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(4) When as provided in this para-
graph a licensee may no longer con-
tinue licensed operations, any applica-
tion for renewal of license filed by the 
licensee during the pendency of the ap-
plication for removal of disabilities 
shall be denied by the Director of In-
dustry Operations. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10506, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–313, 56 FR 32509, July 
17, 1991; 56 FR 43649, Sept. 3, 1991; T.D. ATF– 
401, 63 FR 35523, June 30, 1998] 

§ 478.145 Research organizations. 
The provisions of § 478.98 with respect 

to the sale or delivery of destructive 
devices, machine guns, short-barreled 
shotguns, and short-barreled rifles 
shall not apply to the sale or delivery 
of such devices and weapons to any re-
search organization designated by the 
Director to receive same. A research 
organization desiring such designation 
shall submit a letter application, in du-
plicate, to the Director. Such applica-
tion shall contain the name and ad-
dress of the research organization, the 
names and addresses of the persons di-
recting or controlling, directly or indi-
rectly, the policies and management of 
such organization, the nature and pur-
pose of the research being conducted, a 
description of the devices and weapons 
to be received, and the identity of the 
person or persons from whom such de-
vices and weapons are to be received. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10507, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.146 Deliveries by mail to certain 
persons. 

The provisions of this part shall not 
be construed as prohibiting a licensed 
importer, licensed manufacturer, or li-
censed dealer from depositing a firearm 
for conveyance in the mails to any offi-
cer, employee, agent, or watchman 
who, pursuant to the provisions of sec-
tion 1715 of title 18, U.S.C., is eligible 
to receive through the mails pistols, 
revolvers, and other firearms capable 
of being concealed on the person, for 
use in connection with his official du-
ties. 

§ 478.147 Return of firearm. 
A person not otherwise prohibited by 

Federal, State or local law may ship a 
firearm to a licensed importer, licensed 

manufacturer, or licensed dealer for 
any lawful purpose, and, notwith-
standing any other provision of this 
part, the licensed manufacturer, li-
censed importer, or licensed dealer 
may return in interstate or foreign 
commerce to that person the firearm 
or a replacement firearm of the same 
kind and type. See § 478.124(a) for re-
quirements of a Form 4473 prior to re-
turn. A person not otherwise prohib-
ited by Federal, State or local law may 
ship a firearm curio or relic to a li-
censed collector for any lawful purpose, 
and, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this part, the licensed collector 
may return in interstate or foreign 
commerce to that person the firearm 
curio or relic. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10507, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.148 Armor piercing ammunition 
intended for sporting or industrial 
purposes. 

The Director may exempt certain 
armor piercing ammunition from the 
requirements of this part. A person 
who desires to obtain an exemption 
under this section for any such ammu-
nition which is primarily intended for 
sporting purposes or intended for in-
dustrial purposes, including charges 
used in oil and gas well perforating de-
vices, shall submit a written request to 
the Director. Each request shall be exe-
cuted under the penalties of perjury 
and contain a complete and accurate 
description of the ammunition, the 
name and address of the manufacturer 
or importer, the purpose of and use for 
which it is designed and intended, and 
any photographs, diagrams, or draw-
ings as may be necessary to enable the 
Director to make a determination. The 
Director may require that a sample of 
the ammunition be submitted for ex-
amination and evaluation. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10507, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.149 Armor piercing ammunition 
manufactured or imported for the 
purpose of testing or experimen-
tation. 

The provisions of §§ 478.37 and 
478.99(d) with respect to the manufac-
ture or importation of armor piercing 
ammunition and the sale or delivery of 
armor piercing ammunition by manu-
facturers and importers shall not apply 
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to the manufacture, importation, sale 
or delivery of armor piercing ammuni-
tion for the purpose of testing or ex-
perimentation as authorized by the Di-
rector. A person desiring such author-
ization to receive armor piercing am-
munition shall submit a letter applica-
tion, in duplicate, to the Director. 
Such application shall contain the 
name and addresses of the persons di-
recting or controlling, directly or indi-
rectly, the policies and management of 
the applicant, the nature or purpose of 
the testing or experimentation, a de-
scription of the armor piercing ammu-
nition to be received, and the identity 
of the manufacturer or importer from 
whom such ammunition is to be re-
ceived. The approved application shall 
be submitted to the manufacturer or 
importer who shall retain a copy as 
part of the records required by subpart 
H of this part. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10507, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.150 Alternative to NICS in cer-
tain geographical locations. 

(a) The provisions of § 478.102(d)(3) 
shall be applicable when the Director 
has certified that compliance with the 
provisions of § 478.102(a)(1) is impracti-
cable because: 

(1) The ratio of the number of law en-
forcement officers of the State in 
which the transfer is to occur to the 
number of square miles of land area of 
the State does not exceed 0.0025; 

(2) The business premises of the li-
censee at which the transfer is to occur 
are extremely remote in relation to the 
chief law enforcement officer; and 

(3) There is an absence of tele-
communications facilities in the geo-
graphical area in which the business 
premises are located. 

(b) A licensee who desires to obtain a 
certification under this section shall 
submit a written request to the Direc-
tor. Each request shall be executed 
under the penalties of perjury and con-
tain information sufficient for the Di-
rector to make such certification. Such 
information shall include statistical 
data, official reports, or other state-
ments of government agencies per-
taining to the ratio of law enforcement 
officers to the number of square miles 
of land area of a State and statements 
of government agencies and private 

utility companies regarding the ab-
sence of telecommunications facilities 
in the geographical area in which the 
licensee’s business premises are lo-
cated. 

(c) For purposes of this section and 
§ 478.129(c), the ‘‘chief law enforcement 
officer’’ means the chief of police, the 
sheriff, or an equivalent officer or the 
designee of any such individual. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0045) 

[T.D. ATF–415, 63 FR 58280, Oct. 29, 1998, as 
amended by ATF–11F, 73 FR 57242, Oct. 2, 
2008] 

§ 478.151 Semiautomatic rifles or shot-
guns for testing or experimentation. 

(a) The provisions of § 478.39 shall not 
apply to the assembly of semiauto-
matic rifles or shotguns for the purpose 
of testing or experimentation as au-
thorized by the Director. 

(b) A person desiring authorization to 
assemble nonsporting semiautomatic 
rifles or shotguns shall submit a writ-
ten request, in duplicate, to the Direc-
tor. Each such request shall be exe-
cuted under the penalties of perjury 
and shall contain a complete and accu-
rate description of the firearm to be as-
sembled, and such diagrams or draw-
ings as may be necessary to enable the 
Director to make a determination. The 
Director may require the submission of 
the firearm parts for examination and 
evaluation. If the submission of the 
firearm parts is impractical, the person 
requesting the authorization shall so 
advise the Director and designate the 
place where the firearm parts will be 
available for examination and evalua-
tion. 

(Paragraph (b) approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget under control num-
ber 1140–0037) 

[T.D. ATF–346, 58 FR 40590, July 29, 1993, as 
amended by ATF–11F, 73 FR 57242, Oct. 2, 
2008] 

§ 478.152 Seizure and forfeiture. 

(a) Any firearm or ammunition in-
volved in or used in any knowing viola-
tion of subsections (a)(4), (a)(6), (f), (g), 
(h), (i), (j), or (k) of section 922 of the 
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