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Title 3—The President Proc. 8657 

Proclamation 8657 of April 22, 2011 

Earth Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For over 40 years, our Nation has come together on Earth Day to appreciate 
and raise awareness about our environment, natural heritage, and the re-
sources upon which generations of Americans have depended. Healthy 
land and clean water and air are essential to the health of our communities 
and wildlife. Earth Day is an opportunity to renew America’s commitment 
to preserving and protecting the state of our environment through commu-
nity service and responsible stewardship. 

From the purity of the air we breathe and the water we drink to the condi-
tion of the land where we live, work, and play, the vitality of our natural 
resources has a profound influence on the well-being of our families and 
the strength of our economy. Our Nation has a proud conservation tradi-
tion, which includes countless individuals who have worked to safeguard 
our natural legacy and ensure our children can benefit from these re-
sources. Looking to the future of our planet, American leadership will con-
tinue to be pivotal as we confront the environmental challenges that threat-
en the health of both our country and the globe. 

Today, our world faces the major global environmental challenge of a 
changing climate. Our entire planet must address this problem because no 
nation, however large or small, wealthy or poor, can escape the impact of 
climate change. The United States can be a leader in reducing the dan-
gerous pollution that causes global warming and can propel these advances 
by investing in the clean energy technologies, markets, and practices that 
will empower us to win the future. 

While our changing climate requires international leadership, global action 
on clean energy and climate change must be joined with local action. Every 
American deserves the cleanest air, the safest water, and unpolluted land, 
and each person can take steps to protect those precious resources. When 
we reduce environmental hazards, especially in our most overburdened 
and polluted cities and neighborhoods, we prioritize the health of our fami-
lies, and move towards building the clean energy economy of the 21st cen-
tury. 

To meet this responsibility, Federal and local programs will continue to en-
sure our Nation’s clean air and water laws are effective, that our commu-
nities are protected from contaminated sites and other pollution, and that 
our children are safe from chemicals, toxins, and other environmental 
threats. Partnerships and community-driven strategies, like those high-
lighted by the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, are vital to building a 
future where children have access to outdoor places close to their homes; 
where our rural working lands and waters are conserved and restored; and 
our parks, forests, waters, and other natural areas are protected for future 
generations. 

On Earth Day, we recognize the role that each of us can play in preserving 
our natural heritage. To protect our environment, keep our communities 
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healthy, and help develop the economy of the future, I encourage all Amer-
icans to visit www.WhiteHouse.Gov/EarthDay to learn ways to protect and 
preserve our environment for centuries to come. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 22, 2011, as Earth 
Day. I encourage all Americans to participate in service programs and ac-
tivities that will protect our environment and contribute to a prosperous, 
healthy, and sustainable future. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8658 of April 27, 2011 

Workers Memorial Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every year in America, nearly four million workers suffer an occupational 
injury or illness, and thousands die from work-related injuries. These pre-
ventable tragedies disable workers, devastate families, and erode our econ-
omy. On Workers Memorial Day, we celebrate the improvements in Amer-
ican workplaces and remember those who have been injured, sickened, or 
killed on the job. This year, we also recognize the 40th anniversary of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and we pay tribute to all 
those who have dedicated their lives to ensuring safety in the workplace. 

The protections working Americans enjoy today were not easily gained. 
They had to be won by generations of courageous men and women, fighting 
to secure decent working conditions, standing up for those most vulner-
able, and sometimes risking their own economic security and lives. One 
century ago in New York City, nearly 150 young garment workers either 
burned or jumped to their deaths when a fire ignited in the Triangle Shirt-
waist Factory. This senseless tragedy inspired a movement, calling Ameri-
cans to pay attention to workplace conditions and bestowing a new rel-
evance on the importance of unions. Organized labor has continued to give 
voice to millions of working men and women by representing their views 
and fighting for good working conditions and fair wages. 

Until 1970, many Americans still did not have the legal right to a safe 
workplace, and many employers were not legally obligated to control haz-
ards. The Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of 1969 and the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 fundamentally changed American 
workplaces. These laws provided workers the right to safe and healthy 
workplaces, ensured workers were protected from dangerous conditions, 
and provided protections to employees who reported safety and health haz-
ards. 
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