequate in relation 
to its assets, liabilities, and respon-
sibilities, the bank shall increase the 
amount of its capital, within such pe-
riod as the Board deems reasonable, to 
an amount which, in the judgment of 
the Board, shall be adequate. 

(b) Standards for evaluating capital 
adequacy. Standards and guidelines by 
which the Board evaluates the capital 
adequacy of member banks include 
those in appendices A and E to this 
part for risk-based capital purposes and 
appendix B to this part for leverage 
measurement purposes. 

§ 208.5 Dividends and other distribu-
tions. 

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of 
this section: 

(1) Capital surplus means the total of 
surplus as reportable in the bank’s Re-
ports of Condition and Income and sur-
plus on perpetual preferred stock. 

(2) Permanent capital means the total 
of the bank’s perpetual preferred stock 
and related surplus, common stock and 
surplus, and minority interest in con-
solidated subsidiaries, as reportable in 
the Reports of Condition and Income. 

(b) Limitations. The limitations in 
this section on the payment of divi-
dends and withdrawal of capital apply 
to all cash and property dividends or 
distributions on common or preferred 
stock. The limitations do not apply to 
dividends paid in the form of common 
stock. 

(c) Earnings limitations on payment of 
dividends. (1) A member bank may not 
declare or pay a dividend if the total of 
all dividends declared during the cal-
endar year, including the proposed div-
idend, exceeds the sum of the bank’s 
net income (as reportable in its Re-
ports of Condition and Income) during 
the current calendar year and the re-
tained net income of the prior two cal-
endar years, unless the dividend has 
been approved by the Board. 

(2) ‘‘Retained net income’’ in a cal-
endar year is equal to the bank’s net 
income (as reported in its Report of 
Condition and Income for such year), 
less any dividends declared during such 
year. 3 The bank’s net income during 
the current year and its retained net 
income from the prior two calendar 
years is reduced by any net losses in-
curred in the current or prior two 
years and any required transfers to 
surplus or to a fund for the retirement 
of preferred stock. 4 
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State member bank is less than what appli-
cable state law requires the bank to main-
tain relative to its capital stock account, the 
bank may be required to transfer amounts 
from its undivided profits account to sur-
plus. 

(d) Limitation on withdrawal of capital 
by dividend or otherwise. (1) A member 
bank may not declare or pay a dividend 
if the dividend would exceed the bank’s 
undivided profits as reportable on its 
Reports of Condition and Income, un-
less the bank has received the prior ap-
proval of the Board and of at least two- 
thirds of the shareholders of each class 
of stock outstanding. 

(2) A member bank may not permit 
any portion of its permanent capital to 
be withdrawn unless the withdrawal 
has been approved by the Board and by 
at least two-thirds of the shareholders 
of each class of stock outstanding. 

(3) If a member bank has capital sur-
plus in excess of that required by law, 
the excess amount may be transferred 
to the bank’s undivided profits account 
and be available for the payment of 
dividends if: 

(i) The amount transferred came 
from the earnings of prior periods, ex-
cluding earnings transferred as a result 
of stock dividends; 

(ii) The bank’s board of directors ap-
proves the transfer of funds; and 

(iii) The transfer has been approved 
by the Board. 

(e) Payment of capital distributions. All 
member banks also are subject to the 
restrictions on payment of capital dis-
tributions contained in § 208.45 of sub-
part D of this part implementing sec-
tion 38 of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C. 1831o). 

(f) Compliance. A member bank shall 
use the date a dividend is declared to 
determine compliance with this sec-
tion. 

§ 208.6 Establishment and mainte-
nance of branches. 

(a) Branching. (1) To the extent au-
thorized by state law, a member bank 
may establish and maintain branches 
(including interstate branches) subject 
to the same limitations and restric-
tions that apply to the establishment 
and maintenance of national bank 
branches (12 U.S.C. 36 and 1831u), ex-
cept that approval of such branches 
shall be obtained from the Board rath-

er than from the Comptroller of the 
Currency. 

(2) Branch applications. A State mem-
ber bank wishing to establish a branch 
in the United States or its territories 
must file an application in accordance 
with the Board’s Rules of Procedure, 
located at 12 CFR 262.3, and must com-
ply with the public notice and com-
ment rules contained in paragraphs 
(a)(3) and (a)(4) of this section. 
Branches of member banks located in 
foreign nations, in the overseas terri-
tories, dependencies, and insular pos-
sessions of those nations and of the 
United States, and in the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, are subject to 
the Board’s Regulation K (12 CFR part 
211). 

(3) Public notice of branch applications. 
(i) Location of publication. A State 
member bank wishing to establish a 
branch in the United States or its ter-
ritories must publish notice in a news-
paper of general circulation in the 
form and at the locations specified in 
§ 262.3 of the Rules of Procedure (12 
CFR 262.3). 

(ii) Contents of notice. The newspaper 
notice referred to in paragraph (a)(3) of 
this section shall provide an oppor-
tunity for interested persons to com-
ment on the application for a period of 
at least 15 days. 

(iii) Timing of publication. Each news-
paper notice shall be published no more 
than 7 calendar days before and no 
later than the calendar day on which 
an application is filed with the appro-
priate Reserve Bank. 

(4) Public comment. (i) Timely com-
ments. Interested persons may submit 
information and comments regarding a 
branch application under § 208.6. A com-
ment shall be considered timely for 
purposes of this subpart if the com-
ment, together with all supplemental 
information, is submitted in writing in 
accordance with the Board’s Rules of 
Procedure (12 CFR 262.3) and received 
by the Board or the appropriate Re-
serve Bank prior to the expiration of 
the public comment period provided in 
paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) Extension of comment period. The 
Board may, in its discretion, extend 
the public comment period regarding 
any application under § 208.6. In the 
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event that an interested person re-
quests a copy of an application sub-
mitted under § 208.6, the Board may, in 
its discretion and based on the facts 
and circumstances, grant such person 
an extension of the comment period for 
up to 15 calendar days. 

(b) Factors considered in approving do-
mestic branch applications. Factors 
given special consideration by the 
Board in passing upon a branch appli-
cation are: 

(1) Financial condition and manage-
ment. The financial history and condi-
tion of the applying bank and the gen-
eral character of its management; 

(2) Capital. The adequacy of the 
bank’s capital in accordance with 
§ 208.4, and its future earnings pros-
pects; 

(3) Convenience and needs. The con-
venience and needs of the community 
to be served by the branch; 

(4) CRA performance. In the case of 
branches with deposit-taking capa-
bility, the bank’s performance under 
the Community Reinvestment Act (12 
U.S.C. 2901 et seq.) and Regulation BB 
(12 CFR part 228); and 

(5) Investment in bank premises. 
Whether the bank’s investment in bank 
premises in establishing the branch is 
consistent with § 208.21. 

(c) Expedited approval for eligible 
banks and bank holding companies—(1) 
Availability of expedited treatment. The 
expedited branch application proce-
dures described in paragraph (c)(2) of 
this section are available to: 

(i) An eligible bank; and 
(ii) A bank that cannot be deter-

mined to be an eligible bank because it 
has not received CAMELS compliance 
or CRA ratings from a bank regulatory 
authority, if it is controlled by a bank 
holding company that meets the cri-
teria for expedited processing under 
§ 225.14(c) of Regulation Y (12 CFR 
225.14(c)). 

(2) Expedited procedures. A completed 
domestic branch application filed with 
the appropriate Reserve Bank will be 
deemed approved on the fifth day after 
the close of the comment period, unless 
the Board or the appropriate Reserve 
Bank notifies the bank that the appli-
cation is approved prior to that date 
(but in no case will an application be 
approved before the third day after the 

close of the public comment period) or 
the Board or the appropriate Federal 
Reserve Bank notifies the bank that 
the application is not eligible for expe-
dited review for any reason, including, 
without limitation, that: 

(i) The bank or bank holding com-
pany does not meet the criteria under 
§ 208.6(c)(1); 

(ii) The application contains a mate-
rial error or is otherwise deficient; or 

(iii) The application or the notice re-
quired under paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section, raises significant supervisory, 
Community Reinvestment Act, compli-
ance, policy or legal issues that have 
not been resolved, or a timely sub-
stantive adverse comment is sub-
mitted. A comment will be considered 
substantive unless it involves indi-
vidual complaints, or raises frivolous, 
previously considered, or wholly unsub-
stantiated claims or irrelevant issues. 

(d) Consolidated Applications—(1) Pro-
posed branches; notice of branch opening. 
A member bank may seek approval in a 
single application or notice for any 
branches that it proposes to establish 
within one year after the approval 
date. The bank shall, unless notifica-
tion is waived, notify the appropriate 
Reserve Bank not later than 30 days 
after opening any branch approved 
under a consolidated application. A 
bank is not required to open a branch 
approved under either a consolidated or 
single branch application. 

(2) Duration of branch approval. 
Branch approvals remain valid for one 
year unless the Board or the appro-
priate Reserve Bank notifies the bank 
that in its judgment, based on reports 
of condition, examinations, or other in-
formation, there has been a change in 
the bank’s condition, financial or oth-
erwise, that warrants reconsideration 
of the approval. 

(e) Branch closings. A member bank 
shall comply with section 42 of the FDI 
Act (FDI Act), 12 U.S.C. 1831r–1, with 
regard to branch closings. 

(f) Branch relocations. A relocation of 
an existing branch does not require fil-
ing a branch application. A relocation 
of an existing branch, for purposes of 
determining whether to file a branch 
application, is a movement that does 
not substantially affect the nature of 
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the branch’s business or customers 
served. 

[63 FR 37639, July 13, 1998, as amended at 63 
FR 58621, Nov. 2, 1998] 

§ 208.7 Prohibition against use of 
interstate branches primarily for 
deposit production. 

(a) Purpose and scope—(1) Purpose. 
The purpose of this section is to imple-
ment section 109 (12 U.S.C. 1835a) of the 
Riegle-Neal Interstate Banking and 
Branching Efficiency Act of 1994 (Inter-
state Act). 

(2) Scope. (i) This section applies to 
any State member bank that has oper-
ated a covered interstate branch for a 
period of at least one year, and any for-
eign bank that has operated a covered 
interstate branch licensed by a State 
for a period of at least one year. 

(ii) This section describes the re-
quirements imposed under 12 U.S.C. 
1835a, which requires the appropriate 
Federal banking agencies (the Board, 
the Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, and the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation) to prescribe uni-
form rules that prohibit a bank from 
using any authority to engage in inter-
state branching pursuant to the Inter-
state Act, or any amendment made by 
the Interstate Act to any other provi-
sion of law, primarily for the purpose 
of deposit production. 

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) Bank means, unless the context 
indicates otherwise: 

(i) A State member bank as that 
term is defined in 12 U.S.C. 1813(d)(2); 
and 

(ii) A foreign bank as that term is de-
fined in 12 U.S.C. 3101(7) and 12 CFR 
211.21. 

(2) Covered interstate branch means: 
(i) Any branch of a State member 

bank, and any uninsured branch of a 
foreign bank licensed by a State, that: 

(A) Is established or acquired outside 
the bank’s home State pursuant to the 
interstate branching authority granted 
by the Interstate Act or by any amend-
ment made by the Interstate Act to 
any other provision of law; or 

(B) Could not have been established 
or acquired outside of the bank’s home 
State but for the establishment or ac-

quisition of a branch described in para-
graph (b)(2)(i) of this section; and 

(ii) Any bank or branch of a bank 
controlled by an out-of-State bank 
holding company. 

(3) Home State means: 
(i) With respect to a State bank, the 

State that chartered the bank; 
(ii) With respect to a national bank, 

the State in which the main office of 
the bank is located; 

(iii) With respect to a bank holding 
company, the State in which the total 
deposits of all banking subsidiaries of 
such company are the largest on the 
later of: 

(A) July 1, 1966; or 
(B) The date on which the company 

becomes a bank holding company 
under the Bank Holding Company Act. 

(iv) With respect to a foreign bank: 
(A) For purposes of determining 

whether a U.S. branch of a foreign 
bank is a covered interstate branch, 
the home State of the foreign bank as 
determined in accordance with 12 
U.S.C. 3103(c) and 12 CFR 211.22; and 

(B) For purposes of determining 
whether a branch of a U.S. bank con-
trolled by a foreign bank is a covered 
interstate branch, the State in which 
the total deposits of all banking sub-
sidiaries of such foreign bank are the 
largest on the later of: 

(1) July 1, 1966; or 
(2) The date on which the foreign 

bank becomes a bank holding company 
under the Bank Holding Company Act. 

(4) Host State means a State in which 
a covered interstate branch is estab-
lished or acquired. 

(5) Host state loan-to-deposit ratio gen-
erally means, with respect to a par-
ticular host state, the ratio of total 
loans in the host state relative to total 
deposits from the host state for all 
banks (including institutions covered 
under the definition of ‘‘bank’’ in 12 
U.S.C. 1813(a)(1)) that have that state 
as their home state, as determined and 
updated periodically by the appro-
priate Federal banking agencies and 
made available to the public. 

(6) Out-of-State bank holding company 
means, with respect to any State, a 
bank holding company whose home 
State is another State. 

(7) State means state as that term is 
defined in 12 U.S.C. 1813(a)(3). 
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(8) Statewide loan-to-deposit ratio 
means, with respect to a bank, the 
ratio of the bank’s loans to its deposits 
in a state in which the bank has one or 
more covered interstate branches, as 
determined by the Board. 

(c)(1) Application of screen. Beginning 
no earlier than one year after a covered 
interstate branch is acquired or estab-
lished, the Board will consider whether 
the bank’s statewide loan-to-deposit 
ratio is less than 50 percent of the rel-
evant host State loan-to-deposit ratio. 

(2) Results of screen. (i) If the Board 
determines that the bank’s statewide 
loan-to-deposit ratio is 50 percent or 
more of the host state loan-to-deposit 
ratio, no further consideration under 
this section is required. 

(ii) If the Board determines that the 
bank’s statewide loan-to-deposit ratio 
is less than 50 percent of the host state 
loan-to-deposit ratio, or if reasonably 
available data are insufficient to cal-
culate the bank’s statewide loan-to-de-
posit ratio, the Board will make a cred-
it needs determination for the bank as 
provided in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion. 

(d) Credit needs determination—(1) In 
general. The Board will review the loan 
portfolio of the bank and determine 
whether the bank is reasonably helping 
to meet the credit needs of the commu-
nities in the host state that are served 
by the bank. 

(2) Guidelines. The Board will use the 
following considerations as guidelines 
when making the determination pursu-
ant to paragraph (d)(1) of this section: 

(i) Whether covered interstate 
branches were formerly part of a failed 
or failing depository institution; 

(ii) Whether covered interstate 
branches were acquired under cir-
cumstances where there was a low 
loan-to-deposit ratio because of the na-
ture of the acquired institution’s busi-
ness or loan portfolio; 

(iii) Whether covered interstate 
branches have a high concentration of 
commercial or credit card lending, 
trust services, or other specialized ac-
tivities, including the extent to which 
the covered interstate branches accept 
deposits in the host state; 

(iv) The Community Reinvestment 
Act ratings received by the bank, if 
any, under 12 U.S.C. 2901 et seq.; 

(v) Economic conditions, including 
the level of loan demand, within the 
communities served by the covered 
interstate branches; 

(vi) The safe and sound operation and 
condition of the bank; and 

(vii) The Board’s Regulation BB— 
Community Reinvestment (12 CFR part 
228) and interpretations of that regula-
tion. 

(e) Sanctions—(1) In general. If the 
Board determines that a bank is not 
reasonably helping to meet the credit 
needs of the communities served by the 
bank in the host state, and that the 
bank’s statewide loan-to-deposit ratio 
is less than 50 percent of the host state 
loan-to-deposit ratio, the Board: 

(i) May order that a bank’s covered 
interstate branch or branches be closed 
unless the bank provides reasonable as-
surances to the satisfaction of the 
Board, after an opportunity for public 
comment, that the bank has an accept-
able plan under which the bank will 
reasonably help to meet the credit 
needs of the communities served by the 
bank in the host state; and 

(ii) Will not permit the bank to open 
a new branch in the host state that 
would be considered to be a covered 
interstate branch unless the bank pro-
vides reasonable assurances to the sat-
isfaction of the Board, after an oppor-
tunity for public comment, that the 
bank will reasonably help to meet the 
credit needs of the community that the 
new branch will serve. 

(2) Notice prior to closure of a covered 
interstate branch. Before exercising the 
Board’s authority to order the bank to 
close a covered interstate branch, the 
Board will issue to the bank a notice of 
the Board’s intent to order the closure 
and will schedule a hearing within 60 
days of issuing the notice. 

(3) Hearing. The Board will conduct a 
hearing scheduled under paragraph 
(e)(2) of this section in accordance with 
the provisions of 12 U.S.C. 1818(h) and 
12 CFR part 263. 

[63 FR 37637, July 13, 1998, as amended at 67 
FR 38848, June 6, 2002] 

Subpart B—Investments and Loans 

SOURCE: 63 FR 37641, July 13, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted. 
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