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(ii) Fails to identify documents with 
sufficient specificity; 

(iii) Seeks material that is duplica-
tive, cumulative, or obtainable from 
another source that is more accessible, 
cost-effective, or less burdensome; 

(iv) Calls for the production of docu-
ments to be delivered to the requesting 
party or his or her designee and fails to 
provide a written agreement by the re-
questor to pay in advance for the costs 
of production in accordance with 
§ 1209.30, or otherwise fails to take into 
account costs associated with proc-
essing electronically stored informa-
tion or any cost-sharing agreements 
between the parties; 

(v) Fails to afford the responding 
party adequate time to respond; or 

(vi) Fails to take into account reten-
tion policies or security protocols with 
respect to Federal information sys-
tems. 

(c) Forms of discovery. Discovery shall 
be limited to requests for production of 
documents for inspection and copying. 
No other form of discovery shall be al-
lowed. Discovery by use of interrog-
atories is not permitted. This para-
graph shall not be interpreted to re-
quire the creation of a document. 

(d) Privileged matter—(1) Privileged 
documents are not discoverable. (i) Privi-
leges include the attorney-client privi-
lege, work-product privilege, any gov-
ernment’s or government agency’s de-
liberative process privilege, and any 
other privileges provided by the Con-
stitution, any applicable act of Con-
gress, or the principles of common law. 

(ii) The parties may enter into a 
written agreement to permit a pro-
ducing party to assert applicable privi-
leges of a document even after its pro-
duction and to request the return or 
destruction of privileged matter (claw 
back agreement). The parties shall file 
the claw back agreement with the pre-
siding officer. To ensure the enforce-
ability of the terms of any such claw 
back agreement, the presiding officer 
shall enter an order. Any party may 
petition the presiding officer for an 
order specifying claw back procedures 
for good cause shown. 

(2) No effect on examination authority. 
The limitations on discoverable matter 
provided for in this part are not in-
tended and shall not be construed to 

limit or otherwise affect the examina-
tion, regulatory or supervisory author-
ity of FHFA. 

(e) Time limits. All discovery matters, 
including all responses to discovery re-
quests, shall be completed at least 20 
days prior to the date scheduled for the 
commencement of the testimonial 
phase of the hearing. No exception to 
this discovery time limit shall be per-
mitted, unless the presiding officer 
finds on the record that good cause ex-
ists for waiving the 20-day requirement 
of this paragraph. 

(f) Production. Documents must be 
produced as they are kept in the usual 
course of business, or labeled and orga-
nized to correspond with the categories 
in the request, or otherwise produced 
in a manner determined by mutual 
agreement between the requesting 
party and the party or non-party to 
whom the request is directed in accord-
ance with this part. 

§ 1209.30 Request for document dis-
covery from parties. 

(a) General rule. Each request for the 
production of documents must conform 
to the requirements of this part. 

(1) Limitations. Subject to applicable 
limitations on discovery in this part, a 
party may serve (requesting party) a 
request on another party (responding 
party) for the production of any non- 
privileged, discoverable documents in 
the possession, custody, or control of 
the responding party. A requesting 
party shall serve a copy of any such 
document request on all other parties. 
Each request for the production of doc-
uments must, with reasonable particu-
larity, identify or describe the docu-
ments to be produced, either by indi-
vidual item or by category, with suffi-
cient specificity to enable the respond-
ing party to respond consistent with 
the requirements of this part. 

(2) Discovery plan. Document dis-
covery under subpart C of this part 
shall be consistent with any discovery 
plan approved by the presiding officer 
under § 1209.29. 

(b) Production and costs—(1) General 
rule. Subject to the applicable limita-
tions on discovery in this part and the 
discovery plan, the requesting party 
shall specify a reasonable time, place, 
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and manner for the production of docu-
ments and the performance of any re-
lated acts. The responding party shall 
produce documents to the requesting 
party in a manner consistent with the 
discovery plan. 

(2) Costs. All costs associated with 
document productions—including, 
without limitation, photocopying (as 
specified in paragraph (b)(4) of this sec-
tion) or electronic processing (as speci-
fied in paragraph (b)(5) of this sec-
tion)—shall be born by the requesting 
party, or otherwise in accordance with 
any discovery plan approved by the 
presiding officer that may require such 
costs be apportioned between parties, 
or as otherwise ordered by the pre-
siding officer. If consistent with the 
discovery plan approved by the pre-
siding officer, the responding party 
may require receipt of payment of any 
such document production costs in ad-
vance before any such production of re-
sponsive documents. 

(3) Organization. Unless otherwise 
provided for in any discovery plan ap-
proved by the presiding officer under 
§ 1209.29 of this part, or by order of the 
presiding officer, documents must be 
produced as they are kept in the usual 
course of business or they shall be la-
beled and organized to correspond with 
the categories in the document re-
quest. 

(4) Photocopying charges. 
Photocopying charges are to be set at 
the current rate per page imposed by 
FHFA under the fee schedule pursuant 
to § 1202.11(c) of this part for requests 
for documents filed under the Freedom 
of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. 

(5) Electronic processing. In the event 
that any party seeks the production of 
electronically stored information (i.e., 
information created, stored, commu-
nicated, or used in digital format re-
quiring the use of computer hardware 
and software), the parties shall confer 
in good faith to resolve common dis-
covery issues related to electronically 
stored information, such as preserva-
tion, search methodology, collection, 
and need for such information; the 
suitability of alternative means to ob-
tain it; and the format of production. 
Consistent with the discovery plan ap-
proved by the presiding officer under 
§ 1209.29, costs associated with the proc-

essing of such electronic information 
(i.e., imaging; scanning; conversion of 
‘‘native’’ files to images that are 
viewable and searchable; indexing; cod-
ing; database or Web-based hosting; 
searches; branding of endorsements, 
such as ‘‘confidential’’ or document 
control numbering; privilege reviews; 
and copies of production discs) and de-
livery of any such document produc-
tion, shall be born by the requesting 
party, apportioned among the parties, 
or as otherwise ordered by the pre-
siding officer. Nothing in this part 
shall be deemed to require FHFA to 
produce privileged documents or any 
electronic records in violation of appli-
cable Federal law or security protocols. 

(c) Obligation to update responses. A 
party who has responded to a discovery 
request is not required to supplement 
the response, unless: 

(1) The responding party learns that 
in some material respect the informa-
tion disclosed is incomplete or incor-
rect, and 

(2) The additional or corrective infor-
mation has not otherwise been made 
known to the other parties during the 
discovery process or in writing. 

(d) Motions to strike or limit discovery 
requests. (1) Any party served with a 
document discovery request may object 
within 30 days of service of the request 
by filing a motion to strike or limit 
the request in accordance with the pro-
visions of § 1209.28 of this part. No other 
party may file an objection. If an ob-
jection is made only to a portion of an 
item or category in a request, the ob-
jection shall specify that portion. Any 
objections not made in accordance with 
this paragraph and § 1209.28 are waived. 

(2) The party who served the request 
that is the subject of a motion to 
strike or limit may file a written re-
sponse in accordance with the provi-
sions of § 1209.28. A reply by the moving 
party, if any, shall be governed by 
§ 1209.28. No other party may file a re-
sponse. 

(e) Privilege. At the time other docu-
ments are produced, all documents 
withheld on a claim of privilege must 
be reasonably identified, together with 
a statement of the basis for the asser-
tion of privilege on a privilege log. 
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When similar documents that are pro-
tected by the government’s delibera-
tive process, investigative or examina-
tion privilege, the attorney work-prod-
uct doctrine, or the attorney-client 
privilege are voluminous, such docu-
ments may be identified on the log by 
category instead of by individual docu-
ment. The presiding officer has discre-
tion to permit submission of a privi-
lege log subsequent to the document 
production(s), which may occur on a 
rolling basis if agreed to by the parties 
in the discovery plan, and to determine 
whether an identification by category 
is sufficient to provide notice of with-
held documents. 

(f) Motions to compel production. (1) If 
a party withholds any document as 
privileged or fails to comply fully with 
a document discovery request, the re-
questing party may, within 10 days of 
the assertion of privilege or of the time 
the failure to comply becomes known 
to the requesting party, file a motion 
in accordance with the provisions of 
§ 1209.28 for the issuance of a subpoena 
compelling the production of any such 
document. 

(2) The party who asserted the privi-
lege or failed to comply with the re-
quest may, within five days of service 
of a motion for the issuance of a sub-
poena compelling production, file a 
written response to the motion. No 
other party may file a response. 

(g) Ruling on motions—(1) Appropriate 
protective orders. After the time for fil-
ing a response to a motion to compel 
pursuant to this section has expired, 
the presiding officer shall rule prompt-
ly on any such motion. The presiding 
officer may deny, grant in part, or oth-
erwise modify any request for the pro-
duction of documents, if he determines 
that a discovery request, or any one or 
more of its terms, seeks to obtain the 
production of documents that are privi-
leged or otherwise not within the scope 
of permissible discovery under 
§ 1209.29(b), and may issue appropriate 
protective orders, upon such conditions 
as justice may require. 

(2) No stay. The pendency of a motion 
to strike or limit discovery, or to com-
pel the production of any document, 
shall not stay or continue the pro-
ceeding, unless otherwise ordered by 
the presiding officer. Notwithstanding 

any other provision in this part, the 
presiding officer may not release, or 
order any party to produce, any docu-
ment withheld on the basis of privilege, 
if the withholding party has stated to 
the presiding officer its intention to 
file with the Director a timely motion 
for interlocutory review of the pre-
siding officer’s privilege determination 
or order to produce the documents, 
until the Director has rendered a deci-
sion on the motion for interlocutory 
review. 

(3) Interlocutory review by the Director. 
Interlocutory review of a privilege de-
termination or document discovery 
subpoena of the presiding officer shall 
be in accordance with § 1209.33. To the 
extent necessary to rule promptly on 
such matters, the Director may request 
that the presiding officer provide addi-
tional information from the record. As 
provided by § 1209.33 of this part, a 
pending interlocutory review of a privi-
lege determination or document dis-
covery subpoena shall not stay the pro-
ceedings, unless otherwise ordered by 
the presiding officer or the Director. 

(h) Enforcement of document discovery 
subpoenas—(1) Authority. If the pre-
siding officer or Director issues a sub-
poena compelling production of docu-
ments by a party in a proceeding under 
this part, in the event of noncompli-
ance with the subpoena and to the ex-
tent authorized by section 1379D(c)(1) 
of the Safety and Soundness Act (12 
U.S.C. 4641(c)(1)), the Director or the 
subpoenaing party may apply to the 
appropriate United States district 
court for an order requiring compliance 
with the subpoena. 

(2) United States district court jurisdic-
tion. As provided by section 1379D(c)(2) 
of the Safety and Soundness Act (12 
U.S.C. 4641(c)(2)), the appropriate 
United States district court has the ju-
risdiction and power to order and to re-
quire compliance with any discovery 
subpoena issued under this part. 

(3) No stay; sanctions. The judicial en-
forcement of a discovery subpoena 
shall not operate as a stay of the pro-
ceedings, unless the presiding officer or 
the Director orders a stay of such dura-
tion as the presiding officer or Director 
may find reasonable and in the best in-
terest of the parties or as justice may 
require. A party’s right to seek judicial 
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enforcement of a subpoena shall not in 
any manner limit the sanctions that 
may be imposed by the presiding offi-
cer or Director against a party who 
fails to produce or induces another to 
fail to produce subpoenaed documents. 

§ 1209.31 Document discovery sub-
poenas to non-parties. 

(a) General rules—(1) Application for 
subpoena. As provided under this part, 
any party may apply to the presiding 
officer for the issuance of a document 
discovery subpoena addressed to any 
person who is not a party to the pro-
ceeding. The application must contain 
the proposed document subpoena, and a 
brief statement of facts demonstrating 
that the documents are materially rel-
evant to the charges and issues pre-
sented in the proceeding and the rea-
sonableness of the scope of the docu-
ment request. The subpoenaing party 
shall specify a reasonable time, place, 
and manner for production in response 
to the subpoena, and state its un-
equivocal intention to pay for the pro-
duction of the documents as provided 
in this part. 

(2) Service of subpoena. A party shall 
apply for a document subpoena under 
this section only within the time pe-
riod during which such party could 
serve a discovery request under § 1209.30 
of this part. The party obtaining the 
document subpoena is responsible for 
serving it on the subpoenaed person 
and for serving copies on all other par-
ties. Document subpoenas may be 
served in the District of Columbia, or 
any State, Territory, possession, or 
other place subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States, or as otherwise 
provided by law. 

(3) Presiding officer’s discretion. The 
presiding officer shall issue promptly 
any document subpoena applied for 
under this section subject to the appli-
cation conditions set forth in this sec-
tion and his or her discretion. If the 
presiding officer determines that the 
application does not set forth a valid 
basis for the issuance of the requested 
document subpoena, or that any of its 
terms are unreasonable, oppressive, ex-
cessive in scope, unduly burdensome, 
or otherwise objectionable under 
§ 1209.29(b), he may refuse to issue the 
requested document subpoena or may 

issue it in a modified form upon such 
additional conditions as may be deter-
mined by the presiding officer. 

(b) Motion to quash or modify—(1) Lim-
ited appearance. Any non-party to a 
pending proceeding to whom a docu-
ment subpoena is directed may enter a 
limited appearance, through a rep-
resentative or on his or her own behalf, 
before the presiding officer to file with 
the presiding officer a motion to quash 
or modify such subpoena, accompanied 
by a statement of the basis for quash-
ing or modifying the subpoena. 

(2) Objections. Any motion to quash or 
modify a document subpoena must be 
filed on the same basis, including the 
assertion of any privileges, upon which 
a party could object to a discovery doc-
ument request under § 1209.30 and dur-
ing the same time limits during which 
such an objection could be filed. 

(3) Responses and replies. The party 
who obtained the subpoena may re-
spond to such motion within 10 days of 
service of the motion; the response 
shall be served on the non-party in ac-
cordance with this part. Absent express 
leave of the presiding officer, no other 
party may respond to the non-party’s 
motion. The non-party may file a reply 
within five days of service of a re-
sponse. 

(4) No stay. A non-party’s right to 
seek to quash or modify a document 
subpoena shall not stay the proceeding, 
or limit in any manner the sanctions 
that may be imposed by the presiding 
officer against a party who induces an-
other to fail to produce any such sub-
poenaed documents. No party may rely 
upon the pendency of a non-party’s mo-
tion to quash or modify a document 
subpoena to excuse performance of any 
action required of that party under 
this part. 

(c) Enforcing document subpoenas to 
non-parties—(1) Application for enforce-
ment of subpoena. If a non-party fails to 
comply with any subpoena issued pur-
suant to this section or with any order 
of the presiding officer that directs 
compliance with all or any portion of a 
document subpoena issued pursuant to 
this section, the subpoenaing party or 
any other aggrieved party to the pro-
ceeding may, to the extent authorized 
by section 1379D(c) of the Safety and 
Soundness Act (12 U.S.C. 4641(c)), apply 
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