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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1918.85 

§ 1918.83 Stowed cargo; tiering and 
breaking down. 

(a) When necessary to protect per-
sonnel working in a hold, the employer 
shall secure or block stowed cargo that 
is likely to shift or roll. 

(b) In breaking down stowed cargo, 
precautions shall be taken to prevent 
remaining cargo from falling. 

(c) Employees trimming bulk cargo 
shall be checked in and out by the job 
boss. Before securing any reefer com-
partment, a check shall be made to en-
sure that no employee remains inside. 
Frequent checks shall be made to en-
sure the safety of any employee work-
ing alone in a tank or cargo compart-
ment. 

§ 1918.84 Bulling cargo. 

(a) Bulling cargo shall be done with 
the bull line led directly from the heel 
block. However, bulling may be done 
from the head of the boom when the 
nature of the cargo and the surface 
over which it is dragged are such that 
the load cannot be stalled, or when the 
winch actually does not have sufficient 
strength, with the purchase used, to 
overload the boom. 

(b) Snatch blocks shall be used to 
provide a fair lead for the bull line to 
avoid unnecessary dragging of the bull 
line against coamings and obstruc-
tions. 

(c) Snatch blocks shall not be used 
with the point of the hook resting on 
the flange of a beam, but shall be hung 
from padeyes, straps, or beam clamps. 
Snatch blocks or straps shall not be 
made fast to batten cleats or other in-
secure fittings. 

(d) Beam frame clamps shall be so se-
cured as to prevent their slipping, fall-
ing, or being pulled from their sta-
tionary attachment. 

(e) Falls led from cargo booms of ves-
sels shall not be used to move scows, 
lighters or railcars. 

§ 1918.85 Containerized cargo oper-
ations. 

(a) Container markings. Every inter-
modal container shall be legibly and 
permanently marked with: 

(1) The weight of the container when 
empty, in pounds; 

(2) The maximum cargo weight the 
container is designed to carry, in 
pounds; and 

(3) The sum of the weight of the con-
tainer and the maximum cargo weight, 
in pounds. 

(b) Container weight. No container 
shall be hoisted by any lifting appli-
ance unless the following conditions 
have been met: 

(1) The employer shall determine 
from the carrier whether a container to 
be hoisted is loaded or empty. Before 
loading or discharging, empty con-
tainers shall be identified in a manner 
that will inform every supervisor and 
job boss on the site and in charge of 
loading or discharging, or every crane 
or other hoisting equipment operator 
and signalman, that such container is 
empty. Methods of identification may 
include cargo plans, manifests, or 
markings on the container. 

(2) For a loaded container: 
(i) The actual gross weight shall be 

plainly marked and visible to the crane 
or other hoisting equipment operator 
or signalman, or to every supervisor or 
job boss on site and in charge of the op-
eration; or 

(ii) The cargo stowage plan or equiva-
lent permanently recorded display 
serving the same purpose, containing 
the actual gross weight and the serial 
number or other positive identification 
of that specific container, shall be pro-
vided to the crane or other hoisting 
equipment operator and signalman, 
and to every supervisor and job boss on 
site and in charge of the operation. 

(3) Every outbound container re-
ceived at a marine terminal ready to 
load aboard a vessel without further 
consolidation or loading shall be 
weighed to obtain the actual gross 
weight, either at the terminal or else-
where, before being hoisted. 

(4)(i) When container weighing scales 
are found at a marine terminal, any 
outbound container with a load con-
solidated at that terminal shall be 
weighed to obtain the actual weight be-
fore being hoisted. 

(ii) If the terminal has no scales, the 
actual gross weight may be calculated 
from the container’s contents and the 
container’s empty weight. The weights 
used in the calculation shall be posted 
conspicuously on the container, with 
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