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entered into with a tribal organization 
must so notify the Area Director no 
later than February 1 preceding the 
school year for which the contract will 
be let. 

(b) If the tribal governing body’s no-
tice is not received by the date given in 
paragraph (a) of this section, the Area 
Director may contract with the State, 
school district, or Indian corporation 
under this part. 

§ 273.22 Application approval officials. 

(a) Each Area Director is authorized 
to approve the contract(s) submitted 
by the State, school district, or Indian 
corporation under this part which will 
provide services to Indian children 
within the jurisdiction of that Area Of-
fice. 

(b) When a proposed contract(s) will 
provide services to Indian children 
within the jurisdiction of more than 
one Area Office, the contract must be 
approved by the Commissioner. 

§ 273.23 Submitting application to 
Area Office. 

When services under the proposed 
contract will be provided to Indian 
children within the jurisdiction of a 
single Area Office, the completed appli-
cation shall be submitted to the Area 
Director of that Area Office. 

§ 273.24 Area Office review and deci-
sion. 

Upon receiving a contract applica-
tion, the Area Director shall: 

(a) Notify the applicant in writing 
that the application has been received. 
This notice shall be made within four-
teen (14) days after the Area Office re-
ceives the application. 

(b) Review the application for com-
pleteness and request within 20 days 
any additional information from the 
applicant which will be needed to reach 
a decision. 

(c) On receiving an application for 
operational support, make formal writ-
ten determination and findings sup-
porting the need for such funds. In ar-
riving at such a determination, the 
Area Director must be assured that 
each local education agency has made 
a good faith effort in computing State 
and local contributions without regard 

to funds requested pursuant to this 
part. 

(d) Assess the completed application 
to determine if the contract proposal is 
feasible and if the proposal and the ap-
plication comply with the appropriate 
requirements of the Johnson-O’Malley 
Act and of the regulations in this part. 

(e) Approve or disapprove the appli-
cation after fully reviewing and assess-
ing the application and any additional 
information submitted by the appli-
cant. 

(f) Promptly notify the applicant in 
writing of the decision to approve or 
disapprove the application. If the appli-
cation is disapproved, the notice will 
give the reasons for disapproval and 
the applicant’s right to appeal pursu-
ant to part 2 of this chapter. 

§ 273.25 Deadline for Area Office ac-
tion. 

(a) The Area Director shall approve 
or disapprove an application for a con-
tract within sixty (60) days after the 
Area Office receives the application 
and any additional information re-
quested in § 273.24(b). The sixty (60) day 
deadline can be extended after obtain-
ing the written consent of the appli-
cant. 

(b) An application under this part 
cannot be approved before February 1 
preceding the school year for which the 
contract will be let. 

§ 273.26 Submitting application to Cen-
tral Office. 

When services under the proposed 
contract will be provided to Indian 
children within the jurisdiction of two 
or more Area Offices, the completed 
application shall be submitted to the 
Commissioner through the respective 
Area Offices. 

§ 273.27 Central Office review and de-
cision. 

Upon receiving a contract applica-
tion, the Commissioner shall: 

(a) Notify the applicant in writing 
that the application has been received. 
This notice shall be made within four-
teen (14) days after the Central Office 
receives the application. 

(b) Review the application for com-
pleteness and request within 20 days 
any additional information from the 
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