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Proclamations Proc. 8629 

to provide resources and medical care to troops, allies, and peoples around 
the world. 

Emergency response organizations like the American Red Cross play a vital 
role in relief operations by deploying scores of volunteers to rebuild com-
munities hit by disaster and by providing critical support and resources at 
home and abroad. When a devastating earthquake struck Haiti last year, the 
American people responded with an outpouring of compassion, prompting 
an unprecedented international response and relief effort by the American 
Red Cross. These efforts reflect our country’s noblest ideals, and they con-
tribute to a climate of international trust and cooperation. 

Volunteers play an essential part in every American Red Cross effort, from 
traveling to disaster zones around the world to donating blood at local 
community centers. Through their service, ordinary citizens have done ex-
traordinary things, upholding the humanitarian mission of service and re-
lief organizations and keeping our Nation strong and resilient. Though we 
can never fully know the challenges we will face, American Red Cross 
Month reminds us that Americans will always pull together in times of 
need and will always look to the future with hope and determination. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2011 as American Red Cross Month. I 
encourage all Americans to observe this month with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities, and by supporting the work of service and relief 
organizations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8629 of February 28, 2011 

Irish-American Heritage Month, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our diverse Nation has been shaped by the sacrifices and successes of 
those who crossed both land and sea in pursuit of a common dream. For 
millions of Americans, this journey began in Ireland. In the wake of the 
Great Hunger, many sons and daughters of Erin came to our shores seeking 
a brighter day, with only courage and the enduring values of faith and fam-
ily to sustain them. Alongside many others who sought a better life in a 
new Nation, these intrepid immigrants built strong communities and 
helped forge our country’s future. During Irish-American Heritage Month, 
we honor the contributions Irish Americans have made, and celebrate the 
nearly 40 million among us who proudly trace their roots back to Ireland. 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 8630 

From the earliest days of our Republic, the Irish have overcome discrimina-
tion and carved out a place for themselves in the American story. Through 
hard work, perseverance, and patriotism, women and men of Irish descent 
have given their brawn, brains, and blood to make and remake this Na-
tion—pulling it westward, pushing it skyward, and moving it forward. Half 
a century ago, John F. Kennedy became our first Irish-American Catholic 
President and summoned an expectant citizenry to greatness. This year, as 
we commemorate the 50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s inaugura-
tion, we recognize our 35th President and the countless other Irish Ameri-
cans whose leadership and service have steered the course of our Nation. 

Seldom in this world has a country so small had so large an impact on an-
other. Today, the rich culture of Ireland touches all aspects of American 
society, and the friendship that binds Ireland and the United States is 
marked by a shared past and a common future. As communities across our 
country celebrate Irish-American Heritage Month and St. Patrick’s Day, our 
Nation pays tribute to the proud lineage passed down to so many Ameri-
cans from the Emerald Isle. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2011 as Irish- 
American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month 
by celebrating the contributions of Irish Americans to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8630 of February 28, 2011 

Women’s History Month, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During Women’s History Month, we reflect on the extraordinary accom-
plishments of women and honor their role in shaping the course of our Na-
tion’s history. Today, women have reached heights their mothers and 
grandmothers might only have imagined. Women now comprise nearly half 
of our workforce and the majority of students in our colleges and univer-
sities. They scale the skies as astronauts, expand our economy as entre-
preneurs and business leaders, and serve our country at the highest levels 
of government and our Armed Forces. In honor of the pioneering women 
who came before us, and in recognition of those who will come after us, 
this month, we recommit to erasing the remaining inequities facing women 
in our day. 

This year, we commemorate the 100th anniversary of International Wom-
en’s Day, a global celebration of the economic, political, and social achieve-
ments of women past, present, and future. International Women’s Day is 
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