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Social Security Administration § 422.440 

§ 422.430 When will we refund 
amounts of your pay withheld by 
administrative wage garnishment? 

If we find that you do not owe the 
debt or that we have no right to collect 
it, we will promptly refund to you any 
amount withheld from your disposable 
pay under this subpart that we re-
ceived and cancel any administrative 
wage garnishment order that we 
issued. Refunds under this section will 
not bear interest unless Federal law or 
contract requires interest. 

§ 422.435 What happens when we de-
cide to send an administrative wage 
garnishment order to your em-
ployer? 

(a) The wage garnishment order. The 
wage garnishment order that we send 
to your employer will contain only the 
information necessary for the employer 
to comply with the order. This infor-
mation includes: 

(1) Your name, address, and social se-
curity number, 

(2) The amount of the debt, 
(3) Information about the amount to 

be withheld, and 
(4) Information about where to send 

the withheld amount. 
(b) Electronic record of the garnishment 

order. We will keep an electronic record 
of the garnishment order that shows 
the date we mailed the order to your 
employer. 

(c) Employer certification. Along with 
the garnishment order, we will send 
your employer a certification form to 
complete about your employment sta-
tus and the amount of your disposable 
pay available for withholding. Your 
employer must complete the certifi-
cation and return it to us within 20 
days of receipt. 

(d) Amounts to be withheld from your 
disposable pay. After receipt of the gar-
nishment order issued under this sec-
tion, your employer must begin with-
holding from your disposable pay each 
payday the lesser of: 

(1) The amount indicated on the 
order (up to 15% of your disposable 
pay); or 

(2) The amount by which your dispos-
able pay exceeds thirty times the min-
imum wage as provided in 15 U.S.C. 
1673(a)(2). 

(e) Multiple withholding orders. If your 
disposable pay is subject to more than 
one withholding order, we apply the 
following rules to determine the 
amount that your employer will with-
hold from your disposable pay: 

(1) Unless otherwise provided by Fed-
eral law or paragraph (e)(2) of this sec-
tion, a garnishment order issued under 
this section has priority over other 
withholding orders served later in 
time. 

(2) Withholding orders for family sup-
port have priority over garnishment 
orders issued under this section. 

(3) If at the time we issue a garnish-
ment order to your employer amounts 
are already being withheld from your 
pay under another withholding order, 
or if a withholding order for family 
support is served on your employer at 
any time, the amounts to be withheld 
under this section will be the lesser of: 

(i) The amount calculated under 
paragraph (d) of this section; or 

(ii) The amount calculated by sub-
tracting the amount(s) withheld under 
the withholding order(s) with priority 
from 25% of your disposable pay. 

(4) If you owe more than one debt to 
us, we may issue multiple garnishment 
orders. If we issue more than one gar-
nishment order, the total amount to be 
withheld from your disposable pay 
under such orders will not exceed the 
amount set forth in paragraph (d) or 
(e)(3) of this section, as appropriate. 

(f) You may request that your employer 
withhold more. If you request in writing 
that your employer withhold more 
than the amount determined under 
paragraphs (d) or (e) of this section, we 
will order your employer to withhold 
the amount that you request. 

§ 422.440 What are your employer’s re-
sponsibilities under an administra-
tive wage garnishment order? 

(a) When withholding must begin. Your 
employer must withhold the appro-
priate amount from your disposable 
pay on each payday beginning on the 
first payday after receiving the gar-
nishment order issued under this sec-
tion. If the first payday is within 10 
days after your employer receives the 
order, then your employer must begin 
withholding on the first or second pay-
day after your employer receives the 
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