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§1.83

an accompanying environmental im-
pact statement.

(c) When the Commission finds that
emergency action is necessary and an
environmental impact statement can-
not be prepared in conformance with
the CEQ Regulations, the Commission
will consult with CEQ about alter-
native arrangements in accordance
with CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1506.11).

§1.83 Whether to commence the proc-
ess for an environmental impact
statement.

(a) The Bureau responsible for sub-
mitting a proposed rule, guide, or pro-
posal for legislation to the Commission
for agency action shall, after consulta-
tion with the Office of the General
Counsel, initially determine whether or
not the proposal is one which requires
an environmental impact statement.
Except for matters where the environ-
mental effects, if any, would appear to
be either (1) clearly significant and
therefore the decision is made to pre-
pare an environmental impact state-
ment, or (2) so uncertain that environ-
mental analysis would be based on
speculation, the Bureau should nor-
mally prepare an ‘‘environmental as-
sessment’” CEQ Regulation (40 CFR
1508.9) for purposes of providing suffi-
cient evidence and analysis for deter-
mining whether to prepare an environ-
mental impact statement or a finding
of no significant impact. The Bureau
should involve environmental agencies
to the extent practicable in preparing
an assessment. An environmental as-
sessment shall be made available to
the public when the proposed action is
made public along with any ensuing en-
vironmental impact statement or find-
ing of no significant impact.

(b) If the Bureau determines that the
proposal is one which requires an envi-
ronmental impact statement, it shall
commence the ‘‘scoping process’” CEQ
Regulation (40 CFR 1501.7) except that
the impact statement which is part of
a proposal for legislation need not go
through a scoping process but shall
conform to CEQ Regulation (40 CFR
1506.8). As soon as practicable after its
decision to prepare an environmental
impact statement and before the
scoping process, the Bureau shall pub-
lish a notice of intent as provided in
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CEQ Regulations (40 CFR 1501.7 and
1508.22).

(c) If, on the basis of an environ-
mental assessment, the determination
is made not to prepare a statement, a
finding of ‘‘no significant impact”
shall be made in accordance with CEQ
Regulation (40 CFR 1508.3) and shall be
made available to the public as speci-
fied in CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1506.6).

§1.84 Draft environmental impact
statements: Availability and com-
ment.

Except for proposals for legislation,
environmental impact statements shall
be prepared in two stages: Draft state-
ment and final statement.

(a) Proposed rules or guides. (1) An en-
vironmental impact statement, if
deemed necessary, shall be in draft
form at the time a proposed rule or
guide is published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and shall accompany the pro-
posal throughout the decisionmaking
process.

(2) The major decision points with re-
spect to rules and guides are:

(i) Preliminary formulation of a staff
proposal;

(ii) The time the proposal is initially
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER as
a Commission proposal;

(iii) Presiding officer’s report (in
trade regulation rule proceedings);

(iv) Submission to the Commission of
the staff report or recommendation for
final action on the proposed guide or
rule;

(v) Final decision by the Commis-
sion. The decision on whether or not to
prepare an environmental impact
statement should occur at point
(a)(2)(1) of this section. The publication
of any draft impact statement should
occur at point (a)(2)(ii) of this section.
The publication of the final environ-
mental impact statement should occur
at point (a)(2)(iv) of this section.

(b) Legislative proposals. In legislative
matters, a legislative environmental
impact statement shall be prepared in
accordance with CEQ Regulation (40
CFR 1506.8).

(¢) In rule or guide proceedings the
draft environmental impact statement
shall be prepared in accordance with
CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1502.9) and
shall be placed in the public record to
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which it pertains; in legislative mat-
ters, the legislative impact statement
shall be placed in a public record to be
established, containing the legislative
report to which it pertains; these will
be available to the public through the
Office of the Secretary and will be pub-
lished in full with the appropriate pro-
posed rule, guide, or legislative report;
such statements shall also be filed with
the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s (EPA) Office of Environmental Re-
view (CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1506.9))
for listing in the weekly FEDERAL REG-
ISTER Notice of draft environmental
impact statements, and shall be cir-
culated, in accordance with CEQ Regu-
lations (40 CFR 1502.19, 1506.6) to appro-
priate federal, state and local agencies.

(d) Forty-five (45) days will be al-
lowed for comment on the draft envi-
ronmental impact statement, cal-
culated from the date of publication in
the EPA’s weekly FEDERAL REGISTER
list of draft environmental impact
statements. The Commission may in
its discretion grant such longer period
as the complexity of the issues may
warrant.

§1.85 Final
statements.

(a) After the close of the comment
period, the Bureau responsible for the
matter will consider the comments re-
ceived on the draft environmental im-
pact statement and will put the draft
statement into final form in accord-
ance with the requirements of CEQ
Regulation (40 CFR 1502.9(b)), attach-
ing the comments received (or sum-
maries if response was exceptionally
voluminous).

(b) Upon Bureau approval of the final
environmental impact statement the
final statement will be

(1) Filed with the EPA;

(2) Forwarded to all parties which
commented on the draft environmental
impact statement and to other inter-
ested parties, if practicable;

(3) Placed in the public record of the
proposed rule or guide proceeding or
legislative matter to which it pertains;

(4) Distributed in any other way
which the Bureau in consultation with
CEQ deems appropriate.

(¢) In rule and guide proceedings, at
least thirty (30) days will be allowed
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29

§1.88

for comment on the final environ-
mental impact statement, calculated
from the date of publication in the
EPA’s weekly FEDERAL REGISTER list
of final environmental impact state-
ments. In no event will a final rule or
guide be promulgated prior to ninety
(90) days after notice of the draft envi-
ronmental impact statement, except
where emergency action makes such
time period impossible.

§1.86 Supplemental statements.

Except for proposals for legislation,
as provided in CEQ Regulation (40 CFR
1502.9(c)), the Commission shall publish
supplements to either draft or final en-
vironmental statements if:

(a) The Commission makes substan-
tial changes in the proposed action
that are relevant to environmental
concerns; or

(b) There are significant new cir-
cumstances or information relevant to
environmental concerns and bearing on
the proposed action and its impacts. In
the course of a trade regulation rule
proceeding, the supplement will be
placed in the rulemaking record.

§1.87 NEPA and
making.

agency decision-

In its final decision on the proposed
action or, if appropriate, in its rec-
ommendation to Congress, the Com-
mission shall consider all the alter-
natives in the environmental impact
statement and other relevant environ-
mental documents and shall prepare a
concise statement which, in accordance
with CEQ Regulation §1505.2, shall:

(a) Identify all alternatives consid-
ered by the Commission in reaching its
decision or recommendation, speci-
fying the alternatives which were con-
sidered to be environmentally pref-
erable;

(b) State whether all practicable
means to avoid or minimize environ-
mental harm from the alternative se-
lected have been adopted, and if not,
why they were not.

§1.88 Implementing procedures.

(a) The General Counsel is designated
the official responsible for coordi-
nating the Commission’s efforts to im-
prove environmental quality. He will
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