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(4) The north section includes that 
airspace extending upward from 3,000 
feet MSL to 4,000 feet MSL, bounded by 
a line beginning at: Lat. 33°42′22″ N; 
Long. 112°19′16″ W; to Lat. 33°46′58″ N; 
Long. 112°16′41″ W; to Lat. 33°44′48″ N; 
Long. 112°10′59″ W; to Lat. 33°38′40″ N; 
Long. 112°14′03″ W; to point of begin-
ning. 

(b) West Sector: 
(1) The north section includes that 

airspace extending upward from 3,000 
feet MSL to 6,000 feet MSL, bounded by 
a line beginning at: Lat. 33°51′52″ N; 
Long. 112°37′54″ W; to Lat. 33°49′34″ N; 
Long. 112°23′34″ W; to Lat. 33°46′58″ N; 
Long. 112°16′41″ W; to Lat. 33°42′22″ N; 
Long. 112°19′16″ W; to Lat. 33°39′27″ N; 
Long. 112°22′27″ W; to point of begin-
ning. 

(2) The south section includes that 
airspace extending upward from the 
surface to 6,000 feet MSL, bounded by a 
line beginning at: Lat. 33°39′27″ N; 
Long. 112°22′27″ W; to Lat. 33°38′06″ N; 
Long. 112°23′51″ W; to Lat. 33°38′07″ N; 
Long. 112°28′50″ W; to Lat. 33°39′34″ N; 
Long. 112°31′39″ W; to Lat. 33°39′32″ N; 
Long. 112°37′36″ W; to Lat. 33°51′52″ N; 
Long. 112°37′54″ W; to point of begin-
ning. 

§ 93.177 Operations in the Special Air 
Traffic Rule Area. 

(a) Unless otherwise authorized by 
Air Traffic Control (ATC), no person 
may operate an aircraft in flight with-
in the Luke Terminal Area designated 
in § 93.176 unless— 

(1) Before operating within the Luke 
Terminal area, that person establishes 
radio contact with the Luke RAPCON; 
and 

(2) That person maintains two-way 
radio communication with the Luke 
RAPCON or an appropriate ATC facil-
ity while within the designated area. 

(b) Requests for deviation from the 
provisions of this section apply only to 
aircraft not equipped with an oper-
ational radio. The request must be sub-
mitted at least 24 hours before the pro-
posed operation to Luke RAPCON. 

Subparts P–R [Reserved] 

Subpart S—Allocation of Com-
muter and Air Carrier IFR Op-
erations at High Density Traffic 
Airports 

SOURCE: Docket No. 24105, 50 FR 52195, Dec. 
20, 1985, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 93.211 Applicability. 
(a) This subpart prescribes rules ap-

plicable to the allocation and with-
drawal of IFR operational authority 
(takeoffs and landings) to individual 
air carriers and commuter operators at 
the High Density Traffic Airports iden-
tified in subpart K of this part except 
for Newark Airport. 

(b) This subpart also prescribes rules 
concerning the transfer of allocated 
IFR operational authority and the use 
of that authority once allocated. 

§ 93.213 Definitions and general provi-
sions. 

(a) For purposes of this subpart— 
(1) New entrant carrier means a com-

muter operator or air carrier which 
does not hold a slot at a particular air-
port and has never sold or given up a 
slot at that airport after December 16, 
1985. 

(2) Slot means the operational author-
ity to conduct one IFR landing or take-
off operation each day during a specific 
hour or 30 minute period at one of the 
High Density Traffic Airports, as speci-
fied in subpart K of this part. 

(3) Summer season means the period of 
time from the first Sunday in April 
until the last Sunday in October. 

(4) Winter season means the period of 
time from the last Sunday in October 
until the first Sunday in April. 

(5) Limited incumbent carrier means an 
air carrier or commuter operator that 
holds or operates fewer than 12 air car-
rier or commuter slots, in any com-
bination, at a particular airport, not 
including international slots, Essential 
Air Service Program slots, or slots be-
tween the hours of 2200 and 0659 at 
Washington National Airport or 
LaGuardia Airport. However, for the 
purposes of this paragraph (a)(5), the 
carrier is considered to hold the num-
ber of slots at that airport that the 
carrier has, since December 16, 1985: 

(i) Returned to the FAA; 
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(ii) Had recalled by the FAA under 
§ 93.227(a); or 

(iii) Transferred to another party 
other than by trade for one or more 
slots at the same airport. 

(b) The definitions specified in sub-
part K of this part also apply to this 
subpart. 

(c) For purposes of this subpart, if an 
air carrier, commuter operator, or 
other person has more than a 50-per-
cent ownership or control of one or 
more other air carriers, commuter op-
erators, or other persons, they shall be 
considered to be a single air carrier, 
commuter operator, or person. In addi-
tion, if a single company has more 
than a 50-percent ownership or control 
of two or more air carriers and/or com-
muter operators or any combination 
thereof, those air carriers and/or com-
muter operators shall be considered to 
be a single operator. A single operator 
may be considered to be both an air 
carrier and commuter operator for pur-
poses of this subpart. 

[Doc. No. 24105, 50 FR 52195, Dec. 20, 1985, as 
amended by Amdt. 93–52, 51 FR 21717, June 
13, 1986; Amdt. 93–57, 54 FR 34906, Aug. 22, 
1989; 54 FR 37303, Sept. 8, 1989; Amdt. 93–65, 57 
FR 37314, Aug. 18, 1992] 

§ 93.215 Initial allocation of slots. 
(a) Each air carrier and commuter 

operator holding a permanent slot on 
December 16, 1985, as evidenced by the 
records of the air carrier and com-
muter operator scheduling committees, 
shall be allocated those slots subject to 
withdrawal under the provisions of this 
subpart. The Chief Counsel of the FAA 
shall be the final decisionmaker for 
initial allocation determinations. 

(b) Any permanent slot whose use on 
December 16, 1985 is divided among dif-
ferent operators, by day of the week, or 
otherwise, as evidenced by records of 
the scheduling committees, shall be al-
located in conformity with those 
records. The Chief Counsel of the FAA 
shall be the final decisionmaker for 
these determinations. 

(c) A carrier may permanently des-
ignate a slot it holds at Kennedy Inter-
national Airport as a seasonal slot, to 
be held by the carrier only during the 
corresponding season in future years, if 
it notifies the FAA (at the address 
specified in § 93.225(e)), in writing, the 

preceding winter seasons or by October 
15 of the preceding year for summer 
seasons. 

(d) Within 30 days after December 16, 
1985, each U.S. air carrier and com-
muter operator must notify the office 
specified in § 93.221(a)(1), in writing, of 
those slots used for operations de-
scribed in § 93.217(a)(1) on December 16, 
1985. 

(e) Any slot not held by an operator 
on December 16, 1985 shall be allocated 
in accordance with the provisions of 
§§ 93.217, 93.219 or 93.225 of this subpart. 

[Doc. No. 24105, 50 FR 52195, Dec. 20, 1985, as 
amended by Amdt. 93–52, 51 FR 21717, June 
13, 1986] 

§ 93.217 Allocation of slots for inter-
national operations and applicable 
limitations. 

(a) Any air carrier of commuter oper-
ator having the authority to conduct 
international operations shall be pro-
vided slots for those operations, ex-
cluding transborder service solely be-
tween HDR airports and Canada, sub-
ject to the following conditions and the 
other provisions of this section: 

(1) The slot may be used only for a 
flight segment in which either the 
takeoff or landing is at a foreign point 
or, for foreign operators, the flight seg-
ment is a continuation of a flight that 
begins or ends at a foreign point. Slots 
may be obtained and used under this 
section only for operations at Kennedy 
and O’Hare airports unless otherwise 
required by bilateral agreement and 
only for scheduled service unless the 
requesting carrier qualifies for the slot 
on the basis of historic seasonal oper-
ations, under § 93.217(a)(5). 

(2) Slots used for an operation de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion may not be bought, sold, leased, or 
otherwise transferred, except that such 
a slot may be traded to another slot- 
holder on a one-for-one basis for a slot 
at the same airport in a different hour 
or half-hour period if the trade is for 
the purpose of conducting such an op-
eration in a different hour or half-hour 
period. 

(3) Slots used for operations de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion must be returned to the FAA if 
the slot will not be used for such oper-
ations for more than a 2-week period. 
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(4) Each air carrier or commuter op-
erator having a slot that is used for op-
erations described in paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section but is not used every 
day of the week shall notify the office 
specified in § 93.221(a)(1) in writing of 
those days on which the slots will not 
be used. 

(5) Except as provided in paragraph 
(a)(10) of this section, at Kennedy and 
O’Hare Airports, a slot shall be allo-
cated, upon request, for seasonal inter-
national operations, including charter 
operations, if the Chief Counsel of the 
FAA determines that the slot had been 
permanently allocated to and used by 
the requesting carrier in the same hour 
and for the same time period during 
the corresponding season of the pre-
ceding year. Requests for such slots 
must be submitted to the office speci-
fied in § 93.221(a)(1), by the deadline 
published in a FEDERAL REGISTER no-
tice for each season. For operations 
during the 1986 summer season, re-
quests under this paragraph must have 
been submitted to the FAA on or be-
fore February 1, 1986. Each carrier re-
questing a slot under this paragraph 
must submit its entire international 
schedule at the relevant airport for the 
particular season, noting which re-
quests are in addition to or changes 
from the previous year. 

(6) Except as provided in paragraph 
(a)(10) of this section, additional slots 
shall be allocated at O’Hare Airport for 
international scheduled air carrier and 
commuter operations (beyond those 
slots allocated under §§ 93.215 and 
93.217(a)(5) if a request is submitted to 
the office specified in § 93.221(a)(1) and 
filed by the deadline published in a 
FEDERAL REGISTER notice for each sea-
son. These slots will be allocated at the 
time requested unless a slot is avail-
able within one hour of the requested 
time, in which case the unallocated 
slots will be used to satisfy the re-
quest. 

(7) If required by bilateral agree-
ment, additional slots shall be allo-
cated at LaGuardia Airport for inter-
national scheduled passenger oper-
ations within the hour requested. 

(8) To the extent vacant slots are 
available, additional slots during the 
high density hours shall be allocated at 
Kennedy Airport for new international 

scheduled air carrier and commuter op-
erations (beyond those operations for 
which slots have been allocated under 
§§ 93.215 and 93.217(a)(5)), if a request is 
submitted to the office specified in 
§ 93.221(a)(1) by the deadline published 
in a FEDERAL REGISTER notice for each 
season. In addition, slots may be with-
drawn from domestic operations for op-
erations at Kennedy Airport under this 
paragraph if required by international 
obligations. 

(9) In determining the hour in which 
a slot request under §§ 93.217(a)(6) and 
93.217(a)(8) will be granted, the fol-
lowing will be taken into consider-
ation, among other things: 

(i) The availability of vacant slot 
times; 

(ii) International obligations; 
(iii) Airport terminal capacity, in-

cluding facilities and personnel of the 
U.S. Customs Service and the U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization Service; 

(iv) The extent and regularity of in-
tended use of a slot; and 

(v) Schedule constraints of carriers 
requesting slots. 

(10) At O’Hare Airport, a slot will not 
be allocated under this section to a 
carrier holding or operating 100 or 
more permanent slots on the previous 
May 15 for a winter season or October 
15 for a summer season unless: 

(i) Allocation of the slot does not re-
sult in a total allocation to that car-
rier under this section that exceeds the 
number of slots allocated to and sched-
uled by that carrier under this section 
on February 23, 1990, and as reduced by 
the number of slots reclassified under 
§ 93.218, and does not exceed by more 
than 2 the number of slots allocated to 
and scheduled by that carrier during 
any half hour of that day, or 

(ii) Notwithstanding the number of 
slots allocated under paragraph 
(a)(10)(i) of this section, a slot is avail-
able for allocation without withdrawal 
of a permanent slot from any carrier. 

(b) If a slot allocated under § 93.215 
was scheduled for an operation de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion on December 16, 1985, its use shall 
be subject to the requirements of para-
graphs (a)(1) through (a)(4) of this sec-
tion. The requirements also apply to 
slots used for international operations 
at LaGuardia Airport. 
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(c) If a slot is offered to a carrier in 
other than the hour requested, the car-
rier shall have 14 days after the date of 
the offer to accept the newly offered 
slot. Acceptance must be in writing 
and sent to the office specified in 
§ 93.221(a)(1) and must repeat the cer-
tified statements required by para-
graph (e) of this section. 

(d) The Office of the Secretary of 
Transportation reserves the right not 
to apply the provisions of this section, 
concerning the allocation of slots, to 
any foreign air carrier or commuter op-
erator of a country that provides slots 
to U.S. air carriers and commuter oper-
ators on a basis more restrictive than 
provided by this subpart. Decisions not 
to apply the provisions of this section 
will be made by the Office of the Sec-
retary of Transportation. 

(e) Each request for slots under this 
section shall state the airport, days of 
the week and time of the day of the de-
sired slots and the period of time the 
slots are to be used. Each request shall 
identify whether the slot is requested 
under paragraph (a)(5), (6), or (8) and 
identify any changes from the previous 
year if requested under both para-
graphs. The request must be accom-
panied by a certified statement signed 
by an officer of the operator indicating 
that the operator has or has contracted 
for aircraft capable of being utilized in 
using the slots requested and that the 
operator has bona fide plans to use the 
requested slots for operations described 
in paragraph (a). 

[Doc. No. 24105, 51 FR 21717, June 13, 1986, as 
amended by Amdt. 93–61, 55 FR 53243, Dec. 27, 
1990; 56 FR 1059, Jan. 10, 1991; Amdt. 93–78, 64 
FR 53565, Oct. 1, 1999] 

§ 93.218 Slots for transborder service 
to and from Canada. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in 
this subpart, international slots identi-
fied by U.S. carriers for international 
operations in December 1985 and the 
equivalent number of international 
slots held as of February 24, 1998, will 
be domestic slots. The Chief Counsel of 
the FAA shall be the final decision-
maker for these determinations. 

(b) Canadian carriers shall have a 
guaranteed base level of slots of 42 
slots at LaGuardia, 36 slots at O’Hare 

for the Sumner season, and 32 slots at 
O’Hare in the Winter season. 

(c) Any modification to the slot base 
by the Government of Canada or the 
Canadian carriers that results in a de-
crease of the guaranteed base in para-
graph (b) of this section shall perma-
nently modify the base number of 
slots. 

[Doc. No. FAA–1999–4971, 64 FR 53565, Oct. 1, 
1999] 

§ 93.219 Allocation of slots for essential 
air service operations and applica-
ble limitations. 

Whenever the Office of the Secretary 
of Transportation determines that 
slots are needed for operations to or 
from a High Density Traffic Airport 
under the Department of Transpor-
tation’s Essential Air Service (EAS) 
Program, those slots shall be provided 
to the designated air carrier or com-
muter operator subject to the following 
limitations: 

(a) Slots obtained under this section 
may not be bought, sold, leased or oth-
erwise transferred, except that such 
slots may be traded for other slots on a 
one-for-one basis at the same airport. 

(b) Any slot obtained under this sec-
tion must be returned to the FAA if it 
will not be used for EAS purposes for 
more than a 2-week period. A slot re-
turned under this paragraph may be re-
allocated to the operator which re-
turned it upon request to the FAA of-
fice specified in § 93.221(a)(1) if that slot 
has not been reallocated to an operator 
to provide substitute essential air serv-
ice. 

(c) Slots shall be allocated for EAS 
purposes in a time period within 90 
minutes of the time period requested. 

(d) The Department will not honor 
requests for slots for EAS purposes to a 
point if the requesting carrier has pre-
viously traded away or sold slots it had 
used or obtained for use in providing 
essential air service to that point. 

(e) Slots obtained under Civil Aero-
nautics Board Order No. 84–11–40 shall 
be considered to have been obtained 
under this section. 

§ 93.221 Transfer of slots. 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in 

this subpart, effective April 1, 1986, 
slots may be bought, sold or leased for 
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any consideration and any time period 
and they may be traded in any com-
bination for slots at the same airport 
or any other high density traffic air-
port. Transfers, including leases, shall 
comply with the following conditions: 

(1) Requests for confirmation must be 
submitted in writing to Slot Adminis-
tration Office, AGC–230, Office of the 
Chief Counsel, Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, 800 Independence Ave., 
SW., Washington, DC 20591, in a format 
to be prescribed by the Administrator. 
Requests will provide the names of the 
transferor and recipient; business ad-
dress and telephone number of the per-
sons representing the transferor and 
recipient; whether the slot is to be used 
for an arrival or departure; the date 
the slot was acquired by the transferor; 
the section of this subpart under which 
the slot was allocated to the trans-
feror; whether the slot has been used 
by the transferor for international or 
essential air service operations; and 
whether the slot will be used by the re-
cipient for international or essential 
air service operations. After with-
drawal priorities have been established 
under § 93.223 of this part, the requests 
must include the slot designations of 
the transferred slots as described in 
§ 93.223(b)(5). 

(2) The slot transferred must come 
from the transferor’s then-current 
FAA-approved base. 

(3) Written evidence of each trans-
feror’s consent to the transfer must be 
provided to the FAA. 

(4) The recipient of a transferred slot 
may not use the slot until written con-
firmation has been received from the 
FAA. 

(5)(i) Until a slot obtained by a new 
entrant or limited incumbent carrier in 
a lottery held under § 93.225 after June 
1, 1991, has been used by the carrier 
that obtained it for a continuous 24- 
month period after the lottery in ac-
cordance with § 93.227(a), that slot may 
be transferred only by trade for one or 
more slots at the same airport or to 
other new entrant or limited incum-
bent carriers under § 93.221(a)(5)(iii). 
This transfer restriction shall apply to 
the same extent to any slot or slots ac-
quired by trading the slot obtained in a 
lottery. To remove the transfer restric-
tion, documentation of 24 months’ con-

tinuous use must be submitted to the 
FAA Office of the Chief Counsel. 

(ii) Failure to use a slot acquired by 
trading a slot obtained in a lottery for 
a continuous 24-month period after the 
lottery, shall void all trades involving 
the lottery slot, which shall be re-
turned to the FAA. All use of the lot-
tery slot shall be counted toward ful-
filling the minimum use requirements 
under § 93.227(a) applicable to the slot 
or slots for which the lottery slot was 
traded, including subsequent trades. 

(iii) Slots obtained by new entrant or 
limited incumbent carriers in a lottery 
may be sold, leased, or otherwise trans-
ferred to another entrant or limited in-
cumbent carrier after a minimum of 60 
days of use by the obtaining carrier. 
The transfer restrictions of 
§ 93.221(a)(5)(i) shall continue to apply 
to the slot until documentation of 24 
months’ continuous use has been sub-
mitted and the transfer restriction re-
moved. 

(6) The Office of the Secretary of 
Transportation must determine that 
the transfer will not be injurious to the 
essential air service program. 

(b) A record of each slot transfer 
shall be kept on file by the office speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
and will be made available to the pub-
lic upon request. 

(c) Any person may buy or sell slots 
and any air carrier or commuter may 
use them. Notwithstanding § 93.123, air 
carrier slots may be used with aircraft 
of the kind described in § 93.123 (c)(1) or 
(c)(2) but commuter slots may only be 
used with aircraft of the kind described 
in § 93.0123(c)(2). 

(d) Air carriers and commuter opera-
tors considered to be a single operator 
under the provisions of § 93.213(c) of 
this subpart but operating under sepa-
rate names shall report transfers of 
slots between them. 

(e) Notwithstanding § 93.123(c)(2) of 
this part, a commuter slot at O’Hare 
International Airport may be used with 
an aircraft described in § 93.123(c)(1) of 
this part on the following conditions: 

(1) Air carrier aircraft that may be 
operated under this paragraph are lim-
ited to aircraft: 

(i) Having an actual seating configu-
ration of 110 or fewer passengers; and 
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(ii) Having a maximum certificated 
takeoff weight of less than 126,000 
pounds. 

(2) No more than 50 percent of the 
total number of commuter slots held 
by a slot holder at O’Hare Inter-
national Airport may be used with air-
craft described in paragraph (e)(1) of 
this section. 

(3) An air carrier or commuter oper-
ator planning to operate an aircraft de-
scribed in paragraph (e)(1) of this sec-
tion in a commuter slot shall notify 
ATC at least 75 days in advance of the 
planned start date of such operation. 
The notice shall include the slot num-
ber, proposed time of operation, air-
craft type, aircraft series, actual air-
craft seating configuration, and 
planned start date. ATC will approve or 
disapprove the proposed operation no 
later than 45 days prior to the planned 
start date. If an operator does not ini-
tiate operation of a commuter slot 
under this section within 30 days of the 
planned start date first submitted to 
the FAA, the ATC approval for that op-
eration will expire. That operator may 
file a new or revised notice for the 
same half-hour slot time. 

(4) An operation may not be con-
ducted under paragraph (e)(1) of this 
section unless a gate is available for 
that operation without planned wait-
ing time. 

(5) For the purposes of this paragraph 
(e), notice to ATC shall be submitted in 
writing to: Director, Air Traffic Sys-
tem Management, ATM–1, Federal 
Aviation Administration, 800 Independ-
ence Avenue SW., Washington, DC 
20591. 

[Doc. No. 24105, 50 FR 52195, Dec. 20, 1985, as 
amended by Amdt. 93–52, 51 FR 21717, June 
13, 1986; Amdt. 93–58, 54 FR 39293, Sept. 25, 
1989; Amdt. 93–62, 56 FR 41208, Aug. 19, 1991; 
Amdt. 93–65, 57 FR 37314, Aug. 18, 1992; Amdt. 
93–68, 58 FR 39616, July 23, 1993] 

§ 93.223 Slot withdrawal. 
(a) Slots do not represent a property 

right but represent an operating privi-
lege subject to absolute FAA control. 
Slots may be withdrawn at any time to 
fulfill the Department’s operational 
needs, such as providing slots for inter-
national or essential air service oper-
ations or eliminating slots. Before 
withdrawing any slots under this sec-

tion to provide them for international 
operations, essential air services or 
other operational needs, those slots re-
turned under § 93.224 of this part and 
those recalled by the agency under 
§ 93.227 will be allocated. 

(b) Separate slot pools shall be estab-
lished for air carriers and commuter 
operators at each airport. The FAA 
shall assign, by random lottery, with-
drawal priority numbers for the recall 
priority of slots at each airport. Each 
additional permanent slot, if any, will 
be assigned the next higher number for 
air carrier or commuter slots, as appro-
priate, at each airport. Each slot shall 
be assigned a designation consisting of 
the applicable withdrawal priority 
number; the airport code; a code indi-
cating whether the slot is an air car-
rier or commuter operator slot; and the 
time period of the slot. The designation 
shall also indicate, as appropriate, if 
the slot is daily or for certain days of 
the week only; is limited to arrivals or 
departures; is allocated for inter-
national operations or for EAS pur-
poses; and, at Kennedy International 
Airport, is a summer or winter slot. 

(c) Whenever slots must be with-
drawn, they will be withdrawn in ac-
cordance with the priority list estab-
lished under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, except: 

(1) Slots obtained in a lottery held 
pursuant to § 93.225 of this part shall be 
subject to withdrawal pursuant to 
paragraph (i) of that section, and 

(2) Slots necessary for international 
and essential air service operations 
shall be exempt from withdrawal for 
use for other international or essential 
air service operations. 

(3) Except as provided in § 93.227(a), 
the FAA shall not withdraw slots held 
at an airport by an air carrier or com-
muter operator holding and operating 
12 or fewer slots at that airport (ex-
cluding slots used for operations de-
scribed in § 93.212(a)(1)), if withdrawal 
would reduce the number of slots held 
below the number of slots operated. 

(4) No slot comprising the guaranteed 
base of slots, as defined in section 
93.318(b), shall be withdrawn for use for 
international operations or for new en-
trants. 

(d) The following withdrawal priority 
rule shall be used to permit application 
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of the one-for-one trade provisions for 
international and essential air service 
slots and the slot withdrawal provi-
sions where the slots are needed for 
other than international or essential 
air service operations. If an operator 
has more than one slot in a specific 
time period in which it also has a slot 
being used for international or essen-
tial air service operations, the inter-
national and essential air service slots 
will be considered to be those with the 
lowest withdrawal priority. 

(e) The operator(s) using each slot to 
be withdrawn shall be notified by the 
FAA of the withdrawal and shall cease 
operations using that slot on the date 
indicated in the notice. Generally, the 
FAA will provide at least 30 days after 
notification for the operator to cease 
operations unless exigencies require a 
shorter time period. 

(f) For 24 months following a lottery 
held after June 1, 1991, a slot acquired 
in that lottery shall be withdrawn by 
the FAA upon the sale, merger, or ac-
quisition of more than 50 percent own-
ership or control of the carrier using 
that slot or one acquired by trade of 
that slot, if the resulting total of slots 
held or operated at the airport by the 
surviving entity would exceed 12 slots. 

[Doc. No. 24105, 50 FR 52195, Dec. 20, 1985, as 
amended by Amdt. 93–52, 51 FR 21718, June 
13, 1986; Amdt. 93–57, 54 FR 34906, Aug. 22, 
1989; Amdt. 93–65, 57 FR 37314, Aug. 18, 1992; 
Amdt. 93–78, 64 FR 53565, Oct. 1, 1999] 

§ 93.224 Return of slots. 

(a) Whenever a slot is required to be 
returned under this subpart, the holder 
must notify the office specified in 
§ 93.221(a)(1) in writing of the date after 
which the slot will not be used. 

(b) Slots may be voluntarily returned 
for use by other operators by notifying 
the office specified in § 93.221(a)(1) in 
writing. 

§ 93.225 Lottery of available slots. 

(a) Whenever the FAA determines 
that sufficient slots have become avail-
able for distribution for purposes other 
than international or essential air 
service operations, but generally not 
more than twice a year, they shall be 
allocated in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section. 

(b) A random lottery shall be held to 
determine the order of slot selection. 

(c) Slot allocation lotteries shall be 
held on an airport-by-airport basis 
with separate lotteries for air carrier 
and commuter operator slots. The slots 
to be allocated in each lottery will be 
each unallocated slot not necessary for 
international or Essential Air Service 
Program operations, including any slot 
created by an increase in the operating 
limits set forth in § 93.123(a). 

(d) The FAA shall publish a notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER announcing any 
lottery dates. The notice may include 
special procedures to be in effect for 
the lotteries. 

(e) Participation in a lottery is open 
to each U.S. air carrier or commuter 
operator operating at the airport and 
providing scheduled passenger service 
at the airport, as well as where pro-
vided for by bilateral agreement. Any 
U.S. carrier, or foreign air carrier 
where provided for by bilateral agree-
ment, that is not operating scheduled 
service at the airport and has not 
failed to operate slots obtained in the 
previous lottery, or slots traded for 
those obtained by lottery, but wishes 
to initiate scheduled passenger service 
at the airport, shall be included in the 
lottery if that operator notifies, in 
writing, the Slot Administration Of-
fice, AGC–230, Office of the Chief Coun-
sel, Federal Aviation Administration, 
800 Independence Avenue, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20591. The notification must 
be received 15 days prior to the lottery 
date and state whether there is any 
common ownership or control of, by, or 
with any other air carrier or commuter 
operator as defined in § 93.213(c). New 
entrant and limited incumbent carriers 
will be permitted to complete their se-
lections before participation by other 
incumbent carriers is initiated. 

(f) At the lottery, each operator must 
make its selection within 5 minutes 
after being called or it shall lose its 
turn. If capacity still remains after 
each operator has had an opportunity 
to select slots, the allocation sequence 
will be repeated in the same order. An 
operator may select any two slots 
available at the airport during each se-
quence, except that new entrant car-
riers may select four slots, if available, 
in the first sequence. 
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(g) To select slots during a slot lot-
tery session, a carrier must have ap-
propriate economic authority for 
scheduled passenger service under Title 
IV of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958, 
as amended (49 U.S.C. App. 1371 et seq.), 
and must hold FAA operating author-
ity under part 121 or part 135 of this 
chapter as appropriate for the slots the 
operator seeks to select. 

(h) During the first selection se-
quence, 25 percent of the slots available 
but no less than two slots shall be re-
served for selection by new entrant 
carriers. If new entrant carriers do not 
select all of the slots set aside for new 
entrant carriers, limited incumbent 
carriers may select the remaining 
slots. If every participating new en-
trant carrier and limited incumbent 
carrier has ceased selection of avail-
able slots or has obtained 12 slots at 
that airport, other incumbent carriers 
may participate in selecting the re-
maining slots; however, slots selected 
by non-limited incumbent carriers will 
be allocated only until the date of the 
next lottery. 

(i) Slots obtained under this section 
shall retain their withdrawal priority 
as established under § 93.223. If the slot 
is newly created, a withdrawal priority 
shall be assigned. That priority number 
shall be higher than any other slot as-
signed a withdrawal number pre-
viously. 

[Doc. No. 24105, 50 FR 52195, Dec. 20, 1985, as 
amended by Amdt. 93–52, 51 FR 21718, June 
13, 1986; Amdt. 93–58, 54 FR 39293, Sept. 25, 
1989; Amdt. 93–65, 57 FR 37314, Aug. 18, 1992; 57 
FR 47993, Oct. 21, 1992; Amdt. 93–78, 64 FR 
53565, Oct. 1, 1999] 

§ 93.226 Allocation of slots in low-de-
mand periods. 

(a) If there are available slots in the 
following time periods and there are no 
pending requests for international or 
EAS operations at these times, FAA 
will allocate slots upon request on a 
first-come, first-served basis, as set 
forth in this section: 

(1) Any period for which a slot is 
available less than 5 days per week. 

(2) Any time period for which a slot 
is available for less than a full season. 

(3) For LaGuardia and Washington 
National Airports: 

(i) 6:00 a.m.–6:59 a.m. 

(ii) 10:00 p.m.–midnight. 
(b) Slots will be allocated only to op-

erators with the economic and oper-
ating authority and aircraft required 
to use the slots. 

(c) Requests for allocations under 
this section shall be submitted in writ-
ing to the address listed in § 93.221(a)(1) 
and shall identify the request as made 
under this section. 

(d) The FAA may deny requests made 
under this section after a determina-
tion that all remaining slots in a par-
ticular category should be distributed 
by lottery. 

(e) Slots may be allocated on a sea-
sonal or temporary basis under this 
provision. 

[Doc. No. 24105, 51 FR 21718, June 13, 1986] 

§ 93.227 Slot use and loss. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b), (c), (d), (g), and (l) of this section, 
any slot not utilized 80 percent of the 
time over a 2-month period shall be re-
called by the FAA. 

(b) Paragraph (a) of this section does 
not apply to slots obtained under 
§ 93.225 of this part during: 

(1) The first 90 days after they are al-
located to a new entrant carrier; or 

(2) The first 60 days after they are al-
located to a limited incumbent or 
other incumbent carrier. 

(c) Paragraph (a) of this section does 
not apply to slots of an operator forced 
by a strike to cease operations using 
those slots. 

(d) In the case of a carrier that files 
for protection under the Federal bank-
ruptcy laws and has not received a No-
tice of Withdrawal from the FAA for 
the subject slot or slots, paragraph (a) 
of this section does not apply: 

(1) During a period after the initial 
petition in bankruptcy, to any slot 
held or operated by that carrier, for: 

(i) 60 days after the carrier files the 
initial petition in bankruptcy; and 

(ii) 30 days after the carrier, in an-
ticipation of transferring slots, sub-
mits information to a Federal govern-
ment agency in connection with a stat-
utory antitrust, economic impact, or 
similar review of the transfer, provided 
that the information is submitted more 
than 30 days after filing the initial pe-
tition in bankruptcy, and provided fur-
ther that any slot to be transferred has 
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not become subject to withdrawal 
under any other provision of this 
§ 93.227; and 

(2) During a period after a carrier 
ceases operations at an airport, to any 
slot held or operated by that carrier at 
that airport, for: 

(i) 30 days after the carrier ceases op-
erations at that airport, provided that 
the slot has not become subject to 
withdrawal under any other provision 
of this § 93.227; and 

(ii) 30 days after the parties to a pro-
posed transfer of any such slot comply 
with requests for additional informa-
tion by a Federal government agency 
in connection with an antitrust, eco-
nomic impact, or similar investigation 
of the transfer, provided that— 

(A) The original notice of the trans-
fer is filed with the Federal agency 
within 30 days after the carrier ceases 
operation at the airport; 

(B) The request for additional infor-
mation is made within 10 days of the 
filing of the notice by the carrier; 

(C) The carrier submits the addi-
tional information to the Federal agen-
cy within 15 days of the request by 
such agency; and 

(D) Any slot to be transferred has not 
become subject to withdrawal under 
any other provision of this § 93.227. 

(e) Persons having slots withdrawn 
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion must cease all use of those slots 
upon receipt of notice from the FAA. 

(f) Persons holding slots but not 
using them pursuant to the provisions 
of paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) may lease 
those slots for use by others. A slot ob-
tained in a lottery may not be leased 
after the expiration of the applicable 
time period specified in paragraph (b) 
of this section unless it has been oper-
ated for a 2-month period at least 65 
percent of the time by the operator 
which obtained it in the lottery. 

(g) This section does not apply to 
slots used for the operations described 
in § 93.217(a)(1) except that a U.S. air 
carrier or commuter operator required 
to file a report under paragraph (i) of 
this section shall include all slots oper-
ated at the airport, including slots de-
scribed in § 93.217(a)(1). 

(h) Within 30 days after an operator 
files for protection under the Federal 
bankruptcy laws, the FAA shall recall 

any slots of that operator, if—(1) the 
slots were formerly used for essential 
air service and (2) the Office of the Sec-
retary of Transportation determines 
those slots are required to provide sub-
stitute essential air service to or from 
the same points. 

(i) Every air carrier and commuter 
operator or other person holding a slot 
at a high density airport shall, within 
14 days after the last day of the 2- 
month period beginning January 1, 
1986, and every 2 months thereafter, 
forward, in writing, to the address 
identified in § 93.221(a)(1), a list of all 
slots held by the air carrier, commuter 
operator or other person along with a 
listing of which air carrier or com-
muter operator actually operated the 
slot for each day of the 2-month period. 
The report shall identify the flight 
number for which the slot was used and 
the equipment used, and shall identify 
the flight as an arrival or departure. 
The report shall identify any common 
ownership or control of, by, or with 
any other carrier as defined in 
§ 93.213(c) of this subpart. The report 
shall be signed by a senior official of 
the air carrier or commuter operator. 
If the slot is held by an ‘‘other person,’’ 
the report must be signed by an official 
representative. 

(j) The Chief Counsel of the FAA may 
waive the requirements of paragraph 
(a) of this section in the event of a 
highly unusual and unpredictable con-
dition which is beyond the control of 
the slot-holder and which exists for a 
period of 9 or more days. Examples of 
conditions which could justify waiver 
under this paragraph are weather con-
ditions which result in the restricted 
operation of an airport for an extended 
period of time or the grounding of an 
aircraft type. 

(k) The Chief Counsel of the FAA 
may, upon request, grant a waiver from 
the requirements of paragraph (a) of 
this section for a slot used for the do-
mestic segment of an intercontinental 
all-cargo flight. To qualify for a waiv-
er, a carrier must operate the slot a 
substantial percentage of the time and 
must return the slot to the FAA in ad-
vance for the time periods it will not 
be used. 

(l) The FAA will treat as used any 
slot held by a carrier at a High Density 
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Traffic Airport on Thanksgiving Day, 
the Friday following Thanksgiving 
Day, and the period from December 24 
through the first Saturday in January. 

[Doc. No. 24105, 50 FR 52195, Dec. 20, 1985, as 
amended by Amdt. 93–52, 51 FR 21718, June 
13, 1986; Amdt. 93–65, 57 FR 37315, Aug. 18, 
1992; Amdt. 93–71, 59 FR 58771, Nov. 15, 1994] 

Subpart T—Ronald Reagan Wash-
ington National Airport Traffic 
Rules 

SOURCE: Docket No. 25143, 51 FR 43587, Dec. 
3, 1986; Admt. 93–82, 68 FR 9795, Feb. 28, 2003, 
unless otherwise noted. 

§ 93.251 Applicability. 
This subpart prescribes rules applica-

ble to the operation of aircraft to or 
from Ronald Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport. 

§ 93.253 Nonstop operations. 
No person may operate an aircraft 

nonstop in air transportation between 
Ronald Reagan Washington National 
Airport and another airport that is 
more than 1,250 miles away from Ron-
ald Reagan Washington National Air-
port. 

Subpart U—Special Flight Rules in 
the Vicinity of Grand Canyon 
National Park, AZ 

SOURCE: Doc. No. 28537, 61 FR 69330, Dec. 31, 
1996, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 93.301 Applicability. 
This subpart prescribes special oper-

ating rules for all persons operating 
aircraft in the following airspace, des-
ignated as the Grand Canyon National 
Park Special Flight Rules Area: That 
airspace extending from the surface up 
to but not including 18,000 feet MSL 
within an area bounded by a line begin-
ning at Lat. 35°55′12″ N., Long. 112°04′05″ 
W.; east to Lat. 35°55′30″ N., Long. 
111°45′00″ W.; to Lat. 35°59′02″ N., Long. 
111°36′03″ W.; north to Lat. 36°15′30″ N., 
Long. 111°36′06″ W.; to Lat. 36°24′49″ N., 
Long. 111°47′45″ W.; to Lat. 36°52′23″ N., 
Long. 111°33′10″ W.; west-northwest to 
Lat. 36°53′37″ N., Long. 111°38′29″ W.; 
southwest to Lat. 36°35′02″ N., Long. 
111°53′28″ W.; to Lat. 36°21′30″ N., Long. 

112°00′03″ W.; west-northwest to Lat. 
36°30′30″ N., Long. 112°35′59″ W.; south-
west to Lat. 36°24′46″ N., Long. 112°51′10″ 
W., thence west along the boundary of 
Grand Canyon National Park (GCNP) 
to Lat. 36°14′08″ N., Long. 113°10′07″ W.; 
west-southwest to Lat. 36°09′30″ N., 
Long. 114°03′03″ W.; southeast to Lat. 
36°05′11″ N., Long. 113°58′46″ W.; thence 
south along the boundary of GCNP to 
Lat. 35°58′23″ N., Long. 113°54′14″ W.; 
north to Lat. 36°00′10″ N., Long. 
113°53′48″ W.; northeast to Lat. 36°02′14″ 
N., Long. 113°50′16″ W.; to Lat. 36°02′17″ 
N., Long. 113°53′48″ W.; northeast to 
Lat. 36°02′14″ N., Long. 113°50′16″ W.; to 
Lat. 36°02′17″ N., Long. 113°49′11″ W.; 
southeast to Lat. 36°01′22″ N., Long. 
113°48′21″ W.; to Lat. 35°59′15″ N., Long. 
113°47′13″ W.; to Lat. 35°57′51″ N., Long. 
113°46′01″ W.; to Lat. 35°57′45″ N., Long. 
113°45′23″ W.; southwest to Lat. 35°54′48″ 
N., Long. 113°50′24″ W.; southeast to 
Lat. 35°41′01″ N., Long. 113°35′27″ W.; 
thence clockwise via the 4.2-nautical 
mile radius of the Peach Springs 
VORTAC to Lat. 36°38′53″ N., Long. 
113°27′49″ W.; northeast to Lat. 35°42′58″ 
N., Long. 113°10′57″ W.; north to Lat. 
35°57′51″ N., Long. 113°11′06″ W.; east to 
Lat. 35°57′44″ N., Long. 112°14′04″ W.; 
thence clockwise via the 4.3-nautical 
mile radius of the Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park Airport reference point 
(Lat. 35°57′08″ N., Long. 112°08′49″ W.) to 
the point of origin. 

[Doc. No. 5926, 65 FR 17742, Apr. 4, 2000] 

§ 93.303 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this subpart: 
Allocation means authorization to 

conduct a commercial air tour in the 
Grand Canyon National Park (GCNP) 
Special Flight Rules Area (SFRA). 

Commercial air tour means any flight 
conducted for compensation or hire in 
a powered aircraft where a purpose of 
the flight is sightseeing. If the operator 
of a flight asserts that the flight is not 
a commercial air tour, factors that can 
be considered by the Administrator in 
making a determination of whether the 
flight is a commercial air tour include, 
but are not limited to— 

(1) Whether there was a holding out 
to the public of willingness to conduct 
a sightseeing flight for compensation 
or hire; 
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