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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–12 Edition) § 1926.1409 

TABLE A—MINIMUM CLEARANCE DISTANCES 

Voltage 
(nominal, kV, alternating current) 

Minimum clearance distance 
(feet) 

up to 50 ....................................................................................... 10 
over 50 to 200 ............................................................................. 15 
over 200 to 350 ........................................................................... 20 
over 350 to 500 ........................................................................... 25 
over 500 to 750 ........................................................................... 35 
over 750 to 1,000 ........................................................................ 45 
over 1,000 .................................................................................... (as established by the utility owner/operator or registered pro-

fessional engineer who is a qualified person with respect to 
electrical power transmission and distribution). 

Note: The value that follows ‘‘to’’ is up to and includes that value. For example, over 50 to 200 means up to and including 
200kV. 

§ 1926.1409 Power line safety (over 350 
kV). 

The requirements of § 1926.1407 and 
§ 1926.1408 apply to power lines over 350 
kV except: 

(a) For power lines at or below 1000 
kV, wherever the distance ‘‘20 feet’’ is 
specified, the distance ‘‘50 feet’’ must 
be substituted; and 

(b) For power lines over 1000 kV, the 
minimum clearance distance must be 
established by the utility owner/oper-
ator or registered professional engineer 
who is a qualified person with respect 
to electrical power transmission and 
distribution. 

§ 1926.1410 Power line safety (all 
voltages)—equipment operations 
closer than the Table A zone. 

Equipment operations in which any 
part of the equipment, load line, or 
load (including rigging and lifting ac-
cessories) is closer than the minimum 
approach distance under Table A of 
§ 1926.1408 to an energized power line is 
prohibited, except where the employer 
demonstrates that all of the following 
requirements are met: 

(a) The employer determines that it 
is infeasible to do the work without 
breaching the minimum approach dis-
tance under Table A of § 1926.1408. 

(b) The employer determines that, 
after consultation with the utility 
owner/operator, it is infeasible to deen-
ergize and ground the power line or re-
locate the power line. 

(c) Minimum clearance distance. 
(1) The power line owner/operator or 

registered professional engineer who is 
a qualified person with respect to elec-
trical power transmission and distribu-
tion determines the minimum clear-

ance distance that must be maintained 
to prevent electrical contact in light of 
the on-site conditions. The factors that 
must be considered in making this de-
termination include, but are not lim-
ited to: Conditions affecting atmos-
pheric conductivity; time necessary to 
bring the equipment, load line, and 
load (including rigging and lifting ac-
cessories) to a complete stop; wind con-
ditions; degree of sway in the power 
line; lighting conditions, and other 
conditions affecting the ability to pre-
vent electrical contact. 

(2) Paragraph (c)(1) of this section 
does not apply to work covered by sub-
part V of this part; instead, for such 
work, the minimum clearance dis-
tances specified in § 1926.950 Table V–1 
apply. Employers engaged in subpart V 
work are permitted to work closer than 
the distances in § 1926.950 Table V–1 
where both the requirements of this 
section and § 1926.952(c)(3)(i) or (ii) are 
met. 

(d) A planning meeting with the em-
ployer and utility owner/operator (or 
registered professional engineer who is 
a qualified person with respect to elec-
trical power transmission and distribu-
tion) is held to determine the proce-
dures that will be followed to prevent 
electrical contact and electrocution. 
At a minimum these procedures must 
include: 

(1) If the power line is equipped with 
a device that automatically reener-
gizes the circuit in the event of a power 
line contact, before the work begins, 
the automatic reclosing feature of the 
circuit interrupting device must be 
made inoperative if the design of the 
device permits. 
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