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involves projects in a metropolitan 
planning area(s), the affected MPO(s) 
must concur in the request. If the 
delay was due to the development and 
approval of a metropolitan TIP(s), the 
affected MPO(s) must provide sup-
porting information, in writing, for the 
request. 

(d) Where necessary in order to main-
tain or establish highway and transit 
operations, the FHWA and the FTA 
may approve operating assistance for 
specific projects or programs, even 
though the projects or programs may 
not be included in an approved STIP. 

§ 450.220 Project selection from the 
STIP. 

(a) Except as provided in § 450.216(g) 
and § 450.218(d), only projects in a 
FHWA/FTA approved STIP shall be eli-
gible for funds administered by the 
FHWA or the FTA. 

(b) In metropolitan planning areas, 
transportation projects proposed for 
funds administered by the FHWA or 
the FTA shall be selected from the ap-
proved STIP in accordance with project 
selection procedures provided in 
§ 450.330. 

(c) In non-metropolitan areas, trans-
portation projects undertaken on the 
National Highway System, under the 
Bridge and Interstate Maintenance pro-
grams in title 23 U.S.C. and under sec-
tions 5310, 5311, 5316, and 5317 of title 49 
U.S.C. Chapter 53 shall be selected from 
the approved STIP by the State in con-
sultation with the affected non-metro-
politan local officials with responsi-
bility for transportation. 

(d) Federal Lands Highway program 
projects shall be selected from the ap-
proved STIP in accordance with the 
procedures developed pursuant to 23 
U.S.C. 204. 

(e) The projects in the first year of an 
approved STIP shall constitute an 
‘‘agreed to’’ list of projects for subse-
quent scheduling and implementation. 
No further action under paragraphs (b) 
through (d) of this section is required 
for the implementing agency to pro-
ceed with these projects. If Federal 
funds available are significantly less 
than the authorized amounts, or where 
there is significant shifting of projects 
among years, § 450.330(a) provides for a 
revised list of ‘‘agreed to’’ projects to 

be developed upon the request of the 
State, MPO, or public transportation 
operator(s). If an implementing agency 
wishes to proceed with a project in the 
second, third, or fourth year of the 
STIP, the procedures in paragraphs (b) 
through (d) of this section or expedited 
procedures that provide for the ad-
vancement of projects from the second, 
third, or fourth years of the STIP may 
be used, if agreed to by all parties in-
volved in the selection process. 

§ 450.222 Applicability of NEPA to 
statewide transportation plans and 
programs. 

Any decision by the Secretary con-
cerning a long-range statewide trans-
portation plan or STIP developed 
through the processes provided for in 23 
U.S.C. 135, 49 U.S.C. 5304, and this sub-
part shall not be considered to be a 
Federal action subject to review under 
NEPA. 

§ 450.224 Phase-in of new require-
ments. 

(a) Long-range statewide transpor-
tation plans and STIPs adopted or ap-
proved prior to July 1, 2007 may be de-
veloped using the TEA–21 requirements 
or the provisions and requirements of 
this part. 

(b) For STIPs that are developed 
under TEA–21 requirements prior to 
July 1, 2007, the FHWA/FTA action (i.e., 
STIP approval) must be completed no 
later than June 30, 2007. For long-range 
statewide transportation plans that are 
completed under TEA–21 requirements 
prior to July 1, 2007, the State adoption 
action must be completed no later than 
June 30, 2007. If these actions are com-
pleted on or after July 1, 2007, the pro-
visions and requirements of this part 
shall take effect, regardless of when 
the long-range statewide transpor-
tation plan or the STIP were devel-
oped. 

(c) The applicable action (see para-
graph (b) of this section) on any 
amendments or updates to STIPs or 
long-range statewide transportation 
plans on or after July 1, 2007, shall be 
based on the provisions and require-
ments of this part. However, adminis-
trative modifications may be made to 
the STIP on or after July 1, 2007 in the 
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absence of meeting the provisions and 
requirements of this part. 

Subpart C—Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Planning and Program-
ming 

§ 450.300 Purpose. 
The purposes of this subpart are to 

implement the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 
134 and 49 U.S.C. 5303, as amended, 
which: 

(a) Sets forth the national policy 
that the MPO designated for each ur-
banized area is to carry out a con-
tinuing, cooperative, and comprehen-
sive multimodal transportation plan-
ning process, including the develop-
ment of a metropolitan transportation 
plan and a transportation improvement 
program (TIP), that encourages and 
promotes the safe and efficient devel-
opment, management, and operation of 
surface transportation systems to 
serve the mobility needs of people and 
freight (including accessible pedestrian 
walkways and bicycle transportation 
facilities) and foster economic growth 
and development, while minimizing 
transportation-related fuel consump-
tion and air pollution; and 

(b) Encourages continued develop-
ment and improvement of metropoli-
tan transportation planning processes 
guided by the planning factors set 
forth in 23 U.S.C. 134(h) and 49 U.S.C. 
5303(h). 

§ 450.302 Applicability. 
The provisions of this subpart are ap-

plicable to organizations and entities 
responsible for the transportation plan-
ning and programming processes in 
metropolitan planning areas. 

§ 450.304 Definitions. 
Except as otherwise provided in sub-

part A of this part, terms defined in 23 
U.S.C. 101(a) and 49 U.S.C. 5302 are used 
in this subpart as so defined. 

§ 450.306 Scope of the metropolitan 
transportation planning process. 

(a) The metropolitan transportation 
planning process shall be continuous, 
cooperative, and comprehensive, and 
provide for consideration and imple-
mentation of projects, strategies, and 

services that will address the following 
factors: 

(1) Support the economic vitality of 
the metropolitan area, especially by 
enabling global competitiveness, pro-
ductivity, and efficiency; 

(2) Increase the safety of the trans-
portation system for motorized and 
non-motorized users; 

(3) Increase the security of the trans-
portation system for motorized and 
non-motorized users; 

(4) Increase accessibility and mobil-
ity of people and freight; 

(5) Protect and enhance the environ-
ment, promote energy conservation, 
improve the quality of life, and pro-
mote consistency between transpor-
tation improvements and State and 
local planned growth and economic de-
velopment patterns; 

(6) Enhance the integration and 
connectivity of the transportation sys-
tem, across and between modes, for 
people and freight; 

(7) Promote efficient system manage-
ment and operation; and 

(8) Emphasize the preservation of the 
existing transportation system. 

(b) Consideration of the planning fac-
tors in paragraph (a) of this section 
shall be reflected, as appropriate, in 
the metropolitan transportation plan-
ning process. The degree of consider-
ation and analysis of the factors should 
be based on the scale and complexity of 
many issues, including transportation 
system development, land use, employ-
ment, economic development, human 
and natural environment, and housing 
and community development. 

(c) The failure to consider any factor 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall not be reviewable by any 
court under title 23 U.S.C., 49 U.S.C. 
Chapter 53, subchapter II of title 5, 
U.S.C. Chapter 5, or title 5 U.S.C. Chap-
ter 7 in any matter affecting a metro-
politan transportation plan, TIP, a 
project or strategy, or the certification 
of a metropolitan transportation plan-
ning process. 

(d) The metropolitan transportation 
planning process shall be carried out in 
coordination with the statewide trans-
portation planning process required by 
23 U.S.C. 135 and 49 U.S.C. 5304. 

(e) In carrying out the metropolitan 
transportation planning process, 
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