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§ 41.86 Certain spouses and children of 
lawful permanent resident aliens. 

(a) Definition of ‘‘remains pending’’. 
For the purposes of this section, a visa 
application ‘‘remains pending’’ if the 
applicant has applied for an immigrant 
visa in accordance with the definition 
in part 40, § 40.1(l)(2) and the visa has 
neither been issued, nor refused for any 
reason under applicable law and regula-
tion. 

(b) Entitlement to classification. A con-
sular officer may classify an alien as a 
nonimmigrant under INA 101(a)(15)(V) 
if: 

(1) The consular officer has received 
notification from the Department of 
State or the Department of Justice 
that a petition to accord status to the 
alien as a spouse or child pursuant to 
INA 203(a)(2)(A) was filed on or before 
December 21, 2000; or 

(2) The alien is eligible to derive ben-
efits pursuant to INA 203(d) as a child 
of an alien described in paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section and such alien has quali-
fied for V classification; and 

(3) It has been three years or more 
since the filing date of the petition de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion and applicable to paragraph (b)(2) 
of this section and either: 

(i) The petition has not been ap-
proved; or 

(ii) If it has been approved, either no 
immigrant visa number is immediately 
available or the alien’s application for 
adjustment of status or the alien’s ap-
plication for a visa remains pending. 

(c) Eligibility as an immigrant required. 
The consular officer, insofar as prac-
ticable, must determine the eligibility 
of an alien described in paragraph (b) of 
this section to receive a nonimmigrant 
visa under INA 101(a)(15)(V), other than 
an alien who previously has been 
granted V status in the United States 
by DHS, as if the alien were an appli-
cant for an immigrant visa, except that 
the alien is exempt from the vaccina-
tion requirement of INA 212(a)(1), the 
labor certification requirement of INA 
212(a)(5) and the unlawful presence in-
eligibility of INA 212(a)(9)(B). 

(d) Place of application. Notwith-
standing the requirements of § 41.101, in 
determining the place of application 
for an alien seeking a visa pursuant to 
INA 101(a)(15)(V) the requirements of 

part 42, §§ 42.61(a) and (b)(1) of this 
chapter will apply. 

[66 FR 19393, Apr. 16, 2001] 

Subpart J—Application for 
Nonimmigrant Visa 

§ 41.101 Place of application. 
(a) Application for regular visa made at 

jurisdictional consular office of alien’s 
residence or physical presence. (1) An 
alien applying for a nonimmigrant visa 
shall make application at a consular 
office having jurisdiction over the 
alien’s place of residence, or if the 
alien is a resident of Taiwan, at the 
American Institute in Taiwan, unless— 

(i) The alien is physically present in 
the United States and is entitled to 
apply for issuance or reissuance of a 
visa under the provisions of § 41.111(b); 
or 

(ii) A consular office having jurisdic-
tion over the area in which the alien is 
physically present but not resident has 
agreed, as a matter of discretion or at 
the direction of the Department, to ac-
cept the alien’s application; or 

(iii) The alien is subject to INA 222(g) 
and must apply as set forth in para-
graph (b) or (c) of this section. 

(2) The Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for Visa Services is authorized 
to designate the geographical area for 
which each consular office possesses ju-
risdiction to process nonimmigrant 
visa applications. 

(b) Place of application for persons sub-
ject to INA 222(g). Notwithstanding the 
requirements of paragraph (a) of this 
section, an alien whose prior non-
immigrant visa has been voided pursu-
ant to INA 222(g), who is applying for a 
new nonimmigrant visa, shall make ap-
plication at a consular office which has 
jurisdiction in or for the country of the 
alien’s nationality unless extraor-
dinary circumstances have been deter-
mined to exist with respect to that 
alien as set forth in paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(c) Exceptions based on extraordinary 
circumstances. (1) An alien physician 
serving in underserved areas of the 
United States under the provisions of 
INA 214(l) for whom an application for 
a waiver of the 2-year foreign residence 
requirement and/or a petition to accord 
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H–1B status was filed prior to the end 
of the alien’s authorized period of stay 
and was subsequently approved, but 
whose authorized stay expired during 
the adjudication of such application(s), 
shall make application in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this section. 

(2) Any other individual or group 
whose circumstances are determined to 
be extraordinary, in accordance with 
paragraph (d)(1) of this section, by the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Visa 
Services upon the favorable rec-
ommendation of an immigration or 
consular officer, shall make applica-
tion in accordance with paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

(3) An alien who has, or immediately 
prior to the alien’s last entry into the 
United States had, a residence in a 
country other than the country of the 
alien’s nationality shall apply at a con-
sular office with jurisdiction in or for 
the country of residence. 

(4) An alien who is a national and 
resident of a country in which there is 
no United States consular office shall 
apply at a consular office designated by 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Visa Services to accept immigrant visa 
applications from persons of that na-
tionality. 

(5) An alien who possesses more than 
one nationality and who has, or imme-
diately prior to the alien’s last entry 
into the United States had, a residence 
in one of the countries of the alien’s 
nationality shall apply at a consular 
office in the country of such residence. 

(d) Definitions relevant to INA 222(g). 
(1) Extraordinary circumstances—Ex-
traordinary circumstances may be 
found where compelling humanitarian 
or national interests exist or where 
necessary for the effective administra-
tion of the immigration laws. Extraor-
dinary circumstances shall not be 
found upon the basis of convenience or 
financial burden to the alien, the 
alien’s relative, or the alien’s em-
ployer. 

(2) Nationality—For purposes of 
paragraph (b) of this section, a state-
less person shall be considered to be a 
national of the country which issued 
the alien’s travel document. 

(e) Regular visa defined. ‘‘Regular 
visa’’ means a nonimmigrant visa of 
any classification which does not bear 

the title ‘‘Diplomatic’’ or ‘‘Official.’’ A 
nonimmigrant visa is issued as a reg-
ular visa unless the alien falls within 
one of the classes entitled to a diplo-
matic or an official visa as described in 
§ 41.26(c) or § 41.27(c). 

(f) Q–2 nonimmigrant visas. The Amer-
ican Consulate General at Belfast is 
designated to accept applications for 
the Q–2 visa from residents of the geo-
graphic area of Northern Ireland. The 
American Embassy at Dublin is des-
ignated to accept applications for Q–2 
visas from residents of the geographic 
area of the counties of Louth, 
Monaghan, Cavan, Leitrim, Sligo, and 
Donegal in the Republic of Ireland. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section, an applicant for a Q–2 visa 
may not apply at any other consular 
post. Consular officers at the Consulate 
General at Belfast and at the Embassy 
at Dublin have discretion to accept ap-
plications for Q–2 visas from aliens who 
are resident in a qualifying geographic 
area outside of their respective con-
sular districts, but who are physically 
present in their consular district. 

[52 FR 42597, Nov. 5, 1987; 53 FR 9112, Mar. 21, 
1988, as amended at 61 FR 1522, Jan. 22, 1996; 
61 FR 53058, Oct. 10, 1996; 61 FR 56439, Nov. 1, 
1996; 63 FR 671, Jan. 7, 1998; 63 FR 36366, July 
6, 1998; 65 FR 14771, Mar. 17, 2000; 66 FR 38542, 
July 25, 2001; 67 FR 66046, Oct. 30, 2002] 

§ 41.102 Personal appearance of appli-
cant. 

(a) Personal appearance before a con-
sular officer is required except as oth-
erwise provided in this section. Except 
when the requirement of personal ap-
pearance has been waived pursuant to 
paragraph (b) or (c) of this section, 
each applicant for a nonimmigrant visa 
must personally appear before and be 
interviewed by a consular officer, who 
shall determine on the basis of the ap-
plicant’s representations, the visa ap-
plication and other relevant docu-
mentation: 

(1) The proper nonimmigrant classi-
fication, if any, of the alien; and 

(2) The alien’s eligibility to receive a 
visa. 

(b) Waivers of personal appearance by 
consular officers. Except as provided in 
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paragraph (d) of this section or as oth-
erwise instructed by the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary of State for Visa Serv-
ices, a consular officer may waive the 
requirement of personal appearance in 
the case of any alien who the consular 
officer concludes presents no national 
security concerns requiring an inter-
view and who: 

(1) Is a child under 14 years of age; 
(2) Is a person over 79 years of age; 
(3) Is within a class of non-

immigrants classifiable under the visa 
symbols A–1, A–2, C–2, C–3 (except at-
tendants, servants, or personal employ-
ees of accredited officials), G–1, G–2, G– 
3, G–4, NATO–1, NATO–2, NATO–3, 
NATO–4, NATO–5, or NATO–6 and who 
is seeking a visa in such classification; 

(4) Is an applicant for a diplomatic or 
official visa as described in §§ 41.26 or 
41.27 of this chapter, respectively; 

(5) Is an applicant who within 12 
months of the expiration of the appli-
cant’s previously issued visa is seeking 
re-issuance of a nonimmigrant biomet-
ric visa in the same classification at 
the consular post of the applicant’s 
usual residence, and for whom the con-
sular officer has no indication of visa 
ineligibility or of noncompliance with 
U.S. immigration laws and regulations; 
or 

(6) Is an alien for whom a waiver of 
personal appearance is warranted in 
the national interest or because of un-
usual circumstances. 

(c) Waivers of personal appearance by 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State. 
Except as provided in paragraph (d) of 
this section, the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Visa Services may waive the 
personal appearance before a consular 
officer of an individual applicant or a 
class of applicants if the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary finds that the waiver 
of personal appearance is warranted in 
the national interest or because of un-
usual circumstances and that national 
security concerns do not require an 
interview. 

(d) Cases in which personal appearance 
may not be waived. A consular officer or 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State may not waive personal appear-
ance for: 

(1) Any NIV applicant who is not a 
national or resident of the country in 
which he or she is applying, unless the 

applicant is eligible for a waiver of the 
interview under paragraphs (b)(3) or 
(b)(4) of this section. 

(2) Any NIV applicant who was pre-
viously refused a visa, is listed in 
CLASS, or who otherwise requires a 
Security Advisory Opinion, unless: 

(i) The visa was refused temporarily 
and the refusal was subsequently over-
come; 

(ii) The alien was found inadmissible, 
but the inadmissibility was waived; or 

(iii) The applicant is eligible for a 
waiver of the interview under para-
graphs (b)(3) or (b)(4) of this section. 

(3) Any NIV applicant who is from a 
country designated by the Secretary of 
State as a state sponsor of terrorism, 
regardless of age, or in a group des-
ignated by the Secretary of State 
under section 222(h)(2)(F) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act, unless the 
applicant is eligible for a waiver under 
paragraphs (b)(3) or (b)(4) of this sec-
tion. 

(e) Unusual circumstances. As used in 
this section, unusual circumstances 
shall include, but not be limited to, an 
emergency or unusual hardship. 

[68 FR 40128, July 7, 2003, as amended at 71 
FR 75663, Dec. 18, 2006] 

§ 41.103 Filing an application. 

(a) Filing an application—(1) Filing of 
application required. Every alien seek-
ing a nonimmigrant visa must make an 
electronic application on Form DS–160 
or, as directed by a consular officer, an 
application on Form DS–156. The Form 
DS–160 must be signed electronically 
by clicking the box designated ‘‘Sign 
Application’’ in the certification sec-
tion of the application. 

(2) Filing of an electronic application 
(Form DS–160) or Form DS–156 by alien 
under 16 or physically incapable. The ap-
plication for an alien under 16 years of 
age or one physically incapable of com-
pleting an application may be com-
pleted and executed by the alien’s par-
ent or guardian, or if the alien has no 
parent or guardian, by any person hav-
ing legal custody of, or a legitimate in-
terest in, the alien. 

(3) Waiver of filing of application when 
personal appearance is waived. Even if 
personal appearance of a visa applicant 
is waived pursuant to 22 CFR 41.102, the 
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requirement for filing an application is 
not waived. 

(b) Application—(1) Preparation of 
Electronic Nonimmigrant Visa Application 
(Form DS–160) or, alternatively, Form DS– 
156. The consular officer shall ensure 
that the application is fully and prop-
erly completed in accordance with the 
applicable regulations and instruc-
tions. 

(2) Additional requirements and infor-
mation as part of application. Applicants 
who are required to appear for a per-
sonal interview must provide a biomet-
ric, which will serve to authenticate 
identity and additionally verify the ac-
curacy and truthfulness of the state-
ments in the application at the time of 
interview. The consular officer may re-
quire the submission of additional nec-
essary information or question an alien 
on any relevant matter whenever the 
consular officer believes that the infor-
mation provided in the application is 
inadequate to permit a determination 
of the alien’s eligibility to receive a 
nonimmigrant visa. Additional state-
ments made by the alien become a part 
of the visa application. All documents 
required by the consular officer under 
the authority of § 41.105(a) are consid-
ered papers submitted with the alien’s 
application within the meaning of INA 
221(g)(1). 

(3) Signature. The Form DS–160 shall 
be signed electronically by clicking the 
box designated ‘‘Sign Application’’ in 
the certification section of the applica-
tion. This electronic signature attests 
to the applicant’s familiarity with and 
intent to be bound by all statements in 
the NIV application under penalty of 
perjury. Alternatively, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, the Form DS–156 shall be signed 
by the applicant, with intent to be 
bound by all statement in the NIV ap-
plication under penalty of perjury. 

(4) Registration. The Form DS–160 or 
the Form DS–156, when duly executed, 
constitutes the alien’s registration for 
the purposes of INA 221(b). 

[73 FR 23068, Apr. 29, 2008] 

§ 41.104 Passport requirements. 
(a) Passports defined. ‘‘Passport’’ as 

defined in INA 101(a)(30) is not limited 
to a national passport or to a single 
document. A passport may consist of 

two or more documents which, when 
considered together, fulfill the require-
ments of a passport, provided that the 
documentary evidence of permission to 
enter a foreign country has been issued 
by a competent authority and clearly 
meets the requirements of INA 
101(a)(30). 

(b) Passport requirement. Except for 
certain persons in the A, C–3, G, and 
NATO classifications and persons for 
whom the passport requirement has 
been waived pursuant to the provisions 
of INA 212(d)(4), every applicant for a 
nonimmigrant visa is required to 
present a passport, as defined above 
and in INA 101(a)(30), which is valid for 
the period required by INA 
212(a)(7)(B)(i)(I). 

(c) A single passport including more 
than one person. The passport require-
ment for a nonimmigrant visa may be 
met by the presentation of a passport 
including more than one person, if such 
inclusion is authorized under the laws 
or regulations of the issuing authority 
and if a photograph of each visa appli-
cant 16 years of age or over has been 
attached to the passport by the issuing 
authority. 

(d) Applicants for diplomatic visas. 
Every applicant for a diplomatic visa 
must present a diplomatic passport, or 
the equivalent thereof, having the pe-
riod of validity required by INA 
212(a)(7)(B)(i)(I), unless such require-
ment has been waived pursuant to the 
authority contained in INA 212(d)(4) or 
unless the case falls within the provi-
sions of § 41.21(b). 

[52 FR 42597, Nov. 5, 1987, as amended at 56 
FR 30428, July 2, 1991; 61 FR 1522, Jan. 22, 
1996; 61 FR 53058, Oct. 10, 1996; 66 FR 38543, 
July 25, 2001; 67 FR 66046, Oct. 30, 2002] 

§ 41.105 Supporting documents and 
fingerprinting. 

(a) Supporting documents—(1) Author-
ity to require documents. The consular 
officer is authorized to require docu-
ments considered necessary to estab-
lish the alien’s eligibility to receive a 
nonimmigrant visa. All documents and 
other evidence presented by the alien, 
including briefs submitted by attor-
neys or other representatives, shall be 
considered by the consular officer. 
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(2) Unobtainable documents. If the con-
sular officer is satisfied that a docu-
ment or record required under the au-
thority of this section is unobtainable, 
the consular officer may accept satis-
factory alternative pertinent evidence. 
A document or other record shall be 
considered unobtainable if it cannot be 
procured without causing the applicant 
or a member of the applicant’s family 
actual hardship as distinct from nor-
mal delay and inconvenience. 

(3) Photographs required. Every appli-
cant for a nonimmigrant visa must fur-
nish a photograph in such numbers as 
the consular officer may require. Pho-
tographs must be a reasonable like-
ness, 11⁄2 by 11⁄2 inches in size, 
unmounted, and showing a full, front- 
face view of the applicant against a 
light background. At the discretion of 
the consular officer, head coverings 
may be permitted provided they do not 
interfere with the full, front-face view 
of the applicant. The applicant must 
sign (full name) on the reverse side of 
the photographs. The consular officer 
may use a previously submitted photo-
graph, if he is satisfied that it bears a 
reasonable likeness to the applicant. 

(4) Police certificates. A police certifi-
cate is a certification by the police or 
other appropriate authorities stating 
what, if anything, their records show 
concerning the alien. An applicant for 
a nonimmigrant visa is required to 
present a police certificate if the con-
sular officer has reason to believe that 
a police or criminal record exists, ex-
cept that no police certificate is re-
quired in the case of an alien who is 
within a class of nonimmigrants classi-
fiable under visa symbols A–1, A–2, C–3, 
G–1 through G–4, NATO–1 through 
NATO–4 or NATO–6. 

(b) Fingerprinting. Every applicant for 
a nonimmigrant visa must furnish fin-
gerprints, as required by the consular 
officer. 

[52 FR 42597, Nov. 5, 1987; 53 FR 9112, 9172, 
Mar. 21, 1988, as amended at 61 FR 1522, Jan. 
22, 1996; 61 FR 53058, Oct. 10, 1996; 64 FR 13510, 
Mar. 19, 1999; 67 FR 8478, Feb. 25, 2002; 72 FR 
74175, Dec. 31, 2007; 73 FR 49092, Aug. 20, 2008] 

§ 41.106 Processing. 
Consular officers must ensure that 

the Form DS–160 or, alternatively, 
Form DS–156 is properly and promptly 

processed in accordance with the appli-
cable regulations and instructions. 

[73 FR 23069, Apr. 29, 2008] 

§ 41.107 Visa fees. 
(a) Fees based on reciprocity. The fees 

for the issuance of visas, including offi-
cial visas, to nonimmigrant nationals 
or stateless residents of each foreign 
country shall be collected in the 
amounts prescribed by the Secretary of 
State unless, on the basis of reci-
procity, no fee is chargeable. If prac-
ticable, fees will correspond to the 
total amount of all visa, entry, resi-
dence, or other similar fees, taxes or 
charges assessed or levied against na-
tionals of the United States by the for-
eign countries of which such non-
immigrants are nationals or stateless 
residents. 

(b) Fees when more than one alien in-
cluded in visa. A single nonimmigrant 
visa may be issued to include all eligi-
ble family members if the spouse and 
unmarried minor children of a prin-
cipal alien are included in one pass-
port. Each alien must execute a sepa-
rate application. The name of each 
family member shall be inserted in the 
space provided in the visa stamp. The 
visa fee to be collected shall equal the 
total of the fees prescribed by the Sec-
retary of State for each alien included 
in the visa, unless upon a basis of reci-
procity a lesser fee is chargeable. 

(c) Certain aliens exempted from fees. 
(1) Upon a basis of reciprocity, or as 
provided in section 13(a) of the Head-
quarters Agreement with the United 
Nations (61 Stat. 716; 22 U.S.C. 287, 
Note), no fee shall be collected for the 
application for or issuance of a non-
immigrant visa to an alien who is with-
in a class of nonimmigrants classifi-
able under the visa symbols A, G, C–2, 
C–3, or NATO, or B–1 issued for partici-
pation in an official observer mission 
to the United Nations, or who is issued 
a diplomatic visa as defined in § 41.26. 

(2) The consular officer shall waive 
the nonimmigrant visa application and 
issuance fees for an alien who will be 
engaging in charitable activities for a 
charitable organization upon the writ-
ten request of the charitable organiza-
tion claiming that it will find the fees 
a financial burden, if the consular offi-
cer is satisfied that: 
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(i) The organization seeking relief 
from the fees is, if based in the United 
States, tax-exempt as a charitable or-
ganization under the provisions of sec-
tion 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code (26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3)); if a foreign 
organization based outside the United 
States in a country having laws ac-
cording recognition to charitable insti-
tutions, that it establishes that it is 
recognized as a charitable institution 
by that government; and if a foreign 
organization based in a country with-
out such laws, that it is engaged in ac-
tivities substantially similar to those 
underlying section 501(c)(3), and 

(ii) The charitable activities in which 
the alien will engage are specified and 
will be a part of, or will be related to 
and in support of, the organization’s 
provision of services, including but not 
limited to health care, food and hous-
ing, job training, and similar direct 
services and assistance to the poor and 
needy, and 

(iii) The request includes the loca-
tion of the proposed activities, the 
number and identifying data of each of 
the alien(s) who will be applying for 
visas, and 

(iv) The proposed duration of the 
alien(s)’s temporary stay in the United 
States is reasonably consistent with 
the charitable purpose for which the 
alien(s) seek to enter the United 
States. 

(3) Foreign national employees of the 
U. S. Government who are travelling to 
the United States on official business 
in connection with that employment. 

(d) Refund of fees. A fee collected for 
the issuance of a nonimmigrant visa is 
refundable only if the principal officer 
at a post or the officer in charge of a 
consular section determines that the 
visa was issued in error or could not be 
used as a result of action taken by the 
U.S. Government for which the alien 
was not responsible and over which the 
alien had no control. 

(e)(1) Visa processing surcharge. In ad-
dition to the collection of the fee pre-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section, 
a consular officer shall collect or en-
sure the collection of a surcharge for 
the processing of applications for ma-
chine readable nonimmigrant visas and 
for machine readable combined border 
crossing cards in the amount specified 

by the Secretary of State from such ap-
plicants as the Secretary of State shall 
designate. Such surcharge is refundable 
only if, as a result of action taken by 
the U.S. Government for which the 
alien was not responsible and over 
which the alien had no control, the 
alien’s application is not processed. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (e)(1) 
of this section, a consular officer shall 
collect or insure the collection of a 
processing fee for a machine-readable 
combined border crossing card and non-
immigrant visa in an amount deter-
mined by the Secretary and set forth in 
22 CFR 22.1 to be sufficient only to 
cover the cost for manufacturing the 
combined card and visa if: 

(i) The alien is a Mexican citizen 
under the age of 15; 

(ii) The alien is applying in Mexico; 
and 

(iii) The alien has at least one parent 
or guardian who has a visa or is apply-
ing for a machine-readable combined 
border crossing card and visa. 

[52 FR 42597, Nov. 5, 1987, as amended at 59 
FR 25325, May 16, 1994; 63 FR 24108, May 1, 
1998; 63 FR 52970, Oct. 2, 1998; 65 FR 52307, 
Aug. 29, 2000; 66 FR 17511, Apr. 2, 2001; 66 FR 
38543, July 25, 2001; 67 FR 38893, June 6, 2002; 
67 FR 66046, Oct. 30, 2002] 

§ 41.108 Medical examination. 
(a) Requirements for medical examina-

tion. An applicant for a nonimmigrant 
visa shall be required to take a medical 
examination if: 

(1) The alien is an applicant for a K 
nonimmigrant visa as a fiance(e) of a 
U.S. citizen or as the child of such an 
applicant; or, 

(2) The alien is seeking admission for 
medical treatment and the consular of-
ficer considers a medical examination 
advisable; or, 

(3) The consular officer has reason to 
believe that a medical examination 
might disclose that the alien is medi-
cally ineligible to receive a visa. 

(b) Examination by panel physician. 
The required examination, which must 
be carried out in accordance with 
United States Public Health Service 
regulations, shall be conducted by a 
physician selected by the alien from a 
panel of physicians approved by the 
consular officer or, if the alien is in the 
United States, by a medical officer of 
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the United States Public Health Serv-
ice or by a contract physician from a 
list of physicians approved by the DHS 
for the examination of INA 245 adjust-
ment of status applicants. 

(c) Panel physician facility require-
ments. A consular officer may not in-
clude the name of a physician on the 
panel of physicians referred to in para-
graph (b) of this section unless the phy-
sician has facilities to perform re-
quired serological and X-ray tests or is 
in a position to refer applicants to a 
qualified laboratory for such tests. 

Subpart K—Issuance of 
Nonimmigrant Visa 

§ 41.111 Authority to issue visa. 

(a) Issuance outside the United States. 
Any consular officer is authorized to 
issue regular and official visas. Diplo-
matic visas may be issued only by: 

(1) A consular officer attached to a 
U.S. diplomatic mission, if authorized 
to do so by the Chief of Mission; or 

(2) A consular officer assigned to a 
consular office under the jurisdiction 
of a diplomatic mission, if so author-
ized by the Department or the Chief, 
Deputy Chief, or Counselor for Con-
sular Affairs of that mission, or, if as-
signed to a consular post not under the 
jurisdiction of a diplomatic mission, by 
the principal officer of that post. 

(b) Issuance in the United States in cer-
tain cases. The Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Visa Services and such offi-
cers of the Department as the former 
may designate are authorized, in their 
discretion, to issue nonimmigrant 
visas, including diplomatic visas, to: 

(1) Qualified aliens who are currently 
maintaining status and are properly 
classifiable in the A, C–2, C–3, G or 
NATO category and intend to reenter 
the United States in that status after a 
temporary absence abroad and who 
also present evidence that: 

(i) They have been lawfully admitted 
in that status or have, after admission, 
had their classification changed to that 
status; and 

(ii) Their period of authorized stay in 
the United States in that status has 
not expired; and 

(2) Other qualified aliens who: 

(i) Are currently maintaining status 
in the E, H, I, L, O, or P nonimmigrant 
category; 

(ii) Intend to reenter the United 
States in that status after a temporary 
absence abroad; and 

(iii) Who also present evidence that: 
(A) They were previously issued visas 

at a consular office abroad and admit-
ted to the United States in the status 
which they are currently maintaining; 
and 

(B) Their period of authorized admis-
sion in that status has not expired. 

[52 FR 42597, Nov. 5, 1987, as amended at 66 
FR 12738, Feb. 28, 2001] 

§ 41.112 Validity of visa. 
(a) Significance of period of validity of 

visa. The period of validity of a non-
immigrant visa is the period during 
which the alien may use it in making 
application for admission. The period 
of visa validity has no relation to the 
period of time the immigration au-
thorities at a port of entry may au-
thorize the alien to stay in the United 
States. 

(b) Validity of visa and number of ap-
plications for admission. (1) Except as 
provided in paragraphs (c) and (d) of 
this section, a nonimmigrant visa shall 
have the validity prescribed in sched-
ules provided to consular officers by 
the Department, reflecting insofar as 
practicable the reciprocal treatment 
accorded U.S. nationals, U.S. perma-
nent residents, or aliens granted ref-
ugee status in the U.S. by the govern-
ment of the country of which the alien 
is a national, permanent resident, ref-
ugee or stateless resident. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section, United States non-
immigrant visas shall have a maximum 
validity period of 10 years. 

(3) An unexpired visa is valid for ap-
plication for admission even if the 
passport in which the visa is stamped 
has expired, provided the alien is also 
in possession of a valid passport issued 
by the authorities of the country of 
which the alien is a national. 

(c) Limitation on validity. If warranted 
in an individual case, a consular officer 
may issue a nonimmigrant visa for: 

(1) A period of validity that is less 
than that prescribed on a basis of reci-
procity, 
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