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and longest period of service in that 
grade. If no subordinate employee of 
the Office or Division is available and 
capable of carrying out their functions, 
such functions are delegated to the 
Commission employee of the highest 
grade and longest period of service in 
that grade who is available and capable 
of carrying out their functions. 

[Order 680, 71 FR 42595, July 27, 2006] 

§ 376.207 Personnel and fiscal func-
tions. 

Subject to modifications or revoca-
tion by authority of the Executive Di-
rector, during the continuation of 
emergency conditions authority to ef-
fect temporary appointments of such 
additional officers and employees, to 
classify and allocate positions to their 
proper grades, to issue travel orders, 
and to effect emergency purchases of 
supplies, equipment and services shall 
be exercised by the respective Direc-
tors of Offices and officials in charge of 
regional offices, their deputies, or staff 
in line of succession, as may be re-
quired for the discharge of the lawful 
duties of such organization. 

[Order 613, 64 FR 73408, Dec. 30, 1999, as 
amended by Order 699, 72 FR 45328, Aug. 14, 
2007] 

§ 376.208 Effect upon existing Commis-
sion requirements. 

All outstanding Commission orders, 
rules and regulations shall remain in 
force and effect during the continuance 
of emergency conditions, except to the 
extent modified in accordance with au-
thority exercised under this subpart. 

§ 376.209 Procedures during periods of 
emergency requiring activation of 
the Continuity of Operations Plan. 

(a)(1) The Commission’s Continuity 
of Operations Plan is activated during 
emergency conditions lasting up to 30 
days during which Commission head-
quarters operations may be tempo-
rarily disrupted or communications 
with the Commission’s headquarters 
may be temporarily unavailable, either 
of which may prevent the public or the 
Commission from meeting regulatory 
or statutory requirements. The provi-
sions of this paragraph are effective 
upon activation of the Plan. The Com-
mission will notify the public that the 

Plan has been activated by sending a 
press release announcing that fact to 
major wire services, industry press, 
and appropriate metropolitan area 
radio stations announcing that the 
Commission has activated the Plan. 
The Commission’s alternative Web site 
(http://www.fercalt.gov) will be activated 
and a notice that the Plan has been ac-
tivated will be prominently displayed 
thereon. The alternative Web site will 
act as a resource for the press, indus-
try, and general public. An additional 
press release will be sent to appro-
priate media outlets when the Plan is 
deactivated and the Commission’s 
headquarters constituted, and appro-
priate modifications made to the alter-
native Web site. 

(2) During periods when the Con-
tinuity of Operations Plan is activated, 
the Commission will continue to act on 
requests to ensure continued construc-
tion of essential natural gas facilities 
with sensitive construction timelines, 
on Commencement of Service requests, 
and on completion of dam safety work, 
in a manner consistent with the main-
tenance of environmental protections. 
The Commission will further ensure 
that its personnel are available to re-
spond to plant accidents or reportable 
incidents at LNG facilities, and address 
dam safety, public safety, and security 
incidents at jurisdictional hydropower 
projects. Alternate channels of commu-
nication will include measures to en-
sure that these activities can go for-
ward unhindered. 

(b) Standards of conduct for trans-
mission service providers. During periods 
when the Commission’s Continuity of 
Operations Plan is activated, a Trans-
mission Provider affected by the same 
emergency affecting the Commission 
may, for 30 days, delay compliance 
with the requirement to report to the 
Commission each emergency that re-
sulted in any deviation from the stand-
ards of conduct within 24 hours of such 
deviation. If the emergency prevents a 
Transmission Provider from posting in-
formation on the OASIS or Internet 
Web site, the Transmission Provide 
may, for 30 days, also delay compliance 
with the requirements of § 358.4(a)(2) of 
this chapter to post this information 
on the OASIS or Internet Web site, as 
applicable. Upon application by any 
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