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to the applicant or licensee at the ad-
dress stated in his application or li-
cense, or at his last known address. 
Where service is by personal delivery, a 
signed duplicate original copy of the 
formal document shall be delivered to 
the applicant or licensee, or, in the 
case of a corporation, partnership, or 
association, by delivering it to an offi-
cer, manager, or general agent thereof, 
or to its attorney of record. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and further redesig-
nated by T.D. ATF–241, 51 FR 39619, Oct. 29, 
1986; T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10496, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.76 Representation at a hearing. 
An applicant or licensee may be rep-

resented by an attorney, certified pub-
lic accountant, or other person recog-
nized to practice before the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms as pro-
vided in 31 CFR Part 8 (Practice Before 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms), if he has otherwise complied 
with the applicable requirements of 26 
CFR 601.521 through 601.527 (conference 
and practice requirements for alcohol, 
tobacco, and firearms activities) of this 
chapter. The Director may be rep-
resented in proceedings by an attorney 
in the office of the Assistant Chief 
Counsel or Division Counsel who is au-
thorized to execute and file motions, 
briefs and other papers in the pro-
ceeding, on behalf of the Director , in 
his own name as ‘‘Attorney for the 
Government.’’ 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979; T.D. ATF– 
92, 46 FR 46916, Sept. 23, 1981. Further redes-
ignated by T.D. ATF–241, 51 FR 39619, Oct. 29, 
1986; T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10496, Mar. 31, 1988; 
ATF–27P, 74 FR 1878, Jan. 14, 2009] 

§ 478.77 Designated place of hearing. 
The designated place of the hearing 

shall be a location convenient to the 
aggrieved party. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10496, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.78 Operations by licensee after 
notice. 

In any case where denial, suspension, 
or revocation proceedings are pending 
before the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms, or notice of denial, sus-
pension, or revocation has been served 

on the licensee and he has filed timely 
request for a hearing, the license in the 
possession of the licensee shall remain 
in effect even though such license has 
expired, or the suspension or revoca-
tion date specified in the notice of rev-
ocation on Form 4500 served on the li-
censee has passed: Provided, That with 
respect to a license that has expired, 
the licensee has timely filed an appli-
cation for the renewal of his license. If 
a licensee is dissatisfied with a 
posthearing decision revoking or sus-
pending the license or denying the ap-
plication or imposing a civil fine, as 
the case may be, he may, pursuant to 
18 U.S.C. 923(f)(3), within 60 days after 
receipt of the final notice denying the 
application or revoking or suspending 
the license or imposing a civil fine, file 
a petition for judicial review of such 
action. Such petition should be filed 
with the U.S. district court for the dis-
trict in which the applicant or licensee 
resides or has his principal place of 
business. In such case, when the Direc-
tor finds that justice so requires, he 
may postpone the effective date of sus-
pension or revocation of a license or 
authorize continued operations under 
the expired license, as applicable, pend-
ing judicial review. 

[T.D. ATF–415, 63 FR 58278, Oct. 29, 1998, as 
amended by ATF–27P, 74 FR 1878, Jan. 14, 
2009] 

Subpart F—Conduct of Business 
§ 478.91 Posting of license. 

Any license issued under this part 
shall be kept posted and kept available 
for inspection on the premises covered 
by the license. 

§ 478.92 How must licensed manufac-
turers and licensed importers iden-
tify firearms, armor piercing ammu-
nition, and large capacity ammuni-
tion feeding devices? 

(a)(1) Firearms. You, as a licensed 
manufacturer or licensed importer of 
firearms, must legibly identify each 
firearm manufactured or imported as 
follows: 

(i) By engraving, casting, stamping 
(impressing), or otherwise conspicu-
ously placing or causing to be en-
graved, cast, stamped (impressed) or 
placed on the frame or receiver thereof 
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an individual serial number. The serial 
number must be placed in a manner 
not susceptible of being readily obliter-
ated, altered, or removed, and must not 
duplicate any serial number placed by 
you on any other firearm. For firearms 
manufactured or imported on and after 
January 30, 2002, the engraving, cast-
ing, or stamping (impressing) of the se-
rial number must be to a minimum 
depth of .003 inch and in a print size no 
smaller than 1⁄16 inch; and 

(ii) By engraving, casting, stamping 
(impressing), or otherwise conspicu-
ously placing or causing to be en-
graved, cast, stamped (impressed) or 
placed on the frame, receiver, or barrel 
thereof certain additional information. 
This information must be placed in a 
manner not susceptible of being readily 
obliterated, altered, or removed. For 
firearms manufactured or imported on 
and after January 30, 2002, the engrav-
ing, casting, or stamping (impressing) 
of this information must be to a min-
imum depth of .003 inch. The additional 
information includes: 

(A) The model, if such designation 
has been made; 

(B) The caliber or gauge; 
(C) Your name (or recognized abbre-

viation) and also, when applicable, the 
name of the foreign manufacturer; 

(D) In the case of a domestically 
made firearm, the city and State (or 
recognized abbreviation thereof) where 
you as the manufacturer maintain 
your place of business; and 

(E) In the case of an imported fire-
arm, the name of the country in which 
it was manufactured and the city and 
State (or recognized abbreviation 
thereof) where you as the importer 
maintain your place of business. For 
additional requirements relating to im-
ported firearms, see Customs regula-
tions at 19 CFR part 134. 

(2) Firearm frames or receivers. A fire-
arm frame or receiver that is not a 
component part of a complete weapon 
at the time it is sold, shipped, or other-
wise disposed of by you must be identi-
fied as required by this section. 

(3) Special markings for semiautomatic 
assault weapons, effective July 5, 1995. In 
the case of any semiautomatic assault 
weapon manufactured after September 
13, 1994, you must mark the frame or 
receiver ‘‘RESTRICTED LAW EN-

FORCEMENT/GOVERNMENT USE 
ONLY’’ or, in the case of weapons man-
ufactured for export, ‘‘FOR EXPORT 
ONLY,’’ in a manner not susceptible of 
being readily obliterated, altered, or 
removed. For weapons manufactured or 
imported on and after January 30, 2002, 
the engraving, casting, or stamping 
(impressing) of the special markings 
prescribed in this paragraph (a)(3) must 
be to a minimum depth of .003 inch. 

(4) Exceptions. (i) Alternate means of 
identification. The Director may au-
thorize other means of identification 
upon receipt of a letter application 
from you, submitted in duplicate, 
showing that such other identification 
is reasonable and will not hinder the 
effective administration of this part. 

(ii) Destructive devices. In the case of 
a destructive device, the Director may 
authorize other means of identifying 
that weapon upon receipt of a letter 
application from you, submitted in du-
plicate, showing that engraving, cast-
ing, or stamping (impressing) such a 
weapon would be dangerous or imprac-
ticable. 

(iii) Machine guns, silencers, and parts. 
Any part defined as a machine gun, 
firearm muffler, or firearm silencer in 
§ 478.11, that is not a component part of 
a complete weapon at the time it is 
sold, shipped, or otherwise disposed of 
by you, must be identified as required 
by this section. The Director may au-
thorize other means of identification of 
parts defined as machine guns other 
than frames or receivers and parts de-
fined as mufflers or silencers upon re-
ceipt of a letter application from you, 
submitted in duplicate, showing that 
such other identification is reasonable 
and will not hinder the effective ad-
ministration of this part. 

(5) Measurement of height and depth of 
markings. The depth of all markings re-
quired by this section will be measured 
from the flat surface of the metal and 
not the peaks or ridges. The height of 
serial numbers required by paragraph 
(a)(1)(i) of this section will be measured 
as the distance between the latitudinal 
ends of the character impression bot-
toms (bases). 

(b) Armor piercing ammunition—(1) 
Marking of ammunition. Each licensed 
manufacturer or licensed importer of 
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armor piercing ammunition shall iden-
tify such ammunition by means of 
painting, staining or dying the exterior 
of the projectile with an opaque black 
coloring. This coloring must com-
pletely cover the point of the projectile 
and at least 50 percent of that portion 
of the projectile which is visible when 
the projectile is loaded into a cartridge 
case. 

(2) Labeling of packages. Each licensed 
manufacturer or licensed importer of 
armor piercing ammunition shall 
clearly and conspicuously label each 
package in which armor piercing am-
munition is contained, e.g., each box, 
carton, case, or other container. The 
label shall include the words ‘‘ARMOR 
PIERCING’’ in block letters at least 1⁄4 
inch in height. The lettering shall be 
located on the exterior surface of the 
package which contains information 
concerning the caliber or gauge of the 
ammunition. There shall also be placed 
on the same surface of the package in 
block lettering at least 1⁄8 inch in 
height the words ‘‘FOR GOVERN-
MENTAL ENTITIES OR EXPOR-
TATION ONLY.’’ The statements re-
quired by this subparagraph shall be on 
a contrasting background. 

(c) Large capacity ammunition feeding 
devices manufactured after September 13, 
1994. (1) Each person who manufactures 
or imports any large capacity ammuni-
tion feeding device manufactured after 
September 13, 1994, shall legibly iden-
tify each such device with a serial 
number. Such person may use the same 
serial number for all large capacity 
ammunition feeding devices produced. 

(i) Additionally, in the case of a do-
mestically made large capacity ammu-
nition feeding device, such device shall 
be marked with the name, city and 
State (or recognized abbreviation 
thereof) of the manufacturer; 

(ii) And in the case of an imported 
large capacity ammunition feeding de-
vice, such device shall be marked: 

(A) With the name of the manufac-
turer, country of origin, and, 

(B) Effective July 5, 1995, the name, 
city and State (or recognized abbrevia-
tion thereof) of the importer. 

(iii) Further, large capacity ammuni-
tion feeding devices manufactured 
after September 13, 1994, shall be 
marked ‘‘RESTRICTED LAW EN-

FORCEMENT/GOVERNMENT USE 
ONLY’’ or, in the case of devices manu-
factured or imported for export, effec-
tive July 5, 1995, ‘‘FOR EXPORT 
ONLY.’’ 

(2) All markings required by this 
paragraph (c) shall be cast, stamped, or 
engraved on the exterior of the device. 
In the case of a magazine, the mark-
ings shall be placed on the magazine 
body. 

(3) Exceptions—(i) Metallic links. Per-
sons who manufacture or import me-
tallic links for use in the assembly of 
belted ammunition are only required to 
place the identification marks pre-
scribed in paragraph (c)(1) of this sec-
tion on the containers used for the 
packaging of the links. 

(ii) Alternate means of identification. 
The Director may authorize other 
means of identifying large capacity 
ammunition feeding devices upon re-
ceipt of a letter application, in dupli-
cate, from the manufacturer or im-
porter showing that such other identi-
fication is reasonable and will not 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0050) 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10496, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17454, Apr. 
6, 1995; T.D. ATF–383, 61 FR 39321, July 29, 
1996; T.D. ATF–396, 63 FR 12646, Mar. 16, 1998; 
T.D. ATF–461, 66 FR 40600, Aug. 3, 2001; ATF– 
11F, 73 FR 57241, Oct. 2, 2008] 

§ 478.93 Authorized operations by a li-
censed collector. 

The license issued to a collector of 
curios or relics under the provisions of 
this part shall cover only transactions 
by the licensed collector in curios and 
relics. The collector’s license is of no 
force or effect and a licensed collector 
is of the same status under the Act and 
this part as a nonlicensee with respect 
to (a) any acquisition or disposition of 
firearms other than curios or relics, or 
any transportation, shipment, or re-
ceipt of firearms other than curios or 
relics in interstate or foreign com-
merce, and (b) any transaction with a 
nonlicensee involving any firearm 
other than a curio or relic. (See also 
§ 478.50.) A collectors license is not nec-
essary to receive or dispose of ammuni-
tion, and a licensed collector is not 
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precluded by law from receiving or dis-
posing of armor piercing ammunition. 
However, a licensed collector may not 
dispose of any ammunition to a person 
prohibited from receiving or possessing 
ammunition (see § 478.99(c)). Any li-
censed collector who disposes of armor 
piercing ammunition must record the 
disposition as required by § 478.125 (a) 
and (b). 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10496, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.94 Sales or deliveries between li-
censees. 

A licensed importer, licensed manu-
facturer, or licensed dealer selling or 
otherwise disposing of firearms, and a 
licensed collector selling or otherwise 
disposing of curios or relics, to another 
licensee shall verify the identity and 
licensed status of the transferee prior 
to making the transaction. 
Verification shall be established by the 
transferee furnishing to the transferor 
a certified copy of the transferee’s li-
cense and by such other means as the 
transferor deems necessary: Provided, 
That it shall not be required (a) for a 
transferee who has furnished a certified 
copy of its license to a transferor to 
again furnish such certified copy to 
that transferor during the term of the 
transferee’s current license, (b) for a li-
censee to furnish a certified copy of its 
license to another licensee if a firearm 
is being returned either directly or 
through another licensee to such li-
censee and (c) for licensees of multi-
licensed business organizations to fur-
nish certified copies of their licenses to 
other licensed locations operated by 
such organization: Provided further, 
That a multilicensed business organi-
zation may furnish to a transferor, in 
lieu of a certified copy of each license, 
a list, certified to be true, correct and 
complete, containing the name, ad-
dress, license number, and the date of 
license expiration of each licensed lo-
cation operated by such organization, 
and the transferor may sell or other-
wise dispose of firearms as provided by 
this section to any licensee appearing 
on such list without requiring a cer-
tified copy of a license therefrom. A 
transferor licensee who has the cer-
tified information required by this sec-
tion may sell or dispose of firearms to 
a licensee for not more than 45 days 

following the expiration date of the 
transferee’s license. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0032) 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10496, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by ATF–11F, 73 FR 57241, Oct. 2, 
2008] 

§ 478.95 Certified copy of license. 
The license furnished to each person 

licensed under the provisions of this 
part contains a purchasing certifi-
cation statement. This original license 
may be reproduced and the reproduc-
tion then certified by the licensee for 
use pursuant to § 178.94. If the licensee 
desires an additional copy of the li-
cense for certification (instead of mak-
ing a reproduction of the original li-
cense), the licensee may submit a re-
quest, in writing, for a certified copy or 
copies of the license to the Chief, Fed-
eral Firearms Licensing Center. The 
request must set forth the name, trade 
name (if any) and address of the li-
censee, and the number of license cop-
ies desired. There is a charge of $1 for 
each copy. The fee paid for copies of 
the license must accompany the re-
quest for copies. The fee may be paid 
by (a) cash, or (b) money order or 
check made payable to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explo-
sives. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0032) 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10497, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–290, 54 FR 53055, Dec. 
27, 1989; ATF–11F, 73 FR 57241, Oct. 2, 2008] 

§ 478.96 Out-of-State and mail order 
sales. 

(a) The provisions of this section 
shall apply when a firearm is purchased 
by or delivered to a person not other-
wise prohibited by the Act from pur-
chasing or receiving it. 

(b) A licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer, or licensed dealer may 
sell a firearm that is not subject to the 
provisions of § 478.102(a) to a non-
licensee who does not appear in person 
at the licensee’s business premises if 
the nonlicensee is a resident of the 
same State in which the licensee’s 
business premises are located, and the 
nonlicensee furnishes to the licensee 
the firearms transaction record, Form 
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4473, required by § 478.124. The non-
licensee shall attach to such record a 
true copy of any permit or other infor-
mation required pursuant to any stat-
ute of the State and published ordi-
nance applicable to the locality in 
which he resides. The licensee shall 
prior to shipment or delivery of the 
firearm, forward by registered or cer-
tified mail (return receipt requested) a 
copy of the record, Form 4473, to the 
chief law enforcement officer named on 
such record, and delay shipment or de-
livery of the firearm for a period of at 
least 7 days following receipt by the li-
censee of the return receipt evidencing 
delivery of the copy of the record to 
such chief law enforcement officer, or 
the return of the copy of the record to 
him due to the refusal of such chief law 
enforcement officer to accept same in 
accordance with U.S. Postal Service 
regulations. The original Form 4473, 
and evidence of receipt or rejection of 
delivery of the copy of the Form 4473 
sent to the chief law enforcement offi-
cer shall be retained by the licensee as 
a part of the records required of him to 
be kept under the provisions of subpart 
H of this part. 

(c)(1) A licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer, or licensed dealer may 
sell or deliver a rifle or shotgun, and a 
licensed collector may sell or deliver a 
rifle or shotgun that is a curio or relic 
to a nonlicensed resident of a State 
other than the State in which the li-
censee’s place of business is located if— 

(i) The purchaser meets with the li-
censee in person at the licensee’s prem-
ises to accomplish the transfer, sale, 
and delivery of the rifle or shotgun; 

(ii) The licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer, or licensed dealer com-
plies with the provisions of § 478.102; 

(iii) The purchaser furnishes to the 
licensed importer, licensed manufac-
turer, or licensed dealer the firearms 
transaction record, Form 4473, required 
by § 478.124; and 

(iv) The sale, delivery, and receipt of 
the rifle or shotgun fully comply with 
the legal conditions of sale in both 
such States. 

(2) For purposes of paragraph (c) of 
this section, any licensed manufac-
turer, licensed importer, or licensed 
dealer is presumed, in the absence of 
evidence to the contrary, to have had 

actual knowledge of the State laws and 
published ordinances of both such 
States. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0021) 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979; T.D. ATF– 
241, 51 FR 39620, Oct. 29, 1986; T.D. ATF–270, 
53 FR 10497, Mar. 31, 1988; T.D. ATF–354, 59 
FR 7112, Feb. 14, 1994; T.D. ATF–415, 63 FR 
58278, Oct. 29, 1998; ATF–11F, 73 FR 57241, Oct. 
2, 2008] 

§ 478.97 Loan or rental of firearms. 

(a) A licensee may lend or rent a fire-
arm to any person for temporary use 
off the premises of the licensee for law-
ful sporting purposes: Provided, That 
the delivery of the firearm to such per-
son is not prohibited by § 478.99(b) or 
§ 478.99(c), the licensee complies with 
the requirements of § 478.102, and the li-
censee records such loan or rental in 
the records required to be kept by him 
under Subpart H of this part. 

(b) A club, association, or similar or-
ganization temporarily furnishing fire-
arms (whether by loan, rental, or oth-
erwise) to participants in a skeet, trap, 
target, or similar shooting activity for 
use at the time and place such activity 
is held does not, unattended by other 
circumstances, cause such club, asso-
ciation, or similar organization to be 
engaged in the business of a dealer in 
firearms or as engaging in firearms 
transactions. Therefore, licensing and 
recordkeeping requirements contained 
in this part pertaining to firearms 
transactions would not apply to this 
temporary furnishing of firearms for 
use on premises on which such an ac-
tivity is conducted. 

[T.D. ATF–415, 63 FR 58278, Oct. 29, 1998] 

§ 478.98 Sales or deliveries of destruc-
tive devices and certain firearms. 

The sale or delivery by a licensee of 
any destructive device, machine gun, 
short-barreled shotgun, or short-bar-
reled rifle, to any person other than 
another licensee who is licensed under 
this part to deal in such device or fire-
arm, is prohibited unless the person to 
receive such device or firearm fur-
nishes to the licensee a sworn state-
ment setting forth 
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(a) The reasons why there is a rea-
sonable necessity for such person to 
purchase or otherwise acquire the de-
vice or weapon; and 

(b) That such person’s receipt or pos-
session of the device or weapon would 
be consistent with public safety. Such 
sworn statement shall be made on the 
application to transfer and register the 
firearm required by Part 479 of this 
chapter. The sale or delivery of the de-
vice or weapon shall not be made until 
the application for transfer is approved 
by the Director and returned to the li-
censee (transferor) as provided in Part 
479 of this chapter. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10497, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.99 Certain prohibited sales or de-
liveries. 

(a) Interstate sales or deliveries. A li-
censed importer, licensed manufac-
turer, licensed dealer, or licensed col-
lector shall not sell or deliver any fire-
arm to any person not licensed under 
this part and who the licensee knows 
or has reasonable cause to believe does 
not reside in (or if a corporation or 
other business entity, does not main-
tain a place of business in) the State in 
which the licensee’s place of business 
or activity is located: Provided, That 
the foregoing provisions of this para-
graph (1) shall not apply to the sale or 
delivery of a rifle or shotgun (curio or 
relic, in the case of a licensed col-
lector) to a resident of a State other 
than the State in which the licensee’s 
place of business or collection premises 
is located if the requirements of 
§ 478.96(c) are fully met, and (2) shall 
not apply to the loan or rental of a 
firearm to any person for temporary 
use for lawful sporting purposes (see 
§ 478.97). 

(b) Sales or deliveries to underaged per-
sons. A licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer, licensed dealer, or li-
censed collector shall not sell or de-
liver (1) any firearm or ammunition to 
any individual who the importer, man-
ufacturer, dealer, or collector knows or 
has reasonable cause to believe is less 
than 18 years of age, and, if the fire-
arm, or ammunition, is other than a 
shotgun or rifle, or ammunition for a 
shotgun or rifle, to any individual who 
the importer, manufacturer, dealer, or 
collector knows or has reasonable 

cause to believe is less than 21 years of 
age, or (2) any firearm to any person in 
any State where the purchase or pos-
session by such person of such firearm 
would be in violation of any State law 
or any published ordinance applicable 
at the place of sale, delivery, or other 
disposition, unless the importer, manu-
facturer, dealer, or collector knows or 
has reasonable cause to believe that 
the purchase or possession would not 
be in violation of such State law or 
such published ordinance. 

(c) Sales or deliveries to prohibited cat-
egories of persons. A licensed manufac-
turer, licensed importer, licensed deal-
er, or licensed collector shall not sell 
or otherwise dispose of any firearm or 
ammunition to any person knowing or 
having reasonable cause to believe that 
such person: 

(1) Is, except as provided by § 478.143, 
under indictment for, or, except as pro-
vided by § 478.144, has been convicted in 
any court of a crime punishable by im-
prisonment for a term exceeding 1 
year; 

(2) Is a fugitive from justice; 
(3) Is an unlawful user of or addicted 

to any controlled substance (as defined 
in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stance Act, 21 U.S.C. 802); 

(4) Has been adjudicated as a mental 
defective or has been committed to any 
mental institution; 

(5) Is an alien illegally or unlawfully 
in the United States or, except as pro-
vided in § 478.32(f), is a nonimmigrant 
alien: Provided, That the provisions of 
this paragraph (c)(5) do not apply to 
any nonimmigrant alien if that alien 
is— 

(i) Admitted to the United States for 
lawful hunting or sporting purposes or 
is in possession of a hunting license or 
permit lawfully issued in the United 
States; 

(ii) An official representative of a 
foreign government who is either ac-
credited to the United States Govern-
ment or the Government’s mission to 
an international organization having 
its headquarters in the United States 
or en route to or from another country 
to which that alien is accredited. This 
exception only applies if the firearm or 
ammunition is shipped, transported, 
possessed, or received in the represent-
ative’s official capacity; 
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(iii) An official of a foreign govern-
ment or a distinguished foreign visitor 
who has been so designated by the De-
partment of State. This exception only 
applies if the firearm or ammunition is 
shipped, transported, possessed, or re-
ceived in the official’s or visitor’s offi-
cial capacity, except if the visitor is a 
private individual who does not have 
an official capacity; or 

(iv) A foreign law enforcement officer 
of a friendly foreign government enter-
ing the United States on official law 
enforcement business; 

(6) Has been discharged from the 
Armed Forces under dishonorable con-
ditions; 

(7) Who, having been a citizen of the 
United States, has renounced citizen-
ship; 

(8) Is subject to a court order that re-
strains such person from harassing, 
stalking, or threatening an intimate 
partner of such person or child of such 
intimate partner or person, or engag-
ing in other conduct that would place 
an intimate partner in reasonable fear 
of bodily injury to the partner or child, 
except that this paragraph shall only 
apply to a court order that— 

(i) Was issued after a hearing of 
which such person received actual no-
tice, and at which such person had the 
opportunity to participate; and 

(ii)(A) Includes a finding that such 
person represents a credible threat to 
the physical safety of such intimate 
partner or child; or 

(B) By its terms explicitly prohibits 
the use, attempted use, or threatened 
use of physical force against such inti-
mate partner or child that would rea-
sonably be expected to cause bodily in-
jury, or 

(9) Has been convicted of a mis-
demeanor crime of domestic violence. 

(d) Manufacture, importation, and sale 
of armor piercing ammunition by licensed 
importers and licensed manufacturers. A 
licensed importer or licensed manufac-
turer shall not import or manufacture 
armor piercing ammunition or sell or 
deliver such ammunition, except: 

(1) For use of the United States or 
any department or agency thereof or 
any State or any department, agency, 
or political subdivision thereof; 

(2) For the purpose of exportation; or 

(3) For the purpose of testing or ex-
perimentation authorized by the Direc-
tor under the provisions of § 478.149. 

(e) Transfer of armor piercing ammuni-
tion by licensed dealers. A licensed deal-
er shall not willfully transfer armor 
piercing ammunition: Provided, That 
armor piercing ammunition received 
and maintained by the licensed dealer 
as business inventory prior to August 
28, 1986, may be transferred to any de-
partment or agency of the United 
States or any State or political sub-
division thereof if a record of such am-
munition is maintained in the form 
and manner prescribed by § 478.125(c). 
Any licensed dealer who violates this 
paragraph is subject to license revoca-
tion. See subpart E of this part. For 
purposes of this paragraph, the Direc-
tor shall furnish each licensed dealer 
information defining which projectiles 
are considered armor piercing. Such in-
formation may not be all-inclusive for 
purposes of the prohibition on manu-
facture, importation, or sale or deliv-
ery by a manufacturer or importer of 
such ammunition or 18 U.S.C. 929 relat-
ing to criminal misuse of such ammu-
nition. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10497, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17454, Apr. 
6, 1995; T.D. ATF–401, 63 FR 35523, June 30, 
1998; T.D. ATF–471, 67 FR 5426, Feb. 5, 2002] 

§ 478.100 Conduct of business away 
from licensed premises. 

(a)(1) A licensee may conduct busi-
ness temporarily at a gun show or 
event as defined in paragraph (b) if the 
gun show or event is located in the 
same State specified on the license: 
Provided, That such business shall not 
be conducted from any motorized or 
towed vehicle. The premises of the gun 
show or event at which the licensee 
conducts business shall be considered 
part of the licensed premises. Accord-
ingly, no separate fee or license is re-
quired for the gun show or event loca-
tions. However, licensees shall comply 
with the provisions of § 478.91 relating 
to posting of licenses (or a copy there-
of) while conducting business at the 
gun show or event. 

(2) A licensed importer, manufac-
turer, or dealer may engage in the 
business of dealing in curio or relic 
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firearms with another licensee at any 
location. 

(b) A gun show or an event is a func-
tion sponsored by any national, State, 
or local organization, devoted to the 
collection, competitive use, or other 
sporting use of firearms, or an organi-
zation or association that sponsors 
functions devoted to the collection, 
competitive use, or other sporting use 
of firearms in the community. 

(c) Licensees conducting business at 
locations other than the premises spec-
ified on their license under the provi-
sions of paragraph (a) of this section 
shall maintain firearms records in the 
form and manner prescribed by subpart 
H of this part. In addition, records of 
firearms transactions conducted at 
such locations shall include the loca-
tion of the sale or other disposition, be 
entered in the acquisition and disposi-
tion records of the licensee, and re-
tained on the premises specified on the 
license. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10498, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–401, 63 FR 35523, June 
30, 1998] 

§ 478.101 Record of transactions. 
Every licensee shall maintain fire-

arms and armor piercing ammunition 
records in such form and manner as is 
prescribed by subpart H of this part. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10498, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.102 Sales or deliveries of fire-
arms on and after November 30, 
1998. 

(a) Background check. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (d) of this section, a 
licensed importer, licensed manufac-
turer, or licensed dealer (the licensee) 
shall not sell, deliver, or transfer a 
firearm to any other person who is not 
licensed under this part unless the li-
censee meets the following require-
ments: 

(1) Before the completion of the 
transfer, the licensee has contacted 
NICS; 

(2)(i) NICS informs the licensee that 
it has no information that receipt of 
the firearm by the transferee would be 
in violation of Federal or State law and 
provides the licensee with a unique 
identification number; or 

(ii) Three business days (meaning 
days on which State offices are open) 

have elapsed from the date the licensee 
contacted NICS and NICS has not noti-
fied the licensee that receipt of the 
firearm by the transferee would be in 
violation of law; and 

(3) The licensee verifies the identity 
of the transferee by examining the 
identification document presented in 
accordance with the provisions of 
§ 478.124(c). 

Example for paragraph (a). A licensee con-
tacts NICS on Thursday, and gets a ‘‘de-
layed’’ response. The licensee does not get a 
further response from NICS. If State offices 
are not open on Saturday and Sunday, 3 busi-
ness days would have elapsed on the fol-
lowing Tuesday. The licensee may transfer 
the firearm on the next day, Wednesday. 

(b) Transaction number. In any trans-
action for which a licensee receives a 
transaction number from NICS (which 
shall include either a NICS transaction 
number or, in States where the State is 
recognized as a point of contact for 
NICS checks, a State transaction num-
ber), such number shall be recorded on 
a firearms transaction record, Form 
4473, which shall be retained in the 
records of the licensee in accordance 
with the provisions of § 478.129. This ap-
plies regardless of whether the trans-
action is approved or denied by NICS, 
and regardless of whether the firearm 
is actually transferred. 

(c) Time limitation on NICS checks. A 
NICS check conducted in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this section may 
be relied upon by the licensee only for 
use in a single transaction, and for a 
period not to exceed 30 calendar days 
from the date that NICS was initially 
contacted. If the transaction is not 
completed within the 30-day period, the 
licensee shall initiate a new NICS 
check prior to completion of the trans-
fer. 

Example 1 for paragraph (c). A purchaser 
completes the Form 4473 on December 15, 
1998, and a NICS check is initiated by the li-
censee on that date. The licensee is informed 
by NICS that the information available to 
the system does not indicate that receipt of 
the firearm by the transferee would be in 
violation of law, and a unique identification 
number is provided. However, the State im-
poses a 7-day waiting period on all firearms 
transactions, and the purchaser does not re-
turn to pick up the firearm until January 22, 
1999. The licensee must conduct another 
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NICS check before transferring the firearm 
to the purchaser. 

Example 2 for paragraph (c). A purchaser 
completes the Form 4473 on January 25, 1999, 
and arranges for the purchase of a single 
firearm. A NICS check is initiated by the li-
censee on that date. The licensee is informed 
by NICS that the information available to 
the system does not indicate that receipt of 
the firearm by the transferee would be in 
violation of law, and a unique identification 
number is provided. The State imposes a 7- 
day waiting period on all firearms trans-
actions, and the purchaser returns to pick up 
the firearm on February 15, 1999. Before the 
licensee executes the Form 4473, and the fire-
arm is transferred, the purchaser decides to 
purchase an additional firearm. The transfer 
of these two firearms is considered a single 
transaction; accordingly, the licensee may 
add the second firearm to the Form 4473, and 
transfer that firearm without conducting an-
other NICS check. 

Example 3 for paragraph (c). A purchaser 
completes a Form 4473 on February 15, 1999. 
The licensee receives a unique identification 
number from NICS on that date, the Form 
4473 is executed by the licensee, and the fire-
arm is transferred. On February 20, 1999, the 
purchaser returns to the licensee’s premises 
and wishes to purchase a second firearm. The 
purchase of the second firearm is a separate 
transaction; thus, a new NICS check must be 
initiated by the licensee. 

(d) Exceptions to NICS check. The pro-
visions of paragraph (a) of this section 
shall not apply if— 

(1) The transferee has presented to 
the licensee a valid permit or license 
that— 

(i) Allows the transferee to possess, 
acquire, or carry a firearm; 

(ii) Was issued not more than 5 years 
earlier by the State in which the trans-
fer is to take place; and 

(iii) The law of the State provides 
that such a permit or license is to be 
issued only after an authorized govern-
ment official has verified that the in-
formation available to such official 
does not indicate that possession of a 
firearm by the transferee would be in 
violation of Federal, State, or local 
law: Provided, That on and after No-
vember 30, 1998, the information avail-
able to such official includes the NICS; 

(2) The firearm is subject to the pro-
visions of the National Firearms Act 
and has been approved for transfer 
under 27 CFR part 479; or 

(3) On application of the licensee, in 
accordance with the provisions of 
§ 478.150, the Director has certified that 

compliance with paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section is impracticable. 

(e) The document referred to in para-
graph (d)(1) of this section (or a copy 
thereof) shall be retained or the re-
quired information from the document 
shall be recorded on the firearms trans-
action record in accordance with the 
provisions of § 478.131. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0045) 

[T.D. ATF–415, 63 FR 58279, Oct. 29, 1998, as 
amended by ATF–11F, 73 FR 57241, Oct. 2, 
2008] 

§ 478.103 Posting of signs and written 
notification to purchasers of hand-
guns. 

(a) Each licensed importer, manufac-
turer, dealer, or collector who delivers 
a handgun to a nonlicensee shall pro-
vide such nonlicensee with written no-
tification as described in paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

(b) The written notification (ATF I 
5300.2) required by paragraph (a) of this 
section shall state as follows: 

(1) The misuse of handguns is a lead-
ing contributor to juvenile violence 
and fatalities. 

(2) Safely storing and securing fire-
arms away from children will help pre-
vent the unlawful possession of hand-
guns by juveniles, stop accidents, and 
save lives. 

(3) Federal law prohibits, except in 
certain limited circumstances, anyone 
under 18 years of age from knowingly 
possessing a handgun, or any person 
from transferring a handgun to a per-
son under 18. 

(4) A knowing violation of the prohi-
bition against selling, delivering, or 
otherwise transferring a handgun to a 
person under the age of 18 is, under cer-
tain circumstances, punishable by up 
to 10 years in prison. 

FEDERAL LAW 

The Gun Control Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 
Chapter 44, provides in pertinent part as fol-
lows: 

18 U.S.C. 922(x) 

(x)(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to 
sell, deliver, or otherwise transfer to a per-
son who the transferor knows or has reason-
able cause to believe is a juvenile— 

(A) a handgun; or 
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(B) ammunition that is suitable for use 
only in a handgun. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person who 
is a juvenile to knowingly possess— 

(A) a handgun; or 
(B) ammunition that is suitable for use 

only in a handgun. 
(3) This subsection does not apply to— 
(A) a temporary transfer of a handgun or 

ammunition to a juvenile or to the posses-
sion or use of a handgun or ammunition by 
a juvenile if the handgun and ammunition 
are possessed and used by the juvenile— 

(i) in the course of employment, in the 
course of ranching or farming related to ac-
tivities at the residence of the juvenile (or 
on property used for ranching or farming at 
which the juvenile, with the permission of 
the property owner or lessee, is performing 
activities related to the operation of the 
farm or ranch), target practice, hunting, or a 
course of instruction in the safe and lawful 
use of a handgun; 

(ii) with the prior written consent of the 
juvenile’s parent or guardian who is not pro-
hibited by Federal, State, or local law from 
possessing a firearm, except— 

(I) during transportation by the juvenile of 
an unloaded handgun in a locked container 
directly from the place of transfer to a place 
at which an activity described in clause (i) is 
to take place and transportation by the juve-
nile of that handgun, unloaded and in a 
locked container, directly from the place at 
which such an activity took place to the 
transferor; or 

(II) with respect to ranching or farming ac-
tivities as described in clause (i) a juvenile 
may possess and use a handgun or ammuni-
tion with the prior written approval of the 
juvenile’s parent or legal guardian and at the 
direction of an adult who is not prohibited 
by Federal, State, or local law from pos-
sessing a firearm; 

(iii) the juvenile has the prior written con-
sent in the juvenile’s possession at all times 
when a handgun is in the possession of the 
juvenile; and 

(iv) in accordance with State and local law; 
(B) a juvenile who is a member of the 

Armed Forces of the United States or the 
National Guard who possesses or is armed 
with a handgun in the line of duty; 

(C) a transfer by inheritance of title (but 
not possession) of a handgun or ammunition 
to a juvenile; or 

(D) the possession of a handgun or ammu-
nition by a juvenile taken in defense of the 
juvenile or other persons against an intruder 
into the residence of the juvenile or a resi-
dence in which the juvenile is an invited 
guest. 

(4) A handgun or ammunition, the posses-
sion of which is transferred to a juvenile in 
circumstances in which the transferor is not 
in violation of this subsection shall not be 
subject to permanent confiscation by the 

Government if its possession by the juvenile 
subsequently becomes unlawful because of 
the conduct of the juvenile, but shall be re-
turned to the lawful owner when such hand-
gun or ammunition is no longer required by 
the Government for the purposes of inves-
tigation or prosecution. 

(5) For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘‘juvenile’’ means a person who is less 
than 18 years of age. 

(6)(A) In a prosecution of a violation of this 
subsection, the court shall require the pres-
ence of a juvenile defendant’s parent or legal 
guardian at all proceedings. 

(B) The court may use the contempt power 
to enforce subparagraph (A). 

(C) The court may excuse attendance of a 
parent or legal guardian of a juvenile defend-
ant at a proceeding in a prosecution of a vio-
lation of this subsection for good cause 
shown. 

18 U.S.C. 924(a)(6) 

(6)(A)(i) A juvenile who violates section 
922(x) shall be fined under this title, impris-
oned not more than 1 year, or both, except 
that a juvenile described in clause (ii) shall 
be sentenced to probation on appropriate 
conditions and shall not be incarcerated un-
less the juvenile fails to comply with a con-
dition of probation. 

(ii) A juvenile is described in this clause 
if— 

(I) the offense of which the juvenile is 
charged is possession of a handgun or ammu-
nition in violation of section 922(x)(2); and 

(II) the juvenile has not been convicted in 
any court of an offense (including an offense 
under section 922(x) or a similar State law, 
but not including any other offense con-
sisting of conduct that if engaged in by an 
adult would not constitute an offense) or ad-
judicated as a juvenile delinquent for con-
duct that if engaged in by an adult would 
constitute an offense. 

(B) A person other than a juvenile who 
knowingly violates section 922(x)— 

(i) shall be fined under this title, impris-
oned not more than 1 year, or both; and 

(ii) if the person sold, delivered, or other-
wise transferred a handgun or ammunition 
to a juvenile knowing or having reasonable 
cause to know that the juvenile intended to 
carry or otherwise possess or discharge or 
otherwise use the handgun or ammunition in 
the commission of a crime of violence, shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 10 years, or both. 

(c) This written notification shall be 
delivered to the nonlicensee on ATF I 
5300.2, or in the alternative, the same 
written notification may be delivered 
to the nonlicensee on another type of 
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written notification, such as a manu-
facturer’s or importer’s brochure ac-
companying the handgun; a manufac-
turer’s or importer’s operational man-
ual accompanying the handgun; or a 
sales receipt or invoice applied to the 
handgun package or container deliv-
ered to a nonlicensee. Any written no-
tification delivered to a nonlicensee 
other than on ATF I 5300.2 shall include 
the language set forth in paragraph (b) 
of this section in its entirety. Any 
written notification other than ATF I 
5300.2 shall be legible, clear, and con-
spicuous, and the required language 
shall appear in type size no smaller 
than 10-point type. 

(d) Except as provided in paragraph 
(f) of this section, each licensed im-
porter, manufacturer, or dealer who de-
livers a handgun to a nonlicensee shall 
display at its licensed premises (includ-
ing temporary business locations at 
gun shows) a sign as described in para-
graph (e) of this section. The sign shall 
be displayed where customers can read-
ily see it. Licensed importers, manu-
facturers, and dealers will be provided 
with such signs by ATF. Replacement 
signs may be requested from the ATF 
Distribution Center. 

(e) The sign (ATF I 5300.1) required 
by paragraph (d) of this section shall 
state as follows: 

(1) The misuse of handguns is a leading 
contributor to juvenile violence and fatali-
ties. 

(2) Safely storing and securing firearms 
away from children will help prevent the un-
lawful possession of handguns by juveniles, 
stop accidents, and save lives. 

(3) Federal law prohibits, except in certain 
limited circumstances, anyone under 18 
years of age from knowingly possessing a 
handgun, or any person from transferring a 
handgun to a person under 18. 

(4) A knowing violation of the prohibition 
against selling, delivering, or otherwise 
transferring a handgun to a person under the 
age of 18 is, under certain circumstances, 
punishable by up to 10 years in prison. 

NOTE: ATF I 5300.2 provides the complete 
language of the statutory prohibitions and 
exceptions provided in 18 U.S.C. 922(x) and 
the penalty provisions of 18 U.S.C. 924(a)(6). 
The Federal firearms licensee posting this 
sign will provide you with a copy of this pub-
lication upon request. Requests for addi-
tional copies of ATF I 5300.2 should be mailed 
to the ATF Distribution Center, P.O. Box 
5950, Springfield, Virginia 22150–5950. 

(f) The sign required by paragraph (d) 
of this section need not be posted on 
the premises of any licensed importer, 
manufacturer, or dealer whose only 
dispositions of handguns to non-
licensees are to nonlicensees who do 
not appear at the licensed premises and 
the dispositions otherwise comply with 
the provisions of this part. 

[T.D. ATF–402, 63 FR 37742, July 13, 1998] 

Subpart G—Importation 

§ 478.111 General. 

(a) Section 922(a)(3) of the Act makes 
it unlawful, with certain exceptions 
not pertinent here, for any person 
other than a licensee to transport into 
or receive in the State where the per-
son resides any firearm purchased or 
otherwise obtained by the person out-
side of that State. However, section 
925(a)(4) provides a limited exception 
for the transportation, shipment, re-
ceipt or importation of certain fire-
arms and ammunition by certain mem-
bers of the United States Armed 
Forces. Section 922(1) of the Act makes 
it unlawful for any person knowingly 
to import or bring into the United 
States or any possession thereof any 
firearm or ammunition except as pro-
vided by section 925(d) of the Act, 
which section provides standards for 
importing or bringing firearms or am-
munition into the United States. Sec-
tion 925(d) also provides standards for 
importing or bringing firearm barrels 
into the United States. Accordingly, no 
firearm, firearm barrel, or ammunition 
may be imported or brought into the 
United States except as provided by 
this part. 

(b) Where a firearm, firearm barrel, 
or ammunition is imported and the au-
thorization for importation required by 
this subpart has not been obtained by 
the person importing same, such per-
son shall: 

(1) Store, at the person’s expense, 
such firearm, firearm barrel, or ammu-
nition at a facility designated by U.S 
Customs or the Director of Industry 
Operations to await the issuance of the 
required authorization or other disposi-
tion; or 
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