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adopt a preference for admission of sin-
gle persons who are age 62 or older, dis-
placed, homeless, or persons with dis-
abilities over other single persons. 

(c) Selection among families with pref-
erence. The PHA system of preferences 
may use either of the following to se-
lect among applicants on the waiting 
list with the same preference status: 

(1) Date and time of application; or 
(2) A drawing or other random choice 

technique. 
(d) Preference for higher-income fami-

lies. The PHA must not select families 
for admission to the program in an 
order different from the order on the 
waiting list for the purpose of selecting 
higher income families for admission 
to the program. 

(e) Verification of selection method. The 
method for selecting applicants from a 
preference category must leave a clear 
audit trail that can be used to verify 
that each applicant has been selected 
in accordance with the method speci-
fied in the administrative plan. 

[64 FR 26643, May 14, 1999, as amended at 64 
FR 56912, Oct. 21, 1999; 65 FR 16821, Mar. 30, 
2000] 

Subpart F [Reserved] 

Subpart G—Leasing a Unit 

SOURCE: 60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 982.301 Information when family is 
selected. 

(a) PHA briefing of family. (1) When 
the PHA selects a family to participate 
in a tenant-based program, the PHA 
must give the family an oral briefing. 
The briefing must include information 
on the following subjects: 

(i) A description of how the program 
works; 

(ii) Family and owner responsibil-
ities; and 

(iii) Where the family may lease a 
unit, including renting a dwelling unit 
inside or outside the PHA jurisdiction. 

(2) For a family that qualifies to 
lease a unit outside the PHA jurisdic-
tion under portability procedures, the 
briefing must include an explanation of 
how portability works. The PHA may 
not discourage the family from choos-

ing to live anywhere in the PHA juris-
diction, or outside the PHA jurisdic-
tion under portability procedures. 

(3) If the family is currently living in 
a high poverty census tract in the 
PHA’s jurisdiction, the briefing must 
also explain the advantages of moving 
to an area that does not have a high 
concentration of poor families. 

(4) In briefing a family that includes 
any disabled person, the PHA must 
take appropriate steps to ensure effec-
tive communication in accordance 
with 24 CFR 8.6. 

(5) In briefing a welfare-to-work fam-
ily, the PHA must include specification 
of any local obligations of a welfare-to- 
work family and an explanation that 
failure to meet these obligations is 
grounds for PHA denial of admission or 
termination of assistance. 

(b) Information packet. When a family 
is selected to participate in the pro-
gram, the PHA must give the family a 
packet that includes information on 
the following subjects: 

(1) The term of the voucher, and PHA 
policy on any extensions or suspen-
sions of the term. If the PHA allows ex-
tensions, the packet must explain how 
the family can request an extension; 

(2) How the PHA determines the 
amount of the housing assistance pay-
ment for a family, including: 

(i) How the PHA determines the pay-
ment standard for a family; and 

(ii) How the PHA determines the 
total tenant payment for a family. 

(3) How the PHA determines the max-
imum rent for an assisted unit; 

(4) Where the family may lease a 
unit. For a family that qualifies to 
lease a unit outside the PHA jurisdic-
tion under portability procedures, the 
information packet must include an 
explanation of how portability works; 

(5) The HUD-required ‘‘tenancy ad-
dendum’’ that must be included in the 
lease; 

(6) The form that the family uses to 
request PHA approval of the assisted 
tenancy, and an explanation of how to 
request such approval; 

(7) A statement of the PHA policy on 
providing information about a family 
to prospective owners; 

(8) PHA subsidy standards, including 
when the PHA will consider granting 
exceptions to the standards; 
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(9) The HUD brochure on how to se-
lect a unit; 

(10) Information on federal, State and 
local equal opportunity laws, and a 
copy of the housing discrimination 
complaint form; 

(11) A list of landlords or other par-
ties known to the PHA who may be 
willing to lease a unit to the family, or 
help the family find a unit; 

(12) Notice that if the family includes 
a disabled person, the family may re-
quest a current listing of accessible 
units known to the PHA that may be 
available; 

(13) Family obligations under the 
program; 

(14) Family obligations under the 
program, including any obligations of a 
welfare-to-work family. 

(15) PHA informal hearing proce-
dures. This information must describe 
when the PHA is required to give a par-
ticipant family the opportunity for an 
informal hearing, and how to request a 
hearing. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2577–0169) 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 60 
FR 45661, Sept. 1, 1995; 61 FR 27163, May 30, 
1996; 64 FR 26644, May 14, 1999; 64 FR 50229, 
Sept. 15, 1999; 64 FR 56912, Oct. 21, 1999] 

§ 982.302 Issuance of voucher; Re-
questing PHA approval of assisted 
tenancy. 

(a) When a family is selected, or 
when a participant family wants to 
move to another unit, the PHA issues a 
voucher to the family. The family may 
search for a unit. 

(b) If the family finds a unit, and the 
owner is willing to lease the unit under 
the program, the family may request 
PHA approval of the tenancy. The PHA 
has the discretion whether to permit 
the family to submit more than one re-
quest at a time. 

(c) The family must submit to the 
PHA a request for approval of the ten-
ancy and a copy of the lease, including 
the HUD-prescribed tenancy addendum. 
The request must be submitted during 
the term of the voucher. 

(d) The PHA specifies the procedure 
for requesting approval of the tenancy. 
The family must submit the request for 

approval of the tenancy in the form 
and manner required by the PHA. 

[64 FR 26644, May 14, 1999] 

§ 982.303 Term of voucher. 

(a) Initial term. The initial term of a 
voucher must be at least 60 calendar 
days. The initial term must be stated 
on the voucher. 

(b) Extensions of term. (1) At its dis-
cretion, the PHA may grant a family 
one or more extensions of the initial 
voucher term in accordance with PHA 
policy as described in the PHA admin-
istrative plan. Any extension of the 
term is granted by PHA notice to the 
family. 

(2) If the family needs and requests 
an extension of the initial voucher 
term as a reasonable accommodation, 
in accordance with part 8 of this title, 
to make the program accessible to a 
family member who is a person with 
disabilities, the PHA must extend the 
voucher term up to the term reason-
ably required for that purpose. 

(c) Suspension of term. The PHA pol-
icy may or may not provide for suspen-
sion of the initial or any extended term 
of the voucher. At its discretion, and in 
accordance with PHA policy as de-
scribed in the PHA administrative 
plan, the PHA may grant a family a 
suspension of the voucher term if the 
family has submitted a request for ap-
proval of the tenancy during the term 
of the voucher. (§ 982.4 (definition of 
‘‘suspension’’); § 982.54(d)(2)) The PHA 
may grant a suspension for any part of 
the period after the family has sub-
mitted a request for approval of the 
tenancy up to the time when the PHA 
approves or denies the request. 

(d) Progress report by family to the 
PHA. During the initial or any ex-
tended term of a voucher, the PHA 
may require the family to report 
progress in leasing a unit. Such reports 
may be required at such intervals or 
times as determined by the PHA. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2577–0169) 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 60 
FR 45661, Sept. 1, 1995; 63 FR 23860, Apr. 30, 
1998; 64 FR 26644, May 14, 1999; 64 FR 56913, 
Oct. 21, 1999] 
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§ 982.304 Illegal discrimination: PHA 
assistance to family. 

A family may claim that illegal dis-
crimination because of race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, familial 
status or disability prevents the family 
from finding or leasing a suitable unit 
with assistance under the program. 
The PHA must give the family infor-
mation on how to fill out and file a 
housing discrimination complaint. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2577–0169) 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 60 
FR 45661, Sept. 1, 1995] 

§ 982.305 PHA approval of assisted ten-
ancy. 

(a) Program requirements. The PHA 
may not give approval for the family of 
the assisted tenancy, or execute a HAP 
contract, until the PHA has deter-
mined that all the following meet pro-
gram requirements: 

(1) The unit is eligible; 
(2) The unit has been inspected by 

the PHA and passes HQS; 
(3) The lease includes the tenancy ad-

dendum; 
(4) The rent to owner is reasonable; 

and 
(5) At the time a family initially re-

ceives tenant-based assistance for oc-
cupancy of a dwelling unit, and where 
the gross rent of the unit exceeds the 
applicable payment standard for the 
family, the family share does not ex-
ceed 40 percent of the family’s monthly 
adjusted income. 

(b) Actions before lease term. (1) All of 
the following must always be com-
pleted before the beginning of the ini-
tial term of the lease for a unit: 

(i) The PHA has inspected the unit 
and has determined that the unit satis-
fies the HQS; 

(ii) The landlord and the tenant have 
executed the lease (including the HUD- 
prescribed tenancy addendum, and the 
lead-based paint disclosure information 
as required in § 35.92(b) of this title); 
and 

(2)(i) The PHA must inspect the unit, 
determine whether the unit satisfies 
the HQS, and notify the family and 
owner of the determination: 

(A) In the case of a PHA with up to 
1250 budgeted units in its tenant-based 

program, within fifteen days after the 
family and the owner submit a request 
for approval of the tenancy. 

(B) In the case of a PHA with more 
than 1250 budgeted units in its tenant- 
based program, within a reasonable 
time after the family submits a request 
for approval of the tenancy. To the ex-
tent practicable, such inspection and 
determination must be completed 
within fifteen days after the family and 
the owner submit a request for ap-
proval of the tenancy. 

(ii) The fifteen day clock (under para-
graph (b)(2)(i)(A) or paragraph 
(b)(2)(i)(B) of this section) is suspended 
during any period when the unit is not 
available for inspection. 

(3) In the case of a unit subject to a 
lease-purchase agreement, the PHA 
must provide written notice to the 
family of the environmental require-
ments that must be met before com-
mencing homeownership assistance for 
the family (see § 982.626(c)). 

(c) When HAP contract is executed. (1) 
The PHA must use best efforts to exe-
cute the HAP contract before the be-
ginning of the lease term. The HAP 
contract must be executed no later 
than 60 calendar days from the begin-
ning of the lease term. 

(2) The PHA may not pay any hous-
ing assistance payment to the owner 
until the HAP contract has been exe-
cuted. 

(3) If the HAP contract is executed 
during the period of 60 calendar days 
from the beginning of the lease term, 
the PHA will pay housing assistance 
payments after execution of the HAP 
contract (in accordance with the terms 
of the HAP contract), to cover the por-
tion of the lease term before execution 
of the HAP contract (a maximum of 60 
days). 

(4) Any HAP contract executed after 
the 60 day period is void, and the PHA 
may not pay any housing assistance 
payment to the owner. 

(d) Notice to family and owner. After 
receiving the family’s request for ap-
proval of the assisted tenancy, the 
PHA must promptly notify the family 
and owner whether the assisted ten-
ancy is approved. 

(e) Procedure after PHA approval. If 
the PHA has given approval for the 
family of the assisted tenancy, the 
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owner and the PHA execute the HAP 
contract. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2577–0169) 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 60 
FR 45661, Sept. 1, 1995; 64 FR 26644, May 14, 
1999; 64 FR 56913, Oct. 21, 1999; 64 FR 59622, 
Nov. 3, 1999; 65 FR 16818, Mar. 30, 2000; 65 FR 
55161, Sept. 12, 2000; 69 FR 34276, June 21, 2004] 

§ 982.306 PHA disapproval of owner. 
(a) The PHA must not approve an as-

sisted tenancy if the PHA has been in-
formed (by HUD or otherwise) that the 
owner is debarred, suspended, or sub-
ject to a limited denial of participation 
under 2 CFR part 2424. 

(b) When directed by HUD, the PHA 
must not approve an assisted tenancy 
if: 

(1) The federal government has insti-
tuted an administrative or judicial ac-
tion against the owner for violation of 
the Fair Housing Act or other federal 
equal opportunity requirements, and 
such action is pending; or 

(2) A court or administrative agency 
has determined that the owner violated 
the Fair Housing Act or other federal 
equal opportunity requirements. 

(c) In its administrative discretion, 
the PHA may deny approval of an as-
sisted tenancy for any of the following 
reasons: 

(1) The owner has violated obliga-
tions under a HAP contract under Sec-
tion 8 of the 1937 Act (42 U.S.C. 1437f); 

(2) The owner has committed fraud, 
bribery or any other corrupt or crimi-
nal act in connection with any federal 
housing program; 

(3) The owner has engaged in any 
drug-related criminal activity or any 
violent criminal activity; 

(4) The owner has a history or prac-
tice of non-compliance with the HQS 
for units leased under the tenant-based 
programs, or with applicable housing 
standards for units leased with project- 
based Section 8 assistance or leased 
under any other federal housing pro-
gram; 

(5) The owner has a history or prac-
tice of failing to terminate tenancy of 
tenants of units assisted under Section 
8 or any other federally assisted hous-
ing program for activity engaged in by 
the tenant, any member of the house-
hold, a guest or another person under 

the control of any member of the 
household that: 

(i) Threatens the right to peaceful 
enjoyment of the premises by other 
residents; 

(ii) Threatens the health or safety of 
other residents, of employees of the 
PHA, or of owner employees or other 
persons engaged in management of the 
housing; 

(iii) Threatens the health or safety 
of, or the right to peaceful enjoyment 
of their residences, by persons residing 
in the immediate vicinity of the prem-
ises; or 

(iv) Is drug-related criminal activity 
or violent criminal activity; or 

(6) The owner has a history or prac-
tice of renting units that fail to meet 
State or local housing codes; or 

(7) The owner has not paid State or 
local real estate taxes, fines or assess-
ments. 

(d) The PHA must not approve a unit 
if the owner is the parent, child, grand-
parent, grandchild, sister, or brother of 
any member of the family, unless the 
PHA determines that approving the 
unit would provide reasonable accom-
modation for a family member who is a 
person with disabilities. This restric-
tion against PHA approval of a unit 
only applies at the time a family ini-
tially receives tenant-based assistance 
for occupancy of a particular unit, but 
does not apply to PHA approval of a 
new tenancy with continued tenant- 
based assistance in the same unit. 

(e) Nothing in this rule is intended to 
give any owner any right to participate 
in the program. 

(f) For purposes of this section, 
‘‘owner’’ includes a principal or other 
interested party. 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 63 
FR 27437, May 18, 1998; 64 FR 26644, May 14, 
1999; 64 FR 56913, Oct. 21, 1999; 65 FR 16821, 
Mar. 30, 2000; 72 FR 73496, Dec. 27, 2007] 

§ 982.307 Tenant screening. 
(a) PHA option and owner responsi-

bility. (1) The PHA has no liability or 
responsibility to the owner or other 
persons for the family’s behavior or 
suitability for tenancy. However, the 
PHA may opt to screen applicants for 
family behavior or suitability for ten-
ancy. The PHA must conduct any such 
screening of applicants in accordance 
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with policies stated in the PHA admin-
istrative plan. 

(2) The owner is responsible for 
screening and selection of the family 
to occupy the owner’s unit. At or be-
fore PHA approval of the tenancy, the 
PHA must inform the owner that 
screening and selection for tenancy is 
the responsibility of the owner. 

(3) The owner is responsible for 
screening of families on the basis of 
their tenancy histories. An owner may 
consider a family’s background with 
respect to such factors as: 

(i) Payment of rent and utility bills; 
(ii) Caring for a unit and premises; 
(iii) Respecting the rights of other 

residents to the peaceful enjoyment of 
their housing; 

(iv) Drug-related criminal activity or 
other criminal activity that is a threat 
to the health, safety or property of 
others; and 

(v) Compliance with other essential 
conditions of tenancy. 

(b) PHA information about tenant. (1) 
The PHA must give the owner: 

(i) The family’s current and prior ad-
dress (as shown in the PHA records); 
and 

(ii) The name and address (if known 
to the PHA) of the landlord at the fam-
ily’s current and prior address. 

(2) When a family wants to lease a 
dwelling unit, the PHA may offer the 
owner other information in the PHA 
possession, about the family, including 
information about the tenancy history 
of family members, or about drug-traf-
ficking by family members. 

(3) The PHA must give the family a 
statement of the PHA policy on pro-
viding information to owners. The 
statement must be included in the in-
formation packet that is given to a 
family selected to participate in the 
program. The PHA policy must provide 
that the PHA will give the same types 
of information to all families and to all 
owners. 

(4) In cases involving a victim of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or 

stalking, 24 CFR part 5, subpart L, ap-
plies. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2577–0169) 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 60 
FR 45661, Sept. 1, 1995; 61 FR 27163, May 30, 
1996; 64 FR 26645, May 14, 1999; 64 FR 49658, 
Sept. 14, 1999; 73 FR 72344, Nov. 28, 2008; 75 FR 
66263, Oct. 27, 2010] 

§ 982.308 Lease and tenancy. 
(a) Tenant’s legal capacity. The tenant 

must have legal capacity to enter a 
lease under State and local law. ‘‘Legal 
capacity’’ means that the tenant is 
bound by the terms of the lease and 
may enforce the terms of the lease 
against the owner. 

(b) Form of lease. (1) The tenant and 
the owner must enter a written lease 
for the unit. The lease must be exe-
cuted by the owner and the tenant. 

(2) If the owner uses a standard lease 
form for rental to unassisted tenants in 
the locality or the premises, the lease 
must be in such standard form (plus 
the HUD-prescribed tenancy adden-
dum). If the owner does not use a 
standard lease form for rental to unas-
sisted tenants, the owner may use an-
other form of lease, such as a PHA 
model lease (including the HUD-pre-
scribed tenancy addendum). The HAP 
contract prescribed by HUD will con-
tain the owner’s certification that if 
the owner uses a standard lease form 
for rental to unassisted tenants, the 
lease is in such standard form. 

(c) State and local law. The PHA may 
review the lease to determine if the 
lease complies with State and local 
law. The PHA may decline to approve 
the tenancy if the PHA determines 
that the lease does not comply with 
State or local law. 

(d) Required information. The lease 
must specify all of the following: 

(1) The names of the owner and the 
tenant; 

(2) The unit rented (address, apart-
ment number, and any other informa-
tion needed to identify the contract 
unit); 

(3) The term of the lease (initial term 
and any provisions for renewal); 

(4) The amount of the monthly rent 
to owner; and 

(5) A specification of what utilities 
and appliances are to be supplied by 
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the owner, and what utilities and appli-
ances are to be supplied by the family. 

(e) Reasonable rent. The rent to owner 
must be reasonable (see § 982.507). 

(f) Tenancy addendum. (1) The HAP 
contract form required by HUD shall 
include an addendum (the ‘‘tenancy ad-
dendum’’), that sets forth: 

(i) The tenancy requirements for the 
program (in accordance with this sec-
tion and §§ 982.309 and 982.310); and 

(ii) The composition of the household 
as approved by the PHA (family mem-
bers and any PHA-approved live-in 
aide). 

(2) All provisions in the HUD-re-
quired tenancy addendum must be 
added word-for-word to the owner’s 
standard form lease that is used by the 
owner for unassisted tenants. The ten-
ant shall have the right to enforce the 
tenancy addendum against the owner, 
and the terms of the tenancy adden-
dum shall prevail over any other provi-
sions of the lease. 

(g) Changes in lease or rent. (1) If the 
tenant and the owner agree to any 
changes in the lease, such changes 
must be in writing, and the owner must 
immediately give the PHA a copy of 
such changes. The lease, including any 
changes, must be in accordance with 
the requirements of this section. 

(2) In the following cases, tenant- 
based assistance shall not be continued 
unless the PHA has approved a new 
tenancy in accordance with program 
requirements and has executed a new 
HAP contract with the owner: 

(i) If there are any changes in lease 
requirements governing tenant or 
owner responsibilities for utilities or 
appliances; 

(ii) If there are any changes in lease 
provisions governing the term of the 
lease; 

(iii) If the family moves to a new 
unit, even if the unit is in the same 
building or complex. 

(3) PHA approval of the tenancy, and 
execution of a new HAP contract, are 
not required for changes in the lease 
other than as specified in paragraph 
(g)(2) of this section. 

(4) The owner must notify the PHA of 
any changes in the amount of the rent 
to owner at least sixty days before any 
such changes go into effect, and any 
such changes shall be subject to rent 

reasonableness requirements (see 
§ 982.503). 

[64 FR 26645, May 14, 1999, as amended at 64 
FR 56913, Oct. 21, 1999] 

§ 982.309 Term of assisted tenancy. 

(a) Initial term of lease. (1) Except as 
provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, the initial lease term must be for 
at least one year. 

(2) The PHA may approve a shorter 
initial lease term if the PHA deter-
mines that: 

(i) Such shorter term would improve 
housing opportunities for the tenant; 
and 

(ii) Such shorter term is the pre-
vailing local market practice. 

(3) During the initial term of the 
lease, the owner may not raise the rent 
to owner. 

(4) The PHA may execute the HAP 
contract even if there is less than one 
year remaining from the beginning of 
the initial lease term to the end of the 
last expiring funding increment under 
the consolidated ACC. 

(b) Term of HAP contract. (1) The term 
of the HAP contract begins on the first 
day of the lease term and ends on the 
last day of the lease term. 

(2) The HAP contract terminates if 
any of the following occurs: 

(i) The lease is terminated by the 
owner or the tenant; 

(ii) The PHA terminates the HAP 
contract; or 

(iii) The PHA terminates assistance 
for the family. 

(c) Family responsibility. (1) If the fam-
ily terminates the lease on notice to 
the owner, the family must give the 
PHA a copy of the notice of termi-
nation at the same time. Failure to do 
this is a breach of family obligations 
under the program. 

(2) The family must notify the PHA 
and the owner before the family moves 
out of the unit. Failure to do this is a 
breach of family obligations under the 
program. 

[64 FR 26645, May 14, 1999] 

§ 982.310 Owner termination of ten-
ancy. 

(a) Grounds. During the term of the 
lease, the owner may not terminate the 
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tenancy except on the following 
grounds: 

(1) Serious violation (including but 
not limited to failure to pay rent or 
other amounts due under the lease) or 
repeated violation of the terms and 
conditions of the lease; 

(2) Violation of federal, State, or 
local law that imposes obligations on 
the tenant in connection with the oc-
cupancy or use of the premises; or 

(3) Other good cause. 
(b) Nonpayment by PHA: Not grounds 

for termination of tenancy. (1) The fam-
ily is not responsible for payment of 
the portion of the rent to owner cov-
ered by the housing assistance pay-
ment under the HAP contract between 
the owner and the PHA. 

(2) The PHA failure to pay the hous-
ing assistance payment to the owner is 
not a violation of the lease between the 
tenant and the owner. During the term 
of the lease the owner may not termi-
nate the tenancy of the family for non-
payment of the PHA housing assist-
ance payment. 

(c) Criminal activity—(1) Evicting drug 
criminals due to drug crime on or near the 
premises. The lease must provide that 
drug-related criminal activity engaged 
in, on or near the premises by any ten-
ant, household member, or guest, or 
such activity engaged in on the prem-
ises by any other person under the ten-
ant’s control, is grounds for the owner 
to terminate tenancy. In addition, the 
lease must provide that the owner may 
evict a family when the owner deter-
mines that a household member is ille-
gally using a drug or when the owner 
determines that a pattern of illegal use 
of a drug interferes with the health, 
safety, or right to peaceful enjoyment 
of the premises by other residents. 

(2) Evicting other criminals. (i) Threat 
to other residents. The lease must pro-
vide that the owner may terminate 
tenancy for any of the following types 
of criminal activity by a covered per-
son: 

(A) Any criminal activity that 
threatens the health, safety, or right 
to peaceful enjoyment of the premises 
by other residents (including property 
management staff residing on the 
premises); 

(B) Any criminal activity that 
threatens the health, safety, or right 

to peaceful enjoyment of their resi-
dences by persons residing in the im-
mediate vicinity of the premises; or 

(C) Any violent criminal activity on 
or near the premises by a tenant, 
household member, or guest, or any 
such activity on the premises by any 
other person under the tenant’s con-
trol. 

(ii) Fugitive felon or parole violator. 
The lease must provide that the owner 
may terminate the tenancy if a tenant 
is: 

(A) Fleeing to avoid prosecution, or 
custody or confinement after convic-
tion, for a crime, or attempt to commit 
a crime, that is a felony under the laws 
of the place from which the individual 
flees, or that, in the case of the State 
of New Jersey, is a high misdemeanor; 
or 

(B) Violating a condition of proba-
tion or parole imposed under Federal 
or State law. 

(3) Evidence of criminal activity. The 
owner may terminate tenancy and 
evict by judicial action a family for 
criminal activity by a covered person 
in accordance with this section if the 
owner determines that the covered per-
son has engaged in the criminal activ-
ity, regardless of whether the covered 
person has been arrested or convicted 
for such activity and without satis-
fying the standard of proof used for a 
criminal conviction. (See part 5, sub-
part J, of this title for provisions con-
cerning access to criminal records.) 

(d) Other good cause. (1) ‘‘Other good 
cause’’ for termination of tenancy by 
the owner may include, but is not lim-
ited to, any of the following examples: 

(i) Failure by the family to accept 
the offer of a new lease or revision; 

(ii) A family history of disturbance of 
neighbors or destruction of property, 
or of living or housekeeping habits re-
sulting in damage to the unit or prem-
ises; 

(iii) The owner’s desire to use the 
unit for personal or family use, or for a 
purpose other than as a residential 
rental unit; or 

(iv) A business or economic reason 
for termination of the tenancy (such as 
sale of the property, renovation of the 
unit, or desire to lease the unit at a 
higher rental). 
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(2) During the initial lease term, the 
owner may not terminate the tenancy 
for ‘‘other good cause’’, unless the 
owner is terminating the tenancy be-
cause of something the family did or 
failed to do. For example, during this 
period, the owner may not terminate 
the tenancy for ‘‘other good cause’’ 
based on any of the following grounds: 
failure by the family to accept the 
offer of a new lease or revision; the 
owner’s desire to use the unit for per-
sonal or family use, or for a purpose 
other than as a residential rental unit; 
or a business or economic reason for 
termination of the tenancy (see para-
graph (d)(1)(iv) of this section). 

(e) Owner notice—(1) Notice of grounds. 
(i) The owner must give the tenant a 
written notice that specifies the 
grounds for termination of tenancy 
during the term of the lease. The ten-
ancy does not terminate before the 
owner has given this notice, and the 
notice must be given at or before com-
mencement of the eviction action. 

(ii) The notice of grounds may be in-
cluded in, or may be combined with, 
any owner eviction notice to the ten-
ant. 

(2) Eviction notice. (i) Owner eviction 
notice means a notice to vacate, or a 
complaint or other initial pleading 
used under State or local law to com-
mence an eviction action. 

(ii) The owner must give the PHA a 
copy of any owner eviction notice to 
the tenant. 

(f) Eviction by court action. The owner 
may only evict the tenant from the 
unit by instituting a court action. 

(g) Regulations not applicable. 24 CFR 
part 247 (concerning evictions from cer-
tain subsidized and HUD-owned 
projects) does not apply to a tenancy 
assisted under this part 982. 

(h) Termination of tenancy decisions— 
(1) General. If the law and regulation 
permit the owner to take an action but 
do not require action to be taken, the 
owner may take or not take the action 
in accordance with the owner’s stand-
ards for eviction. The owner may con-
sider all of the circumstances relevant 
to a particular eviction case, such as: 

(i) The seriousness of the offending 
action; 

(ii) The effect on the community of 
denial or termination or the failure of 
the owner to take such action; 

(iii) The extent of participation by 
the leaseholder in the offending action; 

(iv) The effect of denial of admission 
or termination of tenancy on house-
hold members not involved in the of-
fending activity; 

(v) The demand for assisted housing 
by families who will adhere to lease re-
sponsibilities; 

(vi) The extent to which the lease-
holder has shown personal responsi-
bility and taken all reasonable steps to 
prevent or mitigate the offending ac-
tion; 

(vii) The effect of the owner’s action 
on the integrity of the program. 

(2) Exclusion of culpable household 
member. The owner may require a ten-
ant to exclude a household member in 
order to continue to reside in the as-
sisted unit, where that household mem-
ber has participated in or been culpable 
for action or failure to act that war-
rants termination. 

(3) Consideration of rehabilitation. In 
determining whether to terminate ten-
ancy for illegal use of drugs or alcohol 
abuse by a household member who is 
no longer engaged in such behavior, the 
owner may consider whether such 
household member is participating in 
or has successfully completed a super-
vised drug or alcohol rehabilitation 
program, or has otherwise been reha-
bilitated successfully (42 U.S.C. 13661). 
For this purpose, the owner may re-
quire the tenant to submit evidence of 
the household member’s current par-
ticipation in, or successful completion 
of, a supervised drug or alcohol reha-
bilitation program or evidence of oth-
erwise having been rehabilitated suc-
cessfully. 

(4) Nondiscrimination limitation and 
protection for victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking. The owner’s 
termination of tenancy actions must 
be consistent with fair housing and 
equal opportunity provisions of 24 CFR 
5.105, and with the provisions for pro-
tection of victims of domestic violence, 
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dating violence, or stalking in 24 CFR 
part 5, subpart L. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2577–0169) 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 60 
FR 45661, Sept. 1, 1995; 64 FR 26645, May 14, 
1999; 64 FR 56913, Oct. 21, 1999; 66 FR 28804, 
May 24, 2001; 73 FR 72344, Nov. 28, 2008; 75 FR 
66263, Oct. 27, 2010] 

§ 982.311 When assistance is paid. 
(a) Payments under HAP contract. 

Housing assistance payments are paid 
to the owner in accordance with the 
terms of the HAP contract. Housing as-
sistance payments may only be paid to 
the owner during the lease term, and 
while the family is residing in the unit. 

(b) Termination of payment: When 
owner terminates the lease. Housing as-
sistance payments terminate when the 
lease is terminated by the owner in ac-
cordance with the lease. However, if 
the owner has commenced the process 
to evict the tenant, and if the family 
continues to reside in the unit, the 
PHA must continue to make housing 
assistance payments to the owner in 
accordance with the HAP contract 
until the owner has obtained a court 
judgment or other process allowing the 
owner to evict the tenant. The HA may 
continue such payments until the fam-
ily moves from or is evicted from the 
unit. 

(c) Termination of payment: Other rea-
sons for termination. Housing assistance 
payments terminate if: 

(1) The lease terminates; 
(2) The HAP contract terminates; or 
(3) The PHA terminates assistance 

for the family. 
(d) Family move-out. (1) If the family 

moves out of the unit, the PHA may 
not make any housing assistance pay-
ment to the owner for any month after 
the month when the family moves out. 
The owner may keep the housing as-
sistance payment for the month when 
the family moves out of the unit. 

(2) If a participant family moves 
from an assisted unit with continued 
tenant-based assistance, the term of 
the assisted lease for the new assisted 
unit may begin during the month the 
family moves out of the first assisted 
unit. Overlap of the last housing assist-
ance payment (for the month when the 
family moves out of the old unit) and 

the first assistance payment for the 
new unit, is not considered to con-
stitute a duplicative housing subsidy. 

§ 982.312 Absence from unit. 

(a) The family may be absent from 
the unit for brief periods. For longer 
absences, the PHA administrative plan 
establishes the PHA policy on how long 
the family may be absent from the as-
sisted unit. However, the family may 
not be absent from the unit for a period 
of more than 180 consecutive calendar 
days in any circumstance, or for any 
reason. At its discretion, the PHA may 
allow absence for a lesser period in ac-
cordance with PHA policy. 

(b) Housing assistance payments ter-
minate if the family is absent for 
longer than the maximum period per-
mitted. The term of the HAP contract 
and assisted lease also terminate. 

(The owner must reimburse the PHA 
for any housing assistance payment for 
the period after the termination.) 

(c) Absence means that no member of 
the family is residing in the unit. 

(d)(1) The family must supply any in-
formation or certification requested by 
the PHA to verify that the family is re-
siding in the unit, or relating to family 
absence from the unit. The family 
must cooperate with the PHA for this 
purpose. The family must promptly no-
tify the PHA of absence from the unit, 
including any information requested on 
the purposes of family absences. 

(2) The PHA may adopt appropriate 
techniques to verify family occupancy 
or absence, including letters to the 
family at the unit, phone calls, visits 
or questions to the landlord or neigh-
bors. 

(e) The PHA administrative plan 
must state the PHA policies on family 
absence from the dwelling unit. The 
PHA absence policy includes: 

(1) How the PHA determines whether 
or when the family may be absent, and 
for how long. For example, the PHA 
may establish policies on absences be-
cause of vacation, hospitalization or 
imprisonment; and 

(2) Any provision for resumption of 
assistance after an absence, including 
readmission or resumption of assist-
ance to the family. 
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§ 982.313 Security deposit: Amounts 
owed by tenant. 

(a) The owner may collect a security 
deposit from the tenant. 

(b) The PHA may prohibit security 
deposits in excess of private market 
practice, or in excess of amounts 
charged by the owner to unassisted 
tenants. 

(c) When the tenant moves out of the 
dwelling unit, the owner, subject to 
State or local law, may use the secu-
rity deposit, including any interest on 
the deposit, in accordance with the 
lease, as reimbursement for any unpaid 
rent payable by the tenant, damages to 
the unit or for other amounts the ten-
ant owes under the lease. 

(d) The owner must give the tenant a 
written list of all items charged 
against the security deposit, and the 
amount of each item. After deducting 
the amount, if any, used to reimburse 
the owner, the owner must refund 
promptly the full amount of the unused 
balance to the tenant. 

(e) If the security deposit is not suffi-
cient to cover amounts the tenant owes 
under the lease, the owner may seek to 
collect the balance from the tenant. 

§ 982.314 Move with continued tenant- 
based assistance. 

(a) Applicability. This section states 
when a participant family may move to 
a new unit with continued tenant- 
based assistance: 

(b) When family may move. A family 
may move to a new unit if: 

(1) The assisted lease for the old unit 
has terminated. This includes a termi-
nation because: 

(i) The PHA has terminated the HAP 
contract for the owner’s breach; or 

(ii) The lease has terminated by mu-
tual agreement of the owner and the 
tenant. 

(2) The owner has given the tenant a 
notice to vacate, or has commenced an 
action to evict the tenant, or has ob-
tained a court judgment or other proc-
ess allowing the owner to evict the ten-
ant. 

(3) The tenant has given notice of 
lease termination (if the tenant has a 
right to terminate the lease on notice 
to the owner, for owner breach, or oth-
erwise). 

(4) The family or a member of the 
family is or has been the victim of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or 
stalking, as provided in 24 CFR part 5, 
subpart L, and the move is needed to 
protect the health or safety of the fam-
ily or family member. A PHA may not 
terminate assistance if the family, 
with or without prior notification to 
the PHA, already moved out of a unit 
in violation of the lease, if such move 
occurred to protect the health or safe-
ty of a family member who is or has 
been the victim of domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking and who 
reasonably believed he or she was im-
minently threatened by harm from fur-
ther violence if he or she remained in 
the dwelling unit. 

(c) How many moves. (1) A participant 
family may move one or more times 
with continued assistance under the 
program, either inside the PHA juris-
diction, or under the portability proce-
dures. (See § 982.353) 

(2) The PHA may establish: 
(i) Policies that prohibit any move by 

the family during the initial lease 
term; and 

(ii) Policies that prohibit more than 
one move by the family during any 
one-year period. 

(iii) The above policies do not apply 
when the family or a member of the 
family is or has been the victim of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or 
stalking, as provided in 24 CFR part 5, 
subpart L, and the move is needed to 
protect the health or safety of the fam-
ily or family member. 

(3) The PHA policies may apply to 
moves within the PHA jurisdiction by 
a participant family, and to moves by a 
participant family outside the PHA ju-
risdiction under portability procedures. 

(d) Notice that family wants to move. (1) 
If the family terminates the lease on 
notice to the owner, the family must 
give the PHA a copy of the notice at 
the same time. 

(2) If the family wants to move to a 
new unit, the family must notify the 
PHA and the owner before moving from 
the old unit. If the family wants to 
move to a new unit that is located out-
side the initial PHA jurisdiction, the 
notice to the initial PHA must specify 
the area where the family wants to 
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move. See portability procedures in 
subpart H of this part. 

(e) When PHA may deny permission to 
move. (1) The PHA may deny permis-
sion to move if the PHA does not have 
sufficient funding for continued assist-
ance. 

(2) At any time, the PHA may deny 
permission to move in accordance with 
§ 982.552 (grounds for denial or termi-
nation of assistance). 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 64 
FR 56913, Oct. 21, 1999; 75 FR 66263, Oct. 27, 
2010] 

§ 982.315 Family break-up. 

(a)(1) The PHA has discretion to de-
termine which members of an assisted 
family continue to receive assistance 
in the program if the family breaks up. 
The PHA administrative plan must 
state PHA policies on how to decide 
who remains in the program if the fam-
ily breaks up. 

(2) If the family break-up results 
from an occurrence of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or stalking as 
provided in 24 CFR part 5, subpart L, 
the PHA must ensure that the victim 
retains assistance. 

(b) The factors to be considered in 
making this decision under the PHA 
policy may include: 

(1) Whether the assistance should re-
main with family members remaining 
in the original assisted unit. 

(2) The interest of minor children or 
of ill, elderly, or disabled family mem-
bers. 

(3) Whether family members are 
forced to leave the unit as a result or 
actual or threatened domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or stalking. 

(4) Whether any of the family mem-
bers are receiving protection as vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or stalking, as provided in 24 
CFR part 5, subpart L, and whether the 
abuser is still in the household. 

(5) Other factors specified by the 
PHA. 

(c) If a court determines the disposi-
tion of property between members of 
the assisted family in a divorce or sep-
aration under a settlement or judicial 
decree, the PHA is bound by the court’s 
determination of which family mem-

bers continue to receive assistance in 
the program. 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 75 
FR 66264, Oct. 27, 2010] 

§ 982.316 Live-in aide. 
(a) A family that consists of one or 

more elderly, near-elderly or disabled 
persons may request that the PHA ap-
prove a live-in aide to reside in the 
unit and provide necessary supportive 
services for a family member who is a 
person with disabilities. The PHA must 
approve a live-in aide if needed as a 
reasonable accommodation in accord-
ance with 24 CFR part 8 to make the 
program accessible to and usable by 
the family member with a disability. 
(See § 982.402(b)(6) concerning effect of 
live-in aide on family unit size.) 

(b) At any time, the PHA may refuse 
to approve a particular person as a 
live-in aide, or may withdraw such ap-
proval, if: 

(1) The person commits fraud, bribery 
or any other corrupt or criminal act in 
connection with any federal housing 
program; 

(2) The person commits drug-related 
criminal activity or violent criminal 
activity; or 

(3) The person currently owes rent or 
other amounts to the PHA or to an-
other PHA in connection with Section 
8 or public housing assistance under 
the 1937 Act. 

[63 FR 23860, Apr. 30, 1998; 63 FR 31625, June 
10, 1998] 

§ 982.317 Lease-purchase agreements. 
(a) A family leasing a unit with as-

sistance under the program may enter 
into an agreement with an owner to 
purchase the unit. So long as the fam-
ily is receiving such rental assistance, 
all requirements applicable to families 
otherwise leasing units under the ten-
ant-based program apply. Any home-
ownership premium (e.g., increment of 
value attributable to the value of the 
lease-purchase right or agreement such 
as an extra monthly payment to accu-
mulate a downpayment or reduce the 
purchase price) included in the rent to 
the owner that would result in a higher 
subsidy amount than would otherwise 
be paid by the PHA must be absorbed 
by the family. 
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(b) In determining whether the rent 
to owner for a unit subject to a lease- 
purchase agreement is a reasonable 
amount in accordance with § 982.503, 
any homeownership premium paid by 
the family to the owner must be ex-
cluded when the PHA determines rent 
reasonableness. 

[65 FR 55162, Sept. 12, 2000] 

Subpart H—Where Family Can 
Live and Move 

SOURCE: 60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 982.351 Overview. 
This subpart describes what kind of 

housing is eligible for leasing, and the 
areas where a family can live with ten-
ant-based assistance. The subpart cov-
ers: 

(a) Assistance for a family that rents 
a dwelling unit in the jurisdiction of 
the PHA that originally selected the 
family for tenant-based assistance. 

(b) ‘‘Portability’’ assistance for a 
family PHA rents a unit outside the ju-
risdiction of the initial PHA. 

§ 982.352 Eligible housing. 
(a) Ineligible housing. The following 

types of housing may not be assisted 
by a PHA in the tenant-based pro-
grams: 

(1) A public housing or Indian hous-
ing unit; 

(2) A unit receiving project-based as-
sistance under section 8 of the 1937 Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1437f); 

(3) Nursing homes, board and care 
homes, or facilities providing continual 
psychiatric, medical, or nursing serv-
ices; 

(4) College or other school dor-
mitories; 

(5) Units on the grounds of penal, re-
formatory, medical, mental, and simi-
lar public or private institutions; 

(6) A unit occupied by its owner or by 
a person with any interest in the unit. 

(7) For provisions on PHA dis-
approval of an owner, see § 982.306. 

(b) PHA-owned housing. (1) A unit 
that is owned by the PHA that admin-
isters the assistance under the consoli-
dated ACC (including a unit owned by 
an entity substantially controlled by 

the PHA) may only be assisted under 
the tenant-based program if all the fol-
lowing conditions are satisfied: 

(i) The PHA must inform the family, 
both orally and in writing, that the 
family has the right to select any eligi-
ble unit available for lease, and a PHA- 
owned unit is freely selected by the 
family, without PHA pressure or steer-
ing. 

(ii) The unit is not ineligible housing. 
(iii) During assisted occupancy, the 

family may not benefit from any form 
of housing subsidy that is prohibited 
under paragraph (c) of this section. 

(iv)(A) The PHA must obtain the 
services of an independent entity to 
perform the following PHA functions 
as required under the program rule: 

(1) To determine rent reasonableness 
in accordance with § 982.507. The inde-
pendent agency shall communicate the 
rent reasonableness determination to 
the family and the PHA. 

(2) To assist the family negotiate the 
rent to owner in accordance with 
§ 982.506. 

(3) To inspect the unit for compliance 
with the HQS in accordance with 
§ 982.305(a) and § 982.405 (except that 
§ 982.405(e) is not applicable). The inde-
pendent agency shall communicate the 
results of each such inspection to the 
family and the PHA. 

(B) The independent agency used to 
perform these functions must be ap-
proved by HUD. The independent agen-
cy may be the unit of general local 
government for the PHA jurisdiction 
(unless the PHA is itself the unit of 
general local government or an agency 
of such government), or may be an-
other HUD-approved independent agen-
cy. 

(C) The PHA may compensate the 
independent agency from PHA ongoing 
administrative fee income for the serv-
ices performed by the independent 
agency. The PHA may not use other 
program receipts to compensate the 
independent agency for such services. 
The PHA and the independent agency 
may not charge the family any fee or 
charge for the services provided by the 
independent agency. 

(c) Prohibition against other housing 
subsidy. A family may not receive the 
benefit of tenant-based assistance 
while receiving the benefit of any of 
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