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Proclamations Proc. 8640 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2011, as the 
100th Anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire. I call upon all 
Americans to participate in ceremonies and activities in memory of those 
who have been killed due to unsafe working conditions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8640 of March 24, 2011 

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of 
Greek and American Democracy, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

One hundred ninety years ago, Greece regained its independence and be-
came a symbol of democracy for the world for the second time in history. 
As America recognizes this milestone in the birthplace of democracy, we 
also celebrate our warm friendship with Greece and the lasting legacy of 
Hellenic culture in our own country. 

America’s Founders drew upon the core democratic principles developed 
in ancient Greece as they imagined a new government. Since that time, our 
Union has strived to uphold the belief that each person has a fundamental 
right to liberty and participation in the democratic process, and Greece has 
continued to promote those very principles. Over the centuries these cher-
ished ideals—democracy, equality, and freedom—have inspired our citi-
zens and the world. 

The relationship between the United States and Greece extends beyond our 
common values and is strengthened by the profound influence of Greek 
culture on our national life. From the architecture of our historic buildings 
to the lessons in philosophy and literature passed on in our classrooms, 
America has drawn on the deep intellectual traditions of the Greeks in our 
own establishment and growth as a nation. Reinforcing the steadfast bonds 
between our two countries, Americans of Greek descent have maintained 
the best of their heritage and immeasurably enriched our national char-
acter. 

The American people stand with Greece to honor the legacy of democracy 
wrought over 2,000 years ago and its restoration to the Hellenic Republic 
nearly 200 years ago. As we celebrate the history and values of Greece and 
the United States, we also look forward to our shared future and recommit 
to continuing our work as friends and allies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 8641 

the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2011, as Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American 
Democracy. I call upon all the people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8641 of March 30, 2011 

Cesar Chavez Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation’s story of progress is rich with profound struggle and great sac-
rifice, marked by the selfless acts and fearless leadership of remarkable 
Americans. A true champion for justice, Cesar Chavez advocated for and 
won many of the rights and benefits we now enjoy, and his spirit lives on 
in the hands and hearts of working women and men today. As we celebrate 
the anniversary of his birth, we honor Cesar Chavez’s lasting victories for 
American workers and his noble methods in achieving them. 

Raised in the fields of Arizona and California, Cesar Chavez faced hardship 
and injustice from a young age. At the time, farm workers toiled in the 
shadows of society, vulnerable to abuse and exploitation. Families like 
Chavez’s were impoverished; exposed to hazardous working conditions and 
dangerous pesticides; and often denied clean drinking water, toilets, and 
other basic necessities. 

Cesar Chavez saw the need for change and made a courageous choice to 
work to improve the lives of his fellow farm workers. Through boycotts and 
fasts, he led others on a path of nonviolence conceived in careful study of 
the teachings of St. Francis of Assisi and Mahatma Gandhi, and in the pow-
erful example of Martin Luther King, Jr. He became a community organizer 
and began his lifelong advocacy to protect and empower people. With quiet 
leadership and a powerful voice, Cesar founded the United Farm Workers 
(UFW) with Dolores Huerta, launching one of our Nation’s most inspiring 
social movements. 

Cesar Chavez’s legacy provides lessons from which all Americans can 
learn. One person can change the course of a nation and improve the lives 
of countless individuals. Cesar once said, ‘‘Non-violence is not inac-
tion. . . . Non-violence is hard work. It is the willingness to sacrifice. It 
is the patience to win.’’ From his inspiring accomplishments, we have 
learned that social justice takes action, selflessness, and commitment. As 
we face the challenges of our day, let us do so with the hope and deter-
mination of Cesar Chavez, echoing the words that were his rallying cry and 
that continue to inspire so many today, ‘‘Sı́, se puede’’ — ‘‘Yes, we can.’’ 
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