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Social Security Administration § 416.1876 

(ii) A course to prepare you for a job 
that is specially set up for people who 
cannot work at ordinary jobs. 

(e) Last month of school. We will con-
sider you to be a student regularly at-
tending school, college, or training to 
prepare you for a paying job for the 
month in which you complete or stop 
your course of study or training. 

(f) When we need evidence that you are 
a student. We need evidence that you 
are a student if you are 18 years old or 
older but under age 22, because we will 
not consider you to be a child unless 
we consider you to be a student. 

(g) What evidence we need. If we need 
evidence that you are a student, you 
must— 

(1) Show us any paper you have that 
shows you are a student in a school, 
college, or training program, such as a 
student identification card or tuition 
receipt; and 

(2) Tell us— 
(i) What courses you are taking; 
(ii) How many hours a week you 

spend in classes; 
(iii) The name and address of the 

school or college you attend or the 
agency training you; and 

(iv) The name and telephone number 
of someone at the school, college, or 
agency who can tell us more about 
your courses, in case we need informa-
tion you cannot give us. 

[45 FR 71795, Oct. 30, 1980. Redesignated at 46 
FR 29211, May 29, 1981; 46 FR 42063, Aug. 19, 
1981, as amended at 71 FR 66867, Nov. 17, 2006] 

§ 416.1866 Deciding whether you are a 
child: Are you the head of a house-
hold? 

(a) Meaning of head of household. You 
are the head of a household if you have 
left your parental home on a perma-
nent basis and you are responsible for 
the day-to-day decisions on the oper-
ation of your own household. If you 
live with your parent(s) or stepparents, 
we will ordinarily assume you are not 
the head of a household. However, we 
will consider you to be the head of a 
household if for some reason (such as 
your parent’s illness) you are the one 
who makes the day-to-day decisions. 
You need not have someone living with 
you to be the head of a household. 

(b) If you share decision-making equal-
ly. If you live with one or more people 

and everyone has an equal voice in the 
decision-making (for example, a group 
of students who share off-campus hous-
ing), that group is not a household. 
Each person who has left the parental 
home on a permanent basis is the head 
of his or her own household. 

WHO IS CONSIDERED A STUDENT FOR 
PURPOSES OF THE STUDENT EARNED 
INCOME EXCLUSION 

§ 416.1870 Effect of being considered a 
student. 

If we consider you to be a student, we 
will not count all of your earned in-
come when we determine your SSI eli-
gibility and benefit amount. If you are 
an ineligible spouse or ineligible parent 
for deeming purposes and we consider 
you to be a student, we will not count 
all of your income when we determine 
how much of your income to deem. 
Section 416.1110 explains what we mean 
by earned income. Section 416.1112(c)(3) 
explains how much of your earned in-
come we will not count. Section 
416.1161(a)(27) explains how the student 
earned income exclusion applies to 
deemors. 

[71 FR 66867, Nov. 17, 2006] 

§ 416.1872 Who is considered a student. 

We consider you to be a student if 
you are under 22 years old and you reg-
ularly attend school or college or 
training that is designed to prepare 
you for a paying job as described in 
§ 416.1861(a) through (e). 

[71 FR 66867, Nov. 17, 2006] 

§ 416.1874 When we need evidence that 
you are a student. 

We need evidence that you are a stu-
dent if you are under age 22 and you ex-
pect to earn over $65 in any month. 
Section 416.1861(g) explains what evi-
dence we need. 

[71 FR 66867, Nov. 17, 2006] 

WHO IS CONSIDERED YOUR PARENT 

§ 416.1876 Effects a parent (or parents) 
can have on the child’s benefits. 

Section 416.1851 (b) and (c) tells what 
effects a parent’s income and resources 
can have on his or her child’s benefits. 
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