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Federal Aviation Administration, DOT § 183.53 

Subpart D—Organization 
Designation Authorization 

SOURCE: Doc. No. FAA–2003–16685, 70 FR 
59947, Oct. 13, 2005, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 183.41 Applicability and definitions. 
(a) This subpart contains the proce-

dures required to obtain an Organiza-
tion Designation Authorization, which 
allows an organization to perform spec-
ified functions on behalf of the Admin-
istrator related to engineering, manu-
facturing, operations, airworthiness, or 
maintenance. 

(b) Definitions. For the purposes of 
this subpart: 

Organization Designation Authoriza-
tion (ODA) means the authorization to 
perform approved functions on behalf 
of the Administrator. 

ODA Holder means the organization 
that obtains the authorization from 
the Administrator, as identified in a 
Letter of Designation. 

ODA Unit means an identifiable 
group of two or more individuals with-
in the ODA Holder’s organization that 
performs the authorized functions. 

§ 183.43 Application. 
An application for an ODA may be 

submitted after November 14, 2006. An 
application for an ODA must be sub-
mitted in a form and manner pre-
scribed by the Administrator and must 
include the following: 

(a) A description of the functions for 
which authorization is requested. 

(b) A description of how the applicant 
satisfies the requirements of § 183.47 of 
this part; 

(c) A description of the applicant’s 
organizational structure, including a 
description of the proposed ODA Unit 
as it relates to the applicant’s organi-
zational structure; and 

(d) A proposed procedures manual as 
described in § 183.53 of this part. 

§ 183.45 Issuance of Organization Des-
ignation Authorizations. 

(a) The Administrator may issue an 
ODA Letter of Designation if: 

(1) The applicant meets the applica-
ble requirements of this subpart; and 

(2) A need exists for a delegation of 
the function. 

(b) An ODA Holder must apply to and 
obtain approval from the Adminis-
trator for any proposed changes to the 
functions or limitations described in 
the ODA Holder’s authorization. 

§ 183.47 Qualifications. 
To qualify for consideration as an 

ODA, the applicant must— 
(a) Have sufficient facilities, re-

sources, and personnel, to perform the 
functions for which authorization is re-
quested; 

(b) Have sufficient experience with 
FAA requirements, processes, and pro-
cedures to perform the functions for 
which authorization is requested; and 

(c) Have sufficient, relevant experi-
ence to perform the functions for which 
authorization is requested. 

§ 183.49 Authorized functions. 
(a) Consistent with an ODA Holder’s 

qualifications, the Administrator may 
delegate any function determined ap-
propriate under 49 U.S.C. 44702(d). 

(b) Under the general supervision of 
the Administrator, an ODA Unit may 
perform only those functions, and is 
subject to the limitations, listed in the 
ODA Holder’s procedures manual. 

§ 183.51 ODA Unit personnel. 
Each ODA Holder must have within 

its ODA Unit— 
(a) At least one qualified ODA admin-

istrator; and either 
(b) A staff consisting of the engineer-

ing, flight test, inspection, or mainte-
nance personnel needed to perform the 
functions authorized. Staff members 
must have the experience and expertise 
to find compliance, determine con-
formity, determine airworthiness, issue 
certificates or issue approvals; or 

(c) A staff consisting of operations 
personnel who have the experience and 
expertise to find compliance with the 
regulations governing the issuance of 
pilot, crew member, or operating cer-
tificates, authorizations, or endorse-
ments as needed to perform the func-
tions authorized. 

§ 183.53 Procedures manual. 
No ODA Letter of Designation may 

be issued before the Administrator ap-
proves an applicant’s procedures man-
ual. The approved manual must: 
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