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Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs, Labor § 702.134 

work done, described with particu-
larity as to the professional status 
(e.g., attorney, paralegal, law clerk, or 
other person assisting an attorney) of 
each person performing such work, the 
normal billing rate for each such per-
son, and the hours devoted by each 
such person to each category of work. 
Any fee approved shall be reasonably 
commensurate with the necessary 
work done and shall take into account 
the quality of the representation, the 
complexity of the legal issues involved, 
and the amount of benefits awarded, 
and when the fee is to be assessed 
against the claimant, shall also take 
into account the financial cir-
cumstances of the claimant. No con-
tract pertaining to the amount of a fee 
shall be recognized. 

(b) No fee shall be approved for a rep-
resentative whose name appears on the 
Secretary’s list of disqualified rep-
resentatives under § 702.131(b). 

(c) Where fees are included in a set-
tlement agreement submitted under 
§ 702.241, et seq. approval of that agree-
ment shall be deemed approval of at-
torney fees for purposes of this sub-
section for work performed before the 
Administrative Law Judge or district 
director approving the settlement. 

[50 FR 394, Jan. 3, 1985] 

§ 702.133 Unapproved fees; solicitation 
of claimants; penalties. 

Under the provisions of section 28(e) 
of the Act, 33 U.S.C. 928(e), any person 
who receives any fees, other consider-
ation, or any gratuity on account of 
services rendered as a representative of 
a claimant, unless such consideration 
or gratuity is approved under § 702.132, 
or who makes it a business to solicit 
employment for an attorney, or for 
himself in respect of any claim under 
the Act, shall upon conviction thereof, 
for each offense be punished by a fine 
of not more than $1,000 or by imprison-
ment for not more than 1 year, or by 
both fine and imprisonment. 

§ 702.134 Payment of claimant’s attor-
ney’s fees in disputed claims. 

(a) If the employer or carrier declines 
to pay any compensation on or before 
the 30th day after receiving written no-
tice from the district director of a 
claim for compensation having been 

filed, on the ground that there is no li-
ability for compensation within the 
provisions of this Act, and the person 
seeking benefits shall thereafter have 
utilized the services of an attorney at 
law in the successful prosecution of his 
claim, there shall be awarded, in addi-
tion to the award of compensation, in a 
compensation order, a reasonable at-
torney’s fee against the employer or 
carrier in an amount approved by the 
person, administrative body or court 
before whom the service was per-
formed, which shall be paid directly by 
the employer or carrier to the attorney 
for the claimant in a lump sum after 
the compensation order becomes final 
(Act, section 28(a)). 

(b) If the employer or carrier pays or 
tenders payment of compensation with-
out an award pursuant to § 702.231 and 
section 14 (a) and (b) of this Act, and 
thereafter a controversy develops over 
the amount of additional compensa-
tion, if any, to which the employee 
may be entitled, the district director, 
administrative law judge, or Board 
shall set the matter for an informal 
conference and following such con-
ference the district director, adminis-
trative law judge, or Board shall rec-
ommend in writing a disposition of the 
controversy. If the employer or carrier 
refuses to accept such written rec-
ommendation, within 14 days after its 
receipt by them, they shall pay or ten-
der to the employee in writing the ad-
ditional compensation, if any, to which 
they believe the employee is entitled. 
If the employee refuses to accept such 
payment or tender of compensation, 
and thereafter utilizes the services of 
an attorney at law, and if the com-
pensation thereafter awarded is greater 
than the amount paid or tendered by 
the employer or carrier, a reasonable 
attorney’s fee based solely upon the 
difference between the amount awarded 
and the amount tendered or paid shall 
be awarded in addition to the amount 
of compensation. The foregoing sen-
tence shall not apply if the controversy 
relates to degree or length of dis-
ability, and if the employer or carrier 
offers to submit the case for evaluation 
by physicians employed or selected by 
the district director, as authorized by 
section 7(e) of the Act and § 702.408, and 
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