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judicial district in which a person re-
sides, is found, or transacts business, in 
connection with the failure or refusal 
of such person to comply with, or to 
obey, a civil investigative demand in 
whole or in part if the return date or 
any extension thereof has passed; and 

(2) Seek civil contempt or other ap-
propriate relief in cases where a court 
order enforcing a civil investigative de-
mand has been violated. 

§ 1080.11 Disposition. 
(a) When the facts disclosed by an in-

vestigation indicate that an enforce-
ment action is warranted, further pro-
ceedings may be instituted in federal 
or state court or pursuant to the Bu-
reau’s administrative adjudicatory 
process. Where appropriate, the Bureau 
also may refer investigations to appro-
priate federal, state, or foreign govern-
mental agencies. 

(b) When the facts disclosed by an in-
vestigation indicate that an enforce-
ment action is not necessary or would 
not be in the public interest, the inves-
tigational file will be closed. The mat-
ter may be further investigated, at any 
time, if circumstances so warrant. 

(c) The Assistant Director of the Di-
vision of Enforcement is authorized to 
close Bureau investigations. 

§ 1080.12 Orders requiring witnesses 
to testify or provide other informa-
tion and granting immunity. 

(a) The Assistant Director of the Di-
vision of Enforcement is hereby au-
thorized to request approval from the 
Attorney General of the United States 
for the issuance of an order requiring a 
witness to testify or provide other in-
formation granting immunity under 18 
U.S.C. 6004. 

(b) The Bureau retains the right to 
review the exercise of any of the func-
tions delegated under paragraph (a) of 
this section. Appeals to the Bureau 
from an order requiring a witness to 
testify or provide other information 
will be entertained by the Bureau only 
upon a showing that a substantial 
question is involved, the determination 
of which is essential to serve the inter-
ests of justice. Such appeals shall be 
made on the record and shall be in the 
form of a brief not to exceed fifteen (15) 
pages in length and shall be filed with-

in five (5) days after notice of the com-
plained of action. The appeal shall not 
operate to suspend the hearing unless 
otherwise determined by the Bureau 
investigator conducting the hearing or 
ordered by the Bureau. 

§ 1080.13 Custodians. 

(a) The Bureau shall designate a cus-
todian and one or more deputy 
custodians for material to be delivered 
pursuant to a civil investigative de-
mand in an investigation. The custo-
dian shall have the powers and duties 
prescribed by section 1052 of the Act, 12 
U.S.C. 5562. Deputy custodians may 
perform all of the duties assigned to 
custodians. 

(b) Material produced pursuant to a 
civil investigative demand, while in 
the custody of the custodian, shall be 
for the official use of the Bureau in ac-
cordance with the Act; but such mate-
rial shall upon reasonable notice to the 
custodian be made available for exam-
ination by the person who produced 
such material, or his or her duly au-
thorized representative, during regular 
office hours established for the Bureau. 

§ 1080.14 Confidential treatment of de-
mand material and non-public na-
ture of investigations. 

(a) Documentary materials and tan-
gible things the Bureau receives pursu-
ant to a civil investigative demand are 
subject to the requirements and proce-
dures relating to the disclosure of 
records and information set forth in 
part 1070 of this chapter. 

(b) Bureau investigations generally 
are non-public. Bureau investigators 
may disclose the existence of an inves-
tigation to potential witnesses or third 
parties to the extent necessary to ad-
vance the investigation. 
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Subpart D—Decision and Appeals 

1081.400 Recommended decision of the hear-
ing officer. 

1081.401 Transmission of documents to Di-
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Subpart A—General Rules 

§ 1081.100 Scope of the rules of prac-
tice. 

This part prescribes rules of practice 
and procedure applicable to adjudica-
tion proceedings authorized by section 
1053 of the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Act of 2010 (‘‘Act’’) to ensure or 
enforce compliance with the provisions 
of the Act, rules prescribed by the Bu-
reau under the Act, and any other Fed-
eral law or regulation that the Bureau 
is authorized to enforce. These rules of 
practice do not govern the conduct of 
Bureau investigations, investigational 
hearings or other proceedings that do 
not arise from proceedings after a no-
tice of charges. 

§ 1081.101 Expedition and fairness of 
proceedings. 

To the extent practicable, consistent 
with requirements of law, the Bureau’s 
policy is to conduct such adjudication 
proceedings fairly and expeditiously. In 
the conduct of such proceedings, the 
hearing officer and counsel for all par-
ties shall make every effort at each 
stage of a proceeding to avoid delay. 
With the consent of the parties, the Di-
rector, at any time, or the hearing offi-
cer at any time prior to the filing of 
his or her recommended decision, may 
shorten any time limit prescribed by 
this part. 

§ 1081.102 Rules of construction. 

For the purposes of this part: 
(a) Any term in the singular includes 

the plural, and the plural includes the 
singular, if such use would be appro-
priate; 

(b) Any use of a masculine, feminine, 
or neutral gender encompasses all 
three, if such use would be appropriate; 
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