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SPECIFIC RISKS PRESENTED BY A PAR-
TICULAR SWAP TRANSACTION NEC-
ESSARILY DEPEND UPON THE TERMS OF 
THE TRANSACTION AND YOUR CIR-
CUMSTANCES. IN GENERAL, HOWEVER, 
ALL SWAPS TRANSACTIONS INVOLVE 
SOME COMBINATION OF MARKET RISK, 
CREDIT RISK, COUNTERPARTY CREDIT 
RISK, FUNDING RISK, LIQUIDITY RISK, 
AND OPERATIONAL RISK. 

HIGHLY CUSTOMIZED SWAPS TRANS-
ACTIONS IN PARTICULAR MAY IN-
CREASE LIQUIDITY RISK, WHICH MAY 
RESULT IN A SUSPENSION OF REDEMP-
TIONS. HIGHLY LEVERAGED TRANS-
ACTIONS MAY EXPERIENCE SUBSTAN-
TIAL GAINS OR LOSSES IN VALUE AS A 
RESULT OF RELATIVELY SMALL 
CHANGES IN THE VALUE OR LEVEL OF 
AN UNDERLYING OR RELATED MARKET 
FACTOR. 

IN EVALUATING THE RISKS AND CON-
TRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH A PARTICULAR SWAP TRANS-
ACTION, IT IS IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER 
THAT A SWAP TRANSACTION MAY BE 
MODIFIED OR TERMINATED ONLY BY 
MUTUAL CONSENT OF THE ORIGINAL 
PARTIES AND SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT 
ON INDIVIDUALLY NEGOTIATED TERMS. 
THEREFORE, IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE 
FOR THE COMMODITY POOL OPERATOR 
TO MODIFY, TERMINATE, OR OFFSET 
THE POOL’S OBLIGATIONS OR THE 
POOL’S EXPOSURE TO THE RISKS ASSO-
CIATED WITH A TRANSACTION PRIOR TO 
ITS SCHEDULED TERMINATION DATE. 

* * * * * 

2. At 77 FR 17330, Mar. 26, 2012, § 4.34 was 
amended by adding paragraph (b)(4), effec-
tive April 24, 2012. For the convenience of the 
user, the added text is set forth as follows: 

§ 4.34 General disclosures required. 

* * * * * 

(b) * * * 
(4) If the commodity trading advisor may 

engage in swaps, the Risk Disclosure State-
ment must further state: 

SWAPS TRANSACTIONS, LIKE OTHER 
FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS, INVOLVE A 
VARIETY OF SIGNIFICANT RISKS. THE 
SPECIFIC RISKS PRESENTED BY A PAR-
TICULAR SWAP TRANSACTION NEC-
ESSARILY DEPEND UPON THE TERMS OF 
THE TRANSACTION AND YOUR CIR-
CUMSTANCES. IN GENERAL, HOWEVER, 
ALL SWAPS TRANSACTIONS INVOLVE 
SOME COMBINATION OF MARKET RISK, 
CREDIT RISK, FUNDING RISK, AND OPER-
ATIONAL RISK. 

HIGHLY CUSTOMIZED SWAPS TRANS-
ACTIONS IN PARTICULAR MAY IN-

CREASE LIQUIDITY RISK, WHICH MAY 
RESULT IN YOUR ABILITY TO WITHDRAW 
YOUR FUNDS BEING LIMITED. HIGHLY 
LEVERAGED TRANSACTIONS MAY EXPE-
RIENCE SUBSTANTIAL GAINS OR LOSSES 
IN VALUE AS A RESULT OF RELATIVELY 
SMALL CHANGES IN THE VALUE OR 
LEVEL OF AN UNDERLYING OR RELATED 
MARKET FACTOR. 

IN EVALUATING THE RISKS AND CON-
TRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH A PARTICULAR SWAP TRANS-
ACTION, IT IS IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER 
THAT A SWAP TRANSACTION MAY BE 
MODIFIED OR TERMINATED ONLY BY 
MUTUAL CONSENT OF THE ORIGINAL 
PARTIES AND SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT 
ON INDIVIDUALLY NEGOTIATED TERMS. 
THEREFORE, IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE 
TO MODIFY, TERMINATE, OR OFFSET 
YOUR OBLIGATIONS OR YOUR EXPOSURE 
TO THE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH A 
TRANSACTION PRIOR TO ITS SCHED-
ULED TERMINATION DATE. 

* * * * * 

Subpart C—Commodity Trading 
Advisors 

§ 4.30 Prohibited activities. 

No commodity trading advisor may 
solicit, accept or receive from an exist-
ing or prospective client funds, securi-
ties or other property in the trading 
advisor’s name (or extend credit in lieu 
thereof) to purchase, margin, guar-
antee or secure any commodity inter-
est of the client; Provided, however, 
That this section shall not apply to a 
future commission merchant that is 
registered as such under the Act or to 
a leverage transaction merchant that 
is registered as a commodity trading 
advisor under the Act or to a retail for-
eign exchange dealer that is registered 
as such under the Act. 

[75 FR 55430, Sept. 10, 2010] 

§ 4.31 Required delivery of Disclosure 
Document to prospective clients. 

(a) Each commodity trading advisor 
registered or required to be registered 
under the Act must deliver or cause to 
be delivered to a prospective client a 
Disclosure Document containing the 
information set forth in §§ 4.34 and 4.35 
for the trading program pursuant to 
which the trading advisor seeks to di-
rect the client’s commodity interest 
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account or to guide the client’s com-
modity interest trading by means of a 
systematic program that recommends 
specific transactions by no later than 
the time the trading advisor delivers to 
the prospective client an advisory 
agreement to direct or guide the cli-
ent’s account; Provided, That any infor-
mation distributed in advance of the 
delivery of the Disclosure Document to 
a prospective client is consistent with 
or amended by the information con-
tained in the Disclosure Document and 
with the obligations of the commodity 
trading advisor under the Act, the 
Commission’s regulations issued there-
under, and the laws of any other appli-
cable federal or state authority; Pro-
vided further, That in the event such 
previously distributed information is 
amended by the Disclosure Document 
in any material respect, the prospec-
tive participant must be in receipt of 
the Disclosure Document at least 48 
hours prior to the advisory agreement 
being accepted by the trading advisor. 

(b) The commodity trading advisor 
may not enter into an agreement with 
a prospective client to direct the cli-
ent’s commodity interest account or to 
guide the client’s commodity interest 
trading unless the trading advisor first 
receives from the prospective client an 
acknowledgment signed and dated by 
the prospective client stating that the 
client received a Disclosure Document 
for the trading program pursuant to 
which the trading advisor will direct 
his account or will guide his trading. 
Where a Disclosure Document is deliv-
ered to a prospective client by elec-
tronic means, in lieu of a manually 
signed and dated acknowledgment the 
trading advisor may establish receipt 
by electronic means that use a unique 
identifier to confirm the identity of 
the recipient of such Disclosure Docu-
ment, Provided, however, That the re-
quirement of § 4.33(a)(2) to retain the 
acknowledgment specified in this para-
graph (b) applies equally to such sub-
stitute evidence of receipt, which must 
be retained either in hard copy form or 
in another form approved by the Com-
mission. 

[60 FR 38189, July 25, 1995, as amended at 62 
FR 39115, July 22, 1997; 68 FR 47235, Aug. 8, 
2003; 68 FR 59114, Oct. 14, 2003] 

§ 4.32 Trading on a Registered Deriva-
tives Transaction Execution Facil-
ity for Non-Institutional Customers. 

(a) A registered commodity trading 
advisor may enter trades on or subject 
to the rules of a registered derivatives 
transaction execution facility on be-
half of a client who does not qualify as 
an ‘‘institutional customer’’ as defined 
in § 1.3(g) of this chapter, provided that 
the trading advisor: 

(1) Directs the client’s commodity in-
terest account; 

(2) Directs accounts containing total 
assets of not less than $25,000,000 at the 
time the trade is entered; and 

(3) Discloses to the client that the 
trading advisor may enter trades on or 
subject to the rules of a registered de-
rivatives transaction execution facility 
on the client’s behalf. 

(b) The commodity interest account 
of a client described in paragraph (a) of 
this section must be carried by a reg-
istered futures commission merchant. 

[66 FR 53522, Oct. 23, 2001] 

§ 4.33 Recordkeeping. 
Each commodity trading advisor reg-

istered or required to be registered 
under the Act must make and keep the 
following books and records in an accu-
rate, current and orderly manner at its 
main business office and in accordance 
with § 1.31. If the commodity trading 
advisor’s main business office is lo-
cated outside the United States, its 
territories or possessions, then upon 
the request of a Commission represent-
ative the trading advisor must provide 
such books and records as requested at 
the place designated by the representa-
tive in the United States, its terri-
tories or possessions within 72 hours 
after receipt of the request. 

(a) Concerning the clients and sub-
scribers of the commodity trading ad-
visor: 

(1) The name and address of each cli-
ent and each subscriber. 

(2) The acknowledgement specified in 
§ 4.31(b). 

(3) All powers of attorney and other 
documents, or copies thereof, author-
izing the commodity trading advisor to 
direct the commodity interest account 
of a client or subscriber. 

(4) All other written agreements, or 
copies thereof, entered into by the 
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