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§ 726.5 Effective date of insurance cov-
erage. 

Pursuant to section 422(c) of part C of 
title IV of the Act, no coal mine oper-
ator shall be responsible for the pay-
ment of any benefits whatsoever for 
any period prior to January 1, 1974. 
However, coal mine operators shall be 
liable as of January 1, 1974, for the pay-
ment of benefits in respect of claims 
which were filed under section 415 of 
part B of title IV of the Act after July 
1, 1973. Section 415(a)(3) requires the 
Secretary to notify any operator who 
may be liable for the payment of bene-
fits under part C of title IV beginning 
on January 1, 1974, of the pendency of a 
section 415 claim. Section 415(a)(5) de-
clares that any operator who has been 
notified of the pendency of a section 
415 claim shall be bound by the deter-
mination of the Secretary as to such 
operator’s liability and as to the claim-
ant’s entitlement to benefits as if the 
claim were filed under part C of title 
IV of the Act and section 422 thereof 
had been applicable to such operator. 
Therefore, even though no benefit pay-
ments shall be required of an operator 
prior to January 1, 1974, the liability 
for these payments may be finally ad-
judicated at any time after July 1, 1973. 
Neither the failure of an operator to 
exercise his right to participate in the 
adjudication of such a claim nor the 
failure of an operator to obtain insur-
ance coverage in respect of claims filed 
after June 30, 1973, but before January 
1, 1974, shall excuse such operator from 
his liability for the payment of bene-
fits to such claimants under part C of 
title IV of the Act. 

§ 726.6 The Office of Workers’ Com-
pensation Programs. 

The Office of Workers’ Compensation 
Programs (hereinafter the Office or 
OWCP) is that subdivision of the Em-
ployment Standards Administration of 
the U.S. Department of Labor which 
has been empowered by the Secretary 
of Labor to carry out his functions 
under section 415 and part C of title IV 
of the Act. As noted throughout this 
part 726 the Office shall perform a num-
ber of functions with respect to the 
regulation of both the self-insurance 
and commercial insurance programs. 
All correspondence with or submissions 

to the Office should be addressed as fol-
lows: 

Division of Coal Mine Workers’ Compensa-
tion, Office of Workers’ Compensation Pro-
grams, Employment Standards Adminis-
tration, U.S. Department of Labor, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20210 

§ 726.7 Forms, submission of informa-
tion. 

Any information required by this 
part 726 to be submitted to the Office of 
Workmen’s Compensation Programs or 
any other office or official of the De-
partment of Labor, shall be submitted 
on such forms or in such manner as the 
Secretary deems appropriate and has 
authorized from time to time for such 
purposes. 

§ 726.8 Definitions. 
In addition to the definitions pro-

vided in part 725 of this subchapter, the 
following definitions apply to this part: 

(a) Director means the Director, Of-
fice of Workers’ Compensation Pro-
grams, and includes any official of the 
Office of Workers’ Compensation Pro-
grams authorized by the Director to 
perform any of the functions of the Di-
rector under this part and part 725 of 
this subchapter. 

(b) Person includes any individual, 
partnership, corporation, association, 
business trust, legal representative, or 
organized group of persons. 

(c) Secretary means the Secretary of 
Labor or such other official as the Sec-
retary shall designate to carry out any 
responsibility under this part. 

(d) The terms employ and employment 
shall be construed as broadly as pos-
sible, and shall include any relation-
ship under which an operator retains 
the right to direct, control, or super-
vise the work performed by a miner, or 
any other relationship under which an 
operator derives a benefit from the 
work performed by a miner. Any indi-
viduals who participate with one or 
more persons in the mining of coal, 
such as owners, proprietors, partners, 
and joint venturers, whether they are 
compensated by wages, salaries, piece 
rates, shares, profits, or by any other 
means, shall be deemed employees. It 
is the specific intention of this para-
graph to disregard any financial ar-
rangement or business entity devised 
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by the actual owners or operators of a 
coal mine or coal mine-related enter-
prise to avoid the payment of benefits 
to miners who, based upon the eco-
nomic reality of their relationship to 
this enterprise, are, in fact, employees 
of the enterprise. 

Subpart B—Authorization of Self- 
Insurers 

§ 726.101 Who may be authorized to 
self-insure. 

(a) Pursuant to section 423 of part C 
of title IV of the Act, authorization to 
self-insure against liability incurred by 
coal mine operators on account of the 
total disability or death of miners due 
to pneumoconiosis may be granted or 
denied in the discretion of the Sec-
retary. The provisions of this subpart 
describe the minimum requirements 
established by the Secretary for deter-
mining whether any particular coal 
mine operator shall be authorized as a 
self-insurer. 

(b) The minimum requirements 
which must be met by any operator 
seeking authorization to self-insure are 
as follows: 

(1) The operator must, at the time of 
application, have been in the business 
of mining coal for at least the 3 con-
secutive years prior to such applica-
tion; and, 

(2) The operator must demonstrate 
the administrative capacity to fully 
service such claims as may be filed 
against him; and, 

(3) The operator’s average current as-
sets over the preceding 3 years (in com-
puting average current assets such op-
erator shall not include the amount of 
any negotiable securities which he may 
be required to deposit to secure his ob-
ligations under the Act) must exceed 
current liabilities by the sum of— 

(i) The estimated aggregate amount 
of black lung benefits (including med-
ical benefits) which such operator may 
expect to be required to pay during the 
ensuing year; and, 

(ii) The annual premium cost for any 
indemnity bond purchased; and 

(4) Such operator must obtain secu-
rity, in a form approved by the Office 
(see § 726.104) and in an amount to be 
determined by the Office (see § 726.105); 
and 

(5) No operator with fewer than 5 
full-time employee-miners shall be per-
mitted to self-insure. 

(c) No operator who is unable to meet 
the requirements of this section should 
apply for authorization to self-insure 
and no application for self-insurance 
shall be approved by the Office until 
such time as the amount prescribed by 
the Office has been secured in accord-
ance with this subpart. 

§ 726.102 Application for authority to 
become a self-insurer; how filed; in-
formation to be submitted. 

(a) How filed. Application for author-
ity to become a self-insurer shall be ad-
dressed to the Office and be made on a 
form provided by the Office. Such ap-
plication shall be signed by the appli-
cant over his typewritten name and if 
the applicant is not an individual, by 
the principal officer of the applicant 
duly authorized to make such applica-
tion over his typewritten name and of-
ficial designation and shall be sworn to 
by him. If the applicant is a corpora-
tion, the corporate seal shall be af-
fixed. The application shall be filed 
with the Office in Washington, D.C. 

(b) Information to be submitted. Each 
application for authority to self-insure 
shall contain: 

(1) A statement of the employer’s 
payroll report for each of the preceding 
3 years; 

(2) A statement of the average num-
ber of employees engaged in employ-
ment within the purview of the Act for 
each of the preceding 3 years; 

(3) A list of the mine or mines to be 
covered by any particular self-insur-
ance agreement. Each such mine or 
mines listed shall be described by name 
and reference shall be made to the Fed-
eral Identification Number assigned 
such mine by the Bureau of Mines, U.S. 
Department of the Interior; 

(4) A certified itemized statement of 
the gross and net assets and liabilities 
of the operator for each of the 3 pre-
ceding years in such manner as pre-
scribed by the Office; 

(5) A statement demonstrating the 
applicant’s administrative capacity to 
provide or procure adequate servicing 
for a claim including both medical and 
dollar claims; and 
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