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Federal Trade Commission § 803.20 

(2) Deficient filings. If notification or 
a response to a request for additional 
information or documentary material 
received by the Commission or Assist-
ant Attorney General does not comply 
with these rules, the Commission or 
the Assistant Attorney General shall 
promptly notify the person filing such 
notification or response of the defi-
ciencies in such filing, and the date of 
receipt shall be the date on which a fil-
ing which complies with these rules is 
received. 

[43 FR 33548, July 31, 1978; 43 FR 36054, Aug. 
15, 1978, as amended at 52 FR 7083, Mar. 6, 
1987; 66 FR 8696, Feb. 1, 2001; 70 FR 11514, Mar. 
8, 2005; 71 FR 35998, June 23, 2006] 

§ 803.11 Termination of waiting period. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(c) of this section, no waiting period 
shall be terminated pursuant to section 
7A(b)(2) unless— 

(1) All notifications required to be 
filed with respect to the acquisition by 
the act and these rules (or, if such noti-
fication is not completed, the notifica-
tion to the extent completed and a 
statement of the reasons for such non-
compliance in accordance with § 803.3) 
have been received, 

(2) It has been determined that no ad-
ditional information or documentary 
material pursuant to section 7A(e) and 
§ 803.20 will be requested, or, if such ad-
ditional information or documentary 
material has been requested, it (or, if a 
request is not fully complied with, the 
information and documentary material 
submitted and a statement of the rea-
sons for such noncompliance in accord-
ance with § 803.3) has been received, and 

(3) The Federal Trade Commission 
and the Assistant Attorney General 
have concluded that neither intends to 
take any further action within the 
waiting period. 

(b) Any request for additional infor-
mation or documentary material pur-
suant to section 7A(e) and § 803.20 shall 
constitute a denial of all pending re-
quests for termination of the waiting 
period. 

(c) The Federal Trade Commission 
and the Assistant Attorney General 
may in their discretion terminate a 
waiting period upon the written re-
quest of any person filing notification 
or, notwithstanding paragraph (a) of 

this section, sua sponte. A request for 
termination of the waiting period shall 
be sent to the offices designated in 
§ 803.10(c). Termination shall be effec-
tive upon notice to any requesting per-
son by telephone, and such notice shall 
be given as soon as possible. Such no-
tice shall also be confirmed in writing 
to each person which has filed notifica-
tion, and notice thereof shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER in ac-
cordance with section 7A(b)(2). The 
Federal Trade Commission and the As-
sistant Attorney General also may use 
other means to make the termination 
public, prior to publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER in a manner that will 
make the information equally acces-
sible to all members of the public. 

[43 FR 33548, July 31, 1978, as amended at 54 
FR 21427, May 18, 1989] 

§ 803.20 Requests for additional infor-
mation or documentary material. 

(a)(1) Persons and individuals subject to 
request. Pursuant to section 7A(e)(1), 
the submission of additional informa-
tion or documentary material relevant 
to the acquisition may be required 
from one or more persons required to 
file notification, and, with respect to 
each such person, from one or more en-
tities included therein, or from one or 
more officers, directors, partners, 
agents, or employees thereof, if so re-
quired by the same request. 

Example: A request for additional informa-
tion may require a corporation and, in addi-
tion, a named officer or employee to provide 
certain information or documents, if both 
the corporation and the officer or employee 
are named in the same request. See subpara-
graph (b)(3) of this section. 

(2) All the information and documen-
tary material required to be submitted 
pursuant to a request under paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section shall be supplied 
to the Commission or to the Assistant 
Attorney General, whichever made 
such request, at such location as may 
be designated in the request, or, if no 
such location is designated, at the of-
fice designated in § 803.10(c). If such re-
quest is not fully complied with, a 
statement of reasons for noncompli-
ance pursuant to § 803.3 shall be pro-
vided for each item or portion of such 
request which is not fully complied 
with. 
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(b)(1) Who may require submission. A 
request for additional information or 
documentary material with respect to 
an acquisition may be issued by the 
Federal Trade Commission or its des-
ignee, or by the Assistant Attorney 
General or his or her designee, but not 
by both to the same person, any enti-
ties included therein, or any officers, 
directors, partners, agents, or employ-
ees of that person. 

(2) When request effective. A request 
for additional information or documen-
tary material shall be effective— 

(i) In the case of a written request, 
upon receipt of the request by the ulti-
mate parent entity of the person to 
which the request is directed (or, if an-
other entity included within the person 
filed notification pursuant to § 803.2(a), 
then by such entity), within the origi-
nal 30-day (or, in the case of a cash ten-
der offer or of an acquisition covered 
by 11 U.S.C. 363(b), 15-day) waiting pe-
riod (or, if § 802.23 applies, such other 
period as that section provides); or 

(ii) In the case of a written request, 
upon notice of the issuance of such re-
quest to the person to which it is di-
rected within the original 30-day (or, in 
the case of a cash tender offer or of an 
acquisition covered by 11 U.S.C. 363(b), 
15-day) waiting period (or, if § 802.23 ap-
plies, such other period as that section 
provides), provided that written con-
firmation of the request is mailed to 
the person to which the request is di-
rected within the original 30-day (or, in 
the case of a cash tender offer or of an 
acquisition covered by 11 U.S.C. 363(b), 
15-day) waiting period (or, if § 802.23 ap-
plies, such other period as that section 
provides). Notice to the person to 
which the request is directed may be 
given by telephone or in person. The 
person filing notification shall keep a 
designated individual reasonably avail-
able during normal business hours 
throughout the waiting period at the 
telephone number supplied in the Noti-
fication and Report Form. Notice of a 
request for additional information or 
documentary material need be given by 
telephone only to that individual or to 
the individual designated in accord-
ance with paragraph (b)(2)(iii) of this 
section. Upon the request of the indi-
vidual receiving notice of the issuance 
of such a request, the full text of the 

request will be read. The written con-
firmation of the request shall be 
mailed to the ultimate parent entity of 
the person filing notification, or if an-
other entity within the person filed no-
tification pursuant to § 803.2(a), then to 
such entity. 

(iii) When the individual designated 
in accordance with paragraph (b)(2)(ii) 
of this section is not located in the 
United States, the person filing notifi-
cation shall designate an additional in-
dividual located within the United 
States to be reasonably available dur-
ing normal business hours throughout 
the waiting period through a telephone 
number supplied on the certification 
page of the Notification and Report 
Form. This individual shall be des-
ignated for the limited purpose of re-
ceiving notification of the issuance of 
requests for additional information or 
documentary material in accordance 
with the procedure described in para-
graph (b)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(3) Requests to natural persons. A re-
quest addressed to an individual, re-
quiring that he or she submit addi-
tional information or documentary ma-
terial, shall be transmitted to the per-
son filing notification of which the in-
dividual is an ultimate parent entity, 
officer, director, partner, agent or em-
ployee, and shall be effective as to that 
individual when effective as to the per-
son filing notification pursuant to 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section. A writ-
ten copy of the request shall also be de-
livered to the individual by hand, or by 
registered or certified mail at his or 
her home or business address. 

Example: A designee of the Federal Trade 
Commission sends, by certified letter which 
is received within the 30-day waiting period, 
a written request for additional information 
to corporation W, the ultimate parent entity 
within a person which filed notification. The 
request is effective under clause (b)(2)(i). If 
the letter also addressed a request for docu-
mentary material to the secretary of cor-
poration W, a named individual, under para-
graph (b)(3), the request would likewise be 
effective as to the individual upon receipt of 
the letter by W. In the latter case, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission also would send a 
copy of the request to the Secretary of the 
corporation at his or her home or business 
address. 
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(c) Waiting period extended. (1) During 
the time period when a request for ad-
ditional information or documentary 
material remains outstanding to any 
person other than either: 

(i) In the case of a tender offer, the 
person whose voting securities are 
sought to be acquired by the tender of-
feror (or any officer, director, partner, 
agent or employee thereof), or 

(ii) In the case of an acquisition cov-
ered by 11 U.S.C. 363(b), the acquired 
person, the waiting period shall remain 
in effect, even though the waiting pe-
riod would have expired (see § 803.10(b)) 
if no such request had been made. 

(2) A request for additional informa-
tion or documentary material to any 
person other than either: 

(i) In the case of a tender offer, the 
person whose voting securities are 
being acquired pursuant to the tender 
offer (or any officer, director, partner, 
agent or employee thereof), or 

(ii) In the case of an acquisition cov-
ered by 11 U.S.C. 363(b), the acquired 
person, shall in every instance extend 
the waiting period for a period of 30 (or, 
in the case of a cash tender offer or of 
an acquisition covered by 11 U.S.C. 
363(b), 10) calendar days from the date 
of receipt (as determined under § 803.10) 
of the additional information or docu-
mentary material requested. 

Example: Acquiring person ‘‘A’’ makes a 
non-cash tender offer for voting securities of 
corporation ‘‘X’’, and files notification. 
Under § 801.30, the waiting period begins upon 
filing by ‘‘A,’’ and ‘‘X’’ must file within 15 
days thereafter (10 days if it were a cash ten-
der offer). Assume that before the end of the 
waiting period, the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral issues a request for additional informa-
tion to ‘‘A’’ and ‘‘X.’’ Since the transaction 
is a non-cash tender offer, the waiting period 
is extended for 30 days (10 days if it were a 
cash tender offer) beyond the date on which 
‘‘A’’ responds. Note that under § 803.21, even 
though the waiting period is not affected by 
the second request to ‘‘X’’ or by ‘‘X’’ sup-
plying the requested information, ‘‘X’’ is 
obliged to respond to the request within a 
reasonable time. Nevertheless, the Federal 
Trade Commission and Assistant Attorney 
General could, notwithstanding the pend-
ency of the request for additional informa-
tion, terminate the waiting period sua 
sponte pursuant to § 803.11(c). 

(d)(1) Identification of requests. Every 
request for additional information or 
documentary material shall be clearly 

identified as such, whether commu-
nicated in person, by telephone or in 
writing, and shall clearly identify the 
person, entity or entities, or indi-
vidual(s) to which it is addressed. 

(2) Request for clarification. No request 
for clarification or amplification of a 
response to any item on the Notifica-
tion and Report Form, whether com-
municated in person, by telephone or 
in writing, shall be considered a re-
quest for additional information or 
documentary material within the 
meaning of section 7A(e) and this sec-
tion. 

[43 FR 33548, July 31, 1978, as amended at 48 
FR 34441, July 29, 1983; 66 FR 8697, Feb. 1, 
2001; 68 FR 2431, Jan. 17, 2003] 

§ 803.21 Additional information shall 
be supplied within reasonable time. 

All additional information or docu-
mentary material requested pursuant 
to section 7A(e) and § 803.20 (or, if such 
request is not fully complied with, the 
information or documentary material 
submitted and a statement of the rea-
sons for such noncompliance in accord-
ance with § 803.3) shall be supplied 
within a reasonable time. 

§ 803.30 Formal and informal interpre-
tations of requirements under the 
Act and the rules. 

(a) The Commission staff may con-
sider requests for formal or informal 
interpretations as to the obligations 
under the act and these rules of any 
party to an acquisition. A request for a 
formal interpretation shall be made in 
writing to the offices designated in 
§ 803.10(c), and shall state: (1) all facts 
which the applicant believes to be ma-
terial, (2) the reasons why the require-
ments of the act are or may be applica-
ble and (3) the question(s) that the ap-
plicant wishes resolved. The Commis-
sion staff may, in its discretion, render 
a formal or informal response to any 
request, however made, or may decline 
to render such advice. 

(b) In the sole discretion of the staff, 
any request for interpretation may be 
referred to the Commission. 

(c) Formal interpretations by the 
Commission staff or by the Commis-
sion shall be rendered with the concur-
rence of the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral or his or her designee. 
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