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17. 36 CFR part 800, Protection of Historic 
Properties. 

18. 40 CFR parts 260–271, Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act. 

19. Applicable tribal/State laws. 
20. Other applicable Federal laws and regu-

lations. 

APPENDIX B TO SUBPART D—DESIGN 
STANDARDS FOR THE IRR PROGRAM 

Depending on the nature of the project, 
tribes may use the following design stand-
ards. Additional standards may also apply. 
To the extent that any provisions of these 
standards are inconsistent with ISDEAA, 
these provisions do not apply. 

1. AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of 
Highways and Streets. 

2. AASHTO A Guide for Transportation 
Landscape and Environmental Design. 

3. AASHTO Roadside Design Guide, latest 
edition. 

4. AASHTO Guide for Selecting, Locating 
and Designing Traffic Barriers, latest edi-
tion. 

5. AASHTO Standard Specifications for 
Highway Bridges, latest edition. 

6. AASHTO Guidelines of Geometric Design 
of Very Low-Volume Local Roads (ADT less 
than or equal to 400). 

7. FHWA Federal Lands Highway, Project 
Development and Design Manual. 

8. FHWA Flexibility in Highway Design. 
9. FHWA Roadside Improvements for Local 

Road and Streets. 
10. FHWA Improving Guardrail Installa-

tions and Local Roads and Streets. 
11. 23 CFR part 625, Design Standards for 

Highways. 
12. 23 CFR part 630, Preconstruction Proce-

dures. 
13. 23 CFR part 633, Required Contract Pro-

visions. 
14. 23 CFR part 635, Construction and Main-

tenance. 
15. 23 CFR part 645, Utilities. 
16. 23 CFR part 646, Railroads. 
17. 23 U.S.C. 106, PS&E. 
18. 23 U.S.C. 109, Standards. 
19. DOT Metric Conversion Plan, October 

31, 1991. 
20. MUTCD Manual of Uniform Traffic 

Safety Devices, latest edition. 
21. Standard Specifications for Construc-

tion of Roads and Bridges on Federal High-
way Projects, latest edition. 

Subpart E—Service Delivery for 
Indian Reservation Roads 

FUNDING PROCESS 

§ 170.600 What must BIA include in the 
notice of availability of funds? 

(a) Upon receiving the total fiscal 
year of IRR Program funding from 
FHWA, BIA will publish a notice of 
availability of funds in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER that includes the following: 

(1) The total funding available to 
each region for IRR transportation 
planning, design, and construction 
projects based on each region’s Rel-
ative Need Distribution Factor (RNDF) 
defined in subpart C; 

(2) The total funding available to 
each tribe based on its RNDF, along 
with prior year information on IRR 
Program funding by tribe that identi-
fies over-funded or advance-funded 
tribes; and 

(3) A listing of FHWA-approved 
IRRTIP projects for each State within 
each BIA region. 

(b) Upon publication of the notice 
under this section, each BIA Regional 
Office must provide to each tribe with-
in its region: 

(1) A proposed project listing used to 
develop the region’s control schedule; 

(2) An offer to provide the tribe with 
technical assistance in preparing con-
tract proposals; 

(3) The various options available to 
the tribe for IRR construction projects 
(force account methods, direct service, 
self-determination contract, and self- 
governance agreement); and 

(4) A request for a response from the 
tribe within 30 days. 

§ 170.601 What happens to the unused 
portion of IRR Program manage-
ment and oversight funds reserved 
by the Secretary? 

BIA distributes any unused IRR Pro-
gram management and oversight funds 
to its Regional Offices using the RNDF 
(see subpart C). The Regional Offices 
use the funds for additional construc-
tion activities. 

§ 170.602 If a tribe incurs unforeseen 
construction costs, can it get addi-
tional funds? 

Yes. To the extent feasible, the Sec-
retary must pay for all costs incurred 
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resulting from unforeseen cir-
cumstances of the construction process 
(i.e., cost overruns). If the Secretary is 
unable to fund the unforeseen costs in 
a cost reimbursable contract, the tribe 
may suspend performance of the con-
tract until sufficient additional funds 
are awarded. (See 25 CFR 900.130(e).) 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

§ 170.605 When may BIA use force ac-
count methods in the IRR Program? 

BIA may use force account methods 
in the IRR Program unless the tribe 
elects otherwise to enter into a self-de-
termination contract or a self-govern-
ance agreement for the IRR Program. 
However, BIA must continue to consult 
with the tribe before using a force ac-
count under this situation. The appli-
cable FAR and Federal law apply to 
BIA force account project activities. 

§ 170.606 How do legislation and procurement requirements affect the IRR Pro-
gram? 

Other legislation and procurement requirements apply to the IRR Program as 
shown in the following table. 

Legislation, regulation or other 
requirement 

Applies to tribes under self- 
determination contracts 

Applies to tribes under self- 
governance agreements 

Applies to activities per-
formed by the Secretary 

Buy Indian Act ........................... No No Yes. 
Buy American Act ...................... No No Yes. 
Federal Acquisition Regulation 

(FAR).
No 1 No Yes. 

Federal Tort Claims Act ............ Yes Yes Yes. 
Davis-Bacon Act ........................ Yes 2 Yes 2 Yes. 

1 Unless agreed to by the tribe or tribal organization under ISDEAA, 25 U.S.C. 450j(a), and 25 CFR part 900.115. 
2 Does not apply when tribe performs work with its own employees. 

§ 170.607 Can a tribe use its allocation 
of IRR Program funds for contract 
support costs? 

Yes. Contract support costs are an el-
igible item out of a tribe’s IRR Pro-
gram allocation and need to be in-
cluded in a tribe’s project construction 
budget. 

§ 170.608 Can a tribe pay contract sup-
port costs from Department of the 
Interior or BIA appropriations? 

No. Contract support costs for IRR 
construction projects cannot be paid 
out of Department of the Interior or 
BIA appropriations. 

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS UNDER 
ISDEAA 

§ 170.610 What IRR Program functions 
may a tribe assume under ISDEAA? 

A tribe may assume all IRR Program 
functions and activities that are other-
wise contractible under a self-deter-
mination contract or self-governance 

agreement following the requirements 
in 25 CFR parts 900 or 1000. 

(a) Tribes may use IRR Program 
project funds contained in their con-
tracts or annual funding agreements 
for contractible supportive administra-
tive functions. 

(b) Appendix A to this subpart con-
tains a list of non-contractible func-
tions and activities that cannot be in-
cluded in contracts or agreements. 

§ 170.611 What special provisions 
apply to ISDEAA contracts and 
agreements? 

(a) Multi-year contracts and agree-
ments. The Secretary can enter into a 
multi-year IRR Program self-deter-
mination contract and self-governance 
agreement with a tribe under sections 
105(c)(1)(A) and (2) of ISDEAA. The 
amount of such contracts or agree-
ments is subject to the availability of 
appropriations. 

(b) Consortia. Under Title I and Title 
IV of ISDEAA, tribes and multi-tribal 
organizations are eligible to assume 
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IRR Programs under consortium con-
tracts or agreements. For an expla-
nation of self-determination contracts, 
refer to Title I, 25 U.S.C. 450f. For an 
explanation of self-governance agree-
ments, see Title IV, 25 U.S.C. 450b(l) 
and 458b(b)(2). 

(c) Advance payments. The Secretary 
and the tribe must negotiate a sched-
ule of advance payments as part of the 
terms of a self-determination contract 
in accordance with 25 CFR 900.132. 

(d) Design and construction contracts. 
The Secretary can enter into a design/ 
construct IRR Program self-determina-
tion contract that includes both the 
design and construction of one or more 
IRR projects. The Secretary may make 
advance payments to a tribe: 

(1) Under a self-determination design/ 
construct contract for construction ac-
tivities based on progress, need, and 
the payment schedule negotiated under 
25 CFR 900.132; and 

(2) Under a self-governance agree-
ment in the form of annual or semi-
annual installments as indicated in the 
agreement. 

§ 170.612 How are non-contractible 
functions funded? 

(a) All non-contractible IRR program 
functions are funded by IRR Program 
management and oversight funds. 

(b) All non-contractible IRR project 
functions are funded by IRR Program 
construction funds. 

§ 170.613 When does BIA determine the 
amount of funds needed for non- 
contractible non-project related 
functions? 

Each fiscal year the Secretary will 
develop national and regional BIA IRR 
Program budgets. Within the first 
quarter of each fiscal year BIA will 
publish a copy of the national and re-
gional IRR budgets. 

§ 170.614 Can a tribe receive funds be-
fore BIA publishes the notice of 
funding availability? 

A tribe can receive funds before BIA 
publishes the notice of funding avail-
ability required by § 170.600(a)(1) only if 
the tribe has a negotiated self-deter-
mination contract or self-governance 
agreement. 

§ 170.615 Can a tribe receive advance 
payments for non-construction ac-
tivities? 

Yes. BIA must make advance pay-
ments to a tribe for non-construction 
activities under 25 U.S.C. 450l for self- 
determination contracts on a quar-
terly, semiannual, lump-sum, or other 
basis proposed by a tribe and author-
ized by law. 

§ 170.616 How are advance payments 
made when additional IRR Pro-
gram funds are made available 
after execution of the self-govern-
ance agreement? 

When additional IRR Program funds 
are available, following the procedures 
in 25 CFR 1000.104, tribes can request to 
use the additional funds for IRR Pro-
gram activities or projects and have an 
addendum to the agreement executed. 

§ 170.617 May a tribe include a contin-
gency in its proposal budget? 

(a) A tribe with a self-determination 
contract may include a contingency 
amount in its proposed budget in ac-
cordance with 25 CFR 900.127(e)(8). 

(b) A tribe with a self-governance 
agreement may include a project-spe-
cific line item for contingencies if the 
tribe does not include its full IRR Pro-
gram funding allocation in the agree-
ment. 

(c) The amounts in both paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section must be with-
in the RNDF allocation or within the 
negotiated ISDEAA contract or agree-
ment. 

§ 170.618 Can a tribe keep savings re-
sulting from project administra-
tion? 

When actual costs of the projects 
under contracts or agreements for con-
struction projects are less than the es-
timated costs, the Secretary will deter-
mine the use of the excess funds after 
consultation with the tribe. (See 25 
U.S.C. 450e–2.) 

§ 170.619 Do tribal preference and In-
dian preference apply to IRR Pro-
gram funding? 

Tribal preference and Indian pref-
erence apply to IRR Program funding 
as shown in the following table: 
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If . . . Then . . . 

(a) A contract serves a single 
tribe.

Section 7(c) under Title I of 
ISDEAA allows tribal em-
ployment or contract pref-
erence laws, including tribe 
local preference laws, to 
govern. 

(b) A contract serves more 
than one tribe.

Section 7(b) under Title I of 
ISDEAA applies. 

(c) A self-governance agree-
ment exists under Title IV 
of ISDEAA.

25 CFR 1000.406 applies. 

§ 170.620 How do ISDEAA’s Indian 
preference provisions apply? 

This section applies when the Sec-
retary or a tribe enters into a coopera-
tive agreement with a State or local 
government for an IRR construction 
project. The tribe and the parties may 
choose to incorporate the provisions of 
section 7(b) of ISDEAA in a cooperative 
agreement. 

§ 170.621 What if a tribe fails to sub-
stantially perform work under a 
contract or agreement? 

If a tribe fails to substantially per-
form work under a contract or agree-
ment: 

(a) For self-determination contracts, 
the Secretary must use the monitoring 
and enforcement procedures in 25 CFR 
900.131(a)–(b) and ISDEAA, part 900 sub-
part L (appeals); and 

(b) For self-governance agreements, 
the Secretary must use the monitoring 
and enforcement procedures in 25 CFR 
part 1000 subpart K. 

§ 170.622 What IRR programs, func-
tions, services, and activities are 
subject to the self-governance con-
struction regulations? 

All IRR Program design and con-
struction projects and activities, 
whether included separately or under a 
program in the agreement, are subject 
to the regulations in 25 CFR 1000 sub-
part K, including applicable excep-
tions. 

§ 170.623 How are IRR Program 
projects and activities included in a 
self-governance agreement? 

To include an IRR Program project 
or activity in a self-governance agree-
ment, the following information is re-
quired: 

(a) A line item for each project or ac-
tivity; 

(b) Sufficient detail to describe the 
work as included in the FHWA-ap-
proved IRRTIP and Control Schedule; 
and 

(c) All other information required 
under 25 CFR 1000 subpart K. 

§ 170.624 Is technical assistance avail-
able? 

Yes. Technical assistance is available 
from BIA for tribes with questions 
about contracting the IRR Program or 
IRR projects. For tribes with questions 
about self-governance agreements for 
the IRR Program or IRR project(s), 
technical assistance is available from 
the Office of Self-Governance and BIA. 
Technical assistance can include, but is 
not limited to, assistance in the prepa-
ration of self-determination contract 
proposal(s) and self-governance agree-
ments. 

§ 170.625 What regulations apply to 
waivers? 

The following regulations apply to 
waivers: 

(a) For self-determination contracts, 
25 CFR 900.140–148; 

(b) For self-governance agreements, 
25 CFR 1000.220–232; and 

(c) For direct service, 25 CFR 1.2. 

§ 170.626 How does a tribe request a 
waiver of a Department of Trans-
portation regulation? 

A tribe must follow the procedures in 
ISDEAA, Title I, and 25 CFR 900.140–148 
for self-determination contracts and 
Title IV, 25 CFR 1000.220–232 for tribal 
self-governance agreements. A cour-
tesy copy of the request should be sent 
to the Secretary of Transportation at: 
400 7th St., SW., HFL–1, Washington, 
DC 20590. When a waiver request is out-
side the Secretary’s authority, the Sec-
retary should forward the request to 
the Secretary of Transportation. 

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART E—IRR PRO-
GRAM FUNCTIONS THAT ARE NOT 
OTHERWISE CONTRACTIBLE 

The program functions listed in this appen-
dix cannot be included in a self-determina-
tion contract or self-governance agreement. 
(23 U.S.C. 202(d)(3)(B)) 

A. IRR project-related pre-contracting ac-
tivities: 

1. Notifying tribes of available funding in-
cluding the right of first refusal; and 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:16 Apr 21, 2011 Jkt 223082 PO 00000 Frm 00624 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8002 Y:\SGML\223082.XXX 223082W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

G
B

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



615 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior Pt. 170, Subpt. E, App. A 

2. Providing technical assistance. 
B. IRR project-related contracting activi-

ties: 
1. Providing technical assistance; 
2. Reviewing all scopes of work under 25 

CFR 900.122; 
3. Evaluating proposals and making dec-

lination decisions, if warranted; 
4. Performing declination activities; 
5. Negotiating and entering into contracts 

or agreements with State, tribal, and local 
governments and other Federal agencies; 

6. Processing progress payments or con-
tract payments; 

7. Approving contract modifications; 
8. Processing claims and disputes with 

tribal governments; and 
9. Closing out contracts or agreements. 
C. Planning activities: 
1. Reviewing IRR transportation improve-

ment programs developed by tribes or other 
contractors; 

2. Reviewing IRR long-range transpor-
tation plans developed by tribes or other 
contractors; and 

3. Performing other Federal responsibil-
ities identified in the IRR Transportation 
Planning Procedures and Guidelines manual. 

D. Environmental and historical preserva-
tion activities: 

1. Reviewing and approving all items re-
quired for environmental compliance; and 

2. Reviewing and approving all items re-
quired for archaeological compliance. 

E. Processing rights-of-way: 
1. Reviewing rights-of-way applications 

and certifications; 
2. Approving rights-of-way documents; 
3. Processing grants and acquisition of 

rights-of-way requests for tribal trust and al-
lotted lands under 25 CFR part 169; 

4. Responding to information requests; 
5. Filing Affidavit of Completion Forms; 

and 
6. Performing custodial functions related 

to storing rights-of-way documents. 
F. Conducting project development and de-

sign under 25 CFR 900.131: 
1. Participating in the plan-in-hand re-

views on behalf of BIA as facility owner; 
2. Reviewing and/or approving plans, speci-

fications, and cost estimates (PS&E’s) for 
health and safety assurance on behalf of BIA 
as facility owner; 

3. Reviewing PS&E’s to assure compliance 
with NEPA as well as all other applicable 
Federal laws; and 

4. Reviewing PS&E’s to assure compliance 
with or exceeding Federal standards for IRR 
design and construction. 

G. Construction: 
1. Making application for clean air/clean 

water permits as facility owner; 
2. Ensuring that all required State/tribal/ 

Federal permits are obtained; 
3. Performing quality assurance activities; 

4. Conducting value engineering activities 
as facility owner; 

5. Negotiating with contractors on behalf 
of Federal Government; 

6. Approving contract modifications/ 
change orders; 

7. Conducting periodic site visits; 
8. Performing all Federal Government re-

quired project-related activities contained in 
the contract documents and required by 25 
CFR parts 900 and 1000; 

9. Conducting activities to assure compli-
ance with safety plans as a jurisdictional re-
sponsibility hazardous materials, traffic con-
trol, OSHA, etc.; 

10. Participating in final inspection and ac-
ceptance of project documents as-built draw-
ings on behalf of BIA as facility owner; and 

11. Reviewing project closeout activities 
and reports. 

H. Other activities: 
1. Performing other non-contractible re-

quired IRR project activities contained in 
this part, ISDEAA and part 1000; and 

2. Other Title 23 non-project-related man-
agement activities. 

I. BIADOT program management: 
1. Developing budget on needs for the IRR 

Program; 
2. Developing legislative proposals; 
3. Coordinating legislative activities; 
4. Developing and issuing regulations; 
5. Developing and issuing IRR planning, de-

sign, and construction standards; 
6. Developing/revising interagency agree-

ments; 
7. Developing and approving IRR Program 

stewardship agreements in conjunction with 
FHWA; 

8. Developing annual IRR Program obliga-
tion and IRR Program accomplishments re-
ports; 

9. Developing reports on IRR Program 
project expenditures and performance meas-
ures for the Government Performance and 
Results Act (GPRA); 

10. Responding to/maintaining data for 
congressional inquiries; 

11. Developing and maintaining funding 
formula and its database; 

12. Allocating IRR Program and other 
transportation funding; 

13. Providing technical assistance to tribe/ 
tribal organizations/agencies/regions; 

14. Providing national program leadership 
for: National Scenic Byways Program, Pub-
lic Lands Highways Discretionary Program, 
Transportation Enhancement Program, In-
dian Local Technical Assistance Program, 
Recreational Travel and Tourism, Transit 
Program, ERFO Program, Presidential ini-
tiatives (Millennium Trails, Lewis & Clark, 
Western Tourism Policy Group); 

15. Participating in and supporting tribal 
transportation association meetings; 
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16. Coordinating with and monitoring In-
dian Local Technical Assistance Program 
centers; 

17. Planning, coordinating, and conducting 
BIA/tribal training; 

18. Developing information management 
systems to support consistency in data for-
mat, use, etc., with the Secretary of Trans-
portation for the IRR Program; 

19. Participating in special transportation 
related workgroups, special projects, task 
forces and meetings as requested by tribes; 

20. Participating in national, regional, and 
local transportation organizations; 

21. Participating in and supporting FHWA 
Coordinated Technology Implementation 
program; 

22. Participating in national and regional 
IRR Program meetings; 

23. Consulting with tribes on non-project 
related IRR Program issues; 

24. Participating in IRR Program, process, 
and product reviews; 

25. Developing and approving national in-
definite quantity service contracts; 

26. Assisting and supporting the IRR Co-
ordinating Committee; 

27. Processing IRR Bridge program projects 
and other discretionary funding applications 
or proposals from tribes; 

28. Coordinating with FHWA; 
29. Performing stewardship of the IRR Pro-

gram; 
30. Performing oversight of the IRR Pro-

gram and its funded activities; 
31. Performing any other non-contractible 

IRR Program activity included in this part; 
and 

32. Determining eligibility of new uses of 
IRR Program funds. 

J. BIADOT Planning: 
1. Maintaining the official IRR inventory; 
2. Reviewing long-range transportation 

plans; 
3. Reviewing and approving IRR transpor-

tation improvement programs; 
4. Maintaining nationwide inventory of 

IRR strip and atlas maps; 
5. Coordinating with tribal/State/regional/ 

local governments; 
6. Developing and issuing procedures for 

management systems; 
7. Distributing approved IRR transpor-

tation improvement programs to BIA re-
gions; 

8. Coordinating with other Federal agen-
cies as applicable; 

9. Coordinating and processing the funding 
and repair of damaged Indian Reservation 
Roads with FHWA; 

10. Calculating and distributing IRR trans-
portation planning funds to BIA regions; 

11. Reprogramming unused IRR transpor-
tation planning funds at the end of the fiscal 
year; 

12. Monitoring the nationwide obligation of 
IRR transportation planning funds; 

13. Providing technical assistance and 
training to BIA regions and tribes; 

14. Approving Atlas maps; 
15. Reviewing IRR inventory information 

for quality assurance; and 
16. Advising BIA regions and tribes of 

transportation funding opportunities. 
K. BIADOT engineering: 
1. Participating in the development of de-

sign/construction standards with FHWA; 
2. Developing and approving design/con-

struction/maintenance standards; 
3. Conducting IRR Program/product re-

views; and 
4. Developing and issuing technical criteria 

for management systems. 
L. BIADOT responsibilities for bridges: 
1. Maintaining BIA National Bridge Inven-

tory information/database; 
2. Conducting quality assurance of the 

bridge inspection program; 
3. Reviewing and processing IRR Bridge 

program applications; 
4. Participating in second level review of 

IRR bridge PS-E’s; and 
5. Developing criteria for bridge manage-

ment systems. 
M. BIADOT responsibilities to perform 

other non-contractible required IRR Pro-
gram activities contained in this part. 

N. BIA regional offices program manage-
ment: 

1. Designating IRR System roads; 
2. Notifying tribes of available funding; 
3. Developing state IRR transportation im-

provement programs; 
4. Providing FHWA-approved IRR transpor-

tation improvement programs to tribes; 
5. Providing technical assistance to tribes/ 

tribal organizations/agencies; 
6. Funding common services as provided as 

part of the region/agency/BIA Division of 
Transportation IRR Program costs; 

7. Processing and investigating non-project 
related tort claims; 

8. Preparing budgets for BIA regional and 
agency IRR Program activities; 

9. Developing/revising interagency agree-
ments; 

10. Developing control schedules/transpor-
tation improvement programs; 

11. Developing regional IRR Program stew-
ardship agreements; 

12. Developing quarterly/annual IRR Pro-
gram obligation and program accomplish-
ments reports; 

13. Developing reports on IRR project ex-
penditures and performance measures for 
Government Performance and Results Act 
(GPRA); 

14. Responding to/maintaining data for 
congressional inquiries; 

15. Participating in Indian transportation 
association meetings; 

16. Participating in Indian Local Technical 
Assistance Program (LTAP) meetings and 
workshops; 
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17. Participating in BIA/tribal training de-
velopment highway safety, work zone safety, 
etc.; 

18. Participating in special workgroups, 
task forces, and meetings as requested by 
tribes and BIA region/agency personnel; 

19. Participating in national, regional, or 
local transportation organizations meetings 
and workshops; 

20. Reviewing Coordinated Technology Im-
plementation Program project proposals; 

21. Consulting with tribal governments on 
non-project related program issues; 

22. Funding costs for common services as 
provided as part of BIA IRR region/agency/ 
contracting support costs; 

23. Reviewing IRR Atlas maps; 
24. Processing Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) requests; 
25. Monitoring the obligation and expendi-

ture of all IRR Program funds allocated to 
BIA region; 

26. Performing activities related to the ap-
plication for ERFO funds, administration, 
and oversight of such funds; and 

27. Participating in IRR Program, process, 
and product reviews. 

O. BIA regional offices’ planning: 
1. Coordinating with tribal/State/regional/ 

local government; 
2. Coordinating and processing the funding 

and repair of damaged Indian Reservation 
Roads with tribes; 

3. Reviewing and approving IRR Inventory 
data; 

4. Maintaining, reviewing, and approving 
the management systems databases; 

5. Reviewing and approving IRR State 
transportation improvement programs; and 

6. Performing Federal responsibilities iden-
tified in the IRR Transportation Planning 
Procedures and Guidelines manual. 

P. BIA regional offices’ engineering: 
1. Approving tribal standards for the IRR 

Program use; 
2. Developing and implementing new engi-

neering techniques in the IRR Program; and 
3. Providing technical assistance. 
Q. BIA regional offices’ responsibilities for 

bridges: 
1. Reviewing and processing IRR bridge 

program applications; 
2. Reviewing and processing IRR bridge in-

spection reports and information; and 
3. Ensuring the safe use of roads and 

bridges. 
R. BIA regional offices’ other responsibilities 

for performing other non-contractible re-
quired IRR Program activities contained 
in this part. 

Subpart F—Program Oversight 
and Accountability 

§ 170.700 What is the IRR Program 
stewardship plan? 

The IRR Program stewardship plan 
delineates the respective roles and re-
sponsibilities of BIA and FHWA in the 
administration of the IRR Program 
and the process used for fulfilling those 
roles and responsibilities. 

§ 170.701 May a direct service tribe 
and BIA Region sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding? 

Yes. An IRR Program tribal/BIA re-
gion MOU is a document that a direct 
service tribe and BIA may enter into to 
help define the roles, responsibilities 
and consultation process between the 
regional BIA office and the Indian trib-
al government. It describes how the 
IRR Program will be carried out by 
BIA on the tribe’s behalf. 

§ 170.702 What activities may the Sec-
retary review and monitor? 

The Secretary reviews and monitors 
the performance of construction activi-
ties under 25 CFR 900 subpart J and 25 
CFR 1000 subpart K. 

Subpart G—BIA Road 
Maintenance 

§ 170.800 Who owns IRR transpor-
tation facilities? 

Public authorities such as tribes, 
States, counties, local governments, 
and the Federal Government own IRR 
transportation facilities. 

§ 170.801 What is the BIA Road Mainte-
nance Program? 

The BIA Road Maintenance Program 
covers the distribution and use of the 
funds provided by Congress in the an-
nual Department of the Interior appro-
priations acts for maintaining trans-
portation facilities. Appendix A to this 
subpart contains a list of activities 
that are eligible for funding under the 
BIA road maintenance program. 

§ 170.802 How is road maintenance 
funded? 

(a) The U.S. Congress funds a BIA 
program for the maintenance of IRR 
transportation facilities as defined in 
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