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Subpart A—General Provisions

§500.0 Introduction.

(a) The Migrant and Seasonal Agri-
cultural Worker Protection Act
(MSPA), hereinafter referred to as
MSPA or the Act, repeals and replaces
the Farm Labor Contractor Registra-
tion Act of 1963, as amended, herein-
after referred to as FLCRA or the
Farm Labor Contractor Registration
Act. Prior judgments and final orders
obtained under FLCRA continue in ef-
fect as stated in §500.4.

(b) These regulations include provi-
sions necessitated by the Immigration
Reform and Control Act’s (IRCA)
amendment to the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA). IRCA amended
MSPA to remove section 106 thereof
prohibiting the employment of illegal
aliens. Matters concerning certificate
actions or the assessment of civil
money penalties, for a violation of sec-
tion 106 of MSPA which occurred prior
to June 1, 1987, continue through final
administrative determination as stated
in §500.147.

[48 FR 36741, Aug. 12, 1983, as amended at 54
FR 13328, Mar. 31, 1989]

§500.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) Congress stated, in enacting the
Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural
Worker Protection Act that “‘[I]t is the
purpose of this Act to remove the re-
straints on commerce caused by activi-
ties detrimental to migrant and sea-
sonal agricultural workers; to require
farm labor contractors to register
under this Act; and to assure necessary
protections for migrant and seasonal
agricultural workers, agricultural as-
sociations, and agricultural employ-
ers.” It authorized the Secretary to
issue such rules and regulations as are
necessary to carry out the Act con-
sistent with the requirements of chap-
ter 5 of title 5, United States Code.
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(b) These regulations implement this
purpose and policy. The regulations
contained in this part are issued in ac-
cordance with section 511 of the Act
and establish the rules and regulations
necessary to carry out the Act.

(c) Any farm labor contractor, as de-
fined in the Act, is required to obtain a
Certificate of Registration issued pur-
suant to the Act from the Department
of Labor or from a State agency au-
thorized to issue such certificates on
behalf of the Department of Labor.
Such a farm labor contractor must en-
sure that any individual whom he em-
ploys to perform any farm labor con-
tracting activities also obtains a Cer-
tificate of Registration. The farm labor
contractor is responsible, as well, for
any violation of the Act or these regu-
lations by any such employee whether
or not the employee obtains a certifi-
cate. In addition to registering, farm
labor contractors must comply with all
other applicable provisions of the Act
when they recruit, solicit, hire, em-
ploy, furnish or transport or, in the
case of migrant agricultural workers,
provide housing.

(d) Agricultural employers and agri-
cultural associations which are subject
to the Act must comply with all of the
worker protections which are applica-
ble under the Act to migrant or sea-
sonal agricultural workers whom they
recruit, solicit, hire, employ, furnish,
or transport or, in the case of migrant
agricultural workers, provide housing.
The obligations will vary, depending on
the types of activities affecting mi-
grant or seasonal agricultural workers.
Agricultural employers and agricul-
tural associations and their employees
need not obtain Certificates of Reg-
istration in order to engage in these
activities, even if the workers they ob-
tain are utilized by other persons or on
the premises of another.

(e) The Act empowers the Secretary
of Labor to enforce the Act, conduct
investigations, issue subpenas and, in
the case of designated violations of the
Act, impose sanctions. As provided in
the Act, the Secretary is empowered,
among other things, to impose an as-
sessment and to collect a civil money
penalty of not more than $1,000 for
each violation, to seek a temporary or
permanent restraining order in a U.S.
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