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17 CFR Ch. II (4–1–12 Edition) § 200.400 

Subpart I—Regulations Pertaining 
to Public Observation of Com-
mission Meetings 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552b, unless otherwise 
noted. Section 200.410 also is issued under 29 
U.S.C. 794. 

SOURCE: 42 FR 14693, Mar. 16, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 200.400 Open meetings. 
Except as otherwise provided in this 

subpart, meetings of the Commission 
shall be open to public observation. 

§ 200.401 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart: 
(a) Meeting means the joint delibera-

tions of at least the number of indi-
vidual members of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission required to take 
action on behalf of the Commission 
where such deliberations determine or 
result in the joint conduct or disposi-
tion of official Commission business, 
but does not include deliberations re-
quired or permitted by § 200.42 or § 200.43 
(respecting seriatim and duty officer 
disposition of Commission business, re-
spectively), or by §§ 200.403, 200.404, or 
200.405 (respecting whether particular 
Commission deliberations shall be open 
or closed and related matters). 

(b) Portion of a meeting means the 
consideration during a meeting of a 
particular topic or item separately 
identified in the notice of Commission 
meetings described in § 200.403. 

(c) Open, when used in the context of 
a Commission meeting or a portion 
thereof, means that the public may at-
tend and observe the deliberations of 
the Commission during such meeting 
or portion of a meeting, consistent 
with the provisions of § 200.410 (respect-
ing decorum at meetings and other re-
lated matters). 

(d) Closed, when used in the context 
of a Commission meeting or a portion 
thereof, means that the public may not 
attend or observe the deliberations of 
the Commission during such meeting 
or portion of a meeting. 

(e) Announce, and make publicly avail-
able, when used in the context of the 
dissemination of information, mean, in 
addition to any specific method of pub-
lication described in this subpart, that 

a document containing the information 
in question will be posted for public in-
spection in, or adjacent to, the lobby of 
the Commission’s headquarters offices, 
and will be available to the public 
through the Commission’s Public Ref-
erence Section and the Commission’s 
Office of Public Affairs, all in Wash-
ington, DC 

(f) The term likely to, as used in 
§ 200.402, illustrating the circumstances 
under which Commission meetings may 
be closed, and the circumstances in 
which information may be deleted from 
the notice of Commission meetings, 
means that it is more probable than 
not that the discussion of Commission 
business, or publication of information, 
reasonably could encompass matters 
which the Commission is authorized, 
by the Government in the Sunshine 
Act, Pub. L. 94–409, as implemented by 
this subpart, to consider or discuss at a 
closed meeting (or a closed portion of a 
meeting). 

(g) The term financial institution, as 
used in § 200.402(a), authorizing the clo-
sure of certain Commission meetings, 
includes, but is not limited to, banks, 
savings and loan associations, credit 
unions, brokers and dealers in securi-
ties or commodities, exchanges dealing 
in securities or commodities, national 
securities associations, investment 
companies, investment advisers, secu-
rities industry self-regulatory organi-
zations subject to 15 U.S.C. 78s, and in-
stitutional managers as defined in 15 
U.S.C. 78m(f). 

(h) The term person includes, but is 
not limited to, any corporation, part-
nership, company, association, joint 
stock corporation, business trust, unin-
corporated organization, government, 
political subdivision, agency, or instru-
mentality of a government. 

[42 FR 14693, Mar. 16, 1977, as amended at 60 
FR 17202, Apr. 5, 1995] 

§ 200.402 Closed meetings. 
(a) Nonpublic matters. Pursuant to the 

general or special procedures for clos-
ing Commission meetings, as set forth 
in § 200.404 or § 200.405, respectively, a 
meeting, or any portion thereof, shall 
be closed to public observation where 
the Commission determines that such 
meeting, or a portion thereof, is likely 
to: 
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