
23 

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury § 4.25 

determined by the Administrator, ap-
pears in subpart D of part 12 of this 
chapter. 

[T.D. 6521, 25 FR 13835, Dec. 29, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–296, 55 FR 17967, Apr. 
30, 1990; T.D. ATF–398, 63 FR 44783, Aug. 21, 
1998; T.D. ATF–425, 65 FR 11890, 11891, Mar. 7, 
2000] 

§ 4.25 Appellations of origin. 
(a) Definition—(1) American wine. An 

American appellation of origin is: (i) 
The United States; (ii) a State; (iii) two 
or no more than three States which are 
all contiguous; (iv) a county (which 
must be identified with the word 
‘‘county’’, in the same size of type, and 
in letters as conspicuous as the name 
of the county); (v) two or no more than 
three counties in the same States; or 
(vi) a viticultural area (as defined in 
paragraph (e) of this section). 

(2) Imported wine. An appellation of 
origin for imported wine is: (i) A coun-
try, (ii) a state, province, territory, or 
similar political subdivision of a coun-
try equivalent to a state or county; or 
(iii) a viticultural area. 

(b) Qualification—(1) American wine. 
An American wine is entitled to an ap-
pellation of origin other than a multi-
county or multistate appellation, or a 
viticultural area, if: 

(i) At least 75 percent of the wine is 
derived from fruit or agricultural prod-
ucts grown in the appellation area indi-
cated; (ii) it has been fully finished (ex-
cept for cellar treatment pursuant to 
§ 4.22(c), and blending which does not 
result in an alteration of class or type 
under § 4.22(b)) in the United States, if 
labeled ‘‘American’’; or, if labeled with 
a State appellation, within the labeled 
State or an adjacent State; or if la-
beled with a county appellation, within 
the State in which the labeled county 
is located; and (iii) it conforms to the 
laws and regulations of the named ap-
pellation area governing the composi-
tion, method of manufacture, and des-
ignation of wines made in such place. 

(2) Imported wine. An imported wine 
is entitled to an appellation of origin 
other than a viticultural area if: 

(i) At least 75 percent of the wine is 
derived from fruit or agricultural prod-
ucts grown in the area indicated by the 
appellation of origin; and (ii) The wine 
conforms to the requirements of the 

foreign laws and regulations governing 
the composition, method of production, 
and designation of wines available for 
consumption within the country of ori-
gin. 

(c) Multicounty appellations. An appel-
lation of origin comprising two or no 
more than three counties in the same 
State may be used if all of the fruit or 
other agricultural products were grown 
in the counties indicated, and the per-
centage of the wine derived from fruit 
or other agricultural products grown in 
each county is shown on the label with 
a tolerance of plus or minus two per-
cent. 

(d) Multistate appellation. An appella-
tion of origin comprising two or no 
more than three States which are all 
contiguous may be used, if: 

(1) All of the fruit or other agricul-
tural products were grown in the 
States indicated, and the percentage of 
the wine derived from fruit or other ag-
ricultural products grown in each 
State is shown on the label with a tol-
erance of plus or minus two percent; 

(2) it has been fully finished (except 
for cellar treatment pursuant to 
§ 4.22(c), and blending which does not 
result in an alteration of class or type 
under § 4.22(b)) in one of the labeled ap-
pellation States; (3) it conforms to the 
laws and regulations governing the 
composition, method of manufacture, 
and designation of wines in all the 
States listed in the appellation. 

(e) Viticultural area—(1) Definition—(i) 
American wine. A delimited grape-grow-
ing region having distinguishing fea-
tures as described in part 9 of this 
chapter and a name and a delineated 
boundary as established in part 9 of 
this chapter. 

(ii) Imported wine. A delimited place 
or region (other than an appellation de-
fined in paragraph (a)(2)(i) or (a)(2)(ii)) 
the boundaries of which have been rec-
ognized and defined by the country of 
origin for use on labels of wine avail-
able for consumption within the coun-
try of origin. 

(2) Establishment of American 
viticultural areas. A petition for the es-
tablishment of an American 
viticultural area may be made to the 
Administrator by any interested party, 
pursuant to part 9 and § 70.701(c) of this 
chapter. The petition must be made in 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:34 May 14, 2012 Jkt 226106 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\226106.XXX 226106w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



24 

27 CFR Ch. I (4–1–12 Edition) § 4.26 

written form and must contain the in-
formation specified in § 9.12 of this 
chapter. 

(3) Requirements for use. A wine may 
be labeled with a viticultural area ap-
pellation if: 

(i) The appellation has been approved 
under part 9 of this title or by the ap-
propriate foreign government; 

(ii) Not less than 85 percent of the 
wine is derived from grapes grown 
within the boundaries of the 
viticultural area; 

(iii) In the case of foreign wine, it 
conforms to the requirements of the 
foreign laws and regulations governing 
the composition, method of production, 
and designation of wines available for 
consumption within the country of ori-
gin; and 

(iv) In the case of American wine, it 
has been fully finished within the 
State, or one of the States, within 
which the labeled viticultural area is 
located (except for cellar treatment 
pursuant to § 4.22(c), and blending 
which does not result in an alteration 
of class and type under § 4.22(b)). 

(4) Overlap viticultural area appella-
tions. An appellation of origin com-
prised of more than one viticultural 
area may be used in the case of over-
lapping viticultural areas if not less 
than 85 percent of the volume of the 
wine is derived from grapes grown in 
the overlapping area. 

[T.D. ATF–53, 43 FR 37675, Aug. 23, 1978] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 4.25, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 77 FR 16673, Mar. 
22, 2012, § 4.25 was amended, in paragraph 
(a)(1)(v), by removing the word ‘‘States’’ and 
adding in its place the word ‘‘State’’ and by 
revising paragraph (a)(2), the introductory 
text of paragraph (b)(2), and paragraph (d); 
and in paragraph (e)(1)(ii), by removing the 
words ‘‘(other than an appellation defined in 
paragraph (a)(2)(i) or (a)(2)(ii))’’ and adding, 
in their place, the words ‘‘(other than an ap-
pellation defined in paragraph (a)(2)(i), 
(a)(2)(ii), or (a)(2)(iii))’’., effective April 23, 
2012, the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 4.25 Appellations of origin. 
(a) * * * 
(2) Imported wine. An appellation of origin 

for imported wine is: 
(i) A country; 

(ii) A state, province, territory, or similar 
political subdivision of a country equivalent 
to a state or county; 

(iii) Two or no more than three states, 
provinces, territories, or similar political 
subdivisions of a country equivalent to a 
state which are all contiguous; or 

(iv) A viticultural area (as defined in para-
graph (e) of this section). 

(b) * * * 
(2) Imported wine. An imported wine is enti-

tled to an appellation of origin other than a 
multistate appellation, or a viticultural 
area, if: 

* * * * * 

(d) Multistate appellations. (1) American 
wine. An appellation of origin comprising 
two or no more than three States which are 
all contiguous may be used, if: 

(i) All of the fruit or other agricultural 
products were grown in the States indicated, 
and the percentage of the wine derived from 
fruit or other agricultural products grown in 
each State is shown on the label with a tol-
erance of plus or minus 2 percent; 

(ii) The wine has been fully finished (ex-
cept for cellar treatment pursuant to 
§ 4.22(c), and blending that does not result in 
an alteration of class or type under § 4.22(b)) 
in one of the labeled appellation States; and 

(iii) The wine conforms to the laws and 
regulations governing the composition, 
method of manufacture, and designation of 
wines in all of the States listed in the appel-
lation. 

(2) Imported wine. An appellation of origin 
comprising two or no more than three states, 
provinces, territories, or similar political 
subdivisions of a country equivalent to a 
state which are all contiguous may be used 
if: 

(i) All of the fruit or other agricultural 
products were grown in the states, provinces, 
territories, or similar political subdivisions 
of a country equivalent to a state indicated, 
and the percentage of the wine derived from 
fruit or other agricultural products grown in 
each state, province, territory, or political 
subdivision equivalent to a state is shown on 
the label with a tolerance of plus or minus 2 
percent; and 

(ii) The wine conforms to the requirements 
of the foreign laws and regulations governing 
the composition, method of production, and 
designation of wines available for consump-
tion within the country of origin. 

* * * * * 

§ 4.26 Estate bottled. 
(a) Conditions for use. The term Estate 

bottled may be used by a bottling win-
ery on a wine label only if the wine is 
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