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Example 3. A, an alien, travels on vacation 
or on a business trip to State X. Regardless 
of the length of time A spends in State X, A 
does not have a State of residence in State 
X. This is because A does not have a home in 
State X at which he has resided for at least 
90 days. 

Unlawful user of or addicted to any 
controlled substance. A person who uses 
a controlled substance and has lost the 
power of self-control with reference to 
the use of controlled substance; and 
any person who is a current user of a 
controlled substance in a manner other 
than as prescribed by a licensed physi-
cian. Such use is not limited to the use 
of drugs on a particular day, or within 
a matter of days or weeks before, but 
rather that the unlawful use has oc-
curred recently enough to indicate that 
the individual is actively engaged in 
such conduct. A person may be an un-
lawful current user of a controlled sub-
stance even though the substance is 
not being used at the precise time the 
person seeks to acquire a firearm or re-
ceives or possesses a firearm. An infer-
ence of current use may be drawn from 
evidence of a recent use or possession 
of a controlled substance or a pattern 
of use or possession that reasonably 
covers the present time, e.g., a convic-
tion for use or possession of a con-
trolled substance within the past year; 
multiple arrests for such offenses with-
in the past 5 years if the most recent 
arrest occurred within the past year; or 
persons found through a drug test to 
use a controlled substance unlawfully, 
provided that the test was adminis-
tered within the past year. For a cur-
rent or former member of the Armed 
Forces, an inference of current use may 
be drawn from recent disciplinary or 
other administrative action based on 
confirmed drug use, e.g., court-martial 
conviction, nonjudicial punishment, or 
an administrative discharge based on 
drug use or drug rehabilitation failure. 

Unserviceable firearm. A firearm which 
is incapable of discharging a shot by 
means of an explosive and is incapable 
of being readily restored to a firing 
condition. 

U.S.C. The United States Code. 

(5 U.S.C. 552(a), 80 Stat. 383, as amended; 18 
U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 Stat. 
1226)) 

[T.D. ATF–48, 43 FR 13536, Mar. 31 1978; 44 FR 
55842, Sept. 28, 1979] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 478.11, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

Subpart C—Administrative and 
Miscellaneous Provisions 

§ 478.21 Forms prescribed. 

(a) The Director is authorized to pre-
scribe all forms required by this part. 
All of the information called for in 
each form shall be furnished as indi-
cated by the headings on the form and 
the instructions on or pertaining to the 
form. In addition, information called 
for in each form shall be furnished as 
required by this part. 

(b) Requests for forms should be 
mailed to the ATF Distribution Center, 
7664 K Fullerton Road, Springfield, Vir-
ginia 22150. 

(5 U.S.C. 552(a); 80 Stat. 383, as amended) 

[T.D. ATF–92, 46 FR 46915, Sept. 23, 1981, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–249, 52 FR 5962, Feb. 
27, 1987; T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10492, Mar. 31, 
1988; T.D. 372, 61 FR 20724, May 8, 1996; ATF– 
11F, 73 FR 57240, Oct. 2, 2008] 

§ 478.22 Alternate methods or proce-
dures; emergency variations from 
requirements. 

(a) Alternate methods or procedures. 
The licensee, on specific approval by 
the Director as provided in this para-
graph, may use an alternate method or 
procedure in lieu of a method or proce-
dure specifically prescribed in this 
part. The Director may approve an al-
ternate method or procedure, subject 
to stated conditions, when it is found 
that: 

(1) Good cause is shown for the use of 
the alternate method or procedure; 

(2) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure and that the alternate method 
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or procedure is substantially equiva-
lent to that specifically prescribed 
method or procedure; and 

(3) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. Where the licensee desires to 
employ an alternate method or proce-
dure, a written application shall be 
submitted to the appropriate Director 
of Industry Operations, for transmittal 
to the Director. The application shall 
specifically describe the proposed al-
ternate method or procedure and shall 
set forth the reasons for it. Alternate 
methods or procedures may not be em-
ployed until the application is ap-
proved by the Director. The licensee 
shall, during the period of authoriza-
tion of an alternate method or proce-
dure, comply with the terms of the ap-
proved application. Authorization of 
any alternate method or procedure 
may be withdrawn whenever, in the 
judgment of the Director, the effective 
administration of this part is hindered 
by the continuation of the authoriza-
tion. 

(b) Emergency variations from require-
ments. The Director may approve a 
method of operation other than as 
specified in this part, where it is found 
that an emergency exists and the pro-
posed variation from the specified re-
quirements are necessary and the pro-
posed variations (1) will not hinder the 
effective administration of this part, 
and (2) will not be contrary to any pro-
visions of law. Variations from require-
ments granted under this paragraph 
are conditioned on compliance with the 
procedures, conditions, and limitations 
set forth in the approval of the applica-
tion. Failure to comply in good faith 
with the procedures, conditions, and 
limitations shall automatically termi-
nate the authority for the variations, 
and the licensee shall fully comply 
with the prescribed requirements of 
regulations from which the variations 
were authorized. Authority for any 
variation may be withdrawn whenever, 
in the judgment of the Director, the ef-
fective administration of this part is 
hindered by the continuation of the 
variation. Where the licensee desires to 
employ an emergency variation, a writ-

ten application shall be submitted to 
the appropriate Director of Industry 
Operations for transmittal to the Di-
rector. The application shall describe 
the proposed variation and set forth 
the reasons for it. Variations may not 
be employed until the application is 
approved. 

(c) Retention of approved variations. 
The licensee shall retain, as part of the 
licensee’s records, available for exam-
ination by ATF officers, any applica-
tion approved by the Director under 
this section. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10492, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.23 Right of entry and examina-
tion. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b), any ATF officer, when there is rea-
sonable cause to believe a violation of 
the Act has occurred and that evidence 
of the violation may be found on the 
premises of any licensed manufacturer, 
licensed importer, licensed dealer, or 
licensed collector, may, upon dem-
onstrating such cause before a Federal 
magistrate and obtaining from the 
magistrate a warrant authorizing 
entry, enter during business hours (or, 
in the case of a licensed collector, the 
hours of operation) the premises, in-
cluding places of storage, of any such 
licensee for the purpose of inspecting 
or examining: 

(1) Any records or documents re-
quired to be kept by such licensee 
under this part and 

(2) Any inventory of firearms or am-
munition kept or stored by any li-
censed manufacturer, licensed im-
porter, or licensed dealer at such prem-
ises or any firearms curios or relics or 
ammunition kept or stored by any li-
censed collector at such premises. 

(b) Any ATF officer, without having 
reasonable cause to believe a violation 
of the Act has occurred or that evi-
dence of the violation may be found 
and without demonstrating such cause 
before a Federal magistrate or obtain-
ing from the magistrate a warrant au-
thorizing entry, may enter during busi-
ness hours the premises, including 
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places of storage, of any licensed man-
ufacturer, licensed importer, or li-
censed dealer for the purpose of in-
specting or examining the records, doc-
uments, ammunition and firearms re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion: 

(1) In the course of a reasonable in-
quiry during the course of a criminal 
investigation of a person or persons 
other than the licensee, 

(2) For insuring compliance with the 
recordkeeping requirements of this 
part: 

(i) Not more than once during any 12- 
month period, or 

(ii) At any time with respect to 
records relating to a firearm involved 
in a criminal investigation that is 
traced to the licensee, or 

(3) When such inspection or examina-
tion may be required for determining 
the disposition of one or more par-
ticular firearms in the course of a bona 
fide criminal investigation. 

(c) Any ATF officer, without having 
reasonable cause to believe a violation 
of the Act has occurred or that evi-
dence of the violation may be found 
and without demonstrating such cause 
before a Federal magistrate or obtain-
ing from the magistrate a warrant au-
thorizing entry, may enter during 
hours of operation the premises, in-
cluding places of storage, of any li-
censed collector for the purpose of in-
specting or examining the records, doc-
uments, firearms, and ammunition re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion (1) for ensuring compliance with 
the recordkeeping requirements of this 
part not more than once during any 12- 
month period or (2) when such inspec-
tion or examination may be required 
for determining the disposition of one 
or more particular firearms in the 
course of a bona fide criminal inves-
tigation. At the election of the licensed 
collector, the annual inspection per-
mitted by this paragraph shall be per-
formed at the ATF office responsible 
for conducting such inspection in clos-
est proximity to the collectors prem-
ises. 

(d) The inspections and examinations 
provided by this section do not author-
ize an ATF officer to seize any records 
or documents other than those records 
or documents constituting material 

evidence of a violation of law. If an 
ATF officer seizes such records or doc-
uments, copies shall be provided the li-
censee within a reasonable time. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10492, Mar. 31, 1988; as 
amended by T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17450, Apr. 
6, 1995] 

§ 478.24 Compilation of State laws and 
published ordinances. 

(a) The Director shall annually revise 
and furnish Federal firearms licensees 
with a compilation of State laws and 
published ordinances which are rel-
evant to the enforcement of this part. 
The Director annually revises the com-
pilation and publishes it as ‘‘State 
Laws and Published Ordinances—Fire-
arms’’ which is furnished free of charge 
to licensees under this part. Where the 
compilation has previously been fur-
nished to licensees, the Director need 
only furnish amendments of the rel-
evant laws and ordinances to such li-
censees. 

(b) ‘‘State Laws and Published Ordi-
nances—Firearms’’ is incorporated by 
reference in this part. It is ATF Publi-
cation 5300.5, revised yearly. The cur-
rent edition is available from the Su-
perintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 
DC 20402. It is also available for inspec-
tion at the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). For 
information on the availability of this 
material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or 
go to: http://www.archives.gov/ 
federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. This incorporation 
by reference was approved by the Di-
rector of the Federal Register. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended at 69 FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004] 

§ 478.25 Disclosure of information. 
The Director of Industry Operations 

may make available to any Federal, 
State or local law enforcement agency 
any information which is obtained by 
reason of the provisions of the Act with 
respect to the identification of persons 
prohibited from purchasing or receiv-
ing firearms or ammunition who have 
purchased or received firearms or am-
munition, together with a description 
of such firearms or ammunition. Upon 
the request of any Federal, State or 
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local law enforcement agency, the Di-
rector of Industry Operations may pro-
vide such agency any information con-
tained in the records required to be 
maintained by the Act or this part. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.25a Responses to requests for in-
formation. 

Each licensee shall respond imme-
diately to, and in no event later than 
24 hours after the receipt of, a request 
by an ATF officer at the National 
Tracing Center for information con-
tained in the records required to be 
kept by this part for determining the 
disposition of one or more firearms in 
the course of a bona fide criminal in-
vestigation. The requested information 
shall be provided orally to the ATF of-
ficer within the 24-hour period. 
Verification of the identity and em-
ployment of National Tracing Center 
personnel requesting information may 
be established at the time the re-
quested information is provided by 
telephoning the toll-free number 1–800– 
788–7132 or using the toll-free facsimile 
(FAX) number 1–800–788–7133. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0032) 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17451, Apr. 6, 1996, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–396, 63 FR 12646, Mar. 
16, 1998; ATF–11F, 73 FR 57240, Oct. 2, 2008] 

§ 478.26 Curio and relic determination. 

Any person who desires to obtain a 
determination whether a particular 
firearm is a curio or relic shall submit 
a written request, in duplicate, for a 
ruling thereon to the Director. Each 
such request shall be executed under 
the penalties of perjury and shall con-
tain a complete and accurate descrip-
tion of the firearm, and such photo-
graphs, diagrams, or drawings as may 
be necessary to enable the Director to 
make a determination. The Director 
may require the submission of the fire-
arm for examination and evaluation. If 
the submission of the firearm is im-
practical, the person requesting the de-
termination shall so advise the Direc-
tor and designate the place where the 
firearm will be available for examina-
tion and evaluation. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.27 Destructive device determina-
tion. 

The Director shall determine in ac-
cordance with 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4) wheth-
er a device is excluded from the defini-
tion of a destructive device. A person 
who desires to obtain a determination 
under that provision of law for any de-
vice which he believes is not likely to 
be used as a weapon shall submit a 
written request, in triplicate, for a rul-
ing thereon to the Director. Each such 
request shall be executed under the 
penalties of perjury and contain a com-
plete and accurate description of the 
device, the name and address of the 
manufacturer or importer thereof, the 
purpose of and use for which it is in-
tended, and such photographs, dia-
grams, or drawings as may be nec-
essary to enable the Director to make 
his determination. The Director may 
require the submission to him, of a 
sample of such device for examination 
and evaluation. If the submission of 
such device is impracticable, the per-
son requesting the ruling shall so ad-
vise the Director and designate the 
place where the device will be available 
for examination and evaluation. 

§ 478.28 Transportation of destructive 
devices and certain firearms. 

(a) The Director may authorize a per-
son to transport in interstate or for-
eign commerce any destructive device, 
machine gun, short-barreled shotgun, 
or short-barreled rifle, if he finds that 
such transportation is reasonably nec-
essary and is consistent with public 
safety and applicable State and local 
law. A person who desires to transport 
in interstate or foreign commerce any 
such device or weapon shall submit a 
written request so to do, in duplicate, 
to the Director. The request shall con-
tain: 

(1) A complete description and identi-
fication of the device or weapon to be 
transported; 

(2) A statement whether such trans-
portation involves a transfer of title; 

(3) The need for such transportation; 
(4) The approximate date such trans-

portation is to take place; 
(5) The present location of such de-

vice or weapon and the place to which 
it is to be transported; 
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(6) The mode of transportation to be 
used (including, if by common or con-
tract carrier, the name and address of 
such carrier); and 

(7) Evidence that the transportation 
or possession of such device or weapon 
is not inconsistent with the laws at the 
place of destination. 

(b) No person shall transport any de-
structive device, machine gun, short- 
barreled shotgun, or short-barreled 
rifle in interstate or foreign commerce 
under the provisions of this section 
until he has received specific author-
ization so to do from the Director. Au-
thorization granted under this section 
does not carry or import relief from 
any other statutory or regulatory pro-
vision relating to firearms. 

(c) This section shall not be con-
strued as requiring licensees to obtain 
authorization to transport destructive 
devices, machine guns, short-barreled 
shotguns, and short-barreled rifles in 
interstate or foreign commerce: Pro-
vided, That in the case of a licensed im-
porter, licensed manufacturer, or li-
censed dealer, such a licensee is quali-
fied under the National Firearms Act 
(see also Part 479 of this chapter) and 
this part to engage in the business with 
respect to the device or weapon to be 
transported, and that in the case of a 
licensed collector, the device or weap-
on to be transported is a curio or relic. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16385, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–138, 48 FR 35399, Aug. 4, 1983] 

§ 478.29 Out-of-State acquisition of 
firearms by nonlicensees. 

No person, other than a licensed im-
porter, licensed manufacturer, licensed 
dealer, or licensed collector, shall 
transport into or receive in the State 
where the person resides (or if a cor-
poration or other business entity, 
where it maintains a place of business) 
any firearm purchased or otherwise ob-
tained by such person outside that 
State: Provided, That the provisions of 
this section: 

(a) Shall not preclude any person who 
lawfully acquires a firearm by bequest 
or intestate succession in a State other 
than his State of residence from trans-
porting the firearm into or receiving it 
in that State, if it is lawful for such 

person to purchase or possess such fire-
arm in that State, 

(b) Shall not apply to the transpor-
tation or receipt of a rifle or shotgun 
obtained from a licensed manufacturer, 
licensed importer, licensed dealer, or 
licensed collector in a State other than 
the transferee’s State of residence in 
an over-the-counter transaction at the 
licensee’s premises obtained in con-
formity with the provisions of 
§ 478.96(c) and 

(c) Shall not apply to the transpor-
tation or receipt of a firearm obtained 
in conformity with the provisions of 
§§ 478.30 and 478.97. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.29a Acquisition of firearms by 
nonresidents. 

No person, other than a licensed im-
porter, licensed manufacturer, licensed 
dealer, or licensed collector, who does 
not reside in any State shall receive 
any firearms unless such receipt is for 
lawful sporting purposes. 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17451, Apr. 6, 1995] 

§ 478.30 Out-of-State disposition of 
firearms by nonlicensees. 

No nonlicensee shall transfer, sell, 
trade, give, transport, or deliver any 
firearm to any other nonlicensee, who 
the transferor knows or has reasonable 
cause to believe does not reside in (or if 
the person is a corporation or other 
business entity, does not maintain a 
place of business in) the State in which 
the transferor resides: Provided, That 
the provisions of this section: 

(a) shall not apply to the transfer, 
transportation, or delivery of a firearm 
made to carry out a bequest of a fire-
arm to, or any acquisition by intestate 
succession of a firearm by, a person 
who is permitted to acquire or possess 
a firearm under the laws of the State of 
his residence; and 

(b) shall not apply to the loan or 
rental of a firearm to any person for 
temporary use for lawful sporting pur-
poses. 

[T.D. ATF–313, 56 FR 32508, July 17, 1991; 57 
FR 1205, Jan. 10, 1992] 
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§ 478.31 Delivery by common or con-
tract carrier. 

(a) No person shall knowingly deliver 
or cause to be delivered to any common 
or contract carrier for transportation 
or shipment in interstate or foreign 
commerce to any person other than a 
licensed importer, licensed manufac-
turer, licensed dealer, or licensed col-
lector, any package or other container 
in which there is any firearm or ammu-
nition without written notice to the 
carrier that such firearm or ammuni-
tion is being transported or shipped: 
Provided, That any passenger who owns 
or legally possesses a firearm or am-
munition being transported aboard any 
common or contract carrier for move-
ment with the passenger in interstate 
or foreign commerce may deliver said 
firearm or ammunition into the cus-
tody of the pilot, captain, conductor or 
operator of such common or contract 
carrier for the duration of that trip 
without violating any provision of this 
part. 

(b) No common or contract carrier 
shall require or cause any label, tag, or 
other written notice to be placed on 
the outside of any package, luggage, or 
other container indicating that such 
package, luggage, or other container 
contains a firearm. 

(c) No common or contract carrier 
shall transport or deliver in interstate 
or foreign commerce any firearm or 
ammunition with knowledge or reason-
able cause to believe that the ship-
ment, transportation, or receipt there-
of would be in violation of any provi-
sion of this part: Provided, however, 
That the provisions of this paragraph 
shall not apply in respect to the trans-
portation of firearms or ammunition in 
in-bond shipment under Customs laws 
and regulations. 

(d) No common or contract carrier 
shall knowingly deliver in interstate or 
foreign commerce any firearm without 
obtaining written acknowledgement of 
receipt from the recipient of the pack-
age or other container in which there 
is a firearm: Provided, That this para-
graph shall not apply with respect to 
the return of a firearm to a passenger 

who places firearms in the carrier’s 
custody for the duration of the trip. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16385, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–354, 59 FR 7112, Feb. 14, 1994; T.D. ATF– 
361, 60 FR 10786, Feb. 27, 1995] 

§ 478.32 Prohibited shipment, trans-
portation, possession, or receipt of 
firearms and ammunition by cer-
tain persons. 

(a) No person may ship or transport 
any firearm or ammunition in inter-
state or foreign commerce, or receive 
any firearm or ammunition which has 
been shipped or transported in inter-
state or foreign commerce, or possess 
any firearm or ammunition in or af-
fecting commerce, who: 

(1) Has been convicted in any court of 
a crime punishable by imprisonment 
for a term exceeding 1 year, 

(2) Is a fugitive from justice, 
(3) Is an unlawful user of or addicted 

to any controlled substance (as defined 
in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act, 21 U.S.C. 802), 

(4) Has been adjudicated as a mental 
defective or has been committed to a 
mental institution, 

(5) Being an alien— 
(i) Is illegally or unlawfully in the 

United States; or 
(ii) Except as provided in paragraph 

(f) of this section, is a nonimmigrant 
alien: Provided, That the provisions of 
this paragraph (a)(5)(ii) do not apply to 
any nonimmigrant alien if that alien 
is- 

(A) Admitted to the United States for 
lawful hunting or sporting purposes or 
is in possession of a hunting license or 
permit lawfully issued in the United 
States; 

(B) An official representative of a 
foreign government who is either ac-
credited to the United States Govern-
ment or the Government’s mission to 
an international organization having 
its headquarters in the United States 
or is en route to or from another coun-
try to which that alien is accredited. 
This exception only applies if the fire-
arm or ammunition is shipped, trans-
ported, possessed, or received in the 
representative’s official capacity; 

(C) An official of a foreign govern-
ment or a distinguished foreign visitor 
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who has been so designated by the De-
partment of State. This exception only 
applies if the firearm or ammunition is 
shipped, transported, possessed, or re-
ceived in the official’s or visitor’s offi-
cial capacity, except if the visitor is a 
private individual who does not have 
an official capacity; or 

(D) A foreign law enforcement officer 
of a friendly foreign government enter-
ing the United States on official law 
enforcement business, 

(6) Has been discharged from the 
Armed Forces under dishonorable con-
ditions, 

(7) Having been a citizen of the 
United States, has renounced citizen-
ship, 

(8) Is subject to a court order that— 
(i) Was issued after a hearing of 

which such person received actual no-
tice, and at which such person had an 
opportunity to participate; 

(ii) Restrains such person from 
harassing, stalking, or threatening an 
intimate partner of such person or 
child of such intimate partner or per-
son, or engaging in other conduct that 
would place an intimate partner in rea-
sonable fear of bodily injury to the 
partner or child; and 

(iii)(A) Includes a finding that such 
person represents a credible threat to 
the physical safety of such intimate 
partner or child; or 

(B) By its terms explicitly prohibits 
the use, attempted use, or threatened 
use of physical force against such inti-
mate partner or child that would rea-
sonably be expected to cause bodily in-
jury, or 

(9) Has been convicted of a mis-
demeanor crime of domestic violence. 

(b) No person who is under indict-
ment for a crime punishable by impris-
onment for a term exceeding one year 
may ship or transport any firearm or 
ammunition in interstate or foreign 
commerce or receive any firearm or 
ammunition which has been shipped or 
transported in interstate or foreign 
commerce. 

(c) Any individual, who to that indi-
vidual’s knowledge and while being em-
ployed by any person described in para-
graph (a) of this section, may not in 
the course of such employment receive, 
possess, or transport any firearm or 
ammunition in commerce or affecting 

commerce or receive any firearm or 
ammunition which has been shipped or 
transported in interstate or foreign 
commerce. 

(d) No person may sell or otherwise 
dispose of any firearm or ammunition 
to any person knowing or having rea-
sonable cause to believe that such per-
son: 

(1) Is under indictment for, or has 
been convicted in any court of, a crime 
punishable by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding 1 year, 

(2) Is a fugitive from justice, 
(3) Is an unlawful user of or addicted 

to any controlled substance (as defined 
in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act, 21 U.S.C. 802), 

(4) Has been adjudicated as a mental 
defective or has been committed to a 
mental institution, 

(5) Being an alien— 
(i) Is illegally or unlawfully in the 

United States; or 
(ii) Except as provided in paragraph 

(f) of this section, is a nonimmigrant 
alien: Provided, That the provisions of 
this paragraph (d)(5)(ii) do not apply to 
any nonimmigrant alien if that alien 
is- 

(A) Admitted to the United States for 
lawful hunting or sporting purposes or 
is in possession of a hunting license or 
permit lawfully issued in the United 
States; 

(B) An official representative of a 
foreign government who is either ac-
credited to the United States Govern-
ment or the Government’s mission to 
an international organization having 
its headquarters in the United States 
or en route to or from another country 
to which that alien is accredited. This 
exception only applies if the firearm or 
ammunition is shipped, transported, 
possessed, or received in the represent-
ative’s official capacity; 

(C) An official of a foreign govern-
ment or a distinguished foreign visitor 
who has been so designated by the De-
partment of State. This exception only 
applies if the firearm or ammunition is 
shipped, transported, possessed, or re-
ceived in the official’s or visitor’s offi-
cial capacity, except if the visitor is a 
private individual who does not have 
an official capacity; or 
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(D) A foreign law enforcement officer 
of a friendly foreign government enter-
ing the United States on official law 
enforcement business, 

(6) Has been discharged from the 
Armed Forces under dishonorable con-
ditions, 

(7) Having been a citizen of the 
United States, has renounced citizen-
ship, 

(8) Is subject to a court order that re-
strains such person from harassing, 
stalking, or threatening an intimate 
partner of such person or child of such 
intimate partner or person, or engag-
ing in other conduct that would place 
an intimate partner in reasonable fear 
of bodily injury to the partner or child: 
Provided, That the provisions of this 
paragraph shall only apply to a court 
order that— 

(i) Was issued after a hearing of 
which such person received actual no-
tice, and at which such person had the 
opportunity to participate; and 

(ii)(A) Includes a finding that such 
person represents a credible threat to 
the physical safety of such intimate 
partner or child; or 

(B) By its terms explicitly prohibits 
the use, attempted use, or threatened 
use of physical force against such inti-
mate partner or child that would rea-
sonably be expected to cause bodily in-
jury, or 

(9) Has been convicted of a mis-
demeanor crime of domestic violence. 

(e) The actual notice required by 
paragraphs (a)(8)(i) and (d)(8)(i) of this 
section is notice expressly and actually 
given, and brought home to the party 
directly, including service of process 
personally served on the party and 
service by mail. Actual notice also in-
cludes proof of facts and circumstances 
that raise the inference that the party 
received notice including, but not lim-
ited to, proof that notice was left at 
the party’s dwelling house or usual 
place of abode with some person of 
suitable age and discretion residing 
therein; or proof that the party signed 
a return receipt for a hearing notice 
which had been mailed to the party. It 
does not include notice published in a 
newspaper. 

(f) Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 922(y)(3), any 
nonimmigrant alien may receive a 
waiver from the prohibition contained 

in paragraph (a)(5)(ii) of this section, if 
the Attorney General approves a peti-
tion for the waiver. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17451, Apr. 
6, 1995; T.D. ATF–391, 62 FR 34639, June 27, 
1997; T.D. ATF–401, 63 FR 35522, June 30, 1998; 
T.D. ATF–471, 67 FR 5425, Feb. 5, 2002] 

§ 478.33 Stolen firearms and ammuni-
tion. 

No person shall transport or ship in 
interstate or foreign commerce any 
stolen firearm or stolen ammunition 
knowing or having reasonable cause to 
believe that the firearm or ammuni-
tion was stolen, and no person shall re-
ceive, possess, conceal, store, barter, 
sell, or dispose of any stolen firearm or 
stolen ammunition, or pledge or accept 
as security for a loan any stolen fire-
arm or stolen ammunition, which is 
moving as, which is a part of, which 
constitutes, or which has been shipped 
or transported in, interstate or foreign 
commerce, either before or after it was 
stolen, knowing or having reasonable 
cause to believe that the firearm or 
ammunition was stolen. 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17451, Apr. 6, 1995] 

§ 478.33a Theft of firearms. 

No person shall steal or unlawfully 
take or carry away from the person or 
the premises of a person who is li-
censed to engage in the business of im-
porting, manufacturing, or dealing in 
firearms, any firearm in the licensee’s 
business inventory that has been 
shipped or transported in interstate or 
foreign commerce. 

[T.D. ATF–354, 59 FR 7112, Feb. 14, 1994] 

§ 478.34 Removed, obliterated, or al-
tered serial number. 

No person shall knowingly transport, 
ship, or receive in interstate or foreign 
commerce any firearm which has had 
the importer’s or manufacturer’s serial 
number removed, obliterated, or al-
tered, or possess or receive any firearm 
which has had the importer’s or manu-
facturer’s serial number removed, ob-
literated, or altered and has, at any 
time, been shipped or transported in 
interstate or foreign commerce. 

[T.D. ATF–313, 56 FR 32508, July 17, 1991] 
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§ 478.35 Skeet, trap, target, and similar 
shooting activities. 

Licensing and recordkeeping require-
ments, including permissible alternate 
records, for skeet, trap, target, and 
similar organized activities shall be de-
termined by the Director of Industry 
Operations on a case by case basis. 

§ 478.36 Transfer or possession of ma-
chine guns. 

No person shall transfer or possess a 
machine gun except: 

(a) A transfer to or by, or possession 
by or under the authority of, the 
United States, or any department or 
agency thereof, or a State, or a depart-
ment, agency, or political subdivision 
thereof. (See Part 479 of this chapter); 
or 

(b) Any lawful transfer or lawful pos-
session of a machine gun that was law-
fully possessed before May 19, 1986 (See 
Part 479 of this chapter). 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10494, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.37 Manufacture, importation and 
sale of armor piercing ammunition. 

No person shall manufacture or im-
port, and no manufacturer or importer 
shall sell or deliver, armor piercing 
ammunition, except: 

(a) The manufacture or importation, 
or the sale or delivery by any manufac-
turer or importer, of armor piercing 
ammunition for the use of the United 
States or any department or agency 
thereof or any State or any depart-
ment, agency or political subdivision 
thereof; 

(b) The manufacture, or the sale or 
delivery by a manufacturer or im-
porter, of armor piercing ammunition 
for the purpose of exportation; or 

(c) The sale or delivery by a manufac-
turer or importer of armor piercing 
ammunition for the purposes of testing 
or experimentation as authorized by 
the Director under the provisions of 
§ 478.149. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10494, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.38 Transportation of firearms. 
Notwithstanding any other provision 

of any law or any rule or regulation of 
a State or any political subdivision 
thereof, any person who is not other-
wise prohibited by this chapter from 

transporting, shipping, or receiving a 
firearm shall be entitled to transport a 
firearm for any lawful purpose from 
any place where such person may law-
fully possess and carry such firearm to 
any other place where such person may 
lawfully possess and carry such firearm 
if, during such transportation the fire-
arm is unloaded, and neither the fire-
arm nor any ammunition being trans-
ported is readily accessible or is di-
rectly accessible from the passenger 
compartment of such transporting ve-
hicle: Provided, That in the case of a 
vehicle without a compartment sepa-
rate from the driver’s compartment the 
firearm or ammunition shall be con-
tained in a locked container other than 
the glove compartment or console. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10494, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.39 Assembly of semiautomatic ri-
fles or shotguns. 

(a) No person shall assemble a semi-
automatic rifle or any shotgun using 
more than 10 of the imported parts list-
ed in paragraph (c) of this section if the 
assembled firearm is prohibited from 
importation under section 925(d)(3) as 
not being particularly suitable for or 
readily adaptable to sporting purposes. 

(b) The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to: 

(1) The assembly of such rifle or shot-
gun for sale or distribution by a li-
censed manufacturer to the United 
States or any department or agency 
thereof or to any State or any depart-
ment, agency, or political subdivision 
thereof; or 

(2) The assembly of such rifle or shot-
gun for the purposes of testing or ex-
perimentation authorized by the Direc-
tor under the provisions of § 478.151; or 

(3) The repair of any rifle or shotgun 
which had been imported into or as-
sembled in the United States prior to 
November 30, 1990, or the replacement 
of any part of such firearm. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the 
term imported parts are: 
(1) Frames, receivers, receiver castings, 

forgings or stampings 
(2) Barrels 
(3) Barrel extensions 
(4) Mounting blocks (trunions) 
(5) Muzzle attachments 
(6) Bolts 
(7) Bolt carriers 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 08:41 Apr 27, 2010 Jkt 220106 PO 00000 Frm 00046 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\220106.XXX 220106er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



37 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Justice § 478.40 

(8) Operating rods 
(9) Gas pistons 
(10) Trigger housings 
(11) Triggers 
(12) Hammers 
(13) Sears 
(14) Disconnectors 
(15) Buttstocks 
(16) Pistol grips 
(17) Forearms, handguards 
(18) Magazine bodies 
(19) Followers 
(20) Floorplates 

[T.D. ATF–346, 58 FR 40589, July 29, 1993] 

§ 478.39a Reporting theft or loss of 
firearms. 

Each licensee shall report the theft 
or loss of a firearm from the licensee’s 
inventory (including any firearm which 
has been transferred from the licens-
ee’s inventory to a personal collection 
and held as a personal firearm for at 
least 1 year), or from the collection of 
a licensed collector, within 48 hours 
after the theft or loss is discovered. Li-
censees shall report thefts or losses by 
telephoning 1–888–930–9275 (nationwide 
toll free number) and by preparing ATF 
Form 3310.11, Federal Firearms Li-
censee Theft/Loss Report, in accord-
ance with the instructions on the form. 
The original of the report shall be for-
warded to the office specified thereon, 
and Copy 1 shall be retained by the li-
censee as part of the licensee’s perma-
nent records. Theft or loss of any fire-
arm shall also be reported to the appro-
priate local authorities. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0039) 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17451, Apr. 6, 1995, as 
amended by ATF–11F, 73 FR 57240, Oct. 2, 
2008] 

§ 478.40 Manufacture, transfer, and 
possession of semiautomatic assault 
weapons. 

(a) Prohibition. No person shall manu-
facture, transfer, or possess a semi-
automatic assault weapon. 

(b) Exceptions. The provisions of para-
graph (a) of this section shall not apply 
to: 

(1) The possession or transfer of any 
semiautomatic assault weapon other-
wise lawfully possessed in the United 
States under Federal law on September 
13, 1994; 

(2) Any of the firearms, or replicas or 
duplicates of the firearms, specified in 
18 U.S.C. 922, Appendix A, as such fire-
arms existed on October 1, 1993; 

(3) Any firearm that— 
(i) Is manually operated by bolt, 

pump, lever, or slide action; 
(ii) Has been rendered permanently 

inoperable; or 
(iii) Is an antique firearm; 
(4) Any semiautomatic rifle that can-

not accept a detachable magazine that 
holds more than 5 rounds of ammuni-
tion; 

(5) Any semiautomatic shotgun that 
cannot hold more than 5 rounds of am-
munition in a fixed or detachable mag-
azine; 

(6) The manufacture for, transfer to, 
or possession by the United States or a 
department or agency of the United 
States or a State or a department, 
agency, or political subdivision of a 
State, or a transfer to or possession by 
a law enforcement officer employed by 
such an entity for purposes of law en-
forcement; 

(7) The transfer to a licensee under 
title I of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 
(42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) for purposes of 
establishing and maintaining an on- 
site physical protection system and se-
curity organization required by Fed-
eral law, or possession by an employee 
or contractor of such licensee on-site 
for such purposes or off-site for pur-
poses of licensee-authorized training or 
transportation of nuclear materials; 

(8) The possession, by an individual 
who is retired from service with a law 
enforcement agency and is not other-
wise prohibited from receiving a fire-
arm, of a semiautomatic assault weap-
on transferred to the individual by the 
agency upon such retirement; 

(9) The manufacture, transfer, or pos-
session of a semiautomatic assault 
weapon by a licensed manufacturer or 
licensed importer for the purposes of 
testing or experimentation as author-
ized by the Director under the provi-
sions of § 478.153; or 

(10) The manufacture, transfer, or 
possession of a semiautomatic assault 
weapon by a licensed manufacturer, li-
censed importer, or licensed dealer for 
the purpose of exportation in compli-
ance with the Arms Export Control Act 
(22 U.S.C. 2778). 
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(c) Manufacture and dealing in semi-
automatic assault weapons. Subject to 
compliance with the provisions of this 
part, licensed manufacturers and li-
censed dealers in semiautomatic as-
sault weapons may manufacture and 
deal in such weapons manufactured 
after September 13, 1994: Provided, The 
licensee obtains evidence that the 
weapons will be disposed of in accord-
ance with paragraph (b) of this section. 
Examples of acceptable evidence in-
clude the following: 

(1) Contracts between the manufac-
turer and dealers stating that the 
weapons may only be sold to law en-
forcement agencies, law enforcement 
officers, or other purchasers specified 
in paragraph (b) of this section; 

(2) Copies of purchase orders sub-
mitted to the manufacturer or dealer 
by law enforcement agencies or other 
purchasers specified in paragraph (b) of 
this section; 

(3) Copies of letters submitted to the 
manufacturer or dealer by government 
agencies, law enforcement officers, or 
other purchasers specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section expressing an inter-
est in purchasing the semiautomatic 
assault weapons; 

(4) Letters from dealers to the manu-
facturer stating that sales will only be 
made to law enforcement agencies, law 
enforcement officers, or other pur-
chasers specified in paragraph (b) of 
this section; and 

(5) Letters from law enforcement of-
ficers purchasing in accordance with 
paragraph (b)(6) of this section and 
§ 478.132. 

(Paragraph (c) approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget under control num-
ber 1140–0041) 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17451, Apr. 6, 1995], as 
amended by ATF–11F, 73 FR 57240, Oct. 2, 
2008] 

§ 478.40a Transfer and possession of 
large capacity ammunition feeding 
devices. 

(a) Prohibition. No person shall trans-
fer or possess a large capacity ammuni-
tion feeding device. 

(b) Exceptions. The provisions of para-
graph (a) of this section shall not apply 
to: 

(1) The possession or transfer of any 
large capacity ammunition feeding de-

vice otherwise lawfully possessed on 
September 13, 1994; 

(2) The manufacture for, transfer to, 
or possession by the United States or a 
department or agency of the United 
States or a State or a department, 
agency, or political subdivision of a 
State, or a transfer to or possession by 
a law enforcement officer employed by 
such an entity for purposes of law en-
forcement; 

(3) The transfer to a licensee under 
title I of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 
for purposes of establishing and main-
taining an on-site physical protection 
system and security organization re-
quired by Federal law, or possession by 
an employee or contractor of such li-
censee on-site for such purposes or off- 
site for purposes of licensee-authorized 
training or transportation of nuclear 
materials; 

(4) The possession, by an individual 
who is retired from service with a law 
enforcement agency and is not other-
wise prohibited from receiving ammu-
nition, of a large capacity ammunition 
feeding device transferred to the indi-
vidual by the agency upon such retire-
ment; 

(5) The manufacture, transfer, or pos-
session of any large capacity ammuni-
tion feeding device by a manufacturer 
or importer for the purposes of testing 
or experimentation in accordance with 
§ 478.153; or 

(6) The manufacture, transfer, or pos-
session of any large capacity ammuni-
tion feeding device by a manufacturer 
or importer for the purpose of expor-
tation in accordance with the Arms Ex-
port Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778). 

(c) Importation, manufacture, and deal-
ing in large capacity ammunition feeding 
devices. Possession and transfer of large 
capacity ammunition feeding devices 
by persons who manufacture, import, 
or deal in such devices will be pre-
sumed to be lawful if such persons 
maintain evidence establishing that 
the devices are possessed and trans-
ferred for sale to purchasers specified 
in paragraph (b) of this section. Exam-
ples of acceptable evidence include the 
following: 

(1) Contracts between persons who 
import or manufacture such devices 
and persons who deal in such devices 
stating that the devices may only be 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 08:41 Apr 27, 2010 Jkt 220106 PO 00000 Frm 00048 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\220106.XXX 220106er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



39 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Justice § 478.41 

sold to law enforcement agencies or 
other purchasers specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section; 

(2) Copies of purchase orders sub-
mitted to persons who manufacture, 
import, or deal in such devices by law 
enforcement agencies or other pur-
chasers specified in paragraph (b) of 
this section; 

(3) Copies of letters submitted to per-
sons who manufacture, import, or deal 
in such devices by government agencies 
or other purchasers specified in para-
graph (b) of this section expressing an 
interest in purchasing the devices; 

(4) Letters from persons who deal in 
such devices to persons who import or 
manufacture such devices stating that 
sales will only be made to law enforce-
ment agencies or other purchasers 
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion; and 

(5) Letters from law enforcement of-
ficers purchasing in accordance with 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section and 
§ 478.132. 

(Paragraph (c) approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget under control num-
ber 1140–0041) 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17452, Apr. 6, 1995, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–383, 61 FR 39321, July 
29, 1996; ATF–11F, 73 FR 57240, Oct. 2, 2008] 

Subpart D—Licenses 
§ 478.41 General. 

(a) Each person intending to engage 
in business as an importer or manufac-
turer of firearms or ammunition, or a 
dealer in firearms shall, before com-
mencing such business, obtain the li-
cense required by this subpart for the 
business to be operated. Each person 
who desires to obtain a license as a col-
lector of curios or relics may obtain 
such a license under the provisions of 
this subpart. 

(b) Each person intending to engage 
in business as a firearms or ammuni-
tion importer or manufacturer, or deal-
er in firearms shall file an application, 
with the required fee (see § 478.42), with 
ATF in accordance with the instruc-
tions on the form (see § 478.44), and, 
pursuant to § 478.47, receive the license 
required for such business from the 
Chief, Federal Firearms Licensing Cen-
ter. Except as provided in § 478.50, a li-
cense must be obtained for each busi-

ness and each place at which the appli-
cant is to do business. A license as an 
importer or manufacturer of firearms 
or ammunition, or a dealer in firearms 
shall, subject to the provisions of the 
Act and other applicable provisions of 
law, entitle the licensee to transport, 
ship, and receive firearms and ammuni-
tion covered by such license in inter-
state or foreign commerce and to en-
gage in the business specified by the li-
cense, at the location described on the 
license, and for the period stated on 
the license. However, it shall not be 
necessary for a licensed importer or a 
licensed manufacturer to also obtain a 
dealer’s license in order to engage in 
business on the licensed premises as a 
dealer in the same type of firearms au-
thorized by the license to be imported 
or manufactured. Payment of the li-
cense fee as an importer or manufac-
turer of destructive devices, ammuni-
tion for destructive devices or armor 
piercing ammunition or as a dealer in 
destructive devices includes the privi-
lege of importing or manufacturing 
firearms other than destructive devices 
and ammunition for other than de-
structive devices or ammunition other 
than armor piercing ammunition, or 
dealing in firearms other than destruc-
tive devices, as the case may be, by 
such a licensee at the licensed prem-
ises. 

(c) Each person seeking the privi-
leges of a collector licensed under this 
part shall file an application, with the 
required fee (see § 478.42), with ATF in 
accordance with the instructions on 
the form (see § 478.44), and pursuant to 
§ 478.47, receive from the Chief, Federal 
Firearms Licensing Center, the license 
covering the collection of curios and 
relics. A separate license may be ob-
tained for each collection premises, 
and such license shall, subject to the 
provisions of the Act and other applica-
ble provisions of law, entitle the li-
censee to transport, ship, receive, and 
acquire curios and relics in interstate 
or foreign commerce, and to make dis-
position of curios and relics in inter-
state or foreign commerce, to any 
other person licensed under the provi-
sions of this part, for the period stated 
on the license. 
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