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Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 91.8 

and the Superintendent. All actions of 
the committee are subject to appeal to 
the Council whose decision shall be 
final: Provided, That such committee 
shall have no control or authority to 
grant permission for the use of tribal 
property described in § 91.5 for the hold-
ing of dances. Such authority shall re-
main in the Council and any group or 
individual using the property for dance 
purposes without the written permis-
sion of the Council shall be in violation 
of these regulations: Provided, further, 
That the village committee shall not 
permit the use of any of the tracts de-
scribed in § 91.5 in any manner that 
would conflict with Council authoriza-
tion for dance purposes. 

§ 91.7 Permits to occupy land for 
dwelling purposes. 

The issuance of permits for the use of 
land for dwelling purposes within any 
village reserve described in § 91.3 except 
tracts reserved for specific purposes by 
§ 91.5 will be under the jurisdiction of 
the Superintendent. Permits may be 
issued only to tribal members upon ap-
plication to the Superintendent: Pro-
vided, That only one permit shall be 
issued to any one individual and that 
erection of a dwelling house shall be 
started on such land within six (6) 
months from date of approval of the 
permit or such permit shall be auto-
matically terminated except that upon 
written application the Superintendent 
may extend such permit for an addition 
six (6) months: Provided, further, That 
only one dwelling shall be constructed 
under any one permit. Permits shall be 
issued for the use of one to three con-
tiguous lots, depending upon the qual-
ity and permanency of the improve-
ments to be placed thereon. Permits 
issued under this section shall be made 
in duplicate in a manner to be pre-
scribed by the Superintendent. The 
original copy shall be filed in the 
Branch of Realty, Osage Agency, and 
the duplicate copy shall be mailed to 
the permittee. 

[33 FR 8270, June 4, 1968. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982] 

§ 91.8 Sale or mortgage of improve-
ments. 

No improvements located within the 
village reserves described in § 91.3 shall 

be sold, mortgaged, transferred or as-
signed without the approval of the Su-
perintendent. 

(a) Improvements may be mortgaged 
for home improvements or the erection 
of new improvements. Such mortgages 
shall be made with acceptable lending 
agencies and shall be approved by the 
Superintendent. The lending agency 
shall have the right: 

(1) To foreclose the mortgage and to 
sell the improvements within six (6) 
months of the date of foreclosure judg-
ment to any eligible tribal member 
with the understanding that the use of 
the land on which the improvements 
are situated shall be transferable to 
the new owner; or 

(2) To foreclose the mortgage and to 
sell the improvements to a non-tribal 
member, who shall remove the im-
provements from the village reserve 
within six (6) months of the date of 
sale. In the event of removal of the 
mortgaged property, it shall be the re-
sponsibility of the lending agency to 
level the land on which such improve-
ments were located and to remove all 
debris, sidewalks, etc., leaving the 
premises in an orderly condition. Fail-
ure to make such disposition within 
the time stated in this paragraph shall 
result in forfeiture of the improve-
ments to the village committee. 

(b) Improvements may be sold by the 
owner thereof with the approval of the 
Superintendent. Sale of such improve-
ments shall be accomplished by bill of 
sale executed by the owner in triplicate 
who shall file all copies with the Super-
intendent. If the purchaser of such im-
provements is a member of the Osage 
Tribe, the bill of sale shall be accom-
panied by a relinquishment of the per-
mit in favor of the vendee for the occu-
pancy of the land on which such im-
provements are located. If the pur-
chaser is not a member of the Osage 
Tribe, such purchaser shall be required 
to endorse an agreement on the reverse 
of all copies of the bill of sale that he 
will: 

(1) Remove the improvements from 
the village reserve within six (6) 
months of date of approval of the bill 
of sale; 

(2) Transfer the title thereof as pro-
vided in this section to a tribal mem-
ber who is eligible; or 
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(3) Failing to make such disposition 
within the time stated forfeit title to 
the village committee. 

(c) Upon approval of the bill of sale 
by the Superintendent, the original or 
certified copy shall be filed in the 
Branch of Realty, Osage Agency, the 
duplicate copy mailed to the pur-
chaser, and the triplicate copy mailed 
to the seller. 

§ 91.9 Inheritance of improvements. 
(a) Upon the death of the owner of 

improvements in a village reserve, 
such improvements shall, in probate 
matters, be subject to the jurisdiction 
of the county courts, State of Okla-
homa, and shall be subject to inherit-
ance or bequest in accordance with ap-
plicable State and Federal laws. The 
land within a village reserve is held in 
trust for the benefit of tribal members 
and is not subject to inheritance or 
purchase. 

(b) When such improvements or in-
terests therein are inherited by or be-
queathed to a non-tribal member, he or 
she shall dispose of such improvements 
in the manner provided for disposition 
of improvements by purchaser under 
§ 91.8: Provided, That when such non- 
tribal member is a legally adopted 
minor child such child may continue to 
occupy the land during its minority: 
Provided, further, That when such non- 
tribal member is the surviving spouse 
such individual, so long as he or she re-
mains single may continue to occupy 
the land during his or her lifetime or 
may sell the improvements as provided 
herein and may receive a proceeds 
therefrom. In the event such surviving 
spouse remarries, the right to contin-
uous occupancy of the land pursuant to 
this § 91.9 shall terminate and such sur-
viving spouse shall make disposition of 
such improvements as provided for pur-
chasers in § 91.8. If upon the death of 
the surviving spouse title to the im-
provements vests in a non-tribal mem-
ber, they shall be sold as provided in 
§ 91.8 and the proceeds distributed to 
the persons entitled thereto. 

(c) Improvements inherited by tribal 
members may be occupied or rented in 
accordance with § 91.10: Provided, No 
tribal member shall be issued more 
than two permits or own more than 
two sets of improvements, one of which 

must be inherited property and one oc-
cupied by the tribal member: Provided, 
further, No tribal member shall be per-
mitted to retain more than one set of 
improvements for rental. If this provi-
sion is violated, the tribal member will 
have three years, from the date of writ-
ten notice from the Superintendent 
that such provision has been violated, 
within which to dispose of the surplus 
property in accordance with § 91.8. 

§ 91.10 Renting of improvements. 
The Superintendent may issue a cer-

tificate of permission to rent for a pe-
riod of one (1) year improvements lo-
cated on land held under valid permit, 
subject to renewal in the discretion of 
the Superintendent, upon written ap-
plication by the owner of such im-
provements and the prospective tenant: 
Provided, That such prospective tenant 
is a tribal member and the property to 
be rented is that heretofore occupied or 
inherited by the owner. Certificates of 
permission issued under this section 
may be withdrawn upon 30-day notice 
to the tenant by the Superintendent 
and such tenant expelled from the vil-
lage reserve. The application and cer-
tificate of permission on a form to be 
prescribed by the Superintendent shall 
be made in triplicate and all copies for-
warded to the Superintendent for ac-
tion. Upon approval by the Super-
intendent, the original copy of the ap-
plication and certificate shall be filed 
in the Branch of Realty, Osage Agency, 
the duplicate copy of each forwarded to 
the owner, and the triplicate copy of 
each forwarded to the tenant. 

§ 91.11 Domestic animals in village re-
serves. 

(a) No livestock shall be permitted to 
trespass in any village reserve except 
that unassigned lots or unplatted areas 
enclosed by adequate fences may be 
leased by the village committee with 
the approval of the Superintendent and 
the proceeds therefrom credited to the 
account of the village committee. Tres-
passing livestock may be impounded by 
the village committee. The village 
committee shall give notice of im-
poundment to the owner of the animal, 
if known, by certified mail or by post-
ing in the village square. The notice 
shall advise the owner that a $10 
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