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(ii) The containers are subdivided by
intervening barriers, such as diking,
that prevent mixing.

(iii) If paragraph (a)(2)(i) or (ii) of
this section apply, a launch site oper-
ator shall use the quantity of propel-
lant requiring the greatest separation
distance pursuant to paragraph (b) of
this section to determine the minimum
separation distance between the explo-
sive hazard facility and all other explo-
sive hazard facilities and each public
area.

(3) Where two or more containers of
incompatible liquid propellants will be
handled or stored together in an explo-
sive hazard facility, a launch site oper-
ator shall determine the explosive
equivalent in pounds of the combined
liquids, using the formulas provided in
appendix E, table E-2, to determine the
minimum separation distance between
the explosive hazard facility and other
explosive hazard facilities and public
areas unless the containers are sepa-
rated one from the other by the appro-
priate distance as determined in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section. A launch
site operator shall then use the quan-
tity of liquid propellant requiring the
greatest separation distance to deter-
mine the minimum separation distance
between the explosive hazard facility
and all other explosive hazard facilities
and each public area.

(4) A launch site operator shall con-
vert quantities of liquid propellants
from gallons to pounds using the con-
version factors provided in appendix E,
table E-3 and the following equation:

Pounds of propellant = gallons x den-
sity of propellant (pounds per gallon).

(b) A launch site operator shall use
appendix E, table E-3 to determine haz-
ard and compatibility groups and shall
separate liquid propellants from each
other and from each public area using
distances no less than those provided
in appendix E, tables E-4 through E-7
in accordance with the following:

(1) A launch site operator shall meas-
ure minimum separation distances
from the hazard source in an explosive
hazard facility, such as a container,
building, segment, or positive cutoff
point in piping, closest to each explo-
sive hazard facility.
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(2) A launch site operator shall meas-
ure the minimum separation distance
between compatible liquid propellants
using the ‘‘intragroup and compatible”
distance for the propellant quantity
and hazard group that requires the
greater distance prescribed by appen-
dix E, tables E-4, E-5, and E-6.

(3) A launch site operator shall meas-
ure the minimum separation distance
between liquid propellants of different
compatibility groups using the ‘‘public
area and incompatible” distance for
the propellant quantity and hazard
group that requires the greater dis-
tance provided in appendix E, tables E—
4, B-5, and E-6, unless the propellants
of different compatibility groups are
subdivided by intervening barriers that
prevent mixing. If such barriers are
present, the minimum separation dis-
tance shall be the ‘intragroup and
compatible’” distance for the propel-
lant quantity and group that requires
the greater distance provided in appen-
dix E, tables E-4, E-5, and E-6.

(4) A launch site operator shall sepa-
rate liquid propellants from each pub-
lic area using a distance no less than
the ‘‘public area and incompatible”
distance provided in appendix E, tables
E-4, E-5, and E-6.

(5) A launch site operator shall sepa-
rate each explosive hazard facility that
contains liquid propellants where ex-
plosive equivalents apply pursuant to
paragraph (a)(3) of this section from all
other explosive hazard facilities of a
single customer using the intraline dis-
tance provided in appendix E, table E-
7, and from each public area using the
public area distance provided in appen-
dix E, table E-7.

§420.69 Solid and liquid propellants
located together.

(a) A launch site operator proposing
an explosive hazard facility where solid
and liquid propellants are to be located
together shall determine the minimum
separation distances between the ex-
plosive hazard facility and other explo-
sive hazard facilities and public areas
in accordance with one method pro-
vided in paragraphs (b), (c), or (d) of
this section.
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(b) A launch site operator shall deter-
mine the minimum separation dis-
tances between the explosive hazard fa-
cility and all other explosive hazard fa-
cilities and public areas required for
the liquid propellants in accordance
with section 420.67(b)(5), and add the
minimum separation distances between
the explosive hazard facility and all
other explosive hazard facilities and
public areas required for the solid pro-
pellants in accordance with section
420.65, treating the solid propellants as
explosive division 1.1.

(c) A launch site operator shall deter-
mine the minimum separation dis-
tances between the explosive hazard fa-
cility and all other explosive hazard fa-
cilities and public areas required for
the liquid propellants in accordance
with section 420.67(b)(5), and add the
minimum separation distances between
the explosive hazard facility and all
other explosive hazard facilities and
public areas required for the solid pro-
pellants in accordance with section
420.65, using the explosive equivalent of
the explosive division 1.3.

(d) A launch site operator shall con-
duct an analysis of the maximum cred-
ible event (MCE), or the worst case ex-
plosion that is expected to occur. If the
MCE shows that there will be no simul-
taneous explosion reaction of the liquid
propellant tanks and the solid propel-
lant motors, then the minimum dis-
tance between the explosive hazard fa-
cility and all other explosive hazard fa-
cilities and public areas must be based
on the MCE.

§420.71 Lightning protection.

(a) Lightning protection. A licensee
shall ensure that the public is not ex-
posed to hazards due to the initiation
of explosives by lightning.

(1) Elements of a lighting protection sys-
tem. Unless an explosive hazard facility
meets the conditions of paragraph
(a)(3) of this section, all explosive haz-
ard facilities shall have a lightning
protection system to ensure explosives
are not initiated by lightning. A light-
ning protection system shall meet the
requirements of this paragraph and in-
clude the following:

(i) Air terminal. An air terminal to in-
tentionally attract a lightning strike.
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(ii) Down conductor. A low impedance
path connecting an air terminal to an
earth electrode system.

(iii) Earth electrode system. An earth
electrode system to dissipate the cur-
rent from a lightning strike to ground.

(2) Bonding and surge protection. A
lightning protection system must meet
the requirements of this paragraph and
include the following:

(i) Bonding. All metallic bodies shall
be bonded to ensure that voltage poten-
tials due to lightning are equal every-
where in the explosive hazard facility.
Any fence within six feet of a lightning
protection system shall have a bond
across each gate and other
discontinuations and shall be bonded to
the lightning protection system. Rail-
road tracks that run within six feet of
the lightning protection system shall
be bonded to the lightning protection
system.

(ii) Surge protection. A lightning pro-
tection system shall include surge pro-
tection to reduce transient voltages
due to lightning to a harmless level for
all metallic power, communication,
and instrumentation lines entering an
explosive hazard facility.

(3) Circumstances where no lightening
protection system is required. No light-
ning protection system is required for
an explosive hazard facility when a
lightning warning system is available
to permit termination of operations
and withdrawal of the public to public
area distance prior to an electrical
storm, or for an explosive hazard facil-
ity containing explosives that cannot
be initiated by lightning. If no light-
ning protection system is required, a
licensee must ensure the withdrawal of
the public to a public area distance
prior to an electrical storm.

(4) Testing and inspection. Lightning
protection systems shall be visually in-
spected semiannually and shall be test-
ed once each year for electrical con-
tinuity and adequacy of grounding. A
licensee shall maintain at the explo-
sive hazard facility a record of results
obtained from the tests, including any
action taken to correct deficiencies
noted.

(b) Electrical power lines. A licensee
shall ensure that electric power lines
at its launch site meet the following
requirements:
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