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§ 551.6 Personal hygiene. 
The Warden shall make available to 

an inmate those articles necessary for 
maintaining personal hygiene. 

[46 FR 59509, Dec. 4, 1981] 

§ 551.7 Bathing and clothing. 
Each inmate must observe the stand-

ards concerning bathing and clothing 
that exist in the institution as required 
by standards of § 551.1. 

[46 FR 59509, Dec. 4, 1981] 

Subpart B—Marriages of Inmates 

SOURCE: 49 FR 18385, Apr. 30, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 551.10 Purpose and scope. 
The Warden shall approve an in-

mate’s request to marry except where a 
legal restriction to the marriage exists, 
or where the proposed marriage pre-
sents a threat to the security or good 
order of the institution, or to the pro-
tection of the public. The Warden may 
approve the use of institution facilities 
for an inmate’s marriage ceremony. If 
a marriage ceremony poses a threat to 
the security or good order of the insti-
tution, the Warden may disapprove a 
marriage ceremony in the institution. 

[49 FR 18385, Apr. 30, 1984, as amended at 63 
FR 5218, Jan. 30, 1998] 

§ 551.11 Authority to approve a mar-
riage. 

(a) The Warden may approve the 
marriage of a federal inmate confined 
in a federal institution. This authority 
may not be delegated below the level of 
Acting Warden. 

(b) The appropriate Community Cor-
rections Manager may approve the re-
quest to marry of a federal inmate who 
is not confined in a federal institution 
(for example, a federal inmate who is 
in a community corrections center, in 
home confinement, in state custody, or 
in a local detention facility). 

[49 FR 18385, Apr. 30, 1984, as amended at 58 
FR 58248, Oct. 29, 1993] 

§ 551.12 Eligibility to marry. 
An inmate’s request to marry shall 

be approved provided: 

(a) The inmate is legally eligible to 
marry; 

(b) The inmate is mentally com-
petent; 

(c) The intended spouse has verified, 
ordinarily in writing, an intention to 
marry the inmate; and 

(d) The marriage poses no threat to 
institution security or good order, or 
to the protection of the public. 

§ 551.13 Application to marry. 
(a) A federal inmate confined in a Bu-

reau institution who wants to get mar-
ried shall submit a request to marry to 
the inmate’s unit team. The unit team 
shall evaluate the request based on the 
criteria identified in § 551.12. A written 
report of the unit team’s findings, and 
its recommendation, shall be forwarded 
to the Warden for a final decision. 

(b) The Warden shall notify the in-
mate in writing whether the inmate’s 
request to marry is approved or dis-
approved. A copy of this notification 
shall be placed in the inmate’s central 
file. When the Warden’s decision is to 
disapprove the inmate’s request, the 
notification to the inmate shall in-
clude a statement of reason(s) for that 
action. The Warden shall advise the in-
mate that the decision may be ap-
pealed through the Administrative 
Remedy Procedure. 

(c) All expenses of the marriage (for 
example, a marriage license) shall be 
paid by the inmate, the inmate’s in-
tended spouse, the inmate’s family, or 
other appropriate source approved by 
the Warden. The Warden may not per-
mit appropriated funds to be used for 
an inmate marriage. 

§ 551.14 Special circumstances. 
(a) Detainers and pending charges. 

Staff review of a marriage request from 
an inmate who has a detainer(s) and/or 
a pending charge(s) shall include an as-
sessment of the legal effects of the 
marriage on these actions. For exam-
ple, an inmate could request to marry 
a potential witness in litigation pend-
ing against that inmate. Approving 
this marriage could affect the status of 
this litigation. 

(b) Pretrial inmates. A pretrial inmate 
may request permission to marry in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this 
rule. Staff shall contact the court, U.S. 
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