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(c) The requirements of this section 
do not apply to— 

(1) New aircraft imported under the 
provisions of §§ 21.183(c), 21.184(b), or 
21.185(c); and 

(2) New aircraft engines or propellers 
imported under the provisions of 
§ 21.500. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2003–14825, 71 FR 52258, Sept. 
1, 2006] 

§ 21.7 Continued airworthiness and 
safety improvements for transport 
category airplanes. 

(a) On or after December 10, 2007, the 
holder of a design approval and an ap-
plicant for a design approval must 
comply with the applicable continued 
airworthiness and safety improvement 
requirements of part 26 of this sub-
chapter. 

(b) For new transport category air-
planes manufactured under the author-
ity of the FAA, the holder or licensee 
of a type certificate must meet the ap-
plicable continued airworthiness and 
safety improvement requirements spec-
ified in part 26 of this subchapter for 
new production airplanes. Those re-
quirements only apply if the FAA has 
jurisdiction over the organization re-
sponsible for final assembly of the air-
plane. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2004–18379, Amdt. 21–90, 72 FR 
63404, Nov. 8, 2007] 

§ 21.8 Approval of articles. 
If an article is required to be ap-

proved under this chapter, it may be 
approved— 

(a) Under a PMA; 
(b) Under a TSO; 
(c) In conjunction with type certifi-

cation procedures for a product; or 
(d) In any other manner approved by 

the FAA. 

[Doc. No. FAA-2006-25877, Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 
53385, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.9 Replacement and modification 
articles. 

(a) If a person knows, or should 
know, that a replacement or modifica-
tion article is reasonably likely to be 
installed on a type-certificated prod-
uct, the person may not produce that 
article unless it is— 

(1) Produced under a type certificate; 

(2) Produced under an FAA produc-
tion approval; 

(3) A standard part (such as a nut or 
bolt) manufactured in compliance with 
a government or established industry 
specification; 

(4) A commercial part as defined in 
§ 21.1 of this part; 

(5) Produced by an owner or operator 
for maintaining or altering that owner 
or operator’s product; or 

(6) Fabricated by an appropriately 
rated certificate holder with a quality 
system, and consumed in the repair or 
alteration of a product or article in ac-
cordance with part 43 of this chapter. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(a)(1) through (a)(2) of this section, a 
person who produces a replacement or 
modification article for sale may not 
represent that part as suitable for in-
stallation on a type-certificated prod-
uct. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(a)(1) through (a)(2) of this section, a 
person may not sell or represent an ar-
ticle as suitable for installation on an 
aircraft type-certificated under 
§§ 21.25(a)(2) or 21.27 unless that arti-
cle— 

(1) Was declared surplus by the U.S. 
Armed Forces, and 

(2) Was intended for use on that air-
craft model by the U.S. Armed Forces. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2006–25877, Amdt, 21–92, 74 FR 
53385, Oct. 16, 2009; Amdt. 21–92A, 75 FR 9095, 
Mar. 1, 2010] 

Subpart B—Type Certificates 

SOURCE: Docket No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 
24, 1964, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 21.11 Applicability. 

This subpart prescribes— 
(a) Procedural requirements for the 

issue of type certificates for aircraft, 
aircraft engines, and propellers; and 

(b) Rules governing the holders of 
those certificates. 

§ 21.13 Eligibility. 

Any interested person may apply for 
a type certificate. 

[Amdt. 21–25, 34 FR 14068, Sept. 5, 1969] 
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§ 21.15 Application for type certificate. 

(a) An application for a type certifi-
cate is made on a form and in a manner 
prescribed by the FAA and is sub-
mitted to the appropriate aircraft cer-
tification office. 

(b) An application for an aircraft 
type certificate must be accompanied 
by a three-view drawing of that air-
craft and available preliminary basic 
data. 

(c) An application for an aircraft en-
gine type certificate must be accom-
panied by a description of the engine 
design features, the engine operating 
characteristics, and the proposed en-
gine operating limitations. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–40, 39 FR 35459, Oct. 1, 
1974; Amdt. 21–67, 54 FR 39291, Sept. 25, 1989; 
Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 53385, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.16 Special conditions. 

If the FAA finds that the airworthi-
ness regulations of this subchapter do 
not contain adequate or appropriate 
safety standards for an aircraft, air-
craft engine, or propeller because of a 
novel or unusual design feature of the 
aircraft, aircraft engine or propeller, 
he prescribes special conditions and 
amendments thereto for the product. 
The special conditions are issued in ac-
cordance with part 11 of this chapter 
and contain such safety standards for 
the aircraft, aircraft engine or pro-
peller as the FAA finds necessary to es-
tablish a level of safety equivalent to 
that established in the regulations. 

[Amdt. 21–19, 32 FR 17851, Dec. 13, 1967; as 
amended by Amdt. 21–51, 45 FR 60170, Sept. 
11, 1980] 

§ 21.17 Designation of applicable regu-
lations. 

(a) Except as provided in §§ 23.2, 25.2, 
27.2, 29.2, and in parts 26, 34 and 36 of 
this subchapter, an applicant for a type 
certificate must show that the aircraft, 
aircraft engine, or propeller concerned 
meets— 

(1) The applicable requirements of 
this subchapter that are effective on 
the date of application for that certifi-
cate unless— 

(i) Otherwise specified by the FAA; or 

(ii) Compliance with later effective 
amendments is elected or required 
under this section; and 

(2) Any special conditions prescribed 
by the FAA. 

(b) For special classes of aircraft, in-
cluding the engines and propellers in-
stalled thereon (e.g., gliders, airships, 
and other nonconventional aircraft), 
for which airworthiness standards have 
not been issued under this subchapter, 
the applicable requirements will be the 
portions of those other airworthiness 
requirements contained in parts 23, 25, 
27, 29, 31, 33, and 35 found by the FAA 
to be appropriate for the aircraft and 
applicable to a specific type design, or 
such airworthiness criteria as the FAA 
may find provide an equivalent level of 
safety to those parts. 

(c) An application for type certifi-
cation of a transport category aircraft 
is effective for 5 years and an applica-
tion for any other type certificate is ef-
fective for 3 years, unless an applicant 
shows at the time of application that 
his product requires a longer period of 
time for design, development, and test-
ing, and the FAA approves a longer pe-
riod. 

(d) In a case where a type certificate 
has not been issued, or it is clear that 
a type certificate will not be issued, 
within the time limit established under 
paragraph (c) of this section, the appli-
cant may— 

(1) File a new application for a type 
certificate and comply with all the pro-
visions of paragraph (a) of this section 
applicable to an original application; 
or 

(2) File for an extension of the origi-
nal application and comply with the 
applicable airworthiness requirements 
of this subchapter that were effective 
on a date, to be selected by the appli-
cant, not earlier than the date which 
precedes the date of issue of the type 
certificate by the time limit estab-
lished under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion for the original application. 

(e) If an applicant elects to comply 
with an amendment to this subchapter 
that is effective after the filing of the 
application for a type certificate, he 
must also comply with any other 
amendment that the FAA finds is di-
rectly related. 
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(f) For primary category aircraft, the 
requirements are: 

(1) The applicable airworthiness re-
quirements contained in parts 23, 27, 31, 
33, and 35 of this subchapter, or such 
other airworthiness criteria as the 
FAA may find appropriate and applica-
ble to the specific design and intended 
use and provide a level of safety ac-
ceptable to the FAA. 

(2) The noise standards of part 36 ap-
plicable to primary category aircraft. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–19, 32 FR 17851, Dec. 13, 
1967; Amdt. 21–24, 34 FR 364, Jan. 10, 1969; 
Amdt. 21–42, 40 FR 1033, Jan. 6, 1975; Amdt. 
21–58, 50 FR 46877, Nov. 13, 1985; Amdt. 21–60, 
52 FR 8042, Mar. 13, 1987; Amdt. 21–68, 55 FR 
32860, Aug. 10, 1990; Amdt. 21–69, 56 FR 41051, 
Aug. 16, 1991; Amdt. 21–70, 57 FR 41367, Sept. 
9, 1992; Amdt. 21–90, 72 FR 63404, Nov. 8, 2007] 

§ 21.19 Changes requiring a new type 
certificate. 

Each person who proposes to change 
a product must apply for a new type 
certificate if the FAA finds that the 
proposed change in design, power, 
thrust, or weight is so extensive that a 
substantially complete investigation of 
compliance with the applicable regula-
tions is required. 

[Doc. No. 28903, 65 FR 36265, June 7, 2000] 

§ 21.20 Compliance with applicable re-
quirements. 

The applicant for a type certificate, 
including an amended or supplemental 
type certificate, must— 

(a) Show compliance with all applica-
ble requirements and must provide the 
FAA the means by which such compli-
ance has been shown; and 

(b) Provide a statement certifying 
that the applicant has complied with 
the applicable requirements. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2006–25877, Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 
53385, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.21 Issue of type certificate: nor-
mal, utility, acrobatic, commuter, 
and transport category aircraft; 
manned free balloons; special class-
es of aircraft; aircraft engines; pro-
pellers. 

An applicant is entitled to a type cer-
tificate for an aircraft in the normal, 
utility, acrobatic, commuter, or trans-
port category, or for a manned free bal-

loon, special class of aircraft, or an air-
craft engine or propeller, if— 

(a) The product qualifies under § 21.27; 
or 

(b) The applicant submits the type 
design, test reports, and computations 
necessary to show that the product to 
be certificated meets the applicable 
airworthiness, aircraft noise, fuel vent-
ing, and exhaust emission require-
ments of this subchapter and any spe-
cial conditions prescribed by the FAA, 
and the FAA finds— 

(1) Upon examination of the type de-
sign, and after completing all tests and 
inspections, that the type design and 
the product meet the applicable noise, 
fuel venting, and emissions require-
ments of this subchapter, and further 
finds that they meet the applicable air-
worthiness requirements of this sub-
chapter or that any airworthiness pro-
visions not complied with are com-
pensated for by factors that provide an 
equivalent level of safety; and 

(2) For an aircraft, that no feature or 
characteristic makes it unsafe for the 
category in which certification is re-
quested. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–15, 32 FR 3735, Mar. 4, 
1967; Amdt. 21–27, 34 FR 18368, Nov. 18, 1969; 
Amdt. 21–60, 52 FR 8042, Mar. 13, 1987; Amdt. 
21–68, 55 FR 32860, Aug. 10, 1990; Amdt. 21–92, 
74 FR 53385, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.23 [Reserved] 

§ 21.24 Issuance of type certificate: pri-
mary category aircraft. 

(a) The applicant is entitled to a type 
certificate for an aircraft in the pri-
mary category if— 

(1) The aircraft— 
(i) Is unpowered; is an airplane pow-

ered by a single, naturally aspirated 
engine with a 61-knot or less Vso stall 
speed as defined in § 23.49; or is a rotor-
craft with a 6-pound per square foot 
main rotor disc loading limitation, 
under sea level standard day condi-
tions; 

(ii) Weighs not more than 2,700 
pounds; or, for seaplanes, not more 
than 3,375 pounds; 

(iii) Has a maximum seating capacity 
of not more than four persons, includ-
ing the pilot; and 

(iv) Has an unpressurized cabin. 
(2) The applicant has submitted— 
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(i) Except as provided by paragraph 
(c) of this section, a statement, in a 
form and manner acceptable to the 
FAA, certifying that: the applicant has 
completed the engineering analysis 
necessary to demonstrate compliance 
with the applicable airworthiness re-
quirements; the applicant has con-
ducted appropriate flight, structural, 
propulsion, and systems tests nec-
essary to show that the aircraft, its 
components, and its equipment are re-
liable and function properly; the type 
design complies with the airworthiness 
standards and noise requirements es-
tablished for the aircraft under 
§ 21.17(f); and no feature or char-
acteristic makes it unsafe for its in-
tended use; 

(ii) The flight manual required by 
§ 21.5(b), including any information re-
quired to be furnished by the applicable 
airworthiness standards; 

(iii) Instructions for continued air-
worthiness in accordance with 
§ 21.50(b); and 

(iv) A report that: summarizes how 
compliance with each provision of the 
type certification basis was deter-
mined; lists the specific documents in 
which the type certification data infor-
mation is provided; lists all necessary 
drawings and documents used to define 
the type design; and lists all the engi-
neering reports on tests and computa-
tions that the applicant must retain 
and make available under § 21.49 to sub-
stantiate compliance with the applica-
ble airworthiness standards. 

(3) The FAA finds that— 
(i) The aircraft complies with those 

applicable airworthiness requirements 
approved under § 21.17(f) of this part; 
and 

(ii) The aircraft has no feature or 
characteristic that makes it unsafe for 
its intended use. 

(b) An applicant may include a spe-
cial inspection and preventive mainte-
nance program as part of the aircraft’s 
type design or supplemental type de-
sign. 

(c) For aircraft manufactured outside 
of the United States in a country with 
which the United States has a bilateral 
airworthiness agreement for the ac-
ceptance of these aircraft, and from 
which the aircraft is to be imported 
into the United States— 

(1) The statement required by para-
graph (a)(2)(i) of this section must be 
made by the civil airworthiness au-
thority of the exporting country; and 

(2) The required manuals, placards, 
listings, instrument markings, and 
documents required by paragraphs (a) 
and (b) of this section must be sub-
mitted in English. 

[Doc. No. 23345, 57 FR 41367, Sept. 9, 1992; as 
amended by Amdt. 21–75, 62 FR 62808, Nov. 25, 
1997] 

§ 21.25 Issue of type certificate: Re-
stricted category aircraft. 

(a) An applicant is entitled to a type 
certificate for an aircraft in the re-
stricted category for special purpose 
operations if he shows compliance with 
the applicable noise requirements of 
Part 36 of this chapter, and if he shows 
that no feature or characteristic of the 
aircraft makes it unsafe when it is op-
erated under the limitations prescribed 
for its intended use, and that the air-
craft— 

(1) Meets the airworthiness require-
ments of an aircraft category except 
those requirements that the FAA finds 
inappropriate for the special purpose 
for which the aircraft is to be used; or 

(2) Is of a type that has been manu-
factured in accordance with the re-
quirements of and accepted for use by, 
an Armed Force of the United States 
and has been later modified for a spe-
cial purpose. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, 
‘‘special purpose operations’’ includes— 

(1) Agricultural (spraying, dusting, 
and seeding, and livestock and preda-
tory animal control); 

(2) Forest and wildlife conservation; 
(3) Aerial surveying (photography, 

mapping, and oil and mineral explo-
ration); 

(4) Patrolling (pipelines, power lines, 
and canals); 

(5) Weather control (cloud seeding); 
(6) Aerial advertising (skywriting, 

banner towing, airborne signs and pub-
lic address systems); and 

(7) Any other operation specified by 
the FAA. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–42, 40 FR 1033, Jan. 6, 
1975] 
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§ 21.27 Issue of type certificate: sur-
plus aircraft of the Armed Forces. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section an applicant is enti-
tled to a type certificate for an aircraft 
in the normal, utility, acrobatic, com-
muter, or transport category that was 
designed and constructed in the United 
States, accepted for operational use, 
and declared surplus by, an Armed 
Force of the United States, and that is 
shown to comply with the applicable 
certification requirements in para-
graph (f) of this section. 

(b) An applicant is entitled to a type 
certificate for a surplus aircraft of the 
Armed Forces of the United States 
that is a counterpart of a previously 
type certificated civil aircraft, if he 
shows compliance with the regulations 
governing the original civil aircraft 
type certificate. 

(c) Aircraft engines, propellers, and 
their related accessories installed in 
surplus Armed Forces aircraft, for 
which a type certificate is sought 
under this section, will be approved for 
use on those aircraft if the applicant 
shows that on the basis of the previous 
military qualifications, acceptance, 
and service record, the product pro-
vides substantially the same level of 

airworthiness as would be provided if 
the engines or propellers were type cer-
tificated under part 33 or 35 of this sub-
chapter. 

(d) The FAA may relieve an applicant 
from strict compliance with a specific 
provision of the applicable require-
ments in paragraph (f) of this section, 
if the FAA finds that the method of 
compliance proposed by the applicant 
provides substantially the same level 
of airworthiness and that strict com-
pliance with those regulations would 
impose a severe burden on the appli-
cant. The FAA may use experience 
that was satisfactory to an Armed 
Force of the United States in making 
such a determination. 

(e) The FAA may require an appli-
cant to comply with special conditions 
and later requirements than those in 
paragraphs (c) and (f) of this section, if 
the FAA finds that compliance with 
the listed regulations would not ensure 
an adequate level of airworthiness for 
the aircraft. 

(f) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) through (e) of this section, an appli-
cant for a type certificate under this 
section must comply with the appro-
priate regulations listed in the fol-
lowing table: 

Type of aircraft 
Date accepted for operational use 

by the Armed Forces 
of the United States 

Regulations that apply 1 

Small reciprocating-engine powered airplanes Before May 16, 1956 ......................
After May 15, 1956 .........................

CAR Part 3, as effective May 15, 1956. 
CAR Part 3, or 14 CFR Part 23. 

Small turbine engine-powered airplanes .......... Before Oct. 2, 1959 .........................
After Oct. 1, 1959 ............................

CAR Part 3, as effective Oct. 1, 1959. 
CAR Part 3 or 14 CFR Part 23. 

Commuter category airplanes .......................... After (Feb. 17, 1987) .......................
FAR Part 23 as of (Feb. 17, 1987)..

Large reciprocating-engine powered airplanes Before Aug. 26, 1955 ......................
After Aug. 25, 1955 .........................

CAR Part 4b, as effective Aug. 25, 1955. 
CAR Part 4b or 14 CFR Part 25. 

Large turbine engine-powered airplanes ......... Before Oct. 2, 1959 .........................
After Oct. 1, 1959 ............................

CAR Part 4b, as effective Oct. 1, 1959. 
CAR Part 4b or 14 CFR Part 25. 

Rotorcraft with maximum certificated takeoff 
weight of: 

6,000 pounds or less ................................ Before Oct. 2, 1959 .........................
After Oct. 1, 1959 ............................

CAR Part 6, as effective Oct. 1, 1959. 
CAR Part 6, or 14 CFR Part 27. 

Over 6,000 pounds ................................... Before Oct. 2, 1959 .........................
After Oct. 1, 1959 ............................

CAR Part 7, as effective Oct. 1, 1959. 
CAR Part 7, or 14 CFR Part 29. 

1 Where no specific date is listed, the applicable regulations are those in effect on the date that the first aircraft of the particular 
model was accepted for operational use by the Armed Forces. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as amended by Amdt. 21–59, 52 FR 1835, Jan. 15, 1987; 
52 FR 7262, Mar. 9, 1987; 70 FR 2325, Jan. 13, 2005; Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 53386, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.29 Issue of type certificate: import 
products. 

(a) The FAA may issue a type certifi-
cate for a product that is manufactured 

in a foreign country or jurisdiction 
with which the United States has an 
agreement for the acceptance of these 
products for export and import and 
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that is to be imported into the United 
States if— 

(1) The applicable State of Design 
certifies that the product has been ex-
amined, tested, and found to meet— 

(i) The applicable aircraft noise, fuel 
venting, and exhaust emissions re-
quirements of this subchapter as des-
ignated in § 21.17, or the applicable air-
craft noise, fuel venting, and exhaust 
emissions requirements of the State of 
Design, and any other requirements 
the FAA may prescribe to provide 
noise, fuel venting, and exhaust emis-
sion levels no greater than those pro-
vided by the applicable aircraft noise, 
fuel venting, and exhaust emission re-
quirements of this subchapter as des-
ignated in § 21.17; and 

(ii) The applicable airworthiness re-
quirements of this subchapter as des-
ignated in § 21.17, or the applicable air-
worthiness requirements of the State 
of Design and any other requirements 
the FAA may prescribe to provide a 
level of safety equivalent to that pro-
vided by the applicable airworthiness 
requirements of this subchapter as des-
ignated in § 21.17; 

(2) The applicant has provided tech-
nical data to show the product meets 
the requirements of paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section; and 

(3) The manuals, placards, listings, 
and instrument markings required by 
the applicable airworthiness (and 
noise, where applicable) requirements 
are presented in the English language. 

(b) A product type certificated under 
this section is considered to be type 
certificated under the noise standards 
of part 36 of this subchapter and the 
fuel venting and exhaust emission 
standards of part 34 of this subchapter. 
Compliance with parts 36 and 34 of this 
subchapter is certified under paragraph 
(a)(1)(i) of this section, and the applica-
ble airworthiness standards of this sub-
chapter, or an equivalent level of safe-
ty, with which compliance is certified 
under paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this sec-
tion. 

[Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 53386, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.31 Type design. 
The type design consists of— 
(a) The drawings and specifications, 

and a listing of those drawings and 
specifications, necessary to define the 

configuration and the design features 
of the product shown to comply with 
the requirements of that part of this 
subchapter applicable to the product; 

(b) Information on dimensions, mate-
rials, and processes necessary to define 
the structural strength of the product; 

(c) The Airworthiness Limitations 
section of the Instructions for Contin-
ued Airworthiness as required by parts 
23, 25, 26, 27, 29, 31, 33 and 35 of this sub-
chapter, or as otherwise required by 
the FAA; and as specified in the appli-
cable airworthiness criteria for special 
classes of aircraft defined in § 21.17(b); 
and 

(d) For primary category aircraft, if 
desired, a special inspection and pre-
ventive maintenance program designed 
to be accomplished by an appropriately 
rated and trained pilot-owner. 

(e) Any other data necessary to 
allow, by comparison, the determina-
tion of the airworthiness, noise charac-
teristics, fuel venting, and exhaust 
emissions (where applicable) of later 
products of the same type. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–27, 34 FR 18363, Nov. 18, 
1969; Amdt. 21–51, 45 FR 60170, Sept. 11, 1980; 
Amdt. 21–60, 52 FR 8042, Mar. 13, 1987; Amdt. 
21–68, 55 FR 32860, Aug. 10, 1990; Amdt. 21–70, 
57 FR 41368, Sept. 9, 1992; Amdt. 21–90, 72 FR 
63404, Nov. 8, 2007] 

§ 21.33 Inspection and tests. 

(a) Each applicant must allow the 
FAA to make any inspection and any 
flight and ground test necessary to de-
termine compliance with the applica-
ble requirements of this subchapter. 
However, unless otherwise authorized 
by the FAA— 

(1) No aircraft, aircraft engine, pro-
peller, or part thereof may be pre-
sented to the FAA for test unless com-
pliance with paragraphs (b)(2) through 
(b)(4) of this section has been shown for 
that aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, 
or part thereof; and 

(2) No change may be made to an air-
craft, aircraft engine, propeller, or part 
thereof between the time that compli-
ance with paragraphs (b)(2) through 
(b)(4) of this section is shown for that 
aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, or 
part thereof and the time that it is pre-
sented to the FAA for test. 
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(b) Each applicant must make all in-
spections and tests necessary to deter-
mine— 

(1) Compliance with the applicable 
airworthiness, aircraft noise, fuel vent-
ing, and exhaust emission require-
ments; 

(2) That materials and products con-
form to the specifications in the type 
design; 

(3) That parts of the products con-
form to the drawings in the type de-
sign; and 

(4) That the manufacturing proc-
esses, construction and assembly con-
form to those specified in the type de-
sign. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–17, 32 FR 14926, Oct. 28, 
1967; Amdt. 21–27, 34 FR 18363, Nov. 18, 1969; 
Amdt. 21–44, 41 FR 55463, Dec. 20, 1976; Amdt. 
21–68, 55 FR 32860, Aug. 10, 1990; Amdt. 21–68, 
55 FR 32860, Aug. 10, 1990; Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 
53386, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.35 Flight tests. 
(a) Each applicant for an aircraft 

type certificate (other than under 
§§ 21.24 through 21.29) must make the 
tests listed in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. Before making the tests the appli-
cant must show— 

(1) Compliance with the applicable 
structural requirements of this sub-
chapter; 

(2) Completion of necessary ground 
inspections and tests; 

(3) That the aircraft conforms with 
the type design; and 

(4) That the FAA received a flight 
test report from the applicant (signed, 
in the case of aircraft to be certificated 
under Part 25 [New] of this chapter, by 
the applicant’s test pilot) containing 
the results of his tests. 

(b) Upon showing compliance with 
paragraph (a) of this section, the appli-
cant must make all flight tests that 
the FAA finds necessary— 

(1) To determine compliance with the 
applicable requirements of this sub-
chapter; and 

(2) For aircraft to be certificated 
under this subchapter, except gliders 
and except reciprocating engine pow-
ered airplanes of 6,000 lbs. or less max-
imum certificated weight that are to 
be certificated under part 23 of this 
chapter, to determine whether there is 

reasonable assurance that the aircraft, 
its components, and its equipment are 
reliable and function properly. 

(c) Each applicant must, if prac-
ticable, make the tests prescribed in 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section upon 
the aircraft that was used to show 
compliance with— 

(1) Paragraph (b)(1) of this section; 
and 

(2) For rotorcraft, the rotor drive en-
durance tests prescribed in § 27.923 or 
§ 29.923 of this chapter, as applicable. 

(d) Each applicant must show for 
each flight test (except in a glider or a 
manned free balloon) that adequate 
provision is made for the flight test 
crew for emergency egress and the use 
of parachutes. 

(e) Except in gliders and manned free 
balloons, an applicant must dis-
continue flight tests under this section 
until he shows that corrective action 
has been taken, whenever— 

(1) The applicant’s test pilot is un-
able or unwilling to make any of the 
required flight tests; or 

(2) Items of noncompliance with re-
quirements are found that may make 
additional test data meaningless or 
that would make further testing un-
duly hazardous. 

(f) The flight tests prescribed in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section must in-
clude— 

(1) For aircraft incorporating turbine 
engines of a type not previously used in 
a type certificated aircraft, at least 300 
hours of operation with a full com-
plement of engines that conform to a 
type certificate; and 

(2) For all other aircraft, at least 150 
hours of operation. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–40, 39 FR 35459, Oct. 1, 
1974; Amdt. 21–51, 45 FR 60170, Sept. 11, 1980; 
Amdt. 21–70, 57 FR 41368, Sept. 9, 1992; Amdt. 
21–95, 76 FR 64233, Oct. 18, 2011] 

§ 21.37 Flight test pilot. 
Each applicant for a normal, utility, 

acrobatic, commuter, or transport cat-
egory aircraft type certificate must 
provide a person holding an appro-
priate pilot certificate to make the 
flight tests required by this part. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–59, 52 FR 1835, Jan. 15, 
1987] 
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§ 21.39 Flight test instrument calibra-
tion and correction report. 

(a) Each applicant for a normal, util-
ity, acrobatic, commuter, or transport 
category aircraft type certificate must 
submit a report to the FAA showing 
the computations and tests required in 
connection with the calibration of in-
struments used for test purposes and in 
the correction of test results to stand-
ard atmospheric conditions. 

(b) Each applicant must allow the 
FAA to conduct any flight tests that 
he finds necessary to check the accu-
racy of the report submitted under 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–59, 52 FR 1835, Jan. 15, 
1987] 

§ 21.41 Type certificate. 

Each type certificate is considered to 
include the type design, the operating 
limitations, the certificate data sheet, 
the applicable regulations of this sub-
chapter with which the FAA records 
compliance, and any other conditions 
or limitations prescribed for the prod-
uct in this subchapter. 

§ 21.43 Location of manufacturing fa-
cilities. 

Except as provided in § 21.29, the FAA 
does not issue a type certificate if the 
manufacturing facilities for the prod-
uct are located outside of the United 
States, unless the FAA finds that the 
location of the manufacturer’s facili-
ties places no undue burden on the 
FAA in administering applicable air-
worthiness requirements. 

§ 21.45 Privileges. 

The holder or licensee of a type cer-
tificate for a product may— 

(a) In the case of aircraft, upon com-
pliance with §§ 21.173 through 21.189, ob-
tain airworthiness certificates; 

(b) In the case of aircraft engines or 
propellers, obtain approval for installa-
tion on certificated aircraft; 

(c) In the case of any product, upon 
compliance with subpart G of this part, 
obtain a production certificate for the 
type certificated product; 

(d) Obtain approval of replacement 
parts for that product. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 53386, Oct. 16, 
2009] 

§ 21.47 Transferability. 

(a) A holder of a type certificate may 
transfer it or make it available to 
other persons by licensing agreements. 

(b) For a type certificate transfer in 
which the State of Design will remain 
the same, each transferor must, before 
such a transfer, notify in writing the 
appropriate aircraft certification of-
fice. This notification must include the 
applicable type certificate number, the 
name and address of the transferee, and 
the anticipated date of the transfer. 

(c) For a type certificate transfer in 
which the State of Design is changing, 
a type certificate may only be trans-
ferred to or from a person subject to 
the authority of another State of De-
sign if the United States has an agree-
ment with that State of Design for the 
acceptance of the affected product for 
export and import. Each transferor 
must notify the appropriate aircraft 
certification office before such a trans-
fer in a form and manner acceptable to 
the FAA. This notification must in-
clude the applicable type certificate 
number; the name, address, and coun-
try of residence of the transferee; and 
the anticipated date of the transfer. 

(d) Before executing or terminating a 
licensing agreement that makes a type 
certificate available to another person, 
the type certificate holder must notify 
in writing the appropriate aircraft cer-
tification office. This notification must 
include the type certificate number ad-
dressed by the licensing agreement, the 
name and address of the licensee, the 
extent of authority granted the li-
censee, and the anticipated date of the 
agreement. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2006–25877, Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 
53386, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.49 Availability. 

The holder of a type certificate must 
make the certificate available for ex-
amination upon the request of the FAA 
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or the National Transportation Safety 
Board. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14564, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Doc. No. 8084, 32 FR 5769, Apr. 11, 
1967] 

§ 21.50 Instructions for continued air-
worthiness and manufacturer’s 
maintenance manuals having air-
worthiness limitations sections. 

(a) The holder of a type certificate 
for a rotorcraft for which a Rotorcraft 
Maintenance Manual containing an 
‘‘Airworthiness Limitations’’ section 
has been issued under § 27.1529 (a)(2) or 
§ 29.1529 (a)(2) of this chapter, and who 
obtains approval of changes to any re-
placement time, inspection interval, or 
related procedure in that section of the 
manual, must make those changes 
available upon request to any operator 
of the same type of rotorcraft. 

(b) The holder of a design approval, 
including either the type certificate or 
supplemental type certificate for an 
aircraft, aircraft engine, or propeller 
for which application was made after 
January 28, 1981, must furnish at least 
one set of complete Instructions for 
Continued Airworthiness to the owner 
of each type aircraft, aircraft engine, 
or propeller upon its delivery, or upon 
issuance of the first standard air-
worthiness certificate for the affected 
aircraft, whichever occurs later. The 
Instructions must be prepared in ac-
cordance with §§ 23.1529, 25.1529, 25.1729, 
27.1529, 29.1529, 31.82, 33.4, 35.4, or part 26 
of this subchapter, or as specified in 
the applicable airworthiness criteria 
for special classes of aircraft defined in 
§ 21.17(b), as applicable. If the holder of 
a design approval chooses to designate 
parts as commercial, it must include in 
the Instructions for Continued Air-
worthiness a list of commercial parts 
submitted in accordance with the pro-
visions of paragraph (c) of this section. 
Thereafter, the holder of a design ap-
proval must make those instructions 
available to any other person required 
by this chapter to comply with any of 
the terms of those instructions. In ad-
dition, changes to the Instructions for 
Continued Airworthiness shall be made 
available to any person required by 
this chapter to comply with any of 
those instructions. 

(c) To designate commercial parts, 
the holder of a design approval, in a 
manner acceptable to the FAA, must 
submit: 

(1) A Commercial Parts List; 
(2) Data for each part on the List 

showing that: 
(i) The failure of the commercial 

part, as installed in the product, would 
not degrade the level of safety of the 
product; and 

(ii) The part is produced only under 
the commercial part manufacturer’s 
specification and marked only with the 
commercial part manufacturer’s mark-
ings; and 

(3) Any other data necessary for the 
FAA to approve the List. 

[Amdt. 21–23, 33 FR 14105, Sept. 18, 1968, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–51, 45 FR 60170, Sept. 
11, 1980; Amdt. 21–60, 52 FR 8042, Mar. 13, 1987; 
Amdt. 21–90, 72 FR 63404, Nov. 8, 2007; Amdt. 
21–92, 74 FR 53386, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.51 Duration. 

A type certificate is effective until 
surrendered, suspended, revoked, or a 
termination date is otherwise estab-
lished by the FAA. 

§ 21.53 Statement of conformity. 

(a) Each applicant must provide, in a 
form and manner acceptable to the 
FAA, a statement that each aircraft 
engine or propeller presented for type 
certification conforms to its type de-
sign. 

(b) Each applicant must submit a 
statement of conformity to the FAA 
for each aircraft or part thereof pre-
sented to the FAA for tests. This state-
ment of conformity must include a 
statement that the applicant has com-
plied with § 21.33(a) (unless otherwise 
authorized under that paragraph). 

[Amdt. 21–17, 32 FR 14926, Oct. 28, 1967, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 53386, Oct. 16, 
2009] 

§ 21.55 Responsibility of type certifi-
cate holders to provide written li-
censing agreements. 

A type certificate holder who allows 
a person to use the type certificate to 
manufacture a new aircraft, aircraft 
engine, or propeller must provide that 
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person with a written licensing agree-
ment acceptable to the FAA. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2003–14825, 71 FR 52258, Sept. 
1, 2006] 

Subpart C—Provisional Type 
Certificates 

SOURCE: Docket No. 5085, 29 FR 14566, Oct. 
24, 1964, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 21.71 Applicability. 

This subpart prescribes— 
(a) Procedural requirements for the 

issue of provisional type certificates, 
amendments to provisional type cer-
tificates, and provisional amendments 
to type certificates; and 

(b) Rules governing the holders of 
those certificates. 

§ 21.73 Eligibility. 

(a) Any manufacturer of aircraft 
manufactured within the United States 
who is a United States citizen may 
apply for Class I or Class II provisional 
type certificates, for amendments to 
provisional type certificates held by 
him, and for provisional amendments 
to type certificates held by him. 

(b) Any manufacturer of aircraft in a 
State of Manufacture subject to the 
provisions of an agreement with the 
United States for the acceptance of 
those aircraft for export and import 
may apply for a Class II provisional 
type certificate, for amendments to 
provisional type certificates held by 
him, and for provisional amendments 
to type certificates held by him. 

(c) An aircraft engine manufacturer 
who is a United States citizen and who 
has altered a type certificated aircraft 
by installing different type certificated 
aircraft engines manufactured by him 
within the United States may apply for 
a Class I provisional type certificate 
for the aircraft, and for amendments to 
Class I provisional type certificates 
held by him, if the basic aircraft, be-
fore alteration, was type certificated in 
the normal, utility, acrobatic, com-
muter, or transport category. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14566, Oct. 24, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–12, 31 FR 13380, Oct. 15, 
1966; Amdt. 21–59, 52 FR 1836, Jan. 15, 1987; 
Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 53387, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.75 Application. 

Each applicant for a provisional type 
certificate, for an amendment thereto, 
or for a provisional amendment to a 
type certificate must apply to the ap-
propriate aircraft certification office 
and provide the information required 
by this subpart. 

[Doc. No. FAA-2006-25877, Amdt. 21–92, 74 FR 
53387, Oct. 16, 2009] 

§ 21.77 Duration. 

(a) Unless sooner surrendered, super-
seded, revoked, or otherwise termi-
nated, provisional type certificates and 
amendments thereto are effective for 
the periods specified in this section. 

(b) A Class I provisional type certifi-
cate is effective for 24 months after the 
date of issue. 

(c) A Class II provisional type certifi-
cate is effective for twelve months 
after the date of issue. 

(d) An amendment to a Class I or 
Class II provisional type certificate is 
effective for the duration of the amend-
ed certificate. 

(e) A provisional amendment to a 
type certificate is effective for six 
months after its approval or until the 
amendment of the type certificate is 
approved, whichever is first. 

[Doc. No. 5085, 29 FR 14566, Oct. 24, 1964 as 
amended by Amdt. 21–7, 30 FR 14311, Nov. 16, 
1965] 

§ 21.79 Transferability. 

Provisional type certificates are not 
transferable. 

§ 21.81 Requirements for issue and 
amendment of Class I provisional 
type certificates. 

(a) An applicant is entitled to the 
issue or amendment of a Class I provi-
sional type certificate if he shows com-
pliance with this section and the FAA 
finds that there is no feature, char-
acteristic, or condition that would 
make the aircraft unsafe when oper-
ated in accordance with the limitations 
established in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion and in § 91.317 of this chapter. 

(b) The applicant must apply for the 
issue of a type or supplemental type 
certificate for the aircraft. 

(c) The applicant must certify that— 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 11:30 Mar 22, 2012 Jkt 226044 PO 00000 Frm 00148 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8002 Y:\SGML\226044.XXX 226044pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R


		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-04-07T04:49:22-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




