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103.4 What is ‘‘good cause’’ for suspension or 
revocation? 

103.5 How does SBA regulate an Agent’s fees 
and provision of service? 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 5, 13, 72 Stat. 385, 394 (15 
U.S.C. 634, 642). 

SOURCE: 61 FR 2681, Jan. 29, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 103.1 Key definitions. 
(a) Agent means an authorized rep-

resentative, including an attorney, ac-
countant, consultant, packager, lender 
service provider, or any other person 
representing an applicant or partici-
pant by conducting business with SBA. 

(b) The term conduct business with 
SBA means: 

(1) Preparing or submitting on behalf 
of an applicant an application for fi-
nancial assistance of any kind, assist-
ance from the Investment Division of 
SBA, or assistance in procurement and 
technical matters; 

(2) Preparing or processing on behalf 
of a lender or a participant in any of 
SBA’s programs an application for fed-
eral financial assistance; 

(3) Participating with or commu-
nicating in any way with officers or 
employees of SBA on an applicant’s, 
participant’s, or lender’s behalf; 

(4) Acting as a lender service pro-
vider; and 

(5) Such other activity as SBA rea-
sonably shall determine. 

(c) Applicant means any person, firm, 
concern, corporation, partnership, co-
operative or other business enterprise 
applying for any type of assistance 
from SBA. 

(d) Lender Service Provider means an 
Agent who carries out lender functions 
in originating, disbursing, servicing, or 
liquidating a specific SBA business 
loan or loan portfolio for compensation 
from the lender. SBA determines 
whether or not one is a ‘‘Lender Serv-
ice Provider’’ on a loan-by-loan basis. 

(e) Packager means an Agent who is 
employed and compensated by an Ap-
plicant or lender to prepare the Appli-
cant’s application for financial assist-
ance from SBA. SBA determines 
whether or not one is a ‘‘Packager’’ on 
a loan-by-loan basis. 

(f) Referral Agent means a person or 
entity who identifies and refers an Ap-
plicant to a lender or a lender to an 

Applicant. The Referral Agent may be 
employed and compensated by either 
an Applicant or a lender. 

(g) Participant means a person or en-
tity that is participating in any of the 
financial, investment, or business de-
velopment programs authorized by the 
Small Business Act or Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958. 

§ 103.2 Who may conduct business 
with SBA? 

(a) If you are an Applicant, a Partici-
pant, a partner of an Applicant or Par-
ticipant partnership, or serve as an of-
ficer of an Applicant, Participant cor-
poration, or limited liability company, 
you may conduct business with SBA 
without a representative. 

(b) If you are an Agent, you may con-
duct business with SBA on behalf of an 
Applicant, Participant or lender, un-
less representation is otherwise prohib-
ited by law or the regulations in this 
part or any other part in this chapter. 
For example, persons debarred under 
the SBA or Government-wide debar-
ment regulations may not conduct 
business with SBA. SBA may request 
that any Agent supply written evi-
dence of his or her authority to act on 
behalf of an Applicant, Participant, or 
lender as a condition of revealing any 
information about the Applicant’s, 
Participant’s, or lender’s current or 
prior dealings with SBA. 

§ 103.3 May SBA suspend or revoke an 
Agent’s privilege? 

The Administrator of SBA or des-
ignee may, for good cause, suspend or 
revoke the privilege of any Agent to 
conduct business with SBA. Part 134 of 
this chapter states the procedures for 
appealing the decision to suspend or re-
voke the privilege. The suspension or 
revocation remains in effect during the 
pendency of any administrative pro-
ceedings under part 134 of this chapter. 

§ 103.4 What is ‘‘good cause’’ for sus-
pension or revocation? 

Any unlawful or unethical activity is 
good cause for suspension or revocation 
of the privilege to conduct business. 
This includes: 

(a) Attempting to influence any em-
ployee of SBA or a lender, by gifts, 
bribes or other unlawful or unethical 
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