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refreshments of nominal value on in-
frequent occasions in the ordinary 
course of a luncheon or dinner meeting 
or other meeting or on an inspection 
tour where an employee may properly 
be in attendance. 

(d) Acceptance permitted for AID em-
ployees. For AID employees the provi-
sions of paragraph (a) of this section do 
not apply in the following situations: 

(1) Acceptance of food, refreshments, 
or entertainment of nominal value on 
infrequent occasions offered in the or-
dinary course of luncheons, dinners, or 
other meetings and gatherings hosted 
by foreign governments or agencies and 
officials thereof, embassies, and inter-
national organizations, where the pri-
mary purpose of the function is rep-
resentational or social, rather than the 
transaction of business. Where the pri-
mary purpose of the function is the 
transaction of business, acceptance is 
not permitted, except if there is jus-
tification and reporting in accordance 
with paragraph (d)(4) of this section. 

(2) Participation in widely attended 
lunches, dinners, and similar gath-
erings sponsored by industrial, tech-
nical, and professional associations for 
the discussion of matters of mutual in-
terest to Government and industry. 

(3) Acceptance of food, refreshments, 
or entertainment in the unusual situa-
tion where the employee, by virtue of 
the location of the person, firm, cor-
poration, or other entity, or the regu-
lations governing its dining facilities, 
finds it inconvenient or impracticable 
not to accept the offer. Each case of ac-
ceptance shall be reported in accord-
ance with the requirement of para-
graph (d)(4) of this section. In no other 
case shall employees accept food, re-
freshments, or entertainment from pri-
vate corporations, entities, firms, or 
individual contractors at occasions 
which are other than widely attended 
functions whose purposes are unrelated 
to Agency business. 

(4) In exceptional circumstances 
where acceptance of food, refresh-
ments, or entertainment is not author-
ized by paragraphs (d) (1), (2), and (3) of 
this section, but where, in the judg-
ment of the individual concerned, the 
Government’s interest would be served 
by such acceptance directly or indi-
rectly from any foreign government, 

agency, or official thereof or a private 
person, firm, corporation, or other en-
tity which is engaged or is endeavoring 
to engage in business transactions of 
any sort with AID, an employee may 
accept the offer: Provided, That a re-
port of the circumstances, together 
with the employee’s statement as to 
how the Government’s interests were 
served, will be made within 48 hours to 
the employee’s supervisor, or, if the 
employee is serving abroad, or on tem-
porary duty abroad, to the Mission Di-
rector. 

(e) Gifts to superiors. An employee 
shall for a gift to an official superior, 
make a donation as a gift to an official 
superior, or accept a gift from an em-
ployee receiving less pay than the em-
ployee (5 U.S.C. 7351). However, this 
paragraph does not prohibit a vol-
untary gift of nominal value or dona-
tion in a nominal amount made on a 
special occasion such as marriage, ill-
ness, or retirement. 

(f) Neither this section nor § 1203.735–204 
precludes an employee from receipt of 
bona fide reimbursement, unless pro-
hibited by law, for expenses of travel 
and such other necessary subsistence 
as is compatible with this part for 
which no Government payment or re-
imbursement is made. However, this 
paragraph does not allow an employee 
to be reimbursed, or payment to be 
made on the employee’s behalf, for ex-
cessive personal living expenses, gifts, 
entertainment, or other personal bene-
fits, nor does it allow an employee to 
be reimbursed by a person for travel on 
official business under agency orders 
when reimbursement is proscribed by 
Decision B–128527 of the Comptroller 
General dated March 7, 1967. 

§ 1203.735–203 Gifts from foreign gov-
ernments. 

An employee shall not accept a gift, 
present, decoration, or other thing 
from a foreign government unless au-
thorized by Congress as provided by the 
Constitution and in 5 U.S.C. 7342, and 
the regulations promulgated there-
under pursuant to E.O. 11320, 31 FR 
15789. These regulations are set forth in 
part 3 of this title (as added, 32 FR 6569, 
Apr. 28, 1967), and in 3 FAM 621. 
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